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An age of ^ain does not atone for a moment of guilt. 

TH. CORNEILLE. 

If that idverfity which arifes from lofs of fortune fix our attachment 
flronger towards the friend who fulfers, a.nd force a< to new 
efforts to affift him ; the loft of innocence, when it happens from no 
habitual depravity, forms a much ftronger motiire to exextion, when 
thofe who have fidlen ftruggle to raife tfaenifeives up. 

SETHOS, Book 8. 
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NoTWiTHSTANDiKo thc total interrup- 
tion" of ow correfpondence during fix years, 
I have not forgotten the proofs of fnendfhip 
which I' have received from you, or the pro* 
inife I made to infcribc to you this Novel - 
which at firfl was intituled Les Petit s Talons* ^ 
It is but juft to pay you this homage : fince I 
fliould never have written it but for th$ 
journey to the cave of R. 

• Thc LittlcHccb. 
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JL HE firil nine chapters^ of this work wen 
compofed two years before the Revolution. 
I read them, at the,,time> to feveial perfons, 
who will fee that I have altered nothing in 
fhem : and, indeed, my pilpipks having 
never varied, the late events have had no 
influence on my oj^nions. This is a fedl, 
that may l>^ eafily afcertained, by the perufal 
of my writings. In all of thefc will be found 
the fame abhorrence of defpotifin and intole*> 
ranee, the fame refpeft for religion and mo- 
rality, the fame fentiments of humanity and 
gfcnerofity, the lame interefl: in the people's 
welfare, the fame contempt for the prejudices 
of birth, ^^d the fam^ love, of order, juftice,. 
and virtue^ ,. 



VUl PRSFACB. 

it is more eaiy now, than ever it was, to 
calumniate Individuals : but it^is hardly pof- 
fible to tjlrotj^j t^ fii|pe^blS«ju^n works 
that have been tranilated into all the languages 
of Europe ; and of which, in a very Ihort 
Ipace of time, *fhr"t*!IHttRrt!Sve'been prodi- 
gioufly multiplied. — Hence, fome Gazetteers 
and Libellifts, ivhile they tear in Ri^ces Tfy 
fofo^iP'StiMaii wftipeifuif u-e and 
diifylkf^«ot'i firi^ wbiA of Wf wor£^ 
yet, aCurtdfy,' tfeofe^aiibnVmdm 'writers h^^ 
no parfbnal krtbi^kfdgeiif me V'cbnfequeiitly, 
j| Jiwwid be WBre realbnafcle iri tRerp* to form 
*ftide*^6f jfnV chsh'adet and'oriAuples, frorfx 
what I have pnblif&ed', in the courfe of four-* 
teen years, arid in twenty-one voTuincs, thaa 
to judge of' me by hear-fays :-^-and' what fort^ 
of hear-fays ? and in what'tinies propa*] 
gated ?(^).; ^ • / ' \ ^ o . '^1 

{a) At the Ti^ad of a woric, which is now' in t^, 
pcefe, I have plated a- preliminary difcoarfb/ intituled ' 
Ajbort Account of my Condua ftnce the ReivtuthHyv^- 
which I prove, ift. That even in the fenfe of the moft 

rigorouf 



PREFACE- IX 

' \ '. . . 

For the reft, I take this Voppdrftinity to 
declare a truth, which' thofe who know the 
( will not doubt; namely, that all thofe. uia- 

• ITcious Zanders make not, on me, the fm^eijb 

impreflion.i "th^y make none, I truft,, oti 
I any enlightened, inapartial minds ^tndof ;this 

'^ I have an almoft certain proof, in the. ger 

necous hofpitality which i meet with in thk 

rigorous' decrees^ I km not an emigrant^ although I 
have 'been in foreign parts fince 1791. 2dly\ That 
\ "i htitie h^d neither' tl^ in^nat^on nor po#er to neddle 

" with ftate affairs, jdly. That> invariable in my {pnA^ 

inent4> while I h^ve been uoiforaily uttached to thp 
love of my country and of liberty, I have as conftantlj 
retained tfie moft fovereign contempt for intrigue^ and 
ahorrour of injiiftice and cruelty. In thit account olf 
Ihy conduct, I^have advanced inconteftaWe feds, with- 
out accufmg or committing any one. Tho& of whom 
I had caufe to complain, have fnlFered fuch calamities 
AS cTeprive me of the righ^ of fpeakiiig of'them-^Since 
I have been in this happy country, I liave experienced 
mitber perfection nor malice. Apparently, the fubjeft 
is exhaufted : and the three preceding years have filled 
f up the 'meafure. 

; A3 countrjf. 



X PRBFACE, 

countiy, and in the kind reception and marks 
of efteem, which I have received. 

To my other misfortunes, I will never add 
that of abandomng myfeif to party -(pirit, 
and its coitfequences — ^injuftice, animofity, 
and bitter hatred* All the wretched have 
powerful claims on my heart: this natural 
fentiment the laft four years have improved : 
jCould I refiife it to my fellow-citizens, what- 
ever might be their opinions? If there bo 
a.fingle peribn^ who has placed an honours- 
able confidence in me, and has not obtained 
my fervice or afliftancc > if I have ever re- 
jefted the plaints or requefts of the mi- 
ferable, let them fpeak ; let them raife their 
voice a^inft me: — and. I fhall give over 
writing on Religion and Morality. 

The following woA was delivered to the 

printer, as early as the mo^th of Oftobcr, 
1794, although the impreflion has been re- 
tarded 



PREFACE^ Xt 

tardcd by» various incidents (^) : but the: 
whole was finiftied almoft two years agp:. 
foinc notes only have fincc been addj^d. 

W^ have already, in our language, feveral 
pleafant Hiftorical Romances (f), almoft all 
written by Females: but none of them ex^ 
hibits apifture of the manners and ufages of 
the times to. which they relate : all of them 
are devoid of hiftprical refearqhes ; they have 
no unfolding of character, no display of fen- 
timentSf no moral tendency. A dozen of 
names, taken from Hiftory, and two or three 
fadts, known to all the world, form the, 
foundation of every one of them. — rl have 
endeavoured to avoid thefc defefts ; for which 
there was leis need of genius than labour and 
induttry.— I have, at the end of each volume, 

- (^)> i^itopi^S' otber*^.t)i? ^elfty of a. -cwgo of paper 
&oin Holland., whii^ WAS detaiiued by the. French for 
feveral months.. 

^ (f) Thefe however, are not the. beft : for The 
fHncifs 9f Cleves, TbePerwvian Letters^ the works of 
Mad. Riccoboai, and fonjc other later, charming novels, 
arc not Hiftorhal Romanceu " 

placed 



placed Jtifiorical Notes^ that the inveatitioos. o£: 
the author might not bef confounded-TOth tire 
events that belong to Kiftory. I 'have raui; 
with care whatever has relation to the tinie of 
which I fpeak 5 I hav^ availed rpyfelf of all the 
moft iplendid and interefting ufages of anci- 
ent chivalry ; and, I prefumej I have painted 
in true colours the two moft celebrated per- 
fbnages of that age — Charlemagne, and the 
caliph Aaron. The contraft between a good 
monarch and a defpot has been often drawn ; 
but the portrait of the latter has been fo over-, 
charged with colouring^ as to be pf little in- 
ftruftive utility, Ijt is ridiculous to compofe 
a work for the eftablifhment of^a truth which 
may readijy be conceived and felt by the moft 
vulgar minds, ind the moft ignoble fouls,. A 
woman may, without being virtuous defpife a 
courtezan ; and it is. hot neceflary for a prince 
to have the mind of Trajan, or of Henry IV, 
to deteft Nero and Caligula. A tyrant, 
whofe reign is fuppqrted puly ^y terrauj;;, who 

Has nought of haman, but the form and prid^*^ 

, • Dufrefni. 

is 



PREFACE* XIU 

is a n&onffier in tlhe'dycs of afliMmbind.^^— 
Whfea I taugbt. Hjftory to the -^^lfoltltnate' 
child^^en1wilfc wkrfc cducatiorfJwa^'entmftcd!^* 
I nev^ madfe rfifleftiptis oil. th^.charadj^f >of 
Lewis XI, or of prineep Uke hiqi^.. I thought 
it epough to-detailtheirHEondiad. My atten- 
tictti was chiefly tume4 to di^ace, tfi .th0 
minds of .mypupilsr, the memory of thofe 
princes, ,wJbo; to- amiaWe qu^ities, joiiied 
fhameful weakHeffes a^ fat^l-crinje?.. • With, 
that view I have drawjithe chajtt^k^ of Aaron. 
I. have painted him, iiyt>t as Wftorjatis, dazzled - 
with the fpfeijdqijr q£ hk glory,: bar? ^^refeht- 
ed him'^i bur&^b as., from reading hn ftory, 
we HHiay fupppfei hiraito have^ tpen— a great i 
warri^Kur, an awhile ^veretgitvr^ >aifabk ^nd 
popular : prince, endowed with^-tioe rareft gifts 
of nat^ins,, fenfiWe, maghaoimotis, thi^. eidSgh- 
tened;^^6n. atid prote£tcari0f talchtsand fci-r^ 
encfe I )but.. depraved by pridoi i rAlIowing him : 
ajl 'the -foriher* (honing qualities j I think I have 
madeiiind hatefial even before that period when r 
his predominarit pafllon, which ^h«i^ be^n. 
blended with all his adions, made him at 

length 
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lei^th comtrii^ an execntble drimc. — Such was 
iny plan : I may have iJkdly executed it ; but 
the idea, at Icdft, is new, and truly moral • 

On the fetnie prihcipfes, I hare painted a • 
c^quetu^ with a'^view to preferve young perfons 
ftom the ambitkn of coquetry. On the artful 
Armoflede I could not beftow a fenfible mind ; 
for fo decided a coqiief f e as {he, cannot be (up- 
pofed to have a good heart ; yet I ha\^e cloth- 
ed her in the moft impofing forms : and after 
h^virig^fft made her contemptible, everir in her 
focceffds, I en^ by making her atrocious. — - 
To thfc vife, ifhtri'guing charaiter of Armbflede, 
I oppofe' as a contraft, the charaft-ers df Cela- 
nira, Beatriccy and Mariai The author of a 
celebrated romance has endeavowed to' make 
his heroine interefting by her weaknefles : this 
ide^ K5, afliiredly, pernicious to morality ;. ef- 
pecially if the weaknefles bflhe heroitSfe^fje ac- 
companied withcircuraffanceS'Whichj^lfender' 
them inexcufable. For mjr pttrr, lii^fli tA- 
prove, that a truly noble and yirttio«6 mind 
aevet^ pardons its ^rrours, and ^n ' nevet be 
' . f - ' fec^nfoled 
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confQled for the lofs of innocence* ^I haye 
painted two paffionat^ lovers iacrificing duty 
to love : but this pifture, far from prefenting 
the image of happinefs, prefents a ftate of Ijor- 
rour, of which even the violence of love ferves 
only to augment the bitternefs.-r-In (hort, it 
has been my defign to recaJ, by great exam- 
ples, the ancient and fublime virtues which ho- 
noured thofe ages we call barbarous. I had no 
intention of re-eftablifhing Chivalry} but it 
was my opinion, that the generpfity, hiypanity, 
and loyalty of the ancient Knights, would con- 
tribute more to ftrengthen a Republicy than the 
principles of Marat and Robefpierre j and, 
thank heaven ! the Frenqh reftox:ed t9 thpir 
former charadler, are at this n: omen t guided 
by fuch noble fentiments. , 

On^ pf the great, ufes of hiilc?#cal rpmances 
(if the writpr avail hin^felf pf feiftorical fads) 
is to j^Miih et^cs with thd powerful authpri-i 
ty of -experienq^ JWid exa^mple. It is impof-^ 
i&^^ that an imaginary perfonagq (hpuld pron 
duceiippreffions equal to tbofe^ \vhi<5h ^arg^xr 

cited 
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eifed by a'real hero, whom glorjr has confecrat-^ 
cd to femes . From real hiftofjr,. then, I have 
fefe<fbed all the brilliant features,, all the . fab- 
tkne actJons^ infpiredby friendlhip, love, and 
getterofity, which are contained in this work. 
In 'painting all that in heroifm is moft n^y^ 
and i^thetic, I have invented nothing : I am^ 
th^ mere hiftorian of virtue. The fame fouri- 
fees have forniftied me with all thofe fefts 
which; in thefecond volume of this romance, 
form fo many ftriking allufions to events, of 
which Europe has been the theatre for fix 
years paft. Of this any one may Convince 
liimfelf, by reading ^he hiftorical: notes at the 
ind - of each volume. I have endeavoured td 
makc4liei(e as mterefting as I could: and,. I 
truft, that, in conjunftion with the romance 
itfelf, thty will give- a clear and precife idea of 
iht mannas and ufages, and of the moft me.-# 
moraMe events, of the ages which I had to 
paint.* I flatter my felf, that this work wUi be 
ufeftil iti naore than one. refpeft : certain I am, 
at leaft, it, wiM corrupt no one, and that it will 
^- be 



pnd^airorded awi(}ar (coge tf^ iogenvkjc, ^Ii^mf 
J^pja^ I hiad n^da tha^«|^e1pHr%t^ ,^Kt€>^^)9 
jiehaf^qv-. The epifpde yvith yffl^<^^»6~fyi^ 
^^hed ;aef was a&.k^^jthdt ^;.^ia£^:} 
i^b^ mher to wit^dpavs^it{j^ogetI\eF» tfut^it^ 

reji^JtlWitp the t^^ry ?>f ;Wjl h*f<*S;*. t«^.^ 
tbis!n;oul4 havp jQOmpofedj^e^hei^.V^ufaei 
»h4 y<»ngedt»^ (x^lude. For thefiwmfri^a- 
Cm^ : ^e.ehwfcSter iSF Tiieudon is a fe«bk,/}M» 
executed iketch } which is'ti«cbfs«aK»}fe«t4«i 

a» 
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7<yitli^^Btiichard fhotiia aird fiave lifeeh V^ 
Wft fitt^i^fi^, and theS^Aucta^Jfll^ 
^lc6 iif6pid.-ii-^The ttbiy' of' Axiaiba is lithiir 
*ib'(h(i>rt. Teifem t)f tafte have foxmd in'*it 
•^Bltk^epiftye ' fomething pccfidi»ly interefting 
latid^ Wi^ixia, which' creates a wiBi ttiat k ha4 
6fcir extehdedV ' W is alfo a fault, tharj after 
%is ihort hirtoiy,' Which interefts us in A^« 
IK^ thcr^ is'ireiy little Entire ^aki of her ;* ^ 
hardly feo#'what feecofiifes of her.— *^SucK, I 
think, arfethe'principaldefefts of the Wdft^. I 
^ubt^not but rt5&*^'m<rfe%iU be dircbVeretf, 
by 'cert:aiJi*critids ; but Whatever be thiBir^de*!- 
cifions, they (hall never engage me in ike^^ 
aifcuffions. I (hjfil' read with pleafure every 
jbdicious fcriti6iftn^-(foF'a gbbd critic is^tlie^beft 
W eo-AnfidUorsy ahd-pohdef' i^^ filehce.^ p6ri 
fuadi^ afe J anrfthat the bed manlier ^f^an-^ 

fwelffei^ i#— to profit^ As to anMpnons or 

pfeUdm'ftnous libefs, &c- equiJly devoid bf wil 
and tmthi» their authors wiU par4on mdif I pay 
BO attemion to tfaerh. - < . ' ^J; • 

« To 
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'* Tq pleaft the fools I never tmdertook/'* 

Let me add, that after fifteen years of pub- 
Ik^ncouragemcftt, I have not much need of 
philofophy to bear without pain or chagrin 
the petty it^utiei of fome writ«f8, infpired, or 
paidy by animofity.— -—For ths refti 

i ll I * *My heart was ac^er afraid 
- Iftoead^proieaihadoimtM^piiu'; 
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KNIGHTS OF THE SWAN, fcfr- 



CHAPTER I.* 



THE PARTING. 



Plus le fort nous eleve au-deiTus du vulgaire* 
Plus il-D<ius met en bate a ce juge fevere. 

- Blanche et Guifeafil d^ Sav&xK* 

X CAN look. back without regret upon the fabled 
times of the golden age ; a period fo vaunted in poefy, 
—A race of indolent mortals, without paffions, with-* 
out dcfires, and directed by inftlnft alone, prefents the 
imagination with a pi£lure rather infipid than intereft- 
ing. It is only fincc the flight of Aftraa that talents 
and arts^ the brilliant endowments and happy fruits of 
genius, have embflliflied the earth. It muft indeed be 
allowed, that, witn the lofs of innocence, crimes fpread 
themfelves over the world ; but at the fame time I can 
obferve fublime virtues rifi^g into exiftence. I obfervc 
the noble confli£ls between die paffions and duty; my 
ideas expand, I pivc way to admiration, and feel the 
force of glory I Hail fplciiclid a ^cs of ancient chivalry ! 
to celebrate you fliall be my \^'^!liIlg talk. If genuine, 

• The reader nil] ft rccoUefl that the firft mne.chapten of thUworlc 
weie vviittcu loflg Ijefortthc i'renth Revolution* 

Vol. I. '^T^T^ B noble, 



at THE KNIGHTS OF 

noble, and'afife6ting xfefcriptions be looked foriit tny 

hands, I fliall feek them in your dorioUs annals. 

When the artifices of coquetry, the intrigues of cour- 
tiers, and the frivolous arts.of feduftion and deceit are 
to be defcribed, I need only to caft my eyes around 
me ; — but of conflant and paflionate love, firm and 
elevated friend^ip, the enthufi^fm of glory and vir- 
tue, where fliall I feck ior'perfeS rhodels? — Alas; let 
us look for them in hiflory, fince the age in which 
we liv^ cannoFfupj^ly thenj^^ , . 

Among the gallant warriors and fplendid youths, 
the grace and glory of the court of Charlemagne, were 
difl:in^6;iiiilied two.youtig knjglits, equally renowned 
for their valour aiid high exploits, as for the ftrong 
and te^ider friendiliip which united them tcfgether. 
They were brothers m arms, ancj between them, all 
enterprize, danger, and fortune, and even their de- 
vice, glory andfriendjhipy were held in common. On 
their fliields was reprefented a fwan with thefe words, 
candaur an^' loyalty, and hence arofe the furname they. 

J^d at court, where they were known by the ap- 
pellation of the Knights of the Swan, Ifarnbard and 
OIiver(fbr fuch v, ere- the names of thefe faithful friends) 

.were in a particular inanner favoured with the good 
will of the emperor. They had made their firfl eflajr 

. ii:i arms under the eye of that hei'o, whd, having been 
highly fatisfied vvrith their zeal and courage, had con- 
ferred many honours aiid rewards upon th6m. . He 
was .peculiarly attached to Oliver,, who had been the 
intimate friend of his nephew, the renowned and un- 
fortunate Rowland, flain at .the /iefeat of Ronce- 
veau.(i) Oliver, who was himfelfdangeroufly wounded 
in this battle, fpared his friend the paili of dyin^ a 
prifoner, l:)y ruiliihg to Ii; , ;iul aiul icjtulrig him out 
of the hands of the enemv^ but cnuld wot Uve his life. 

' Rowland being at the ]vAui of death* <klivered into 
the hand of Oliver thefv ' h:id enn t/hled by many 
a valiant exploit i tlie f ■ i id dreadfid DuraiJdaL 

^ Such 
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Such in ancient times was the moft honourable gift a 
dying knight could I sftow. Oliver deeply regretted 
tiie Jofs of that hero. The friendfhip of Ifambard was 
now his only folace ; and in thatyouthful knight were 
revived all the great qualiti^ of Rowland, blended 
however with a difpofition more interefting and more 
amiable. Oliver, who was two ycairs older than his 
friend, was endowed, together with every perfonal 
advantage and interioiir accomplifliment, with extreme 
fenfibility of foul, a delicate and. well-ordered mind, 
accompanied with great franknefs of manners. He 
was naturally inclined to melancholy, and this temper 
fuffufed a pleafing foftnefs over his countenance. In 
his whole deportment there appeared a certain air of 
negligence and bafhfulnefs, which in him had peculiar 
graces. He pleafed without ever feeming to defire it, 
or to know that he pleafed ; but he had fo much ex- 
preflion of countenance, and his whole carriage wais 
at the fame time fo unaiFe£led and courteous, that- it 
was impoflible to impute his refferve. either to difdain 
or indifference : It could be afcribed only to modefty, 
and to a total ignorance of the advantages he poffeffei 
He was, notwithftariding this external gentlenefs, un- 
der the influence of violent pafSons, and when once 
roufed by them, nothing could equal the impetuofity 
of their, firft explofion. 

The difpofition of Ifambard was very different. 
His arch and intelligent countenance announced and 
infpired hilarity. He poffelTed an unalterable evennefs 
of temper ; and althoughi there was fome appearance 
of giddinefs and levity in his manners, yet the eleva- 
tion and generofity pf his mind enabled nim to make, 
without a flruggle, the greateft facrifices, and achieve 
the mall heroic ucl.1 i. Ifambard's heart was free, 
and hidiertQ hat? been '4 Granger to love. In thofc 
day 5 . . :a were not liatly in making a choice ; it was 
then :.]! impuViiint con-'t rn, and decided the deftiny of 
thci t Uv^es. There, \% t re, liowever, feveral beauties at 
the court of Charleinagne, worthy to engage attention 
.^ . ii 2 and 
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and to infpbrc lafting attachments* Among the brighteft 
was confpicuoua Sic queen of Lewis, with Enima^ 
Rotixide, and Beitha^, the Emperor's daughters ; the 
fan: and virtuous Amalkerga) and die beauteous Ar- 
moilede. But the fair one, wliofe.tranfcendent beauty, 
modefty, and viitue, ditaincd the palm of excellence, 
and excited univerfal admiration, was the divine Ce- 
Janira. She was the only daugjitcr of the renowned 
Wirikind, that magnanimous and heroic chief of the 
Saxons, who fo long braved the prowefs of Charle- 
magne ; and who, though often defeated, yet never 
overthrown, intrepid in combat, fpirited and lofty 
under adveiiity, was ever able to make refiftance to 
power, and only yielded to hihdnefs and friend(hip. 
£nUghtened by the do<9:rines of Chrifiianity and be-* 
come the friend of his conqueror, the court of Char- 
lemag^ne was now his perpetual home. The courage- 
ous Albion had followed his example and partook of 
his fortunes. On him Wirikind intended to heftow 
liisdau^ter, and notwithftanding the i^egret and vows 
of the French knights, the happy Albion was allowed 
to confider Celanira as the rew;0Sl of his glonous 
toils, and of his attachment to the ciufe'of his prince. 
After Celanira, the moft beautiful lady of the court 
wa« queen Hermengarde J, the confoit of Lewis* This 
princefs treated the Knfehts of the Swan with pecuKaY 
courtefy ; flie diftinguimed^ however^ in a more par- 
ticular manner, Ifambard, with whofe entenaining 
convetfe and gaiety of temper ihe fcemed to be much 
pleafed. Thefe diftinftions were noticed, and envy 
foon gave them malicious interpretation. Ifambard 

• There were two prlncenVs of this name l^thc mother of Char-. 
lemagne, furnamcd Ung- footed Bertha- ^becaufe, it wa& faid, flie had 
one foot longer than the orfier), and Bertha, the daughter of that 
prince. 

J '1 he firft wife of Char!i»mngne was named Hermchgarde ; but his 
daughter- in-law, the wife ofsLiWi*, called the debonair, waS Jikcwifc 
named Hcrmcngarde* 

learned 
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teamed with great furprifc a report was .obfcurcly 
circulated,, that he had afpired to make his addrefTes ^ 
to the queen» and that his daring and criminal homage 
had not met with difdain. He thereupon refolved to 
withdraw himfelf for a while, from the court, and ob* 
tained the emperor*s permiffio0 to travel. Oliver ap- . 
proved his intention, and with, a figh made an offer 
to accompany him. ** I am aware," replied Ifamlsierdy 
fmiling, ** that you would make a facrifice, andl 
ivill not accept yotir offer. A fecret tie, my dear 
diver, retains you here; this I have eaiGly perceived^ 
I and tn9V it prove the happinefs of your life." At thefe 

i words Oliver was greatly afiedeo ; he embraced his 

friend; <* Were I neceftary to you/' faid he, « I" 
wolild accqmpany you, and leave all for your fake* 
Of this you can have no doubt, and be amired, that 
if I conceal a fecret from you, it is becaufe my honour 
forbids me to difclofe it." 

In ikh manner parted the Knights of the Swan> and 
fuoh wap the nature of friendibip in thofe remote ages ; 
t «— for akhough It was ever pure and ever generous^ 

amd capable, of making the greateft facrifices, yet it 
m not require any violation 'of the fecrets ot love- 
Ifambaid had the delicacy to explain himfelf but in a 
.vague manner only, yet he imagined be haddilco- ' 
vered his friend's floret. He was perfuaded that 
Oliver lov«d, and was beloved again, by Armo.- 
fiode^ a lad^jp in the f^ite of queen Hermengarde, and 
the moft Intimate friend of the beauteous Celar- 
nira. Such at Iciaft H^.been the opinion of die 
whole court, «i$ weU a.s his own, for more than a 
year before. 
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THE mUMPH^ 



He eomesy 6nd with a port fo proudy 

As if he had (abdaed the fpaciqus world. . > 

. • i • • •*• 

• While from the .fcaftbtds> windows, tops of hou(e«t " ^ 

.^ . . Are caA fwch gaudy. ihowVs of garlands dowpy 
That ev*ji the crowd ajppcar like coB^uerori ,' 
And the whole citjr feemt like one vaft meadow 
Set all with flow*n as a clear heav^ji with ^art« / ^ 

Lki. ' 

IS AMBARD fet ofF for Conftandrtoplc ; he fUt a 
ftrong inclination to admire in perfon that celebrated 
emprefs who reigned with fd much fplendour upon the 
throne of the Caefars. Ircne^ who having been dazzled 
with the glory of the heroic cfonquei-or of Didier and 
Witikind, was formerly defirotis of uniting her own 
deftiny with his*, could not behold without fome 
emotion a French knight, who was honoured with the 
friendfhip of Charlemagne. Ifambard was favoured 
with the mod flattering reception. The emprefs being 
folicitous to difplay before him all the magnificence of 
her court, public feftivals were now proclaimed, in 
which flie herfelf was to difiribute the prizes of dex-» 
terity and valour. At the court of Irene, Ifambard 
obferved a fugitive prince, who afforded a melancholy 
inflance of the viciffitude of human affairs. It was 
Adalgife, the fon of the unfortunate king ,of the 

* Every mc knows that Irene had a^ually offered her hand to Char- 

Lom^ 
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Lombards*, His temper was ardent, impetuous, 
gloomy, and ferocious. His miad was furthermore 
irritated* by misfortune, and. flrongly impreitred with 
juft refentment agaJnft France. The fight of a French- 
man was odious to him ; and he felt great fatisfadlion 
when the day appointed for the feftival airrived ; for 
he intended to combat with Ifambard, and entertained 
hopes of vidtory. • Theemprefs, accompanied 4iiy aH 
the court, repaired to the fpacious enclofure "crefted 
for the* celebration, of the feftival. The moment 
Irene appeared, the flky refounded with the {hrill clang 
of trumpets, the lifts w<re opened, and the com- 
bats began. The firft who advanced on the area was 
the audacious Nicephorus, who, falling a prey to 
ambition, dared fecretly to afpire to the fupreme 
power, and was already, meditating thofe deep and 

f[uiltydefigna which were to overturn the fortunes of 
rcnej. Althougb , the vizor of his helmet was down, 
he was eafily recognifed.by the height of hfs ftature, 
the fiercenels, of » his demeanour^ .tne purple hue of 
his armoiur, and his device, which reprefentcd ah 
eagle refting upon the earth, and looking at the hea- 
vens, with this motto, TT?is dtjlance is not fufficient to 
aflonijh me, Nicephorus djd not long remain alone 
upon the lifts/ The youthful Leo, a warrior whom 
the fates 6qce placed iqpon the throne which Nicepho- 
rus'was delHned to fill before him,'cfim^. foFth, full 
. of confidence and temerity, and fiercely pppofedhim- 
felf to this . formidable adverfary. The combat vvas 
long ^nd obftinate; ; but Leo in vain had recourfe to 
every expedient which fupplenefs and dexterity could 
exhibit in oppofition to ftrength, and was vanquiftied. 
Ifambard then took Jiis "plstce. He was mounted on a 

* Hiftory inforn^s us,,tjiat Adalglfc;, the fon of Didier, found an afy* 
- lum at Conftantihople, an^ there ended his life in obfcurity ; but in de- 
corating this tale With hirtorical fa^s, fiiavc extended or contrafted 
dates-^t^tlL •*• -' ' ■»• t ' » - 

J N.cephorus dethroned Irene, 

fteed 
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fleed of dazzling whitenefs ; a plume of the fame co- 
lour waved over his head^ and his armour ^as plated 
■with gold, and adorned with pearls and faj>phire5.-- 
His youth, and the gracefulnefs of his pcrfon, pro- 
cured him the fuffrages and the vows of all the be- 
holders. His bold, yet modeft and gentle mein^formed 
a ftriking contrail to the afluming audacity. of his 
adverfary ; for, of all extremes, the quality the moft 
opjl^kp to nobility is infolence. The combat begani 
and viaory remained for a while doubtfal. The va- 
liant Ifambard received a wound on thfe fliouHer ; but 
at that very inftant he fell upon Nicephorus with fo 
mtich violence, that he difmountcd him from his ftecd 
with a fmgle thruft. . ' . 

Stauracius, the fon of Nicephorus, now entered 

^he lift^ to meafure his flrength with Ifambard, and 

avenee th? defeat of his father^. He had ^either the 

haughtinefs nor the ambition of Nicephorus ;• butf 

f>afIion no lefs dangerous deranged his oiind. Hi^ 
oved the young and beautifid Tliophanon to diftrac*- 
tion ; and on this memorable day he was omable to 
rcfift the pleafure of lleclaring himfelf puUkly her 
luiight. He wore her colours^ and his arm was de-* 
corated with a bracelet form<^ with a long trefs, of 
fair hair, fattened by an enapcielled clafp, upon which 
' his rivals tremblingly recc^^ifedthe^ cipher of his mUv 
trefs. On his (Ixield was reprefented a Cupid enre* 
loped in a thin gauze (for the yei) which hides that 
power is ever tranfp^rent). The upper part of this 
flight covering appeared to have been confumed by'thc 
deftru^tive power of his tar<:h, lind left an aperture 
through which the fmiling countenance of the god of 
love appeared. Around mis emblematic pi^re wei^ 
engraved the following y/ordB-T'HeJirovc to bide bhn* 

* Stauracias faccee4e4. to his fttbfr. He fell defperately Sa love 
with a matried lady, nanacd Theophanon, whom> in contempt of reli- 
gion and the laws of his couniry> Kc efpoufed i and foon aftcz abdicated 
the throne. 
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felf-^huf his flamis heirayed^ him. Although Staura* 
cius had his face concealed uader his helmet» yet Ifanoi-^ 
bard eaiily difcov€red» by his noble ftature and the 
general gracefolnds of his demeanpur, that he wasr 
tne foil of Nicephonis. He combated with him with 
regret, and fought cariber to defend himfelf than annoy 
his antagonift> This precaution would have k>ng 
protra£fcea the conflict, had not the lance of Staura«» 
eius fhi^ered into a thoufand pieces, ' A knight,- <Jad. 
in black armour, now prefeated himfetf on the area. 
. •* Knight,'* faid he to Stauracmsy ** you are cBf-- 
armed, and I am entitled to your place." Upon'this,^ 
Stauracius qj>i£(ed tlie ground with a figh, and the- 
new knight addr^ed himfelf to the bravd andgene^ 
rous Ifambard. ** Hitherto," faid he, " thou hafl; 
been attacked without any extraordinary motive. As> 
for me, I feel two powerful ones. Caft thine eyea- 
upon my iliield — Love and vengeance^VLch is'my de*. 
vice, and fuch are the. paffions which ftimulate me 
againft thee?" From this Idity converfe, Ifambard 
was at no lofs to judge that his foe was the impetu- 
ous Adalgife ^ and, obferving his fhield, he read, with- 
e?ctreme furprife, the name of Armoflede^ infcribed 
in large letters under his device^ <rhc reader will 
remember, that the Knight of the Swan had left at 
the court of Charlemagne a young lady of this name, 
beloved, as he imagined, hy OKvcr;' and recoUeding 
that Armofiede, who was bom in Lombardy, had been 
brought in her infancy to ConftanCinople, by the 
daughter of the unfortunate Didier*, and that (he 
had fmce taken a journey into her own country, he 
had no doubt but thd^ Adalgife was the rival of 01i« 
ven— " Knight," faid he, ** on your fliiek) I read 
with aftonifhment a name^ which intcrefts me; anil» 
certes, I may venture to declare, tliat you are guilty 
of an indiferetion, of which Tbave hitherto feen no 

. * The firil wife of Ch^lcmagiiet 

B 3. exampIe*^ 
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example. ' Biit deign to inform me, whether by that 
name, which I hold dear, yoU pretend to denote her 
with whom I am acquainted?"-^** Yes," rcpiied 
Adalgife,^' it is the fame Armoflede that abides at the 
hateful court of the deftroycr of her country^"-.;— — 
*' 'Tis enough,** cried Ifambard, interrupting bim^ 
•* Lcpotend that fte has not given you authority to 
dec^e yourfelf her knight, and that, whoever yrou 
are, you have ney^r been beloved by her.'* Tran- 
fported with rage at thefe words, Adalgife ruflied upon 
Ifambard with fuch fury, that the Knight of the Swan 
ftaggered in a violent manner. A murmur of itkdig- 
nation was heard among the fpedlators, for I£a.mbard 
had fcarcely had time to put htmfclf in a pofture of 
defence, and die knight for £cime minutes appeared 
to be ftunned and faukering, repelling with flackened 
arm the redoubled i>rokes of his^ enemy j but, fud- 
derily colled:ing all his force, he difplayed fuch vigour 
and dexterity as 'relieved the beholders, who hadjufE 
been trembling for his fafety, from their apprchen- 
iions. He, in his turn, now ruflied upon the Lorn- . 
bard4>rince with equal animo^ty and valour, and was 

.refolved either to perifh^ or overcome the foe of Char- 
lemagne and the rival of Oliver. Adateife, in the 

. mean while affailed bis antagonift, and diefended him- 
felf with fury. From the animofity and intrepidity 
of thefe two valiant warriors, the eager and mute at- 
tention of the emprefs and her court, the deep intereft". 
the people took in theconflid, the dread and aftonilh- 
ment which fat on every countenance, it feemed na- 
tural to conclude, that, thisr terrible combat was de- 
ciding ilie deftiny of the empire ■ "i -Shall I under- 
take' to defcri be the feints, the ftratagcms^ which ou^ 
knights employed one againfl the other, and the in- 
credible efforts and hardy blows by. which they figna-- 
lized therafelves ? — No • my. feeble voice is unfit to 
cejebrate warlike feats, ' and the mnrderojus art' of 
combats ; fo I fliall fatisfy oiyfclf widi ohferving, that, 

at 
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at the iriftant in which vit9:ory feemcd to hover over 
the head of Adalgife, his horfe Veceived a deep wound, 
and fell. Adalgife difmayed, and falling upon the 
lifts, lay indignantly in the duft ; his lance dropt from 
his hand, and, in aggravation of his difgrace, his broken 
helmet fell from his head, aihd difcovercd his face" all 
befmeared with blood, and every feature expreflive of 
confufion, rage, and defpair. Ifambard at the fame 
momenit alighted from his horfe, and, advanciqgiap to 
his enemy, feized upon his lance ; then, ftretching 
forth his Jiand to aflift hiin in rifmg, he thus accofteS 
the vanquiflied knight : " Prince," faid he, " I re- 
fpe<9: your royal birth, but your misfortune ftill more. 
I fhould not nave made any attack upon you, had 
you not provoked it, and fliould have flood only on 
my defence. You are acquainted with tlje laws of 
chivalry ; thofe laws are inviolable. Since chance has 

fiven me your arms, I am entitled to impofe con- 
itions on you at will; and I fliall be fatisfied in 
merely intreating you to efface the . refpeSable name 
you bear infcribed on your fliield.'* At thefe words* 
- the fpedlators rent the air with Ihouts of applaufe ; the ^ 
darions artd Cymbalo minded with the public ac- 
' damarion, and celebrated the vidtory of the French ' 
Knight, who vvas conduced in triumph to the im- 
perial tent ; and when the fpeSacle was ended, the 
judges of the tournament affepablfcd together, and de- 
clared with unanimous voice, that the firft prize ijf 
dexterity and valour was due to the Knight of the 
Swan. Ifambard being then called by the emprefs, 
' approached her thronci and, bending on one kpee, re- 
ceived front her auguft- hands a fplendid golden chain, 
ornamented with p?edous-ftoncs. On the morrow of 
. this fhemorable day, Adalgife difappeafed from the 
court : and a letter, which he wrote to the empref^ 
merely ment^dned, that he withdrew himfelf from it 
for ever.- — ^Shortly after this event, Ifambard, 'feter 
having been honoured with feveral marks of the eJh- 

prefs's 
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prefs'a kiodn^ft, took leave of that illuftrious prmcelit 
and fet oiit. for Spain, a celebrated country at that 
time^ where the Moors difplayed with eclat all that 
ipagni£cence and gallantry can bpaft of^ in its bigheft 
d^ree of excellence. ' But, leaving Ifan^baid to pur- 
fue his, jpumey» and go in. queft of, and deferv^, 
pew laui:els > let iis T^tjiim to the couc^ of Charl^ 
laagnc. 

J*. 
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JGREATCRtMS. 

Tout le fidt t^ ott tar4 ct U yjsnU pttet, 

Cmit.9»T* 

TWO months after the departure of Ifambar4 an 
event of the naoft tragical nature threw the co.urt 
intb great confieination. One evening the beauteous 
Celanira was mortally wounded in her ratber^s garden^ 
She was found funk upon a feat oF turf, ajl weltering 
in blood, with Oliver lying at her feet in a ftate of in- 
fentibility, and pierced fay the thruft of a iword. The 
unhappy Celanira declared openly, thajt flje hadbe^n 
befct by aflfaflins, who had introauced themfelves ij*to 
her father'5 houfe^ and on entering the garden had l^t 
the doors open ; tljat at this inftant Oliver, who w,as 
crofling a neig^hbouring woo4, had heard her ^ries ; 
that he ruflied.into the garden, and refolyed to defend 
her ; that he alone had attacked the mfiiana^ who, be- 
fore' tliey took their flight, had all fallen upon hiiji^ 
and after having wrendied his fword out of lus hand, 
had plunged it into his breaiL Witikind and Albion, 
who wer,e from hornet at tbe ti^e hx wU^k this horrible 

event 
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event tooi: place, returned with great precipitation. 
They found Celanira in a dying condition ; (he re- 
peated thefe dreadful particulars to them, and on the 
next day expired in their arms, • At this fame period, 
Armoflede, the friend of Geianira, retired from the 
court, and appeared there no more. In the mean' 
while, the Knight of the Swan, who ftill remained in 
a ftate of infcnubility, was removed to his own houfe. 
His wound at firft was fuppofed to be mortal : he be- 
gan in ^ little time to regain his fenfes, but a violent 
fever, with which he was attacked, attended with a 
terrible ftate of delirium, allowed but flight hopes of 
recovery. In this condition he lay ;iear a month, 
when ms phyficians at length pronounced him out of 
'danger; and as foon as he was able to mount on 
horfeback, he obtained the emperor's leave to travel, 
and to withdraw himfelf from the fcene of thefe recent 
difafters* 



CHAPTER lY. 



■ ■ The bc<ft sriawAki im dcat^. 

SIX months had siayK el^pCeft fy9^ tht deaih of 
Gelaniria, whcn^ the eoaperor, defippt^, to give the 
£er£taA am1>afrador&die.diKeriii;Qn of hunting tl^ h\\{* 
falo, condu&ed them to. th^ black, foreft.^ Beii^ 
arrived at the place , of general rendezvous, Charle- 
magne purfued a bu^lo, and darted upon the ainimal, 
in order to cut oiF its head with one ftroke of his 
fabre. Tb!e kaft^ beuig only wQiunded, ran fttU at the 

^ Srery ti^g whj^ relates to tiiiiJiuat ]» takeo fi;om U^ 

prince'ji 
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i>rince*s horfe j and in this ; violent and unexpeiled 
Siock: the emperor received a large wound in the leg. 
The buffalo wa^ going to repeat itis attack^ when- 
fuddenly a. iTian ruflied out of the wood, and affailing 
the enraged -beafl, laid it ^ead at Charlemagne's feet ; 
but wh^t ^vas the prince's furprife to recognife in his 
liberator tlie, gallant Il'ambard !* He gave him his 
hand, aiad affe<£lionately embraced him. The courtiers 
nowr arrived on the ipot, furrounded Charlemagnfe, 
congratulated Ifambard, and. prefled the emperor to 
alight froixi his horfe, and fuifFer his wound' to fee 
drefled. '* No,*' replied the prince, " lam defnous 
that q^vieen Hermengarde fliould fee me in this condi- 
tion; and it is in this manner, with my boot torn, and 
my leg .bleeding, that I fhall.condudt Ifarhbard to my 
palace." . 

Ifambard, it \viir be eafily imagined, was receivad 
at court in the mofl diftinguifhed manner. In all ages 
the example of the fovereign has been followed by 
the courtiers. 

The Knight of the Swan was unacquainted wdth the 
death of Celanira, and the accident which had hap- 
pened to Oliver. During an abfence of eight monthf, 
the latter had not written a fiiigle letter to his compa- 
nion m arms. As an hiftorian, I could not well pafs 
over this trait though J ^m aware it wiU excite the 
indignation of the greater part, of my 'readers. For 
fefts Ytfeff ^I^'^^"'^^*- and/.«>W%, Ifriendfhip mani- 
SleteT/an^^ put to the teft, by the multiplicity 
♦l!^^ • T ^^^*^^- *»it in the rude age in which 
Lrov^d Wv ac^"^ '""^ Swan flouriihed, :fr1fnd(Si7 w^^ 
proved by a dbons—by unbounded devgtednefe; friend 

ftat perfc^^d this' a«St"''l 8e«lem,a of the name of Ife„b^ 
toed from the court on r^' *"«','"ft»'7 te"' "»* that he had re- 

Charlemagne. ^""'* "ermengarde, the datoghter-m-law of 

divided 
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divided his foitune with friend; they expofed their 
lives for the fake of each other ; but there they 
flopped: and, £nce I muft fpeak plain> they never 
wrote to one another. 

Ifambard, with equal grief and aftoniffament, heard 
of the tragical end of Celanira. He was anxious to 
fct off immediately in queft of Oliver, but Charle- 
magne detained him for a few days, as he was defirous 
of admitting him into the Literary Academy, which 
he bad juft founded, and of which the firft general 
meeting was now at hand*. 

On the day appointed for this &mous afiembfy, the 
emperor, attended by the flower of his court, and by. 
the learned men who had been collc<Sted together by 
Alcuin andTheodulphus, entered into a hall belonging 
to the palace. The new academicians fat round a 
large table, and Charlemagne opened the meeting 
-with the following fpeechf- 

^* After having- extended the limits of this empire 
by my viftories^ and fecured the tranquillity of the 
ftate by a new code of laws, 1 defirc nothing further, 
either for my own glory or the good of my fubjedts, 
than the power, of adding to the title of conqueror, 
and legiflator that of the reflorer of letters and arts. 
Antiquity furnifhes us with mafler-picces in every 
kind of literature ; the fludy, therefore, of thofe great 

• Alcuin and Theodulphur were Charlemagae's pnncipal co* 
operators in the revivai of letters* - The emperor afliiled, and 
gained Inftru^ion at their letTons. He' eilabiiihed in his own palace 
in acaden)y, compofed'of the great noMiity of the kingdom and men 
of literary talents ) he 'himfelf. becjuile voluntarily a comnapn mem- 
'bcr of the academy, without any idiftin^tron-chat befpoke his rank. 
Each member-of this (bciety jafTumed a literary and academic name j 
Charlemagne, nvhofe -favourite ftiKiy has the Bible, ttnd whofe. am- 
bition was to b^ like Rayid, Jo, kmg after God^s cwn heart, received* 
ftonxJiis fellow- academjciaai the name of David'. 

Sea fiij^. d^ Charlemagne, par M^t GAiLtAHO; 

-f All the f^s, which' fo much redound to the glory of Char* 
temagne, iri^d «t>oye ffecch^ aft taken froov hiftofy 'Wkb (crupulou» 
sxa£tnt(u 

modcU 
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models iB of indifpenfable ncceffity^ It will, indeed, 
be dijSicult to equal thenr itithe artsi which are tnere^ 
ly agreeable ; but wc poi&f& knowledge to which they 
were ftrangers; and being enlightened by chriftiaiuty^ 
we ought to excel them in works of morality. Thus, 
will the purity of the evangelic do&rine preferve xis 
from thofe monfirous errours into which the ancients 
fell : henceforward, then, fhall men of letters be no 
more tlie apologifts of fuicide^ no longer fhall the ' 
pernicious principles which lead to atheifm be found, 
in their Writings, that fatal feliifhnefst, which clafles 
among human prejudices, the feelings of nature and; 
the love of our countiy, or thofe feditious masdms, 
which tend to the overmix>wing of emjnres. Such as 
cultivate literature will hereatter have the advantage 
of working upon a folid: and immovable .bails; and, 
inafmuch ' as they fliall be guided by pure and di£ii- 
terefted motives, they will ever exhibit an exampfe 
of refped for public morality, the laws, and religion*. 
Such ^re the mei»**-fuch the eilimabie citizens, for 
whom alone t^s natic/|ial academy is infUtoted^ The 
temple of the mufes is augui): and venerable only, as 
.it is, at the feme time, t^ temple of viriue. • There 
innocence and concord (hall maintain good order, 
and peace and fwcetcft harmony; thence will be? 
baniflied all intrigue, licemioufnefs, and Impiety; 
and the never-&^g laurels, which glbry iball thetei 
diftributcf, {hall crown only beneficent genius and 
uieful talents.— Such otight our academy to be. As 
head of the nation, as iovereign, I fliall protedl and 
honour menX>f letters, while diey nxake proper ufe of 
their knowledge ; but ytben they prefume to fhow 
contempt for good moral$ and religious belief, they 
ihall for ever l^ deprived of all litentry diftin£tions. 
The vickms and unprincipled man, endowed with 
' expraosdinary talents, is like a liirious kinatie armed 
widi a poniard. A fword in the hand of a hero can 
defe^ aodf f erxe thQ fta$6 ^ but. when willed bv a, 

villaia 
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villain it becomes merely* a mur4er(n)s ^^apon, and 
the vHc inftrument of cruncr So is k with rcfpe^ to 
talents ; vfC ought to admircitfaem when they are ufe- 
ful, and enjter into league againft them whenever they 
difturb the otdbr and peac;p of fociety, 

" Finally, in having aflembled you here, I exhibit 
a wii)ing example of the veneration and refped du^ 
to knowledge and taleii^, when unit^ wim virtue. 
In this place, confecrated tQ ftudy, I rejoice to deicend 
from the ran^ in which chance has |Aaced nie, to en- 
joy among you the fole diftinftions which arc of afiy 
real value— thofc which are ^hc fruits of si;>e(iitation 
and wif^ora. The union wi^ich prevails ijoi ^his fociety 
.will ever fubfift, becau£^ it is founded upon dleem« 
and a pet£e£t conformity pf opinion an4 fentiment* 
You participate in, my love for our country, my 25eal 
* for religion f ^iid you will nev«r £^rget, tfiaftotbe 
fublime morality of that bo^ faith you owe ev^rv 
thing I have dpne for the felicity of my people,— K 
-was ridigion which tau^fit m^ to f<^ bounds to my 
ambition ; it was (he, who, (iopping o^e in the full 
career of conqueft, difcovered to mc another fource of 
clpry, more fiwflantial and more piui^-— (t was religio^t 
tn^t di<^ajied to me thofe laws, which (belter ypu iirom 
defpotifm and oppr^on ; and (he it vrd^ that» Iq re- 
commending clemency, l^s induced me to pardon 
plots and corifpira|:ies ^gainit my aud^oti^ and againft 
my life : it was her beneficent doctrines ^ich havi& 
been able to attraft and fiK among us th^ brave ai^d 
generous chieftains pf the Saxons, an eyentwhi^h has 
procured us the alliance of that warlike ^ople ^ ,and 
it was her maxims which induced me to wave aH other 
' conditions with th§ va^guifhed na^tionsi^ but the, abo- 
lition of tholib bornblc: and. bloody facrificea ^%:h 
difhonouredhuraaanatui^ In a word, itis^rcligton 
that has commanded me to liberate millioi^ of flayej^ 
and tofecvre to e^ery cbrUUi^n the tank of a freccitj- 
. zen. Sudi are her b(»iefits«-fugh the &hiicary ixifluenoe 

and 
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and utility pf religion ! And may hereafter our fucccflbri 
' in this academy, for the fake of the profperity qf the 
empire, and the jiteiefts of good moraJs and humanity, 
feel as we do : that, without this formidable reftrainr, 
the paflrons of men would annihilate all laws ; that 
niprality would- Exhibit nothing better than a mon- 
firous chaos of wild fyilems, and of various and conr 
tradi(5tory opinions,, and politics a frightful labyrinth 
Qf cruelty and treafon ; that, in fine^ religion alone 
C9LQ reprefs the ambition of fovereigns, ftir up in their 
minds contempt and horrourfor ae^jpotifm, maintain 
among the people the love of order and juftice^ and 
form good kings, as well as virtuous citizens.**^ 
. Her£ the emperor ceafed fpeaking* and the hall re- 
fojjnded with applaufe. This, indeed;^ is flill in prac- 
tice, whatever the fpcech mav bc,^ even at the preient 
day.. My memoirs do not inform me Whether Charle- 
magne had. diftributed tickets, in ordei: to get himf<^ 
apjnauded, or whethctrhe had taken the pr^ca^tion to 
provide himfelf beforehand .witj? a hundred officious 
admirers, by having xead his fpeech /^ hi/' friends^ . A» 
time alone can carry things to theii: higheft pejrfeftion, ' 
^it is natural to believe, that thefe .cuftoms gained 
,eftablifliinent by degrees, in proportion as the light of 
philofophy illuminated thp world. It is miite needlefs 
toobferv^, that this religious fpeeeh of Qharlepiagne 
.was in. no rti^^t^ academical j but we ought to. havfe 
^me indulgence/for that prince, . Ayheii'We^ bpnfider, 
thatfhe couTd jxot .bdaft of Jj^ving'a fingle phitpfoph'er* 
i;i.aU.his y^ft don^inioh^ ;' the 'ftajt^iWs'^. 'tTiefefore,' 'o^ 
..this Infant academy,, which he^drew up'himfelf, appear 

. ♦It IS umieceflary "to obterve, ' is'l Jiave' repeatedly ' faiU; that t 
am crftidfing falfe pbilofophera- oA^y j'-'lfu'cK ' nifen as make op«n pW- 
.•fe0a0n of .iinpsety,' and Qonteimpt.-iqB,T)e.ceBcy4 of .in^ner and fouiyl 
^morality.- Rjit, fronapiy heartj I .love.«»n4 honowr jrcal phUofopberSi 
'tholfe 'true rriends of ivjfdom And virtue, 'fuch as were Socfafes, 
'Epiftetus'j Marcus AiJreiiu^jf and, of late- days, PBloal,- MiiiHildh, 

' ^ , to 
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to us extremely uncouth ; he exhbrts thenewmemi 
hers; for inftance, to love one another, biit he cx- 
prefsly forbade them to praife each other mutually in 
their public difcoiirfes*. I fhould not cite fuch traits 
as thefe, but merely to /how to what degree of per- 
fedtioh the human mind is -brought in our own d^ytf* 



CHAPTER; V. 



I n Mnftinx ^bK^lsiit (wortif 

Htire we not pU$bte4 each our holf o«lhf 
' ^ That one ibouldbe Ihe comtnoo good of hc^ f 

. Palmw and Antttf ^r tht Knight* t tah, 

DftTOSlf* 

Alannetl with CYery rifing g^^^ 
In erery woody ifl erety TjUe* 
* ' ELrfliKiTO]r# 

1' ■• ■ • '-' 

ON the morrow of the academic fefliQn, Ifamb^rd, 
whofe thoughts were foleiy engrofled in folicitude i^x 
Oliver, left the court, attended by a flagle fquire, and 
fct out. in queft of bis friend. Imagining that Armp- 
flede could give him feme account of Oliver's refidencey 
he firft repaired to. the folitude where that Udyh^d re- 
tired, but did. not find her there ; he was told {he had 
been carried.ofF two months before, and no one had 
any. knowlcdge^of theorank or na,me of the raviflier- 
Afflided at thefe fad .tiding$, ' Ifembard. took the road 
.to an ancient c^jftle belonging. ta. Oliver, and iituate 
■ • - . • ' 

« . •• . . . "'■■*.; ; ■ •{ 

• Such, ia fa^, wasone of the ftatutes of this academy. 

• S99 Uip% de CbarUmagney' far Mk.Cax^la r Jt« • 

at 
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at At extrcailty ^f the Mack forcft. After thirty 
hqui> ride, lie arrived wittpn three leagues of the 
caftfe. He {>rocceded on hi$ way, when, hearing the 
found of hqrfe^ feet behind him, he turned his hea(^' 
and with extreqae fatisfa£tion perceived his friend 
diver nea|- ^m, whom he haftened to meet* Oliver^ 
when he faw Ifambard approach, flopped (hort, and 
aliehted from his fleed. The two friends repeatedy 
cnabraced each other; after which Oliver, taking 
Ifambard by the hand, led him to the foot of a treev 
and, making him fit down befide him, accofled him 
thus : ** My dear friend, this ia the firfl mcxnent 
of fatisfaAion, that I have experienced for fix montiisr 
pafl. I flatter myfelf, that we fhall now part no 
■» more, for I am determined to foUow yon wherever 
you go. I hav^, however, a favour to requefl of 
you— My heart, in fpitc of my friendfliip, cannot 
oj>en itfelf to confidence.— —^Do not make inquiries 
after what has pafied during yo^r late abfence, what- « 
ever oddnefs you may remark in my behaviour— -do 
not, I conjure you, queflion me upon itj and this I 
require from your friendihip.*' 

While Oliver was thus expref&ng himfelf with fsnit- 
tering voice, Ifambard, whofe eyes were fixed upon 
him, examined him within^preflible concern: On the 
wan coutitenance of Oliver appeared deep traces of 
^rief anfl mektncboly^ th^e was fiMnething frightful 
inhis foared and ill-boding looks ; tad what particu- 
larly finick Haoabard was his Aidd, which was co- 
vered wjdi a black crape, ifcat entirely concealed his ' 
device. After a fnoment- s faience, Ifambard took his 
friend by the hand, andfqueezad it. "Thouknowefl,'* 
faid he, ^^ that in my eyes, thy inclination is a law.'^ 
^ItisfufBcient;'Vi«phed Oliver, *Vl am at eafe." 
At thefe words he arofe, IfSKnbard followed him^ and. 
both of them remounted their fleeds, to proceed on to 
the caftle. The day now began to decline, and the 
knights had arrived upon a larg^ open road, and en- 
joyed 
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joyed the fight of the laft beams of the fetting fun. 
In a quarter of an hour after, they came to the toreft. 
Scarcely had Oliver entered therein, when he made a 
fudden flop. "What gloom;" * cried he, "what 
frightful darkncfs. — ^Ah' let us haften away f"— 
Thcfe words, which ^ere uttered with a broken voice, 
made Ifambard ftart : diflfembling, however, the fur- 
prife he felt at this ftrsyigc behaviour, he merely ob- 
lervedj that the road they were in was the only one 
which led to the caftle Oliver replied virith a figh,' 
and Continued his route ; but in a few minutes he 
again (lopped fliort in the moft abrupt manner.*— 
" Ifambard," faid he; ** do you h«ir the cries of the 
flmeral birds of night? — Let us haften to get out of 

' this terrible place/' On faying this, Oliver pufhed 
his horfe briikiy, and galloped forwards with incredi- 
ble fpeed ; the ditches, tjke broken trees, and the thick- 
ncfs of the underwood proved no obftacl^ to his im^ 
^etuous courfe. He fcemed as if he were flying from 
the moft imminent danger ; all Ms motions were ex- 
pfeflive of terrom- anddifraay ; fometimesflowly lifting 
up his head with ah air of vi^ildnefs, he lookedf on one 
fide, and fefemed as if he were beholding fomething 
dreadful ; he would then fhudder, and violently fpur- 
ring his horfe, make him bound to a prodigious dif- 
ta«ice ; he now appeared to ftagger and totter, but In 
an inftant he took tJic path a:gain, and hanging over 
liis horfe*s neck, and pricking Ms fides, he darted 
along. with fuch rapidity, that ifanAard, in fpite of 
all his efforts, could only follow him at a diftance. 
At length they arrived at the caftle. The attendants 
had long «xpe<5ted Oliver, who had not been at the 
manfion.for upwards of twelve months. The two 
friends entered into a room which was well lighted 
up. Oliver, rnottvithftanding the violent exercife he 

^had been taking for two hours, appeared to recover 
Tiimfelf on feeing the tapers. A deadly palenefs, how- 
ever, disfigured his countenance, and bis whole frame 

was 
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was SkSkAtd with (hivering; Then throwing himfelf 
into an armrchair, he continued fqine time without 
JTpetkiiig ; afterwards he feemed to levive, and he 
converfed with Ifambard with a degree of compofure 
liU the hour ^offuppe;-. 

After fupper, Oliver fell into a gloomy and fuUen 
reverie; the tcndernefs aad terrour which appeared ex- 
prcfled on hfe face, and the quicknefs of his refpira- 
tion, fufiicientiy Befpake the difordered ftate of hrs 
mind, aad how much he inwardly fuiFered ; fiom this 
condition he recovered only bv convulfiveftarts-, which 
overwhelmed his friei;id witn difmay. Oliver at lafl: 
eyed him with ftedfafl looks ; he then appeared fur- 
prifed and delighted at feeing him fo near ; his coun- 
tenance affumed a fofter expreflion, and he appeared* 
as if he hadjuft awaked from a painful fl umber ; but 
fpon reiapfed again into his former difordered coh.- 
dition. 

The hour of retiring to reft at length arrived ; 
Ifambard was preparing to follow his friend. Oliver 
flopped hina. *' Kambard,'* faid he, " we rhuft not 
pafs this night together— ^-the bad Hate of my health 
obliges me to have recourfe to this kind of feparation, 
which gives oie. more pain than you can imagine.-r^ 
Gpod night, my friend, may you tafte that repofe 
which I have irrecpverably Jloft." Thefe words Oliver 
pronounced with great emotion, and, without waiting 
for a reply, he left Ifambard in a very precipitate 
;inani\er. The latter remained abforbed in refleftion 
upon what had pafled before him, and, ere he re- 
tired to reft, was defirous of queftioning the youth- 
ful and amiable Zemni, Oliver's favourite page. The ' 
interview he had with him ferved only to increafe his 
furprife and uneafinefs. Zeinni informed him, that • 
for a long time paft he had not been allowed to lleep 
, in the fame apartment with his mafler^ and he adckd 
that Oliver, he fuppofed, was particularly afHidted du- 
ring the night, becaufe each morning he was obferved 
to be more than ufually weak and dejcded. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VL 



THE LITTLE SHQE^HEELS. 

•M^^Ahi! ciec^ umana mentey come i giudlci 
Tuoi ibn vani, .e torti I " • 

Ta'iso; 

jSAMBARD found means of procuring tlie kfey of 
a fmall chamber which lay contiguous to his friend's 
apartment. Iti thrs chamber he iccreted himfelf with 
an intention to pafs the whole night there. The room 
was feparated from Oliyef-s by a flight wainfcot, fo 
that it wis not poffiMe for.a figh or complaint to 
^fcape the vigilant Curiofity of his friend, who with 
his ear clofe to the wall began to iiften with anxiouis 
attentten. In about a quarter of an hour he heard 
the door of Oliver's chamber foftly open, and he 
could diftinguifh the gentle noife which the little flioe- 
hecls of a woman make over a wooden floor. A 
moment after thefe words were utteried in the fweeteft 
accents : Oliver^ in vain doji thoU fly frbmmi!-^! will 
follow thee wherever thougoeft! Ifambard no fodner heard 
thefe words than he withdrew himfelf fiom the wall, 
and leaving the room, he returned to his bwh cham- 
ber. The concern he felt on account of his friend's 
health was the fole motive of Ifambard's curiofity, 
and he could not help reproaching himfelf for having, 
as it were by furprife, found ou^ a fecret of this na- 
ture, and difcovered ah amorous intrigue, which Oli- 
ver was-fo folicitbus to conceal. After much reflec- 
tion upon this fingular event, Ifambard imagined the 
female he had heard was no other than Armoflede, 
who had been carried off by Oliver ; and he ftippofed, 
tliat, being fmitten with the charms of another, his 

friend 
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friend was deiirous of abandoning her ; that this 
negle£ted fair one befet him, and purfaed him 
wherever he went i and, in fine, that remprfe arifing 
from fuch' criminal inconftancy, together with the re- 
proaches of the lady, and the emotions of a new paf- 
fion> were the caufc of the deep melancholy under 
which he was labouring, and of thofe moments of 
wildnels which fo frequently difturbed his reafon. - " 

Ifunbard paiG^d the night without ileep,, and arofe 
with the firft beams of day, but be could not get ad- 
mittance to his friend. He was informed, that Oliver 
was no longer accuftomed to rife with the dawn ; thsit 
he remained in his bed, or at leaft fhut up in his cham- 
ber, till the hour of dinner. At laft Oliver appeared 
as the dinner was placing on the table. Fie wa^ 
fo weak, that it was with difficulty he could fupport 
Kimfelf. His diflievelled locks, his blood- ihotten eyes, 
and the exceffive palenefs of his cheek, flamped his 
countenance with a difaftrous appearance, that infpired 
^onfternation ; neverthelefs the fight and converfe of 
ifambard infenfibly difpelled thefe fad impreffions, and 
towards the end of the r^aft, he fe^t^d to be in a 
better ftatc of mind. When they arbfe from table, he 
communicated to. his friend his intention to tittvel. 
** I have a {ingular defire,'* faid he, " to roam about; 
tor ever fince 1 have been in the languid condition in 
which you fee me, I find it impoilible to lodge two 
days together in the fame place : I have there^re or- 
dered my horfes, and am going to fet out.*' Ifam- 
bard replied) that he was ready to accompany him ; 
and the two knights inftantly mounted dieir fteeds, 
and, attended by their efquires, and the youthful 
Zemni, they departed from the caftle. On the road 
they convened tranquilly together, riding at a gentle 
pace, fide by fide. Oliver alked his friend many ^uef- 
tions relative to his travels, and the latter, who wiflied 
for an opportunity to ipeak of Armoflede, reWtedhis 
adventure with Adalgife. Scarcely had he pronounced 

the 
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the name of Armoflede, th?in he perceived Oliver 
change countenance, and begin to tremble, and this 
confirmed him in the fufpicions he had entertained. 
He haftened to change the converfation, but Oliver no 
longer took any part in it, but kept profound filcncc. 
At the approach of night Oliver was anxious to ftop' 
at the firil inn that appeared ; and having afked for 
two feparate rooms, he found they only could be ac- 
commodated with one large chamber, to which be- 
loi^ed a clofet, that inftead of a door was divided from 
it by a piece of tapeftry only. Oliver appeared much 
vexed to be obliged to have his friend fo near him. 
Ifambard, however, pacified him, by obferving that it 
was his cuftom to fleep very foundly, and remarkii^ 
that the clofet had ' an outlet in the gallery, .lo 
that he could rife early, and go out^ without paf&ng 
through the chamber. At ni^t Oliver preffed his 
friend to go to bed before him. To this Ifambard 
readily comented, and feigned even to be tired, and 
in great want of fleep. He went immediately to reft, 
and Oliver faftened» in the heft manner he was able, 
the hangings which ferved as a door, then placing fe- 
deral chairs againft it, and putting out the lights, he 
went to bed, Ifambard was too uneafy to give him- 
felf up to fleep. He heard Oliver much agitated and 
^ weeping ; and this continued for more than two hours^ 
without any intermiffion. The chamber-door at length 
was heard to open^OUver ftarted with fo much 
violence, that all thfc furniture in the room was (haken ; 
he uttered a fmothered, but mournful cry— and, at the 
very inftant, Ifambard recognised the found of the 
fhoe-heels, and the fame voiceAe had heard the night 
before, which again pronounced the like words.— 
O liver y in vain diji thou fly from me /— / will follow thee 
wherever thou goefll Oliver made no reply, and Ifam« 
bard, Kilening with more attention than ever, heard 
him figh and groan as if he tvere violently opprefled, 
and fearful of betraying what he fufFered, or of making 
Vol. I. C any 
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any noifc. After a long filcnce, Oliver fuddenly ex- 
claimed, with a broken voice, O cruel Armofiede! 
This exclamation fully convinced Ifambard, that he had 
not been out in his conjedlure; but he could not con- 
ceive, that the condudl of Armofiede fubjedled her to 
any imputation of cruelty. In the v^^hole affair, Ifam- 
bard could neither comprehend the obftihate perfeve- 
rance of Armofiede, nor the defpair of Oliver ; and it 
feemed to him, that were he in the place of his friend, . 
he fliould be far from confidering this adventure in fo 
tragical a manner. In the midft of thefe refledlipns 
Ifambard fell afleep ; and he did not awake tilllate the 
next morning, when he flole gently out of the clofet, 
wJthotit paflTing through Oliver's room. The latter 
arbfe foon after, fad, and overwhelmed asjthe preceding 
dky. He looked about for his friend, .and they de- 
parted from the inn to purfue their route. At night- 
fall they flopped in a town, and found two feparate 
chambers in the inn where they put up, at a confider-. 
able diftance from each other. As they fat down to 
. fopper, Ifambard's efquire came into the room, and in- 
formed his maflerhchad juftfeen Adalgife, who lodged 
in an apartment near to that of Oliver. Ifambard was 
alarmed at this intelligence, as he had already related 
to his friend' the particulars of his combat with that 
prince ; and the name of Adalgife would recal to his^ 
mind the remembrance of Armofiede; he therefore 
difmifled his fquire without afking him any queftions 
upon that fubjeift, and changed the converfation ; 
which he was the more anximis to do, as he thought 
he bbferved great emotion in the countenance of (Oli- 
ver. At ten o'clock the Knights of the Swan fepa* 
rated, and Ifambard, according to his cuftom, arofeat - 
break of day. As foon as he was dreffed, he was fet-- 
ting out to walk about the town till Oliver fhould 
awaken, when he Heard the whole inn in an uproar. 
In the following chapter the reader will learn the caufe 
of this difturbance. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER yn. 



HORRIBLE SURPRISE. 

D*uiie haute vertue quand Teclat folemnel ' 
A confacre le nom et lea moeurt d*un mortel^ 
De la Unit ^rtue rautorite fupreme 
Suffit pour baiancer i^evidence «lle*m£me« 

Artaxtnt^ tragfdit di hiL Idiz^ttt 

ISAMBARD opened his door, and met fcveral per* 
fons, who in^med him, that a knie;ht had arrived at 
the inn the preceding evening, and had been aflaffi* 
nated ip his bed. Alarmed at thefe words, he hurried 
to hi§ friend*s apartment, but was relieved on finding 
the door fhut, and feeing the fquire of Adalgife, who* 
all bathed in tears, related that, according to his 
mafter's orders, he had gone into his chamber at day- 
break, and had found hihi deprived of his fenfes, and 
weltering in blood. In the mean while, the ma- 
giftratea of the town arrived. They interrogated the 
fquire, whofe perfon they had fecured \ and obfcrving 
that the dying ftranger mowed no figns of confciou£ 
nefs of his condition, they declared their intention of 
making a general fcarch over the houfe, and prepared 
to begin with Oliver'^ apartment, that being the near- 
eft at hand. Ifambard, apprehenfive that a public dif- 
covcry would be made of his friend's intrigue, would 
liave gladly retarded the fearch ; but not venturing to 
oppofe their intention, he went before the magiftrates, 
in order to get firft into the room. The hoft pro- 
duced a key, the door was opened— what an horrid 
fpeftacle preferited itfelf to Ifambard !—* The chamber 
had neither wihdow-fhuttei's nor curtains. The fun in 
Cz fuU 
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full fplendcur feemed to dart all ils rays upon the couch 
of Oliver, as if to enlighten and difcover the dreadful 
crime of which they were in queft of prc»fs.— The 
floor was dehieedwith blood.— Oliver was rougd funk 
in a lethargic iTuinber, but nothing about him indicated 
repofe ; conftemation, pity, and remorfe appeared at 
once depi£^ed upon his livid countenance. His hair 
{landing an end was expreflive of the terrour whicfar 
purfued him in a frightful dream ; and his^arms, which 
were flained with blood, and forcibly extended foni 
wards, feemed to repel with horrour feme obje£l which 
terrified him. At this dreadful fight li^ambard ut- 
tered a piercing cry, and fell on the foot of the bedv 
In th^ fame moment all the fpedlators ej^aimed with 
one voice. This is the man ; here is the aj^n f At thefc 
words Oliver ftarted and awoke ; aj feeing the 
crowd that furroimded him, he lifted up ms wild looks 
towards heaven, and cried, *< Great God, thou iviit 
then difcover ray crime!" — This avowal removed 
every doubt, andf.the officers of juftice were proceed* 
ingtofeize his perfon, when Ifambard, who had now: 
recovered himfelf, cried out in an impetuoiis tonev^ 
.*' Stop: forin fpite of thefe appearances, infpdteevenofi 
himfelf, I will be anfwerabje for his innocence. No, 
Oliver is not a vile affafiin : fhut us both upi in this 
room, and fet guards at the door, but l6t us be alone 
together. Go out, I entieat you, and do not. obliges 
me to force you to yield to my prayer." . The firm^ 
nefs of his tone, and the intrepid ueportment of Ifem-. 
bard, over-awed the whole company, and every petfood 
retired out of the chamber. Ifambard then drew near to; 
his friend : " Every thing," faid he, " appears to acit 
cufe thee ; my heart alone juftifies thee ; but fpeafc^ 
and explain to me this horrid myftery.— ** Flee from 
an unfortunate man," exclaimed Oliver, ** who is 
flained with an execrable crime i flee from me ; I am 
no longer \\»orthy of thy friendfliip." — ** O heavens ! 
what art thou faying ? No,, I cannot believe thee— 

Recal, 
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Recal, dear Oliver, thy wanideiinfif reafon — ^Doubtlefs 
fome noble combat'* — **No," cried Oliver, interrupting 

Sceft thou this blood ? — it calls out for vengeance f-i- 
Ah'f riie moft terrible punifhment lies at the bottom of 
toy heart - i I hafe my exiftence !— Will any* one, at 
length, rid me of it?** ■ > At thefe words Ifambard, 
diilled with honrour, remained for a moinent without 
motion, having his eyes fixed on Oliver — then em- 
bracing him, he exclaimed, *< A fatal delirium de« 
jHves thee of reafon— Thou harroweft up my foul— 
thou driveil me to defperation— but I flisdl never be- 
lieve that my friend, my brother, could have been the 
murderer of Adalgife."—" Wliat fayeft thou of 
Adalgife?" replied Oliver, with aftonifliraent.— — 
^ How ! thou appeareft furprifed?" — ** What have I , • 

to do with iillalgife ?" " He is alTaffinated^'* 

t* WJhattheix.?" — ♦* That is the crime imputed to 
'daec."~** What do I hear ?— How 1 is that the fub^ecS? 
-of thy apprehenfions, and thy tears ?*'-^Ifambard now 
embraced his friend wkk trapfport ; diat fingle word 
was fufficient for him; had- appearances of a flill 
fironger.Datuie operaisd/ia evidence againft Oliver, his 
fiiend couldnot have fufpeAed him to have been guilty 
of fuch a crime. Ifambard related, in a few words, 
what had pafled. Oliver heard him coolly, and when 
be ceafed ipeaking, took him ade£tionately by the 
hand; " It is needlefs to affure thee,*' laid he, " tliar 
I had no. knowledge at all of that event; thou never 
wouldfl have loved me, hadft thou been able to have 
imagined mc degraded by that infamous a£t — ^never« 
tiielefs, every thing appears againft me, and the law 
muft condemn me."r—" But diou canft clear thyfelf by 
a feithful i5ecital.'* — " No, I can reveal the truth to 
theei alone ; and before I die, I will depofit in thy 
breaft the {ecrets of my life ; but I would not difcloie 
it to iiave mylelf from death.'*—" Thou wilt die 
then ! and die (oo^u^der ignois^xiny ?— Confider, cruel 

friend, 
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friend, the torment and the ogprobriynj which thpu 
art going to inflift upon the reft of my life i" — " Hoi 
nooT tbrbids ine to fpes^k."-^" Hotnojur ! and if thou 
peififteft in thy filence^ thou muft perifh upon a fcaft 
fold!" — lam neithei; feithlefs nor bafe, but I have« 

deferved to die ; t have told thee lam guilty/' 

" Thou guilty l-r-^nd yet thou haft juft afliiired me of 
thine innocence !" — " I had no hand in themurddr of 
Adalgife — ^but this blood with which I am ftained^ 
ihis precious Wood— It is I who flied it !— ^Ah, let vs 
at leaft eftace the traces of this dreadM aS> which 
fleep, andmy^wn imprudence, have expofedto^ View." 
On fiaiftiing thefe words, Oliver baftily arofe up, and ^ 
going to a large bucket of water, which .was plaooidi 
near his bed, he plunged his arms into it, and then 
poured the water upon the floor. Ifamhaild. all this 
while ftood motionlefs with amazement atid cldUcd 
with terrour, gazing at Oliver wi& a difaftrons and 
ftupid air.^^Suddenly a knocking wds heard atthe dooej 
Ifambard knew the. voice of his fquire, who ^ried o^ 
that Oliver was entirely cleared.*— Ifambard- flew to 
open the door ; and the fquire related, that Adal^^fe 
had recovered his fenfes, but it was only to curfe the 
fuccour whic)i had. brought him back to life ; . that Gs 
was giving himfelf up tofuch violoitfitsof rage as frights 
ened all that were near him, and that in thofe fu<» 
Tious tranfports he had publicly avowed a^d*declared^ 
that no o^ had laid hands upon him, and thab^iie 
himfelf was the fole author of the crime ; for he had 
i^folved to put an end to his exiftence, which wav 
now become intolerable to him. Kamhafd went out 
to inquire into the truth of thefe particulars.; and 
having obtained full fatisfa£tion,^ was, in his tum^ 
€[ueftioned concerning the fituation in whidi his frieh4 
had been difcovered. He replied, that having been 
let blood the -preceding evening, the vein had burft 
open ; and every perfon agreed diat it was wrong to 
judge by appesirance^, boi^Y^ver fowgthey may be; 

a prin^ 
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a principle too often overlooked, and the negled: of 
which has frequently brought fufpicion upon innocence, 
and even deftrudlion. 



CHAPTER Vin. 



IMPENEmABLB MTSTERr. 

Sweet gentle fleep fits only on the eyelids of the hap py««no wooder 
Hien that I tafte not her balmy influence* 

Lakt ^/ H^mdermtrt* • 

ISAMBARD, hovirevcr, was more agitated and 
troubled than before. Oliver, who was juftified lA 
the eyes of every other perfon, could not be fo in 
his : uHver, it was true, ^had not flied the blood of 
Adalgife, \>ut with whofe blood then was he ftained ? 
He had pronounced this dreadful confeffion ; I am an 
affajp.n—^n ex^crabU ajfajfinl The afie^ionate and 
generous bread of Ifambard was oppreiTed with, a load 
of grief; hiS mind was wholly ablorbed in refleftjons 
upon what had juft happened. He repeated to hinafelf 
with hprrour, " Oliver has comiuitted a murder laft 
night ! but how could he, after the perpetration, of 
fuch a deed, go quietly to his couch, and fall afie^p ? 
What has he done with his vidlim ? Who can this vie* 
tim be?— Can it be the unfortunate Armoflede?*'— 
Ifambard (huddered, and was unable to penetrate into 
this dreadful myftery. He then went to his friend, 
who defired that they might defer their journey to the 
next day, left they (hould be thought to be intcading 
to efcape, from. the accufation which had. been laid to 
his charge. " But as this chamber," added b?, ^* is. 
become odious to me, and it is impoflible for me to 

fleep^ 
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ilcep in It againj I intreat you, my dear friend, to 
give pad ufi yow's for this evening." After thi^ 
ifambard conjured his friend to unbofom himfdf to 

him without rcferve.i " Alas," replied Oliver, ** I 

^m aware that I can now no longer hope to conceal 
the fatal fecret ; for after all you have feen, I km at . 
laft forced to impart it to you ! « The only good I 
have poffeffed in the world has been my lriend*» 
efteem, and that I muft now lofe!— Give me leave, 
at leaft, to prepare myfelf for this honid recital-^t 
will not he poflible to be made to-day— —but ter- 
mor row you fhall .know all." Ifambard perceived 
Lis friend to be in violent agitation of mind, and did 
not venture to prefs him further; but pafTed the reft 
of the day in the moft diftreffing manner. At length, 
being no longer able to bear this ftate cf fufpenofe^ 
and apprehending, beiides, the eSSeStB of the deep 
defpair into which Oliver was plunged, he determined 
to fecrcjte himfelf that very night m his chaniber.~ 
As he had flcpt in the room which he was to give up 
to his friend, he had remarked a door which open^ 
to a gallery, and was covered over by the hangings,- 
and before this door he placed fome large pieces of 
furniture, which entirely concealed it from the view ^' 
he opened it a little wav, and when Oliver was (hut 
up in his chamber, liambard ftole quietly in with 
an intention of remaining there jtill day-light. He 
placed himfelf in fuch a manner as to enable him to^ 
fee every thing that could take place in the rocmi, : 
which he. could obferve through a fmall opening he • 
had made in the hangings ; and thence he per-- 
ceived very diftindly what is now going to be de* 
fcribed.— — Firft of all, Oliver (hut the door with 
great caution— afterwards he threw himfelf into an ' 
arm-chair, and gave free courfe to his tears. Iu> 
about a quarter of an hour he began to undrefs him- 
felf-»his tears flowed no longer, but from time to time 
he vs'as ieized with trembling, and looked around hinx 

witli 
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%kh t^rrour* When he'^^as undrrfTed he fell upon 
his koees, and made a long prayer. At this Ifambard 
was not at all aftoailhed ; for in that 3ge of heroifm 
md loyalty, the moft valiant knights conlidered reli- 
gjon as the only bads of morality aiid virtue : but he 
was deeply a£Fe<fled;at the fobs and groans of his un- 
happy friend, who, after having nniflied his prayer, ^ 
proftrated himfelf upon the floor, with his face down- 
wards, arid remained near a quarter of an hour in 
that pofition. At length he arofe, and pouring fe- 
veral JbRgoos of water into a bj^ket, he exclaimed, 

f* Great^od ! what dreadful preparations I" He 

placed the bucket by the fide of his couch^ and 
li&iiitg up his hands to heaven with the exprefllon of 
the keeneft grief, he put out the light, and went to 
ied. He bemoaned himfelf, and lay in great agtta-* 
tk>n,,: .without any intermiffion, till midnight — ^then 
Kambaiid heard the door open, and the noife of the 
little fhoe-heels of a woman ; and the words which 
he now heard, for the third time were diftin6tly pro- 
nounced :— " Oliver f-^in vain ioft thou fly from me^ 

I will follow thet wherever thougoeJiV*-^ •*« O, for- 

give ! cried. 01iver~hc could fay no more, for his 
utterance was choaked by fobbing. Ifambard thought 
himfelf in a dream — ^^very thing he had feen, and 
every thing he had heard, appeared to him abfolutdy 
xnexpncable. He was loft in refledlion — ^nor was he 
roufed from this deep reverie but upon perceiving the 
firft beams of day-light. At this moment he ob- 
ferved that ihe, whom he had taken for Armodede, 
was leaving the^ bed of Oliver ; and being extremely 
defirous of feeing her, he looked with anxious .atten- 
tion over ths room, in which he C9uld now begin to 
;diftinguifh the obje^As. 
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f 4 DREADFUL DISCO^BRr* J * • ', 

I AniK^t, aod qu>t ncyt fi^^t I let the earth hide the^I , ^ ,. ; ... 

BUT "what can ex^refs^the horror he &k at tbe fight 
of the aftpniihing anddmadfui fpedacle that j^eni6d 
itfdf before liim ! He faw^ frightful anrf bloody ike* 
leton, which fiowljr withdrew itf^felf, uttering Aided 
groans, and leavn^ as it pafied tong traces of blood 
behind it, and which, after having inov^i acrofs thfe 
chamber, vaniihed away. Ifambard Ti^as at* firft pe- 
trified with aftoniflim^nt and terrour, and remained 
without motion— he then gave a lamentable cry, and 
Tuihed into the room. Oliver, who was riling from 
liis bed, ftarted at perceiving him— —•♦Ah! cruel 
friend," exclaimed ||e, *' wbait haft thou been doing ? 
Thou haft diicpvcred then both my crime and my 

Sunifliitient !"— At thefe words, Iliambard flKJdding a, 
ood of tears, nifliedinto his arms. " I yet knovi? 
nothing," replied he, ** but I beheld this frightful 
prodigy— I fee the excefs of thy misfortune, and I 
have participated in its horrors. I will never more 
quit the6*-thefe tremendous nights will I pafs. with 
thee^ — to thee will I confccrate my life : thou fcalt 
Hot henceforward- remain alone, in the midft of darkr 
nefs, a prey to thy misfortunes and thy remorfe^ — we 
will Dnoan togethw— upon my knees, befide thee, will 
I dry up thy tears — thy trembling hand fhalt prefe thi 
hand of a friend — thy ear ftiall hear his fighs, and 
the voice of facred friendfliip may perhaps alleviate 
thy fonows." This difcourfe imparted to diverts 
troubled breaft, the fole cQnfolatiou of which it Was 

fufc^ptible, 
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fufceptible, he embraced the generous liimbard, and 
fliedding a torrent of tears, exprefled himfelf in the 
mo{k tender and affe<Sling terms that gratitude coiJd 
infpire. When the two Knights were a little com- 
posed, they betook themfelves to the fad tafk of ef- 
facing the bloody tracer which the fpe<£tre had left 
in the chamber. Oliver dreffed himfelf, and promifed 
his friend to relate to him his tragical ftory in the 
courfe of the day^. Before thw left the inn, Ifam- 
bard was defirotis to know the muation of Adalgife^ 
and he was informed that his wound was not danger- 
ous, but that he was ftiU a prey to the moft violent 
defpair; that he raved with double fury when he 
heard Ifambard was fo near him ; that Ifambard's. name 
was* frequently in his mouth ; and he accdfed him of 
having carried off Armoflede. Ifambard judged it 
neceflary to write a note to that unhappy prince j* in 

•which he affured him he was not his rival, and that be 
had no knowledge of what was become of Armoflede* 
After having given the note to Adalgife's fquire, he 
mounted his horfc, and departed with Oliver, -^t 
the end of an hour's ride the Knights of the Swaa 

^flopped in a pleafant meadow, wheire they aiighifd, 
and retiring a little way from their fquires, who wen?. 
taking care of their fteeds, th^y eaterod a walk of 

• This fpe^re will doobtlefs tdkvA fubjf ai«r criticlfm $ but IbcUcre 
that real tn«o of learning will not difappr vc of a fidttpo which has hcea 
ib often employed tn works of the fubllmeft natuie. the epic pcem and 
tragedy. Will it be faid that greater appearance or truth is neceiTary in 
« roma nee ? Thi^ bbj«£^ton can only hob) good i* a ronttnoe which de- 
fcribes the manaers of the prefeni times. Befi^ei ^e work before us 
is, both in its plan and its form, ratiier a poem in tfie. manner of ArioftOp 
than what can be called a romance. I introduce'a ghofft in an aga in 
which vnirerial belief consecrated that .powerful engilie of terrour ; and 
I flatter tpyiielf that, witiiout thi^ apology^ it will.mcet with approbatioo^ 
ihould Cclantra*s ghoft make the fame impreflion upon my readers as Ic 
£d upon the few people to whom I have read the work. Furthermore^ 
Ifaie idea of making the heroino of the Aoty die in the firft pages of th« 
book, and yet to be ftill brmging her forward to th^ 9i4 of ttj ^ perhaps 
fulficioatly Miz\ 10 mcnt fome iadoigencct 

willows 
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willows which ovcrfauttg a pond* Hca-e Aey fealcd 
themfelves upon a tuft of reeds and butt-ruflies ; and 
Oliver, at length yielding to the intreaty of his friendf* 
began the ftory of his misfortunes ia the following 
terms. 
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CHAPTER X. 



« Xlle fait 4e fang^froH le dUcours i'e p[us tcndtCf 
3Et feint efFrontement un cimude embarras, 
Pleurs ^ui vont dioit au coeur et qui n^en partent pas. 

J^ Coquette dc ViUage de D v^ rent. 

♦* What a frightful detail of events doft thou re- 
quire from me ! — And how fhall I be able to find ut- 
terance for theni ? — Thefe afflifting remembrances 
©ppreft my heart durmg every moment of my life ; 
they purfue me in my dreams; but.at.lcaft I have 
checked them as far as I have been able, and chafed, 
them from my imagination; fqr how could I have fup- 
ported my deplorable exiflencc, had I allowed my 
attention to <!weU upon this external theme of terror and 
rcmorfe ? Yet muft I now retrace, in all its circum- 
ftances, that aft of error and delirium, which has 
plunged me for ever into the deepeft abyfs of mifery ! 
I am about to tear open and enUirge the wound tliac 
rankles in this diftraSed heart t — ^Be it fo— thou re- 
quireft it, and I owe it thee ! — O thou, who exercifefl! 
thy fevere but -equitalde .vengeance dwing the darkr 
nefs of night only— thou, whofe dear and revered 
name my guilty lips have never dared to pronpvmce 
-from thedayot my misfortune to tlie prefent moment;. - 
ihou feareft'the brightnefs of the fun-*— b.tit doubtlefs 
ihou art during the day ever wanderings around nie^ 
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and in allj>laces haunting the footfteps of thy unhappy ^ 
hufband f — • — ^Yes^ I hear thy fqrrowful accents, thou 
plaintive bleeding fliade !— Yies, I fee thee ! motion- 
lefs, «vkh menacing looks, and under a terrible form, * 
thou haft juft fixed thyfelf before me ! — ^thou wanteft 
to liften to this fatal recital ! — Ah ! may the excefs 
of my repentance, and the depth of my grief, excite 
thy pity-and difarm thy merited anger." After pro- 
nouncing thefe words Oliver paufed, and continued' 
gazing with horror upon the frightful objedt his dif- 
ordered imagination had cre^XQa. He then covered 
his face with his hands, and remained a long time in 
iilence, ivhich the exceffive forrow of Ifambard did 
not allow him to interrupt. At length, refuming his 
difcourfe, Oliver thus proceeded. 

'* The firft obje£t that engaged my attention at the 
court of Charlemagne, was Arniofleae. We. were at 
that time both of us extremely young. It was after 
. the fatal battle of Kontevaux : 1 hadiuft loft the un- 
fortunate Rowland, and fcarce was I cured of my 
wounds, when die dangers to which I had expofed 
myfelf in* hopes of faving the life of my friend, the 
bounty of the emperor, and my deep forrow, ferved 
to procure me the notice of this lady, whofe vanity 
was the predominant feature of her mind. ' 

The chara£ter 6f Armofledfe was not then unfolded ; 
I perceived notliing tmt her graces, and being feduced 
by them, I became attached to her. Although, queen 
Hermengarde had been repudiated in the infancy of. 
AtmofleSe, the latter had, through the kindnels of 
the emperor, retained in Lomb^rdy the inheritance of 
h^r anceftors. She took a journey to her native coim- 
tryj and on her return I found her exceedingly changed. 
V^ith refpedJf to me. She treated me with: coolnefs, 
and foon robbed me of till my hopes.' About this time 
a party arofe in Lombardy in favour of AdHgife, and . 
that prince was at one moment on the point qf re- 
covering his throne, I occafioaally met Armbflede, 

and-' 
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and perceived that ftie was deeply intereded in that 
revolution. At firft I attributed this conduct to a^ 
natural attachment to the race of the late mojaarchs ; 
hut, I was not long before I difcovered its real mo- 
tive. The character of Armoflede exhibits fuoh aa 
sUIemblage of failings and vices, as are rarely to be 
found in the fame perfon — inconftant in her preferen* 
oes, and perfevering in her defigns, (lie poffeffes all the 
capriees of levity, and all the obftinacy which ftrong 
feelings and violent pafflons can produce. Giddy and 
even indifcreet througji vanity, yet no one can lyrpafs 
her in the perfidious arts oF diflimulation and deceit- 
Bom with the moft ardent mind, and the cold^ft heart, 
devoid of all principle, and perverted by pride, her 
folc puxfuit is confined to two grand obje6ls-r-^lea- 
furc, and the vain glory of rifmg above others by the 
fplendour of rank, or the feduQive influence of wit ^ ^ 

and gr^e. So lively is her imagination, that without 
diBEiculty fhe can perfuade herfelf (at leaft for the 
moment) that (he reaUy feels the fen timents which (lie 
meant only lo feigp. Sheperfuades, (he triumphs, be- 
caufe {he often pal^ticipates in the illufion fl\e creates. 
She is feeling* aiFe^ing, and impaffioned at wilj, for 
fhe goes farther thah merelv afluming the guife — fiie 
becomes fo in reality, and tnus impofes upon herfelf, 
in order to impofe more furely upon thofe fhe intends 
to feduce. Such faults as ihe is unable to hide, ihe 
has the art of turning to her advantage; flie confeflfes 
in fo. natural a way, mat fhe is trifling, unequal, incon* 
fiflent, that no one i$ ever tempted to fufpe<ft her, biit 
rather inclined to attribute her faults, and even her 
perfidy, to mere imprudence and giddinefs. Nature 
has imprinted in her eyes the indication, of miiliciouf<« 
nefc and falfehood-r^but her fa,ce, which is as chahgc- 
a3>le and fupple as her mind, owes all its charms to the 
variety of its movements, and to its aftoniihing faci- 
Jity ot afluming every kind of exprcillon. In a word, 
coquetiibi.ambmous^ envious^ jlUfe, and vindi(Aive ; 

ihe 
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flic IS fo much the "more dangerous, as her vivacity, 
her eafy deportment, her open carelefs air, and evea 
her gaiety, deftroy all fufpicion of artifice, and art-^ 
nounce nothing but franknefs and gbodnefs. Such is 
Armoflede. Alas ! to my forrow, I was not acqu jointed 
withlier character till I had proved both the dupe and 
the viftim of her perfidy ! 

'*• One day as I was walking on the terraces ojf 
tlic palace, I perceived fon>ething brilliant lying upon 
the ground, and picked it up. It was a diamond brace- 
let which I had frequently feen oa the wrift of Armo- 
flede fmce her return from Lombardy. The bracelet 
had been opened by the fall— I had the curiofity to- 
examine what was in it, and I faw with great furprife 
that it contained fome locks of hair, upon which wasfet, 
in letters of enamelled gold, the name of Adalgife. I haf- 
tened to Arrnoflede, who appeared much difconcerted 
on feeing this myfterious pledge in my hands— I made 
no fecret- of my indifcretion, at whicn (he was at firft 
alarmed, but vanity quickly prevailing over all other 
confideratjionii, fhe allumed an iDgenuous air, acknow* 
ledged that her conduiQ: towaids me had. been very 
blameable, afliired me that ihe would at leaft make all 
the reparation in her ^ower, by giving me her fuU con^ 
fidence, and revealing to ; me the fecret of licr heart. 
She then <:on{eiTed me liad.feen prince Adalgife in 
Lombardy, who had repaired thither under a bor- 
rowed name, ia hopes of exciting a revolution. She 
l^id fhe bad ha^ogpormnities of inter cou^fe withiiim ; 
iiat this prince w^. fs^Ue^ deeply in love with her, 
and that; me had not W n iijfcmibleto his paffion.— 
** It w:as not,* contw!ie4.f^o» * without remorfe, that 
Fallow^d.him W> ^^^^ .% ]myhand-^I could not for- 
get my engpgenoent^ vf ith yx^u^-and I ;declare to you 
tirith my wpntod frapkneis, thiit I wa$ the more 
Qulpable^ as at thp bqttoQ) of my l^art I preferred 

pu to youi; u^aL<-^t^utam^Itioa proved too powerful 
;affeCtion. Bclidies, 'you loved mc but flightly— , 

while 



you 
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while Adalgifc adored me. I faw this, prince pn the 
poiiit of rc-afcending the throne of his anceftors; and 
gratitude and vanity finally fixed my deftiny. After , 
this fincere avowal,* added (he, ' you ought to be- 
lieve me when Iproteft, that had jqxx entertained for 
me a real paflion, I woujd, without; any hefitation^- 
have facrificed to you all the thrones in me umverfe/ 
Armoflede uttered thefe laft words in-ib' expreffive a 
manner, that I was much afFeSed by them. I was, 
in fa6t confcious, that the fentiments I feft for her 
were not fuflScicntly ftrong to merit a great facrifice : 
I excufed her inconftancy — I admired net condudl— 
was much touched at the marks of confidence and 
eileem which (lie laviflied upon me, and vowed her 
an eternal friend (hip. Soon after this, it was known . 
that Adalgife had failed in his attempt : Armoflede 
did not appear to me to feel much on the occafion. — 
• i had agreed,' faid (lie, * to give him my hand, if 
fuccefs had crowned his enterprife, and after due re- 
flexion, I now feel that ambition would not have fatis- 
fied my heart. On the throne of Lombardy, I fliould 
have regretted both the court of France ana the coun- 
try of Oliver.' — Thefe laft words (he pronounced 
with an air of tendemefs, nor could I look at her 
without extreme emotion : I preflcd her hand between 
mine— fhe afiedled to fall into a reverie— afterwards 
fhe appeared to recover herfelf in a very fudden man- 
ner, ahd rallying me upon my abfence of mine}, and 
upon my filence, fhe turned off abruptly, leaving me 
perfuadcd that iniecret flie had a ftrone affeftion for 
me, which (lie endeavoured to difiembTe, and ftrove 
in vain to conquer. Thus taking advantage of my 
credulity, Armoflede had found means of iacrificing . 
me to intereft and ambition, after having obtain^ 
my efteem and confidence ; and Ihe ^gainiittainedthe 

Eower of exercifing her former clainis upon my heart, 
y bafely. betraying the lover fhe had preferred before 
mtf the moment be became j^rofcribed and a fugitive. 
"' ■ V — • Ssd 
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Sad experience has imprefied inv mind with a very 
impbrtant tnirii ; we muft never rorni our opinions of 
thofe with whom we live, either by their declarations 
or their cpnverfe, but by their anions only, and their 
innloft conduft^and it cpmjnonly happens, that in thk* 
manner we Judge thofe only with whom we are but 
little cdnncfted: the judgment therefore of the public 
is generally equitable, bccaufe it is founded on pofi- 
tiVe fatfts ; whilft, on the contrary, we are ever meet- 
ing with dupes in the circles of intimate fociety. In 
vaia had Armoflede poffeffed the art of playing off ten- 
demcfs, fimplicity, and feniibility, rfhould neither 
have been fubdued by her graces,' nor by the wit and 
charms of her converfation, if my opinion of he^ 
heart and difpofltion had been founded only upon her 
conduft; ^hen I fliould have feen nothing more in her 
than an ambitious, indifcreet, and frivolous coquet, 
equally incapable of generous fentiments and real at- 
tachment. But, fcduced as I was by her artifices, I 
was 6n the point of refuming my former chains, 
when an unexpefted event changed all my defigns, 
overturned ^11 my ideas, and decided my fate for 
ever.— -O 1 what remembrances' am I about to re* 

vive ! ■ ! muft now, in aggravation of my prefent 

fc^rows, look back to thofe days of glory and happi- 
nefs, which puffed aWay with the rapidity of a deceit- 
ful and transient dream !— I nauft, alas ! dwell in de- 
tail upon that pure felicity, the delights of which I 
t«^ed only to feel in a keener degree all the horror of 
tlje deplorable d^ftiny chat was referved for me. ■ ■ 
Thou knoweft, that^ iti the laft battle we gave the 
Saxons, the difcomfiture ' of the latter was com- 
plete. My eagernefs to- purfue the fleeing foe hin- 
dered me from perceiving that I wap no longer fol- 
Icfwed by our foldiers. I cotitinued ^ my courfe, when 
I ^perceived &t th^ foot of /a tree a 'warrior belonging 
to the criemy's party : he was in a fitting pofture, and 
his heUaet> together with his broken lance andfword. 
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lay near hhn. I alighted from my horfe, and ruihcd 
towards him, to make him my prifoner. Till this mo- 
ment I had not perceived that he was wounded, • and 
ftlien into a fwoon — ^then I thought only of aflFording 
him fuccour* His blood ftill comimied to flow— 1 
flopped it with a handkerchief, and bound up the 
wound ; 'after which I ran to a neighbonring brook to 
fetch fome water in my helmet.^ On my return, I 
obferved with great furprife, that the Saxon warriof 
was upon his legs, and leaning againft a tree. His 
commanding ftature and majeftic mien ftruck me fo 
forciUy, that I flopped ten paces fliort of him, in 
order to view him. He uttered ceftain words in his 
own tongue, which I did not comprehend, but I un- 
derflood by the expreffion of his countenance, and by 
his geftures, that he was thanking me for the fuccour 
I had afforded him. While I wa^ contemplating him 
with fentimentff of refpedl vf^iich rendered me motion* 
left, heihowed mc his wound, and joining his two 
hands together, he appeared to fupplicate me ; he then 
drew a dagger from his girdle, and turning the point 
towards his heart, he remained in that pofture looking 
ftedfaftly at me. 1 perfectly underftood this ener- 
getic language, and in reply threw at a diftance from 
me my lance and fword : the warrior then let drop 
his dagger, and opened his arms to me — I ruihed to 
bis embrace, and the joy I felt in feeling myfelf 
preffed to his heart, thou canft more eafily conceive 
than I defcribe. O fecred humanity \ compared with 
the gratifications thou afFordeft, what is all the fan- 
guinary iuccefs of combats, and the barbarous glory 
of warlike exploits ? — I felt myfelf a thoufand times 
hanpier in having fefcued this ftranger from death, 
and given him liberty, than the deftroyer of a whole 
army in the thidd of die pomp of his tnumph. I faw 
wirh delight the foft expreffion of joy and gratitude 
fuffufed over his face. He looked attentively at me, 
as if he would impreis his memory with the features 

of 



\ o£ Ks ifeUvercr. At length wc y/mtt to fepiiratei we 

■ had ijiot beeii able to- exchange words, but our heavts 

Underfiood each other. I led him to his hoiie, which 

was tied at a little diJIanoe fvom us, and as the quan- 

! tfrjr of blood be had l<^ made him fliil exceedingly 

^ ^nt, I affiiled him to mo»nt ; he then afFecElionately 

fqucezed nw hand, and untying a fire-coloured fcart 

I - ftsibroidered wkh gold, with which he was girded^ hb 

pjeiented me with it, and at the fame inftant left me ; 

i he- rode widi great fwiftnefe, and was foon out of 

. £[ght4 liimmediatei^'dveiTed myi<^ in 1ms fcai^f, which 

^ I never ceafed to wear till* the fatal period in which I 

became no longer worthy of the gift.— A few 

mo^chs *iter rhijS- adventure peace was made,' and 

Witikind came to court. Thou wert not thert there; 

tjiou haft however fince heard of the tran&dtion I ani 

e>ing tQ relate, but it is one of the deareft r«mem* 
ances tt^at I have to cheriih, and as thou art not 
acquainted with all it^ particulars, and as it had (o 
snuch influence^ upon the fubfequent events of my life> 

, I t>ught again to make mention of it here. "We had 

all fought With Witikind, but none of us had anj 

r kinowledge of his perfon. Befide that the vifor of his 

liclai^ always concealed his face ; he had likewife the 
habit of changing his armour feveral times in the fame 
battle, ^ -that he. nioved a,bout every where without 
jbeingknown, or diffinguifhed from the other chiefs of 
bis army. We were all fhiitten with the moft eagct 
curiofity to fee this famous warrior. The emperor^ 
who fpeaks the language of Witikind, reoisived him 
at fiyft alone, and converfed with him JPor two hours; 
During this, time the whole court, and all the 

\ knights, were affembled in a great ball of the pilacej 

I was amonfg the number, and felt inexpreffible impar 

• dence to fee thefe two heroes maJ<e their appearance j 

whofe mutual iadmiration and efteem had fo l(?ng pre- 

' ceded their reconciliation. At length the door open* 

^, and Charlemagne -afad: Witikind came forwards, 

walking 
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walking hand in hand i but- whieit #asniy aftoninim^lv 
when* cafting my eyes upon the latter, I inftantly ^- 
eehred th^ wanriOT wbofe fife I had pi^efved I My 
emotion was extr«ne, and Wis further ihcrtafea," 
~When XJhffleirognc^4l iopping in ^h p aifi HV -ii>£ th^cirdd 
we had formed, thus addrefied uff alk * Knighfi/^— 
faid he, • Witikind * is looking for his deKverer 
among you ;— K)ne of you has^ without hefitation, made ' 
(acrifice of the terrible rights of war to the faered' 
]%hts of humanity ;-^he muft certainly be a loyal and ' 
gallant knight, for generoiity is the infeparable cotn-^ 
panion of true valour. As a foldier I lipprove of the 
a£l; as a monarch I oudit to reward it> fince W^tk* j 

kind was determined to lay hands upofi himfdfv' bad | 

his foe perdfted in takit^ him prifoner, and I (hould 
then have been deprived of the alliance and friendfliip 
of a great man/—- The emperor was flill fpeaking, 
when Witikind obferving my fcarf, ftarted, and look- 
ing me fall in the face, inftandy jiecoUeded me* He 
ruihed impetuoufly towards me; he prefled me in his I 

arms, and I faw the tear trickle dowaMscheek,«--i]| 
the midft of all thefe pure delights, 1 thought of thee, 
Ifambard, and keenly regretted thy abfence.— -rThc - 
fweeteft triumph is but imperfedl, if , not coptemp^ted 
by the eye of a friend !— The evening of ihis dayi 
which proved fo memorable to met the emperpr caUed 
me to hi& clofet, where I found hin^ alone. * Oliver,? 
fafd he, ' I promifed you a reward, and - 1 am going 
to fhow you that I have already takpiii mcafures con*^ 
ducive to your happinefs. The daughter of Witikind 
I know is^ incomparably beautiful ; I havejblicitedher 
father for her hand, for you, obferving to him that 
you were wholly unacquainted with the proceeding : 
he replied, that after what you had done ibr him, he 
himiclf would have propofed that union, had he not 
beexi withheld by a facred engagement. He has ptow 
miied his daughter to the valiant Albion, his lieu- 
tenant; and it w^ks on Ai^.cqc^itioa ()fpiff that h^ 
- : ■ . // could 

■I 
■ 



THE «WAN. 



45 



coi^ iDake fui*c of his fidelity. Honour obliges hinr 
to keep his word, and even good policy prefcribes it. 
Should he jireak it, Albion would be incenfed againft 
htm, and fix hunfelf in Saxony, and appear at .the 
head of theflsnder party which have not yet received' 
the yoke, and which perhaps would be too ftrohg for: 
T^ under the condud of fo able a general. Thusdoes 
the inte^eft .of Witikind, together with my own, and 
tb^t of all France, oblige me to give up tor ever the; 
psojeA Ihad firft conceived. I thought it incumbent 
upon me, continued the emperor, to enter into thefe 
paiticulaijs in order to check the hopes^ which, with**^ 
Q^ th?s confirmation, you might naturally indulge at' 
the fight of the handfomefl lady in the world, ana the-' 
daughter of a geneirous and grateful man who owes 
you his life .1 but I fliall find other means of providing' 
for your future iiappinefs, and you may with all con- 
fidence rely on my promifes.' When the emperor had 
left off. fpeaking, I ftammered out with much em* 
barraffment fome expreffions of thanks, and \^ent 
hafiity away in order to conceal" an uneafinefs for 
which I was unable to account. Never could the 
ideas he had given rife to have taken place in mf 
imagination, for till that moment I knew not that 
Witikmd had a daujghter. The beginning, liowever, 
of Charlemagne's cont erfation impreffed my mind with 
the moil vivid emotion ; I had admired the Saxon hero 
before I knew him, and becoming his deliverer, felf- 
love bad fo much elevated my idea of him, that his - 
alliance would have appeared in my eyes a thoufand 
times more glorious than that of all the fovereigns ef 
the earth. When the emperor informed me, thatWiti- • 
, kind had a daughter, and that fhe was beautiful,— I 
felt my heart begin to beat .'—-When he uttered her 

(name, an involuntary flart feemed to warn me that I 
was hearing the name of her who was to fix my dcf- 
tiny; and when the emperor at laft forbade me in fo 
particular a manner to encoufage the hopes of which 

^ he 
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he himfclf had given the firft idea, 1 was feizcd with 
inexpreflible fadneib. I confidered the mjim<S^mn^as' 
tyrannical, and had great difficulty to conceal from 
him my diffatisfa6tion." At this part of his narrative, 
CHiver heaved a deep figh. " Allow me, my dear 

friend," faid he, " to ftop here." Henceforward, 

in the courfe of my ftory, I (hall have but to fpes^k 
of HER, and you cannot conceive what vblence I 
muft commit on myfelf ere I can articulate her 
name !— -The fun alresidy begins to defitend-^— let.us 
barflen to find an afylom." On faying thefe words, 
Oliver got up, and Ifambard having called the 
fquires, they mounted their fteeds, and purfued their 
way. 

CHAPTER XI. 
COHSTANCr AMD FEUJL PlETT REWA RDED. 

' Qoe fontles paflions aupret de la nature 1 

Dv Bellot* 
^h! qui pQurrott efiacer dans an jour 

La prpfondeur des traces de ramour 1 

C*efl le torrent qui filloanant la pUdrie 

A tout empreint du fable qu*il entra^ne, 

Les pres rougis, les guerets dipouillees^ 

Marquent les iieuxsque fon cours a fouilles \ 

Mais un printems fuMta la nature 

Pour r^parer Temail et la verdure $ 

1-a vie endere i peine reproduit, 

La paix du ceeur qu'un feul inftant detruit. 

Pbrofine et MeTidore dt RirnarI^. 

ON the approach of evening, our knights an ivcd 
at a village^ where every thing wore the appearance 
of joy and feftivitv. The found of the bag-pipe and 
flagelet was heard in every quarter, and nothing was 
feen but dancing and rural fports. In the mi<lft of 

the 
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the village the crowd was fo great, that the Knighcs 
of the Swan could not get forwards. Ifambard being 
near an old woman, a&ed herfome qneftions refped- 
ing the feftival : fhe informed him it was in honour of 
die nuptials of Colin and Zoe, who had been wedded 
in the morning, and fhe pointed out to him tlie new- 
married couple. Ifambard was ftruck with the foft 
and interefting countenance of Zoe, but remarking, 
that (he did not feem to be in the earlieft ftage of 
youth, the old woman replied, that that was the beauty 
of it ; and fhe was going to relate the flory of Zoe, 
^when Oliver prefled his friend to. accompany him in 
queft of a lodging in the village. The good woman 
thereupon oflPered her own houfe, and hel' offer was 
accepted. She called out to a pretty looking girl of 
about thirteen, who was her grand-daughter, and mak- 
ing a way through the crowd, fhe preceded the knights, 
and conduced them to her cottage. Marianne (that 
was the old woman's name) with the affiftanee of* little 
Colette, quickly prepared for her guefls a plain and 
ruftic repafl. When the travellers were at table, 
Ifambard renewed his queftions concerning Colin 
and Zoe, which afforded great pleafure to Marianne, 
whofe delight was to tell a long flory.——**** Gentle 
knights," faid flie, ** I am going to relate all this 
affair; but it begins with a fong,. for it is mt)re than 
ten years ago fince the ballad of old Lubin has been 
made. All the girls in the canton know it by heart, and, 
if it be agreeable, Colette fhall fing it to ypu. I mufl 
£rfl of all tell you, that it is Zoe that fp^aks in the 
ballad, and that fhe was then young." At thefc 
words, Colette, with great readinefs, fung the follow- 
ing flanzay:* 

• The French ballad is an imitation of Old Robin Gray. The tnmf- 
lator would have infert«d the original, had the nanaes and.dlale^^^en- 
dercd itadmiffible in the ftory before us. Under this cmbarrafTaiejpk ,he 
had no alternative but to give the verfcs of Mad. de Genlis ah ^ilg4/^ • 
dr^fs. The reader who is acquainted with the admired Scotch ballad, "^sritt 
, excui'c him from the urgeTicyof the ca|c— ta others an apology is lefth 
necefTary. 

Whim 
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When night focceeds to bufy day, 
And flocks all homewards fpeed their way| 
While village eyes are iock'd in deep 
'Tis my fad taik to wake and weep 
By Lubin^s fide, who fleeps amainy 
Till morning wakes the world again* 
Ah, Lubinkindf and Colin dear! 
You rend my he^rt with tender care« 



Aycj Colin, In defpite of Fate, 
For thee atd^e this heart (hall beat \ 
The pride of loven fure was he, 
Young, handfome, conftant, fall of glee % 
. He loved but me«-«was loved again, 
And I, alas ! hsve mauled his paia. 
Ah Lubin kind,, and Colia dear ! 
Yoa rend my heart widi tender care,' 

One eve at I my diftafF plied, 
Young Colin all tn tears I fpied \ 
With fal*tring voice as jiear he jdrew-p» 
«« My Zoe, be for ever true," 
He tnembling cried, << ftill think on me,** 
^ I part, alas \ but 'tis for thee !*• 
Ah, Lubin kind, and Colin dear ! 
Yptt rend my heart with tender care. 

My hand he took, and fondly preft. 
Then laid it to his throbbing breaft, 
<« That this dear hand I may obtain,*' 

^ He cried, *^ I hafte to tempt the main. 
To riik all dangers—brave all harms, 

"And then return to Zoc*s arms." 
Ah, Ibttbin kind, and Colin dear ! 
You rend my heart witb tender care* 



Of 
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<* Of what avail can riches {rare ^ 
Or what ia gold compared to love ? . 
Then ceafe to.figh far Fortune's .(tor«. 
And let Am6lt;on riile bo more: 
f My portjjjn's great, if Joved. I bsy 
And Colin's feif is wealth tame.'^ 
Ah» Lubin kind, ami Gblin dev t 
You rend my heart with lender card 



I fued and wept, but all waa vntif 
He vowed to brave the falthlefs main* 
We bade farewel, he hied to (ea. 
And lucklefs oiin^ns marked his way« 
My boding heart portended woe^ 
And forrow taught my tears to Aow* 
Ah> Lubin kind, and CoUn iau ! 
You rend my, heart :Wlth ceivUr care* 

And while to keeneft grief a prey. 
Sad news alas ! was brought /torn fea ; 
All hopes forlorn-^no wedding near. 
My Colin found ^ wat*ry bierj ' 
His fhip-wreckM bark the billows toil^ 
And in the deep my love was loft ! 
Ah, Lubin kind, and Colin dear ! 
You rend my htart with- tender care, 



Of wayward fate, O fad reverfe. 
My tears bedew'd my lover's hearfe I 
My heart o'er his lov'd im^ige pln'd ; 
But while thefe forrows rack'd my mind^ 
Wew woes I prov'd ; Ah me unblcft ! 
My fire the ied of ficknefs preft. 
Ah, Lubin kind, and Colin dear ! 
You rend my heart with tender care 

Vol. I. D 
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No more he hied to till the groundy 
Nor more my fpinning wheel went round { 
AndJbon had he with want oppreft, 
Sunk down in death*8 eternal reft. 
Had not old Lubin^s timely aid, 
Bound up the WounAs that grief had made* 
Ah> Lubin kind, and Colin dear ! 
You rend my heart with tender care. 

He came at Pic/>t (oft command, 
Then held by Friend(hip*8 facred band9 
He raifed Affliction's drooping head. 
Nor more would quit our humble ihed* 
At length for me he 'gan to figh, 
And kenned me with a lover's eye. 
• Ah, Lubin kind, aiid Colin dear. 
You rend my he^t with tender care. 

One morn he fat him by my fide, 
*< Nor yet defpife my love," he criedy 
** What other fhephcrd of the ^ia 
Hris wealth like mine that hand to gain ? 
Thofe flocks that on the mountaiA bleat. 
Shall all be laid at Zoe's fcet>" 
Ah, Lubin kind, and Colin dear ! 
You rend my heart with tender care. 

A father urged old Lubin's prayer. 
And wept— -could' aught with (land that tear ? 
In vain with Nature*s power I ilrove, 
And Duty triumph'd over Love. 
With forc'd confent to church I hied, 
^And gave my hand — but nought befide» 
Ah, Lubin kind, and Colin dear 1 
You rend my heart with tender care. 
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Nor yfct were ail my forrows o'er. 
Ah ! new difafters lurk*(Lio flore I 
One eve^ ere I had married been 
A month, returning •*cr the greeni 
I met youog Colin, aa I p^&'d^t^ 
He fought me with a Lover*s halte* 
Ah> Lubin kind, and Colin dear ! 
You lend my heart with tender care* 



With joy and tenor in my eyes, 
1 darted back in wild furprife. 
And^do I fee my Colin morfi ? 
But ah ! in vain do I adorcy 
Unhappy Colit*-i-know thy ftte, 
Thy Zoe now is Lubin*s mate !^ 
Ah, Lubin kind, and Colin dear ! 
You rend my heart with tender care. 



With pallid cheek, and death-fike air. 
Young Colin gaz^d in wild defpair! 
And fain the youth would quit my fight! 
I flretch*d my arms, and checkM his flight. 
He aik*d one kifs to foothe his pain» 
A fingle kifs««>could I refrain ^ 
Ah, Lubin kind, and Colin dear! 
You rend my heart with tender care* 

.' Ah ! why will memory ftiU retain 
That kifs and meeting on the pUin } 
But fpite of all my foul's fond care^ 
Yet innocence, that harbours there* 
And virtue's meed, a balm may pour* 
And long- loft happinefs reftore s 
While Lubin kind, and Colin dear* 
May ctfBife to rend my heart with care ! 
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When the little girl had finiflied the fong, Ifambard 
obferved Oliver wipe away a tear, which the end of 
the laft ftanza had made him fhed. Ifambard was 
going to change this convcrfation, when Oliver, of 
his own accord, begged Mariatme to ftnifli the ftory of 
Zofe. The good woman did not ftiffer herfdf to be 
twice afked, but quickly drew near, and, fitting upon 
a ftool oppofite to her guefts, thus^pi-oceeikd. "^ I 
wifli," faid ihe, " that my neighbour Simdne was 
here, for as for telling the ftory of Colin, there is 
none like her in the village; but I'll do my beft to 
give you fatisfacSlion. You muft know then, tliat Colin 
went fo far, that nothing more was ever heard of 
him. Zoe wept, I know, not bow long. All the 
villagers knew it, and (lie was not-the lefe beloved by 
them for all that. They faid, her forrow is ftronger • 
than hei-felf; but if ihe do pine after CoKn, ihe 
takes good care of old Lubin, fhe is a good houfe-wife, 
and kind to every one, and God will one day or other 
give her grace to jdrive this young man from her 
fancy. Her father, who cheiiftied her as the apple of 
his eye,^ on account of her obedience, was always 
faying to her ; * it will be over ibon, Zoe ; it will he 
over foon ; Heaven bleffes children that honour father 
and mother:' and Zoe, who kept up a good heart 
againft ill fortune, would fay, ' lieaven always blefles . 
me, father, fince you are contented^- At the end the 
father turned out a prophet, for 2oe quite forgot 
Colin ; fometimes, indeed, when people .talked of 
love, ihe would now and then heave a figh, but Colin 
no longer ftuck at her heart ; ihe no longer loved any 
one but her father and good Lubin. It was now fevea 
years that Zoe had been married, when one good 
day an unknown hermit came and fettled in the viU 
lage; you'll never guefs who tliis hermit was, " O, 
rhotherl" cried Colette, with vivacity, inten?upting 
her, " you niuft not yet fay it was Colin." " WiU 
you hold your tongue, little minx," cried the old 

woman 
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woman with angen "Nay," replied the child, it is 
^you that always tell his name too foon, and neigh- 
bour SiiBorae fays it fpoils the ftory." At this reproach, 
which certainly was not unmerited, Marianne got ui> 
quite befide herfelf, and began to threaten the im- 
pnidentfColeJtte; but Ifambard flopped the old wo- 
man, and begged her to continue her tale; Colette 
aiked fot'givenefs, which was granted, and Ma- 
rianne thus went on. " I left off at the arrival of 
the hermit ; he had the looks of a faint, he was as 
pale as a piece of linen cloth, and had a great white 
beard, which hnng down upon his bread. He was a 
flrarige fort of a hermit ; he never aiked charity, aiid 
he boUglit a piece df ground on the top of a hill, and 
Imilt a hermitage upon it, which he furrour^ed with 
anworchardy and then he fliut himfelf up there to pray- 
to God, and to work in his garden. He never went 
out but to go to chtircrh, or to vifit the fick, for he was 
acquainted with all the herbs that ever grew, and he 
cu^ with them all the diford^rs in the country in the 
tfwmkiing of an eye. When people confulted him he 
took no m^ncy, but never would he let a woman come 
near him, never would he fpeak to- one, he would 
converfe only with bachelors and widowers; he had 
made' a yow, he faid, fo to do ; and whenever he went 
out, either into the ftreets or the fields, his head was 
muflled up in bis great cowl. The whole vilJage 
had the fame faith in his fandiity as in his knowledge 
of herbs, and people were ever alking for his prayers 
and hi« ii^pl^s: After he had been more than" a year 
id' tl^ifi place, old Lubin, who was now feventy-fix, 
fell fick, ^nd became foon at the point of death. 
Then Zoe was in great afffi6ki6n, and having deter- 
mined what to «do> ihe cried, < I am fure the hermit 
v^illcurc my gddd Lnbin^ and'I jrm gdingto fee him j 
he may turn me away if he pleafes, but 1 will intreat 
' him fo much, and weep fo-.muchi that I (hall prevail 

on 
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on him to undertake a neuvaine ♦ for my^gopd I/ubtn^ 
or to give me fome fOrt of herbs far him/ Her 
jaeighbour Simone, who was prefent, and who is a 

' good woman to give advice, faid, * The hermit, Zoc, 
triiljr will cure Lubin ; he is a holy man, and in fpitc 
of his vow, has not a heart of ftone, and was he once 
to hear you fob in that manner, he would grant ypu 
your petition, but the difficulty lies ' in getting near 
nim. He is always in his garden, and thence he 
fees at a great diflance every thing that is coming, and 
if a woman climb the hill, he quickly hurries into 
his houfe, fliuts himfelf up, and people may in vain cnii 
out and knock at the door, he anfwersthemnoraor^ihail 
a deaf man would. Here, then, is the advice I give 
you, I have a young lad about your fize, I'll lend 
you his holiday clothes, and in that difguife you {ball 
go to the hermit.* * Simone,' faid Zoe, * you are 
recommending a bold ftroke; Imuftconfultmy nufband 
and my father upon it." What was^faid was done, th© 
father approved the plan, and Lubin, who wa«^ dyings 
prefied his wife to niake hafte tp go. to the hermiltage** 
She difguifed herfelf th^n as Simone had direSed,: and 
binder the appearance of a handfome young boy, who* 

. -was very thoughtful, and very much afhamed, me took 
the roaa that leads to the hermit's houfe ; it was the 
dulkof the evening, and yet iier heart fluttered &r. 
fear ihe fhould meet any one, and bcskaown. At l^ft. 
ihe arrived at the fpot, fhe mounted the bill, and ciime 
near the hermit, who was fitting upon a graffy i^t 
withfn a few fteps from his dwelling. ; She .fiopppd.> 
ihoit, for fhe had no heait to proceed further : * Come 
iithcr, myfon,' faid Ae hermit, * come near !, what 
would you have with me ?* He could not well feja 
her face, becaufe (he wore a great hat, anditbegaa 
to grow night ; but. when Zoe heard the hermit's*! 
vpice, jQie felt ^ l^ind of fliivering all over her, 'wkhout. 

knowing 
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knowing why— (he -ftoodftockftill, without fpeaking 
a word. The hermit arofe, and went up to her ; the» 
falling upon her knees ; * O my dear father,* cried iliey 
with tears, ^ a man is lying at the point of death in th© 

village— fa ve him.* Tlie hermit, quite aftoniihedto 

hear her fpeak, afked if it were her father — * No,' re- 
plied (he, * but *t!s all the fame thing to me/ * What 
is his name?' — * It is my good Lubin.* * How ! your 
goodLubin?' cried the hermit with an angry voice; 
and ^ who are you then ?' At thefe words poor Zoe 
was in fo fad a taking, that flie fell down at the her- 
mit's feet, as though fhe were dead. Seeing her in a 
fwoon, the hermit caui^d her to his grall^ feat, and 
taking oiF her hat, he inflantly kne\y her, Dut took no 
notite of it ; he only wrapped up his head with great 
care in his cowl. Zoe at this moment opened her eyes, 
and faid, * my dear father^ don't drive me away ;. | 
am a woman, it is true, and humbly alk your pardon 

for it.' * You ought, indeed,' replied the hermit, 

* deceitful creature.' — * But it was for my hufband's 
fake that I deceived you.' * I know that but too 
well— and you would have me go and nurfe and cure 
that hufband !'— * Good father, make only a neuvaine 
for him.' Upon which the hermit became very 
thoughtful, and then he faid, * Hark ye, in order 
that the neuvaine might cure him, you muft make 
one alfo.'— « Oh, I will do it readily.: * That will 
not be enough, your prayers will not be heard 
if you do not love your hufband alone.' — ^ Alone F. 
•—but I have a father whom I love as miich a* 
good Lubin.' * Is that all you love?'— < I affure 

Jrou,' replied Zoe, fetching a deep figh,. * that I nO; 
onger think of any thing more.' * 1$ that poffible ?^, 
cried the hermit in fo terrible a tone as made Zoe 
tremble. — * Ah ! father,' faid fhe, * I will not hide, 
any thing from you • I have but one thing to reproach 
myfelf With, but promife me that, in fpite of that,, 
you'll undertake the neuvaine.'-^' Yes, yes, FUdo it,- 

• if 
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if you'll tell meal!.'—* Well, father, I had, beforcl 
was the wjfe of Lubin, a fwccrheart that I loved bctte;- 
*ian myfelf ! — One day he gave me a little filver crofs; 
2oe, faid he, promife me to wear this as loog as then 
Aalt continue to love me — Yes, anfwered 1, yes, J 
jrtake a vow to we^r it all my life; 1 had the little 
ci'ofs* blcffed — and 1 ' wear it ftill upon my neck ! J 
ought to have taken it ofFfince my marriage, but, faid 
I to myfelf, I'H k«ep it thefe becaufe it has been 
bleffed ; 1 "believe that was my only reafon — this.cro^ 
win do harm to ' the neuvaine, 1 ought to get rid of 
It; hei'e it is, I'll give it you, good father/ Gh 
faying this,. Zoe untied the httk crofs from her neck : 
the hermit made' no reply, for he was weeping. * No, 
faid he, after a moment's filence, ' no, iiay, dear 
daughter, keep your crofs, there is no harm a^t all m 
it;' it has been bleffed, ^eep it, wear it, always,, I 
will have you do fo. . I will make the nieuvainc, and 
am going to fee your hufband.; hut I niuft infift that 
all die time of my attendance upon him, you will 
not be there ; I muft be all alone with a fick man ; 
neither you, nor your father, muft make your ap- 
pearance in the houfe as long as I remain there. At)d, 
befides, do not con}e again to this place, or ever, 
fpeak to me if we (liould meet any where, for I will 
iave nothing at all to do with women, fince the beft. 
amongft them i^ deceitful. Go your way, Zoe ; in 
tyro houts I fhall be at your houfe.* Zoe went back 
ail joyfial, and told Lybin that the hermit was cominc, 
IJnat that; her father arid Herfelf muft quit the houle, 
Which they did without delay. The hermit came, he 
ftjt up three whole nights with Lubin ; he made him 
fwaUow I know nof how many herbs, and at laft he^ 
quite cured: him. , The hermit returned to his houfe, 
and Zoe and her father to theirs. Lubin lived two 

iears after, this, and would perhaps be ftill alive, if 
e had not gone a journey in fpite of his old age. He 
hadtf brother at twenty leagues diftance, who died, 

and 
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and Lvibin vaft re^Dlved to go himfelf to receive his 
mhcritahce. Arriving at the place, he fell lick; thcrp 
was no hermit there to keep neuvaines, and good old 
Lubia ^ed. When the news reached the villag<^, Zo^ 
was . 9& much affiided at k, as if fiie had loft her 
fatbof. She remained Within more than two months 
to weep' at hereafe. Daring all tli^s time the hermic 
did not we^ at all. He heard of Lubin's death 
through Aiidrew, the ion .of Simone^ the fame youth 
whofe clothes Zoe had been dreiTed in, when fM waff 
difguifed as a man^ Andrew went to the hermit be- 
taufe he had the yellow jaundice ; but it was in vain 
the hermit did any thing, Andrew grew no better^ 
and ftill looked as yellow as a lemon. Atlaft the 
heiinit faid to him, * Hark ye, Andrew, there i& 
hothin^ natural in all this, you are move wan than 
ever, there is fomething at the bottom of it.* An- 
drew foon faw that he could not conceal any thii^ 
from the hermit, and he confefled that he was iick 
with grief, that be lovdd Juftine, and was not allowed 
to many her, becaufc flie was the pooreft young girl in 
the village. * You ihould have told me tnis,' faid the 
hermit, * and I would not have undertaken to recover, 
you, for I know not how people are cured of love ; 
but. make yourfelf eafy, Andrew, continue to love 
Juftine, ana fome day or other I'll endeavour to bring 
about your marriage.* It was this youth, as I have 
told you, who informed the hermit of Lubin's death; 
uponiwhich the good man was much ftruck, and (fif- 
mified Andrew ; but a fortnight after the.hermit ac- 
companied Andrew to mother Simone's, who was 
much furprized to fee him enter her houfe. * Mother 
Simo^ne,* faid the hermit, * your fon is iniove vrith 
Juftine, a girl you cqnfidertoo poor for him; if you'll 
confcnt to their marriage, I'll give Juftine my houfe, 
my orchard, and my two cows/ You may imagine 
ihat^Kmone was all aftoniihed^ fhe inftandy gave her 
ooijfenc, and it was fettled that the marriage fliould 
P 3 tak©^ 
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take pjftcein fix vrfitks; and as Juftine wasan orphan^ 
the hermit promiled to ftand her in the ftead of a^ 
father, and condufl her fo church. A month after 
thh adVenture, Oger the Dane, a famous knigfatv 
pafled this ^ay, and as he lodged here^he learnt the 
flory of Joftine and Andrew. < The conilancy of An- 
drew,* faid he, * and his obedience to his mother* 
which withheld him from marryirig the young woman - 
he loved, is well deferying of a reward ; in' a fortnight 
I fliaU return and be at his wedding, and I wiD givci 
him, as a mark of the'efteemi have for virtue, a fix-^' 
perb filver cup, upon which thefe words ihall be en- 

Ea ved, Dedicated to canfiancy and filial piety* The good 
light went away, after having fent word to Andrew^ 
that he 'would furely be back againft bis wedding. la 
efFedty the day before the marriage he arrived^ and it* 
was agreed upon, the better to difplay the virtue ef 
Andrew, that the cup ftiould be prcfented in the viV 
lage green, in prefenee of all the young lads of die 
aieighbourhood. Lubin bad now been dead more than . 
two months. Simohe intreated Zoe^ who was her 
iselation, to come to the wedding,^ and Zoe eonfisnted; 
to it ; but chiefly in order tt) fee that holy hermit who 
cures good hufbands, and marries young girls. * Alas>*. 
faid fhe, *• had he come here ten years fooner, I fhopld 
have married my gentle Colin, for I loved him better 
than Juftine loves Andrew ^ but I have been happy with 
LuUn, and I ought not to complain/ This flie faid 
in confidence to mother Simone, who went to fetch* 
her to join Juftine, and accompany her to the n^iUage. * 

freen to receive ^he cup, and afterward to go . with, 
er to church. They came ix> . Juftine's Mttle cottage, 
at nine in the morning;, the hermit wis not yet ar-, 
xived there, but in a quarter of an hour he catered, 
all of a fudden. He was fo wrapped up in hia capuclr» 
that the company could hardly fee the end of hisnofe; 
he caft his eyes on the ground, and kept ftanding^ 
againft the doof without fpeakihg .a wor4. .We alfc 

. , , thoiMgbfe 
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thought Iiim afliamed (for I was likcvsrlfe there) to 
find himfelf in a little room among fo many women, 
and we .were all much edified to lee him fo confufed 
and ferious. At laft we departed to go to the ptca^ 
the hermit, wtth my neighbour Simone, and wc two 
young people, marched at our head, Zoe gave her 
arm to her father, who is only flxty^fix, and is a hand^ 
fome looking old man, and- very hale and frefh. X 
walked by their fide, and the reft of the company 
followed behind. We found the whole village afiem^ 
bled on the green, for every one was deflroos to fee 
Oger the Dane prefent the fine cup to young Andrew* 
The knight was fitting' on the grafs, waidog for us, 
and as foon as he faw us coming, he alrofe, took thd 
filver cup in his hand, and getting upon the.arimk of 
a tree, in order to be feen by aU who were.]^fejit^ 
called for Andrew. In this inftant the hermit' camo 
forwards, and alked to be allowed to fpeak; they kepi 
great filence, and the hermit, addrefiing thje ikxiaighti 
uiid, * Generous Oger, I do not difpute withibhdrevH 
the honour of receiving this cup at your hands>:ib 
difpute with him the glory of hcinz the mofl fakl 
Jover in the village. He has lovea Juflinie^ b\>t tj 
y eats only, and J uftine has ever been conftant IrrmrJ 
to myfelf, I have been in losre for fourteen. ye^% and 
during ten years of that period I have loved' il^i[bout 
hope.— At length having acquired we^Ufak^npuglit^ 
cftablifh myfelf in an eafy manner, I ?enounc® ihg 
yfotld^ and die fociety of. women, and affomiji^ ty# 
difguife, I built me a houfe on the top^pf si[Q^kx^ 
hill, becaufe thence I could dif^over, .at; a4ifla^igi 
the habitation of her who betrayed nje !— ^fucB||;njjf 
ilory ; and who dares to difpute with me thi^ pri^e q§ 
love and conflancy ?' Op. finiftiing- tbefe ^grd^i ^ 
hermit threw afide his cowl, his gown, and i^i^ fs^f 
beard ; Zoe gave a pieji^^ng cry, and fell alUi^ef^p^^g 
in her father's arm?, aind. every pne ; r^pHe^ed^ t^ 
face of Colin. Zoe's fiither carxied :her towards Ogerj 
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« Yes,* fatd he> * Coli(vU worthy of the prize of con- 
fiancy^ but myddughtqrdeferv.es that of filial piety; 
flic ioyed Colin, and fhe married and cherifbed old 
LufoiftiiS long.a3 he Hved, bedaufe I had been indebted 
totim^for my life.' . When the good father had ceafed 
tqipc£iky<Leiin^caxne and threw himielf upon his neck^ 
sind.iiie alLccied dut that Zoe muft marry Colin. 
• Yes,* cried the did man,. * when flie has mourned 
the year outfor.^ood Lubin, I'll confent to it with all 
my heart.* i Wlttle all this was going forwards, Ogcr 
the Dane, upon his trunk pf. a tree, was {o much sAo- 
jQifliedi fihat be .remained .motionlefs as a log. At 
baagdi CoHn Isd Andrew to receive the cup. The 
Ibni^ht pre&nitcd^ it to him, and embracing both him 
;atid ODlin < My good friends,^ faid be, .^ 1 have 
£ved among' the gc^ty and paflbd my days in courts^ 
a|id there I never few Jove, i)r friendihip, or fidefity; 
I:£p^ klM virtue, wbich^has been baniihed from cities^ ^ 
kftSftoWbY'iiefuge under the. thiatcfaed roof^ Blefs your 

efc0nditii)n. I:e»vy it, and be a&red there k not 
(ipietone^upon the earth;^ After, this: ipeech^ we 
Vlto churcl^ where the marrtaj^ of Juftine and 
ift'ndrev' was celebrated. Oger the £)ane promifed to 
feturR'Sgacnrto te present at the weddins of Colin and 
jZoe^ hoWever we hia^re not feenjbim imce^ but this 
Skimt^'^^^t tke .nuptial . benedidion, when CoUn 
find iZ^e'^re gone to. their ewn houfe, they found 
iii'^tj^irrch^ttibttr a large filv^er cup gUt with gdd^ 
t/i^ texidf(^r>er'than that prefented tb Andrew, and 
th^^^l^^^ informed, "itbslt ^ao unknewn per&h hsol 
brei^R iion the part 6f OgmtheOane. "Novis, con- 
iih^^dl {he go^d woman, there remairFSMfoi^ing, more 
f^ me'to1^y5 bjbtJthat Colin^^ho learnt in his travels 
ihe vf^liiesof^very herby and m^ny otheir fine things, 
l^s brdiigKlt^iome witb hiii^liieney enough to- buy a 
g^catrivefftdt^^i^i a vineyard, ^nd aefiPm, without fpeak- 
ingHJf -^he hdufe-he-has giv^ettUo Juftinc, All thefe 
poflei&ons> together with thoie gf Zoe^ to whom Lubin 

left 
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left every thing he had, render Cdiin.thcrBcheft farmer 
of the country; but be makes a goodufe of his for- 
tune, he is very charitable to the poot and fick$ he is 
belov^ed' by every body, . and ^very body rejoices at 
his happinefs." Here Marianne' left off ipeaking, and 
Ifanibard thanked her, and afTured her that mother 
Simone hei^felf could not have related the ftory bettee. 

^ ^* Ob, I ifk your pardon," replied Marianne, '« you 

muft know that Colin, who has travelled ib much^ 
fpeaks like a book, and my neighbour Simone would 
have given you more of his difcourfes, and thofe of 

\ Qger the Dane ; for my part, I haye remembered but 

half of them, and I have forgoi;ten a great many fine . 

P words, which you: would have been glad to hear. But," 

^ continued ihe, ^^ it grows late, and you want reft; it i» 

time to go to bed." On feying this, fhe got up, and 

taking the lamp which was upon the table, ihe Showed 

^ the knights into the little rootti (he had made ready 

L ' for themi When they had carefully fattened the door, 

Oliver threw himfelf into Ifambard*s arms^ and began 

t *o^^^>* ** O! my dear friend," faid h^ « what a 

flight art thou goii^ t6 pafe!" "I have tejld thee," 

I relied ^ Ifambard, << that henceforward, I w^ re-^ 

folved to pafs all my nights with thee." <* No,'* 
cried Oliver, interrupting him, ** I will not.affociate 
ihee in my dreadful deffiny." *^ Oliver," replied/ 
Iffosolbard) •« as/I ^know thy misfortune, 'canft thoii 
hinder vmt'.firoin fufFering as. much as thc^u fiiilre^ 
thyfelf! canft thou believe, that fer from thee, my 
nights will pafs in peace ? — No, no, thy terroux^pve 
entered into my foul, henceforth will there befl^re- 
poTe for me during the (hades of liight. I know the 
fatal hour in which thy .punifhment begins; I know 
bow'long it lafts. I fwear to thee, Oliver, that during 
that bon^Ue fpace of time fleep (hall never clofe the 
eyelids of thy friend. If any unforefeen acchjent 
ihould feparate m« frQoi thee fpr a k^MY^> O ! then 
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fay, * Ifambard fuffers and weeps for me J Yes, thefc 
fetal hours I fliall ever confecrate to forrow ! love it- 
felf (hall not be allowed to make me forget thy , 

torments, nor to hinder me from (haring them." 
" Well then," cried Oliver, « execute thy bene- 
volent intention; I did not conceive that even the 
fliadow of confolation ^xifted for me upon earth ; but 
I now fed, that thy generous friendfliip mitigates the 
horrours of my condition ! hitherto I was no longer able t 

to (bed tears; their courfe had been choked up by 
difmay and terrour ; now do I already find I can weep ! 
I am for ever the moft unfortunate of men, but this tor- 
tured heart is not bereaved of every thing, fince I ani , 
ftill in pofleflion of a friend like thee." After this , 
converfation, the wretched Oliver went to bed. Ifam* j 
bard fell upon his knees at the fide of the couch, he \ 
retted his head upon the-bolfter, and took one of 
Oliver's hands in his own ! — At the exaft hour of mid- 
night, the door (hook and opened ; the fpeflre ap- 
peared, advanced flowly forward, pronounced the ter- | 
rible words, and afterwards lay down upon the bed 
on the fide oppofite the place where Ifamba4fcVas « ' 
kneeling. This faithful friend felt the hand of Oliver ^ I 
become cold, and tremble; he drew it to his lips, and ^ | 
bathed it with tears !— In this pofture he continued till 
the firft ftreaksof daylight began to break forth; the | 
phantom then difappeared, Oliver ruflied into the arms 
of his friend, and gratitude, for fome moments, created - 
a fufpenfion Of the horrid fen&tion of his piiiery. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Quand leis ordres du ciej nons ont fait Tun pour Tautiv^ 
lACey c*eft un accord bientot fait que le notrc ! 
Sa main entre ies coeurs par un fecret pouvoir 
SeRie rintclligcnce avant que dc fc voir; 
U prepare ii bien Taraant et la maitreiTe 
Que leur ame au feul nom s*emeut et a^interefle. 
On 8*eftimej on fe chercbe^ .on s*anne en un moment 
Tout ce qii*on Ventredit perfaade aifement> 
St Ta^s 8%nquieter d*aucunes peurs firivoles 
La foi femble courlr au devant des paroles. 
]> langue en peu de.mots en explique beaucoup^ 
Lcs.yenx plus eloqoens font tout voir tout d*un coup a 
. £t dis quol qn^a Tenvi tout Ies deux nous inftrulfent 
,Z#^ cocuc en entencl plus que tous Ies deux n'en di^ent. . 

La Suite du Menteur de Vis-Bi^Z Qg%'»ttLL'E* 

■ Par fon refpcft Tumour vrai ft declare, - 
C^eft lui qui cralnt, qui fe fuit,' qui s*egare^ 
Qui d'lin regard fait fon fupreftie bien> 
bifirc tout, pretend peu, n'ofc rien** 

•' . • ^ 

m 

^ AT ten lii the morning, the Knights of the Swan 
took leave of their 4c:ind hoftefs^ and departed from the 
vlltage« Marianne had informed them, that a little 
way out of the place,^ tbey: would pafs by. tbe her- 
mitage^ which the faithful and generous Colin had given 
to Juftine. The two brothers in arms ftopped over 

* Brama aflat|. pQco i^er?) avlU^cUfdCr' 
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againft the hill, to contemplate this humbk dwelling— 
"Poor Colin !" faid Ifambard, ^' how keen muft have 
been his fuflFerings,: when, in.hi$ fclitary and difguifed 
fituation, he paffed his days in looking at the cottage 
in which dwelt Lubin^s wife !'*— " Ah,'* cried Oliver, 
« I cannot lament A/j condition ; for he was not tor- 
mented with remorfe, and' Her he loved was in exift- 

ence; fhe lived in peace and happinefs. ^Doft thou 

recolleft, Kambard, the laft lines of the ballad of Zoe ?- 
They reached to the bottom of my heart— Here they 
are:-^, 

< Yet innocence, that harbours there. 
And virtue's meed, a balm may poor. 
And long loft hajJpincfs rcftote.' 

« Thefe words, which in my ears werefo terrible, have 
made me weep. O ! when our evils are of our owti 
procuring, and when the heart is inceffantly befet and 
torn by remorfe, it is then that grief is unbounded, 
both in its excefs and it's duration. Time,,s^eed, 
efFace^ the deepeft impreffions j the paffions therfelves 
become extinft; but remorfe never dies. It will not 
allow the recoUeftion of the aft which caufedit, to be 
ever erafed from the memory, or even to be w^^ened ; 
and to the very moment in which all our dcfues, all 
our affeaions ceafe, even to the verge of the grave, re- 
morfe, witU new force, purfues and terrifies us." — On 
linifliihg thdfe words, Oliver pufticd forw^d hi^ horfe, 
and continued his route.. At noon, the knicbts ftopped 
at a farm-houfe, -where they dined. After djmntr, 
they rcpfeircd to an orcbaird ; and^ fitting dowa 
at the foot of a tree j Oliver r efumed his ftpry, in thefe 

w The daughter of Witlkind wasexpefled at court I 
The fame of iier^*wMrty^ the ffeputAtion 6f*ber fether, 
the lavage manners of her country, all concurred to 
heighten the curipfity which every, gne felt ta fee hen 
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'As for myfeltj 1 had given way to the ftrangeft' and 

moft inconceivable ideas ! 1 could not hear her 

pame pronounced without emotion, or without exp^ 
rienciiig 1 know not what kind of vague, painful 
fenfations, the caufe of which I attributed to the laft 
interview I had with Charlemagne ; for that fatal coo- 
yerfation had infixed in my heart apd imagination aa 
indelible imprclEon !— — -One day, when I was with 
Armoflede, I was fent for by the princefs .Emma*, 
t immediately obeyed the fupimpn&; and^ f>t\ entering 
her apartment) I law a.groupe of ladieSy who were m 
'ftanding. Suddenly froip the middle of the groupe ap^ 
jjeared Witikindi and, coming up to me, he took me 
by the hand, and led me forwards. At the (ame in- 
ftant, I perceived a young lady, whofe foreign garb 

created a fudden emotion in my bofom* X could nqt 

fee her face, as (he flood with her back tpwards me.— 
I could only defcry her enchanting form, and her two 
long treffes of light brown hair !— — My confufion ifl- 
creafed at every movement Ihe made j— — *But, OJ 
lieavens ! what became of me when ihe turned herfelf 

about 1 Witikind led me to her, and, in prcfentiqg 

me, explained who I was, and what obligations he was 
Under to me. I did not underftand his difcourfe j but 
the expreifion of the cpuntenance of his daughter ex- 
plained, in the moft touching manner, every thing h9 
(aid to her. When he had done fpeakjng, O^e nxe4 
her eyes, which were full of tears, uppnme, and. ten* 
dered me her hand!— *-r-I knelt with one knee on 
the ground, to receive that divine h^(f ; and I .ven« 
lured to prefs it between both mine. This adlion fur- 
prifed her : ihe looked at me with a kind of fudden op- 
preffion of heart; and I perceived her turn pale !■ ■■ . ■! 
Ah ! at this inftant, fui^ely a fatal preiisotiipent had 
feized upon her timid and feeling mind Ir— Her 
ftedfaft look) her w^nefe, and the dolorous expreffion 

* Charlemagne's daughter* 

of 
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of her countenance, ftciick me in fo forcible a manner, 
that my imagination has never fince been able to figure 
to itfelf her charmiiig face, but under this fearful and 
affefttng afpeft. On leaving the princefs Emma's 
apartment, I haflened home; ami, retiring to my cham- 
ber, fhut myfclf therein j and there, without witnefs, 
alone with my own heart, and ardent imagination, I 
experienced a kind-of terrour, which I am utterly unable 
•to defcribe : I was fearful to interrogate my own 
heart ; I was alarmed at the violent emotion of my 
foul; and I forefaw, in a confufed manner, a ftoxmy 
futurity.^^An infurmountabl^ fenlation portended a 
new deftiny ; I had a glimpfe of perfecutions, and in- 
Yincible obftacles.— A thoufand gloomy and ill-boding 
ideas blended themfelves with* the firft tranfports of an 
infant paffion, but a paffion which was already Vithbut 
bounds I — It was ufelefs to endeavour to difguife from 
myfelf, that not only I loved to madnefs, but that at 
the fame time I mignt likewife beloved again ! — That 
fece, were it pofSble, ftill more ravifliing from its 
expreffion than its beauty— that enchanting face, had 
told me all : my fete was now irrevocably fixed l-^-but 
hcr*s !— — but could I give myfelf up to the criminal 
/hopes of interefting her, and of saining her heart, 
"^^ when her hand was already promifed ! — could I difturb^ 
the tranquillity of her life, or dare to take advantage 
of her candour and fenfibility of difpofition, in order 
to lead her to the violation of her duty, and to rob 
her at once of innocence, peace of mind, and happi- 
nefs?-^ No, no,* cried I, 'no; I may be- a mad- 
man, but I will not be a vile feducer I And what fig- 
nifies tny own deftiny,' provided her*s be fortunate !*— 
With thefe ideas and reflexions I was wholly taken up 
during the reft of the day, and a ereat part of the 
night. I vowed to myfelf to conceal, at the bottom 
•f my hearty the unconquerable paflion which entirely 
occupied.it. To bdable to give mjrfelf up without re- 
morfe to that paffion^^ I fondly coniidered that I re- 
nounced 
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> jiounced all hope, and, becoming' the dupe cf chi« 
mef ical genefofii^^ (hutting my eyes againft the futufi, 
and rejjeSing the fevere courifclof reafortj I abandomxl 
myfelf v^tthout referve tx> lovfcr. On the next day, I 
heard th^t Gctariira !...., was* gone taa convent; that 
ihe was to-reiriam ^ere four months, in order to be fnf- 
ftruiftcd in the truths of the Chriftian leligion, and was 
.afterwards- to return to court. I wis* informed, bc- 
fides, that Aibion was detained by trtiportant affairs 
in Saxonjr, a Ad would arrive in France before the ex- 
^pifalion.bf fix m<Mith*rf - Emtna had conceived ap 
affeflionate friendflii^ fbi? G^lanira; Ihe frequently went 
to*f«6ber: attht feonveiiti would often talk of- her, and 
II repeateidrrtytvifits «)^'tfie-princefe with niore tlian 
uftial affidiiity( I heard her obferve, that Celanira 
:ftudied the French language with uHcommon attention, 
and was making rapid- progrcfs : for my part I was 
-barning Saxon, and gave up all the time I could fpare 
^ it* In the mean while, I was attentively obferved 
'by Armoflede. Sh^ was ft^uck at the alteration (he had 
perceived in my- behaviour: I was become abfent and 
melancholy; I murined the public haunts of men, all gay 
ibciety, and pafled' much of my time with Emma. That 
princefs appeared to entertam a partiality for nie« 
Araioflede imagined I was fallen in love with her : her 
indignation on that account- was extreme; and the 
more fo, as Emma had, for a^long time paft, mantfefted 
a decided averfion to ArmoJiede. As tl^ latter believed 
I had. been deeply Clamoured wicb hfer, and had com- 
municated this pretended fecret toall the court, tbt 
imagined that Enmia dtfliked her -^hecaufe ihe con^ 
iidered her as a dangerous rival, i Thou cameft tb 
court during thefe tranfadions ; thoU hadft obferved 
me, before my departure, much taken up With Armo^ 
flede; and thou aikedft meif itweretrue^thatEmmah^d 
infpired a new paffion; I^aflured thee of the contrary} 
and thou wert perfuaded, from that fingle reply, that 
Armoflede was ftUl the ^iftrcjfe of 117 heii(t« In ther 

meart 
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n^yean wbllcy Celanira li^c Uie coflven^ and I met; her 
-again.at £inina?s.4psirtimnf8» The moment I appeared) 
me accoftej mei^s^Kl dechr^d (he. felt the greatefl: 
fatisfadion to be able to exprefs berfelf in the larv- 
gaage of my country, in order to ^ure me that (he 
partook in ^1 the gratitude which was due to mp from 
hpj father. Theie words, together with the melting 
iound of her voice, and the pleafure of hearing her 
^ak, threw me into fuch emotion, that J even made 
no effort to reply : (he no longer fpokej and yet I fttll 
liftened to her, ^^aftd; ftill hesu-d her accents !.'Mn.Mi...She 
looked at me with attention* a|id ciirioiity; and) ob« 
ferving that my eyes were fcdl pf tear$, < Oliver,^ faid 
ibe, < how deeply am I afFe^ed at your tendernefe 
fpr my father! Ah I I have hitherto fitppofed thstt 
Women only could pofTefs that fenfibility which I per- 
ceive in yoii/ ^ O Celanira I* cried !» ' do not 

judge of my fenfibility; you can ^never know ixl*-^ 
Thefe words furprifed her ft ill more, as I uttered theiti 
in her own language*— <—r* And ho>y long,* faid,(hqy 
* have you learnt Saxon ?*— *— -^ Ever ;finee 1 firft faw 
you.'— — At thef^?^ wotds, a blufh 4?(rfoared. her cheeky 
ihe gave a ftart, and a ray of fetisfaftioa beamed in her 
•beautiful eyes : but painful reflection foon checked 
this invpluntary emotion ; ihe heaved a figh, hung down 
ber head) and ^U into a deep m.ddit^oa..«t. m*..*..! con^ 
templated heif in fili^ce^ and read better what Ate felt 
in horfouU than I. ftiould have^ idone,. bad flie hcrfelf 
declared what was. paffing: tbefre : no biigus^e coidd 
have giveaa juft $dea of tSat tender^ that ideltcate and 
ingenuous heart; her countenance only could expreft 

ber feelings] I gazed on her with an. extacy that 

(iifpended^ odier ideas; I forgot we were furrounded 
by:ai,numenMis dicle, aad:liaMe:to ob&rvation ;, and 
^ndeod^ badithe leyes.df the cbmpahy been once cafl: 
towards me, I tbft:feciet winoh bdioved tpe fo mi#ch to 
conceal, would vhave infUltfaliyv been betrayed. At 
hfkf a great ftir was fuddenly heard in the room, which 

brought 
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bj:oug|ht us to ourielves; it was the emperor, who 
entered with Witikind. On perceiving them, wefud- 
denly feparated ourfelves from one another. Alas ! the 
fame feelings had brought us together, and the fame? 
thoughts rent us afunder! No one, without having ex- 
perienced the delight and the torment of a ftrong 
paffion, can have any idea of the aftonifelng and rapid 
fucceifion of heart-rending and delicious feniations 
which continually agitate the lover's breaft ! I had juft 
been enjoying the pi^reft. felicity ; and the mere aipedl, 
of Charlemagne and the Saxon hero deftroved the dear 
delufion, and plunged me into the deepeft forrow. I 
could not look at thefe two men,* whom I had fo mu€h 
loved, without inexpreffiblea£Ri(Siron; they had forbidden 
me to afpire to Celaoira. I no longer confidered them 
but ks tyrants : their prefence laid me under a painful 
r^ftraint, and revived in my mind the moft diftrefling 
ideas; their careffes even were troublefome to me; 
they withheld from me the only bleffing which could 
fecure my happinefsj and in the moft affeftiotiat^ 
proofs of Wir friendfhip, I could fee nothing but cruel 
perfidy. 1 foon left the prince's apartment, and at the 
fame moment haftened into the palaccrgardens, where, 1 
concealed in a thick grove of pines and cyprefles, I 
could give myfelf up entirefy, and without interrup- 
tion, to the only train of thought that could now 
occupy my mind. A thoufand fad refledlions arofe in 
a confufed manner, in my imagination; I baniihed 
th^ away, and began to re-tr^ce, in all its detail, the 
tratifient fcei\e of delight with which I had juft 
been into:jticated : I was determined t© enjoy it, as it 
were, a fecond time.. I fondly recolle«ed all that 
Cdanira had faidj and the tone of her voice; its in- 
flexions, and its accents. My imagination repre- 
fertted to itfelf her heavenly form, in io lively a man- 
ner, that I experienced almoft as mt^ch emotion, and 
dread of interruption, as if I had been tete-a-tete with 
her. But at length, when I had exhaufted all this de- 
licious 
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licTOUS remembrance, . I felt my heart overwhelmed 
with fadnefs, and ftung with a fenfe of remorfe, 
which I in vain endeavoured to ftlfle. This remorfe, 
alas! could neither cure nor enlighten mp; it was not 
virtue that called it forth j every thing that was 
foreign to my love ceafed to influence me with any 
degree of efFeft; that inconceivable pafGon, by filling 
up every vacuity in my ifoul, feemed to have efFaced 
all other fentiments ; I no longer confidered glory but 
as a mean of rendering me wortKy of Celanira. I 
continued to be enamoured with virtue, becaufe the 
idea of perfeftion was, in my mind, infeparably united 
with that of Celanira, I was ftill capable of generofity; 
for her happinefs was infinitely dearer to nje than my 
own. In a word, I was alive to nothing that did not 
relate to her; and when I reflefted on the refolution I 
had taken to conceal my fentiments firom her, I only 
repented of my weaknefs, from the apprehenfion of 
deftroying her peace of mind, perhaps, for ever. This 
idea rendered me, in my own eftiniation, the mod: 
giiilty of men < What!' cried I, * I am de- 
prived of all hope; — I know it is impoiEble I ihould 
ever obtain her hand $ her fenfibility can tend only to 
aggravate my evils ; and yet I have fpoken — ^and the 
iirft word (he heard me utter was the declaration of 
a paf&on which fhe could hot partake but in violation 
of every duty, and by expofing herfelf to the moft 
cruel perfecutions. Wretch that I am 1 would I fedu<^ 
her !.M...the very idea of it ftrikes me with horrour...... 

No ; 'tis enough for me to conceive, at Icaft, that (he 
.might love me; 'tis enough that (He (hould be ac- 
quainted with a portion^x>nly of what I feel I am 

refolved (he (hall never know it to Its full extent ! 

If (he could read mv foul, how keenly would her own 
be afflidled !........m*0 ! Celanira, I will not expofe yoa 

to • a painful and dangerous compaiSon ; and, not 
having been able to conceal my fecret from you, at 
leaft you (hall know it but in partM.»w..»..I will do 

more; 
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more;. I will have the courage to tear myfelf from 
you ! the fenfibilityyou have (hown fo»ine, commands 
the facrifice!......! will fly from you, for the fake of 

your peace; and^ to-morrow, I will take my laft fare- 
wel. — This refolutiori) having reconciled me to my- 
felf, reftored, in fome meafure, the tranquillity of my 
mind : I was even foothed with the idea of coniidering 
the eiFefl which fo painful a facriiice muft have upon 
Ce^nira's mind ; I flattered myfelf it would procure 
me ber edeem ; and, being wholly taken up with this 
idea, I confidered but in a vague manner the mifery I 
(hould experience from being abfent from her. It is 
the nature of great paflions to fix the imagination en- 
tirely upon the prefent moment j the mind attaches 
itfelf to the train of thought which flatters it, and be- 
comes utterly incapable of turning its attention to any 
other ; and thus it was, that, hr from being feared 
at the pro{pe£t of quitting Celanira, I thought only of 
the felicity of appearing generous in her eyes, and of 
fecuring her efteem. On the next day, I repaired 
again to the grove, and remained there till the hour of 
vifiting Emma arrived. Advancing towards the thickeft 
ihade, I perceived, at fome diftance, a lady fitting 
alone at the foot of a cyprefe tree; and^ notwith- 
ftanding the diftance and the obfcurity of the fpot, I 
could perceive it was Celanira. I haftened towards 
her ; and as fhe was making an eflTort to rife, (he fell 
dowi^ again upon the grafs. I ftarted with furprife;. 
but my concern and confullon were extreme when I 
obferved the palenefs of her cheek ; I then felt my 
head turn giddy; and not being -able to exprefs the 
effeA this unexpe<5{;ed meetin?, and the fituation (he 
was in, had upon my mind, L threw myfelf at her 
feet. She betrayed no furprife at this ; but, looking 
at me in a forrowful manner, made a fign to me to fit 
down by her. I obeyed her without uttering a word : 
and, after a long iilence,— * Oliver,' faid (he, < the 
fight of you has caufed me much aftoniflxment ; — and 
* you 
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you yourfelf muft certainly be greatly furprifed t^ 
find me here alone: I was walking with the princefe 
Emma ; flie was fent for by the emperor, and fhe is 
gone to him, after requefting me to wart her return at 
the foot of this tree; (he v/ill certainly be back in an 
hour at lateft.' I made no reply to this explanation ; 
I was not only utterly unable to fpeak, but I hardly 
retained the power of thinking; I could only gaze on . 
Celanira, figh, and feel the happiaefs of being, far 
from all obfervation, feated by her fide. Recoverffig 
from her furprife, her cheek refumed its wonted co- 
lour, and the melancholy with which her features 
were imprefled, ftill incre^ed the enchanting foftnefs 
of her countenance. As I fell at her feet, my fcarf 
became untied, ahcT had dropped on the ground ; ihe 
perceived thi$ the firft, and eagerly taking it up— - 
« Here,* faid (he, « is -your fcarf, the fcarf which ^ 
embroid<^red ; and which I cannot behold without' 
being affeSed, when I confider by whom it was 
given, and on what occafion.' On laying this, (he 
put forth her hand which held the fcarf; I feized with 
tranfport both the hand and fcarf, and preiling them 
againft my throbbing bofom, I lifted up my eyes, 
which were all bathed in tears, to heaven, and ia that 
manner remained for fome minutes in an ecftafy which 
is impoflible to be defcribed. At laft Celanira gently 
withdrew her hand, and with a timid and tremulous 
voice, whofc enchanting found ftill vibrates in my ear, 
(he uttered thefe words : * And I, too, Oliver, love 

you; but'...... * What do I hear!* cried I; <0 

Celanira, is that poffiblc?* < How !' faid (he, < did 
not you know it?* I made no reply; but prof- 

trated iiiyfelf at her feet.... Ah ! whv was 

not that inftant — that' inftant to be eternally re- 
membered, the lalt of my exifteirce ! I (hould 
have expired in the enjoyment of the pureft feli- 
city, and I was then worthy of exciting the regret 
both of love and of friendfhip.— < The moments are 

prcciou^' 
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precious,* hid Celanira; * hear me, Oliver! I love 
you, yet an invincible obftacle keeps us afunder. 
B efore I knew you, I had made another engage- 
ment; Albion has received my promife! Be affured, 
that were I ftill at my own dirpofal, neither the af- 
feftron nor the refpeft I have for my father, nor the 
authority of the emperor, could be able to extort a 
confent from me which would hinder me from being 
yours : but I have given my word, and my ^oom is 
fixed !— — ^If we have been unable to furmount an in- 
voluntary . attachment, let us, at leaft, make no hefl- 

tation to (iurrilice it !' ^ Fanquijh the pailion in- 

^fpired by you!* cried I, interrupting her; * ah, Ce- 
lanira, I can never form (o mad an undertaking ! but, 
difpofe of me/-—* Oliver, you muft abfent yourfelf 
from me.'*— « Afas, fuch was my intention !r—Yef- 
terday, on this very fpot, I vowed to tear myfelf from 
you; and I intended this evening to have bidden you 
farewel/ Celanira was much affefted at thefe 
words ; fhe caft a look of inexpreflible tendernefs upoiL. 
me, and heaving a deep figh— ' This generous' inten- 
tion,' (aid ihe, < muft be put in execution without 
delay.' '. That word is fufficient,' returned I ; * fix 
the day yourfelf; were it to-morrow, I would obey 
wkhout a murmur: but allow me to exprefs a laft 
defire—— Before I muft leave you, may I not flatter 
myfelf to meet you once more, and without witneflcs? 
muft I give up the only hope that could be allowable^ 
that of not bidding, you farewel before I had made 
you ac<|uainted with this unfortunate heart, which 
perhaps is {lot unworthy to hold communion with 
yours?' Here I ftopped, for I was fo much afFe£le(J 
as to be unable to articulate another word. I waited 
all trembling for her reply; and Celanira, after a mo- 
ment's reflexion, refuming her - difcourfe — * Well,' 
faid (he, * I confent to it; 1 will fee you to-morrov»f 
evening in the manner you ; defire^ and as I likewiie 
defire myfelf: but I cannot take fuch a ftep but under 
Vol, I. E the 
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the aflurancc that the farcwel I am to receive from you 
fhall be an eternal one.— Wiil you promife me, Oliver, 
to depart on leaving me, and to depart with the uh- 
ihaken refolution to fee me no more ?' ' Yes, I pro- 
mife it/ replied I, ihedding a flood o^ tears; < y^s, 
I fweaf by all that men hold mod facred — ^I fwear by 
the name of love, to quit France on parting from you, 
and for ever aft^r to fhun the fpot you inhabit !' As 
I finiflied thefe words, we heard a noife : — * Go 
away quickly,' faid Celanira, ' and meet me two 
hours hence at the princefs's, and I will there tell you 
in what manner I (hall receive you to-morrow/ At 
thefe words, I knelt before her; and immediately 
rifing again, I left her with precipitation. I went out 
of the wood, and wandered about the garden till the 
time of vifiting Emma. As I entered, I was much 
ilruck with an extraordinary buftle which I obferved 
in the room ; the eyes of all the company were fixed 
on me ; they whifpered each other as they were fur- 
veying me; and I heard Several perfons pronounce, 
in a low voice, the names of Eginard and Armoflede. 
My confufion was equal to my aftonifliment : I looked 
round in vain for Celanira ; me was retired witli the 
princefs into a clofet hard by. At length I perceived 
Angilbert and Lancelot (2). 1 accofted them, 
and entreated to be informed what had happened. 
*'The fecrets of princes,* faid Lancelot, fmiling, 
* are quickly difcovcred ; the vanity of the confidems 
will feldom allow them to be difcreet : already every 
thing that pafied between the emperor and th^prince^ 
is known. Eginard and Armoflede were here when the 
news came; the former was unable to conceal his 
emotioa and defpair ; he haftily left the apartment all 
bathed in tears, and thus betrayed a pailion which no 
one fufpefted. . As for Armoflede, flie fainted away, 
and was juft carried out as you entered the room. 
— And now,* added Lancelot, < give me leave to be 
the firfl to congratulate you on an event which muft 
' fully 
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fully fatisfy every wifll of ambition and love/ Whila 
he was thus fpeaking, I could hardly d'^aw oiy breath; 
I began to imagine, that the princefs, who exprefled 
fo mnch friendfl^ip for Celanira, and had 0iown fuch 
goodnefs ^d attention to me, had difcovered my fen** 
timents, and obtained the emperor's confent. But 
would Witikind yield to the defire of Charlemagne ? 
-^would Celahira herfelf violate an engagement which 
(he confidered as facred ? Thefe refle^liofis exceedingly 
damped my joy : the protection of the emperor, at 
length, I imagined, would remove every difficulty ; 
and I could not refrain from giving myf(:lf up en- 
tirely to the moft fedu£tive hop^. Agitated by tbefe 
difFerent reile<5lions, I remained ftandingby Lancelot's 
fide, funk in the dleepeft meditation^ and quite un* 
mindful of eVerv thing that paiTed around me, when 
,a door on a fudclen was opened, and the princefs ap- 
peared. Sh^ was. alone; and after having advanced 
^ few fteps, her eyes fell upon me^ I fancied I faw 
in that look fo much fweetnefs and kindnefs, and at 
the £une time fuch an air of fatisfafllon fpread over 
her countenance, as entirely conitr-med me in my con- 
jeAures. She accofted two perfons, whom ihe took . 
on one fide, and cbnverfed with them in a low voice 
for half a quarter of an hour^ As I attentively 
watched her motions^ I clearly obferved that {he was 
afking feveral queftions, and that th^fe perfons were 
talking to her about Eginard and Amioflede; fhe 
fmiled fhrewdly, and often turned her looks towards 
me. After this conyerfation, fhe mixed in the nu- 
merous circle that filled her apartment, and, in an 
abfent manner, faid a few indifferent things; after 
this {he called tfie to her, apd led me to the recefs . 
of a window-^* Well, .Oliver,' faid fhe, « fome 
ftrange fcenes hav« juft been a£ted here ! Poor Egi- 
nard! I was totally unacquainted with his folly: I 
pity him, for I coniider his tears to be more fincerc 
than the fainting of Armoflede. * But,' continued fhe, 
E 2 - \ looking 
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looking me full in the face, « what do you think of 
all this?' Ah, madam,* replied I, * I am utterly 
incapable of thinkings I have no diftinA idea of any 
thing; may I venture to hope that you will condefcend 
to explain a mvftery which appears to vat incompre- 
henfible ?' < Nothing can be more juft/ replied _ 
Emma ; ^ but it muft be Celanira that will give you 
the explanation. She expe& you in my clofet; go to 
her; and after the interview, return no mwe hither; 
'we are furroundcd by too many wttnefles : let me fee 
you again to-morrow evening ; you will find Ceianira 
with me. I was deiirous only, for the prefent, that 
1 jjjUl (hould learn from my lips that you have a right 
to hope for every thing j Celanira will tell you the 
reft.' On finiihing thcfe words, (he left me with pre- 
cipitation. I remained for fome moments quite mo- 
tionlefs, through furprife and joy ; and then leaving 
the room, I flew to the appointed clofet. When I 

came to the door, I paufed for an inftant : * O 

Qod !* cried I, * when I fliall have paffed this door 
I (hall know my fate.— And (hould I have deceived 
myfelf ! — and (hould that hope with which I 
have been intoxicated be founded upon errouf ! 

This idea made me, (hudder; and being no 

longer able to bear this (tate of fufpenfe, I opened 
the fatal door, and entered the clofet. On caftingmy 
eyes on Celanira, I was ftruck with her down-caft, 
forrowful looks : I approached her trembling, and 
dared not afk her any queftion. After looking at me 
a moment without fpeaking— — * Are you informed I* 
faid (he. ^ I am in total ignorance/ returned I; 
* but have been told, I had a right to hope for every 
thing \ and your eyes, alas, contradifl: that language! 
~How, then ! has Emma deceived me ?' No,* 
replied Celanira, < but yoa yourfelf mifunderftood 
her converfation *, (he loves you, Oliver, and the em- 
peror approves of her choice.' At thefe words, which 
irretrievably deftroyed all my hopes, I was unable to 

avoid 
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avoid weeping. I faw a tear like wife fteal down trie 
cheek of Ce]anira ; who,' after a few minutes filence, 
thus continued : 'Like youi'.faid Ihe, *I was igno- 
rant of that attachment ; which was a fecret only to 
us, for it has long been difcovered at court.^ Some 
one, jealous of your good fortune, and in expectation 
of working your ruin by diTcloiing the princefs's at- 
tachment, has informed the emperor fhe is enamoured 
with you ; upon this, .Charlemagne was deHrous to 
interrogate his daughter, and on this very day the 
prince^ after a long interview, has confefled every 
thing. to him. He manifefted neither furprife nor. 
diflatisfaSion, but he inquired whether you had not a 
prior attachment for Armofiede. The prin^efe pro- 
tefted, that (he was certain you were under no engage- 
ment to tbat lady \ and, duped by her own heart, 
and by your affiauities, fhe added, that fhe was fure 

. you loved her, although you never had had the bold- 
nefito tell her (o. The emperor then declared to 

. her, that he owed you a reward, and that the hand of 
the princcfs fhould be the prize of your fervices, and 
of the facrifices he had laid you unden* * O un- 
hearJ-of pride!* cried Ij * far confiders he in- 
demnifies me for the lofs of Celanira in befto^ing 
£mma upon me, becaufe (he is his daughter P * I 

. know,' faid Celanira, ' that it is not pdEbie for you 
to accept her band, becauie you cannot give her your 
heart; but yet, by refufing it,- you will incur your 
ruin/ * And what,* replied I, * have I now to 
fear, fince I muft, lofe you ?' At thefe words, Cela- 
nira lifted up her eye^ to heaven and fighed, and we 
remained fome moments without fpcaking. Then (he 
informed me that Emma, who, as fhe v^s returning 
fi'om her father, had refblved to make her a con- 
fident in this afiair, had added, that the emperor 
intended to fend for me the next morning to announce 
perfonally his decifion and his will- 1 agreed with 
Celanira, that when I was gone fhe fhould tell the 

princefs 



;« THE KNIGHTS OP . 

princefs I appeared greatly tftoiviflied on hearing what 
ihe had been commiffioned to mention to me, and hai 
only replied that 1 fbould obey the orders of thei em- 
peror j and after having informed Cehnira what I 
propofed faying to the emperor—* Confider/ conti- 
nued I, f that the day after to-iporrow I am to leave 
France, and to tear myfelf from you for ever !— is 
this interview^ in which I have never been able to 
open my heart, *or impart my fentiments, to be the 
iaft ?•— is it in this manner that yoa promifed me to 
receive my laft, my eternal farewel?* • I &all 
• keep my pfomife,' replied Celanira j * to-morrow 
I fhall go to my father's vili^^-^you know the 
place, 1 OaM be there alone: at ten o'clock at night 
be at the little garden-gate which is at the end of the 
row of willows. It is foothing to me,' contiaued 
ihe, < to give you, before we part for «ver, this 
proof of my efteem^ die only proof you can receive, 
but which at leaft will prove the boundlefs confidence 
I place in you/ On fpeakmg thefe words, (be arofe, 
in order to go to the princefs } I ftopped her, to fiiy 
all that the warmeft gratitude could infpirei and 
afterwards we feparated* It was already night, and 
I returned immediateFjf to the pine-tree wood. As I 
entered it, I experienced the moft delicious fenOuions; 
Celanira had been walking over this fame fpot a few 
hours before i I followed the traces of her fteps, and 
I quickly arrived at the grove where we had been 
converfmg together; the thickeft darknefs prevailed 
all around, ^and by dint of groping I found the 
cyprefe-tree under which I had feen Celanira fitting, 
and the grafly feat upon which (he repofed« Wim 
what ^(anfports did I clafp the tree (he leaned 
againftP'^hile I prefled her trembling hand to my 
heart! — With what rapture did I find myfelf on the 
fpot where my ear had been finitten with the enchant-^ 
ing founds of thefe words, and /, tooy Oliver^ love y$ui 
-—charming and candid avowal> wUcb perhaps before 

thi^ 
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this day never lover heard uttered in this faftidlous 
^ourt, where corruption of manners throws difguife 
ever every fentiment. Inconceivable power of love ! 
in a few hours I was to qiiit an adored objedt for 
ever, and yet I felt myfelf happy ! Ah ! I was 
doubtlefs fo ! fhe- exifted> ihe loved me, and I was 
.worthy of her tendernefs; "bitter repentance, and the 
corroding pangs of reniorfe, had not then feized upon 
my foul. I was certain that a heart like my own 
would for ever cherifh my remembrance ; I was certain 
of loving none but her until the laft moment of my 
exiftence : I fa^ my whole life animated hf the moft 
important intereft, for it l>ehoved me to juftify the 
fecret choice of Celanira >^and that idea ipnabled me 
to derive enjoyment from -my very ,fi^ring$, fince 
my departure had acquired me her efleem. Befides, J 
could not yet feel all the bitternefs of fuch a fepara- 
tionj my mind and-mv. heart, were too ^powerfully 
prepoffeued with the icjea'of the private imerview 
which had been promifed me ; with the re(iiai{i(|er of 
nw exigence I would hav<$ purchafed tbofe lew hours 
of felicity, wluch L was fo far fromr hoping for on 
the morning of the very ^day : the whole future feemed 
to me to be limited teethe morrow, and I (aw nothing 
diftin<fUy but this fondly defired rendezvous ; there 
my imagination flopped, and I fixed my whole atten* 
tion upon that predominant thought, as the objeft of 
all my wifhe^ and the (ble end of my hopes and ex- 
pedations. I pafled the whole night entirely wrapped 
up in this engs^ng meditation ; and^t the firft dawn 
of day I experienced a fenfation inexpreffibly fopth- 
ing, as I began to^diftinguifli the objeos which fur- 
rounded mej — the verdant turf, the cyprefs-tree, the 
grafly feat, and my fcarf! that fcarf which (he 
embroidered) and which had become a gift from her 

iiand !. .«....At length I was obliged to tear myfelf 

away from this fpot, fo replete with delight : I re- 
turned to the palace, to await the rifing of the em- 

pcror ; 

' I 
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peror; and in about an hour I was fent for by him. 
He was alone; and as foon as he faw me, < Oliver/ 
faid he, ^I promifed you a recompenie; and, with- 
out preamble or ceremony, I am going to propofe it 
to you. Is it true that you love ray daughter?* 
* I, feigfiior P replied I, * how could I have the 
temerity ?' < Let us fpeak without difguire,' faid 
the emperor; * I am not laying a fnare for you; you 
are acquainted with my franknefs.-^You are dear to 
me, Oliver,' continued he ; ' and more fo than you 
imagine: I have feen you in the army, I have feen 
you at court, and in both thofe different fituatiorfs 
your condud has gained my efteem ; it will gratify 
me exceedingly, while I am fecuring the bappinefs of 
my daughter, to reward merit in a fplendid majn- 
ner ; it is the nobleft occupation of fupreme power, 
ind it juftifies the chance which conferred it upon me« 
Befides, this^ alliance, which exalts you, cannot de- 
grade my daughter ; and I have the pride to believe, 
that, in the eyes of every one, a fimple knight, the 
choice of Charlemagne, is equivalent to a prince 
whom he has not yet known: forget, therefore, that 
it is your fovereign who queftipns you, and make 
replv to your friend/ I muft confefs to thee, Ifam- 
barcf, that I had come with the defign of braying the 
emperor; he had forbidden me to afpire to Celanira; 
and 1 coiifidered the refufal of his daughter with all 
the coolnefs which refpe<ft could allow of, as a kind 
of vengeance, the idea of which confoled me, in fpite 
of my forrow; but when I heard that great man fpeak 
with fo much kindnefs — when I beheld the moft 
moving expreiSon of benevolence and friendfhip beam 
from his augutt countenance, I felt myfelf deeply 
afFe£led, and compunftlon and confufion of jn'inA 
fucceeded to refentment. In the mean time, ii was 
neccflary, however painful to me, to make fome re[Jj^, 
— «Ah, feignior,^ faid I, * how great would be my 
bappinefs were I able to avail myfelf of fuch excefsof 

unexamflc4 
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unexampled goodnds; but I was not born for fo 
much glory and felicity. * How,' cried Charle- 
magne,' ' you refiife my daughter V The imperious 
tone and menacing air with which thefe words were 
uttered) inftead of intimidating, reftored me a portion 
of my courage.—* Seignior,' replied I, < you deign 
to give me the moA honourable mark of efteem which 
a mbjed can. receive at the h^mds of his fovereign, 
nor can I a£l worthy of it but by declaring, without 
any difguife, that I (hould be both perjured and bafe 
dia I dare to accept this fplendid boon : — my heart is 

not my own, a facred engagement* « 'Tis 

enough!' cried the emperor, in a thundering tone -of 
voice : * depart.' I gave him no opportunity of 
I repeating the order, but, bowing refpedlfuUy, ad- 

vanced towards the door. He immediately called me 
back ; arid looking at me with fparkling eyes-— 
• Are you married ?' faid he. * No, feignior,' re- 
plied I. This anfwer feemed to furprife and (often . 
him a little : he meditated for a moment, and refuming 
his difcourfe— * Do you confider the criminal im- 
prudence of your "cotiduft, Oliver?' faid he J "your 
ailiduity muft have perfuaded the princefs that -you 
loved her, and all the court thought fo.' < No,' 
feignior,* replied I, ' all the court fuppofed I wAb 
f in love with Armoflede; and no one could l^ave inia- 

i ' gined, that I bad the temerity to-afpire to the hand of 

! the princefs.' * I am willing to believe,' faid the 

emperor, ^ that I ought to impute this mifunderftand- 
Ing to the natural imprudence of Emma ; but however, 
Oliver, you are yet free,^ Ihe loves you^ her paffion is* 
blazoned abroad, and I cannot imagine that, on the 
leaft refle£lion, you can heiitate between Armoflede 
Imdr. my daughter.'' « But, feignior,' returned I, 
** the liberty oF choice is no longer allowed mej my 
word is given, and it is inviolable.' At thefe words, 
I perceived fo great an alteration take place in the 
emperor's countenance, that I apprehended he was- 
E J going 
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gomg to give way to fomc violent extremity.— 

* Yes,' cried he, - < it is my lot, in common with 
all princes, to meet only with ingratitude/ < Aby 
feignior/ replied I, ^ 'tis ambition aione diat creates 
ingratitude; and were I ambitious, I ftould readily 
snake a facrifice of my former engagements. But 
permit me to tell you, that 'tis for yoorielf alone ^at 
I]o\te yotf; the pcpp Which furrounds you did not 
Nifpire me with awe ; yoUr glory even would not be 
able to dazzle me, were it not united with that mag* 
nanimity of foul, which has captivated your very 
enemies. You know, feignior, that your, bounty has 
always prevented my wimes; I have never folicited 
fiavourSy an4 I never deilred any; to ferve under your 
•rdersy and to live undisr your eye, was fufficient for 
ny happinefs : judge, then,, of tbe ibrrow I jaavA 
cxperienee at this moment^ in which honour^ ex* 
ailing from me the greateft of al! facrifices, commands 
me to make refiftance to you.' Dusing this conver- 
£ition the empefor walked about the room with quiek 
fieps ; and when I had left off fpeaking he kept a 
moment'^ fifcnce ; and afterwards, coming near me— 

* Ncv' faid he, *I will not be a tyrant. Oliver,. 

continue ever ^ithful to honour ; it has been hkherto 
the guide of all the adions of my life, and I {hall 
not punifli yon for having foUowed its di£btes: ap- 
prehend neither exile nov difgrace.- — Happy the mo- 
narch who is efteemed enough to be oppoied without 
fear ! You eannot accept tKe recompeafe. I have 
«&red you;. I remaia ftill in vouc debt, and I {hill 
endeavour ^o diicharge the obKga;tion : in the mean 
time, you are at liberty to marry the objeft of your 
kve; I only require that it may be done in a fecret 
manner^, and that you wiU not declare your marriage 
fceforc the end of a V^ar- 1 requeft, bciijdes,. that yea 
will withdraw yopriclf from court at this prefent mo- 
inenr, and undertake a journey of a few months; at 
the cud of wbich^ return lyitb all the confidence 

whictk 
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^ which is due to mv chara£lcr.* At thefe words, I fell 
at the emperor's feet; and I was utterly at a lofs for 
expreffion to convey my fenfe of the gratitude . and 

, admiration whith fuch eoodhefs inlpired. This great 
man read all that pafTed in my bofom, and appeared 
- much affe£ted at it; and in the remaining part of the 
converfation, which did not laft long, he manifefted 
more benevolence towards me than even This inter- 
view exalted my attachment to him to its greatefl: 
height: and behdes, die meafures he had prefcribed 
perfeftly accorded with my intentions, and his miftake 
refpefting my pailion for Armoflede afforded me the 
happy certitude, that the deareft and moft important 
fecret of my heart would for ever remain unknown* 

( But I did not long give way to thefe refle(Jlions j I 
foon forgot the emperor and the entire univerfe, in 
order, to give reception to ideas which effaced all 
other thoughts from my' memory. 

<^ On the evening of this fame day was Celanira to 
receive my laft farewel ; and in a few hours I was 
eoing to be alone with her. Refolved to grant me 
this only interview,, fhe had no notion, that die 
choice of the hour and ^ the fpot was of any kind of 
importance : the innocency of her foul was conferring 
upon me ail the indulgence which happy love could 
expe£k ; fhe was about to give me admittance to her 
four hours after the clofe, of day, and I was to remain 
alone with her during part of the night ! But to what 
did I owe thefe marks of unreferved confidence ? — to 
die pureft afFe£t!oh, founded on the mofl perfedl: 
cfteem. Such idea could folely render my paflion 
worthy of its obje6l. In the mean while, this mo- 
. ^>ent, looked for with the ardent knpadence of a 
lover, this moment, in which I was to repair to Celi-* 
nira, at length arrived;, and I fet off at feven o'clock. 
It was then about the middl'^ of autumn, and it was 
already night. I took a by road, and at the entrarfce 
of the foreft I alighted- from my hor&|. and ordered 
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mf fquire to wait for me at a neighbouring village* 
. I had a part of the for^ft to go through j and the 
darknefs was fuch, that I was feveral times apprefaen-- 
five of lofing my Way : but I loon began to hear tto ' 
river-falls at a diftance f and that noife announced mf 
approach to the hoi^e, and fiUed me with inexpre^ 
ble delieht. I quickened my pace; and in a few 
minutes I was able to perceive, by the foft rays of the 
clearcft moon-light, the bridge, the willow-walk, and 
the manfion. It was now nine o'clock : I rufhed uix)n 
the bridge, and having palTed it, together with the 
wiUow-*walk, with the fwiftnefs of a thunderbolt, I 
at laft found myfelf at the end of my courfe,^ at the 
little garden-gate. I had yet an hour to wak; never- 
thelefs the greater half of tdat time glided away in the 
moft delicious manner \ fo happy was I to find myfelf 
leaning againft this, door, to confider that (hortly it 
would be opened to me ; that the joy I experienced 
created emotions which fufpended all violent and tu- 
multuous fenfationsy and tnfufed an enchanting calm- 
aefs into my mind. But to this ftate of tender tran- 
quillity fucceeded the moft violent agitation, when I 
found -the appointed moment of rendezvous near at 
hand ; then, with my ear clofe to the gate, I Kftened 
with. an attention which fcarce allowed me to draw my 
breath, and the leaft noife, even the falling of a leaf> 
made me ftart ; I began to hncy I heard the found of 
footfteps; and after two or three deceptions of this 
kind, I then gave way to the keeneft anguifh of mind. 
I took my alarms for prefentiments ; every moment 
ferved to increafe my diftrefling anxiety, when all of 
a fudden I heard at a diflance, but in a dlftin(fi man- 
ner, the light footfteps of a perfon who walked apace^ 
and advanced by the fide of the walL My joy was as 
impetuous, as iif the caufe of it had been unforefeen f 
My extacy, and the furprife I felt, threw my fenfes 
into a ditorder which ^convulfed my whole frame* 
Tiut pure paifion> which had hitherto animated thc^ 

appeared 
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appeared to me at this moment romantic folly only ; 
love, with all its audacity and turbulent emotions, 
now feized upon my whole foul ; my difoidered ima- 
gination gave me .up without referve tofuch hopes, the 
very idea of which, till this moment, would have ap- 
peared to me a crime ; and in flattering myfelf that I 
ihould obtain every thing, to dare every thing I was 
now become refolved. At length the door opened a 
little ; I gently pufhed it, and ftealing foftly into the 
garden, 1 found myfelf cloCe by Celanira. The fpot 
where we flood was out of the fliade of the trees ; 
and all the beams of the moon appeared to concentrate 
on the perfon of Celanira ; that fofr and myfterious 
light feemed well adapted to illuminate her celeftial 
charms ; I never before faw her fo beautiful ; her mo- 
deft and noble mien, far from expreffing any embarr^S- 
ment, announced on the contrary a ferenity that awed 
me in fuch a manner as to deprive me botn of motion 
and fpeech. She ihut the door, and afteiwardfl leaning 
upon my arm, * Come,' faid fhe, * let me lead 

Jou ;' and flie took the road to a covered walk at a 
undred paces diftant. I was.amazed and tranfported ; 
a thoufand various and contradictory ideas aro^ih my 
mind, and excited the moft violent conflift: being fen- 
fible, however, how ridiculous ray filcncemuft appear, 
I uttered fon[ie indiftinCfc words at a venture, which 
Ihe did not underftand. She looked at me with an air 
of enchanting franknefs^ * You tremble,* faid ihe; 
and indeed the trembling arm by which fhe held, and 
which dared not prefs againft her*sf, fiiflBciently be- 
trayed the agitation I was in. * I read your foul,* 
continued fhe — * That foul, replete with delicacy and 
feeling, fecretly upbraids you for having led nac intp a 
flep, which you yourfelf condenin as imprudent: but 
do not be difcourageS ; I have taken all^iecelTary pre- 
caution, that tWs interview fliaU for ever remain un- 
known.* As fhe finifhed thcfc words, we entered into 
a long walk of mulberry trees, the j(hade of which v<ta» 
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fo thick, th^it no objeA remamedany longer difila- 
^ifhable. I ftarted at finding myfelt alone with her 
m this dark folitude; I felt myfelf und<Br lefs reftraint 
when I bad ceafed to gaze on that angelic face, whic(i 
the fijpreme afcendancy of virtue rei^ered fo aweful ; 
onthofeeyes, theexprefiiveand innocentlook of which, 
while they penetrated to the bottom of my heart, and 
kindled fentiments of love, yet chaftened every de* 

fire there. 1 know not wimt efFedl the darknefs 

which furrounded us had^ upon her ; but fhe left off 
fpeaking, and quickened her pace. The embarrafs- 
nient I imaging flie was under, fiill encouraged me 
- further ; neverthelefs it was not without a prodigious 
effort that I ventured to lay bold of her arm which 
hung upon mine; and to fay with a broken voice, 
^ An ! Cclanira, let us Hop here.' * No,' replied 
. flie immediately : * No, Oliver, I will hear you and 
converfe with you in tbc face of heaven.' The refo* 
lute manner in which fhe uttered thefe words, and the 
found of that dear voice, reflored me to myfelf. I 
fhuddered to thin|c, that perhaps, in fpiteof her unfuf- 
picious innocence, I had given her alarm, and had in* 
curredher anger: this idea difpelled .all others from 
my imagination ; the confullon and painful difquietude 
in which it involved me, convinced me that nothing 
could make me overcon^e the dread of difpleafing or 
offending her ; and my chief anxiety was now to re- 
move from her mind any vague fufpicions which 
tnight have found reception there. 

«* We arrived at the end of the walk ^ and as foon as 
Celanira perceived the light of the pioon, fhe ikckehed 
her pace a little, and gently turning, her head towards 
me, fhe looked at me with a kind of timidity which I 
had never obferved before* I had compofed my 
countenance in fuch a jnanaer, that fhe faw no trace 
©f the embarraffment I had juft been under. « I hope,* 
laid I, * that vtre are now going to Aop; it^s im- 
poi&bk to converfe while we walk £0 faAj and my 
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heartv toOj is fo full, it has fo much to impart !'— 
Thefe few words had all the efFed I could de(ire ; Ce- 
lanira, being releaied from all painful and alarming 
fufpicion, recovered her wonted confidence ; and fo 
pleafed was ihe with me for having reflored it, that 
fhe became^a thoufand times more kind and tender. 
During the abrm (he had juft been under, ihe had- 
mechanically withdrawnherfdf from me ; fa that there 
' was a wide ipace between us, and her hand only had 
hold of my arm ; but on a fudden ihe drew nearer to 
me;. I felt her leaning upon my (houlder, and. the 
tfeffes of her beauteous hair pl^ed againfl my face. 
In refloring me her confidence, uie had infufed all the 
feelings other heart into mine ; nd longer did I expe« 
rience impetuous ti:anfports; all I now felt was ex- 
treme affe^ionr and- pure as the obje6l that infpired 
it. I (hed delicious tdar» i and I was fenfible, that her 
tranfcendent- beauty^ the graces and charms of her 
mind, nev^r woula have created this unconquerable 
paflion, without the aid of hei' virtue, her candour, 
aM her innocence ; and 1 enjoyed, with extreme d<;* 
lights the confcious felicity of again feeling myfelf 
wordiy. of h^r.- We flopped upon the bank of a ca- 
, nal, which feparated the garden from a fpacious lawn. 
Celanira: condut^ed me to a feat in the midft of an 
orange grove, and bade me fit down.by her fide ; the 
air was loaded with the. perfumes of the fiowers that 
furroundod us ^the moon, which multiplied her beams 
upon the extenfive furfaee of the water, afforded' a 
double portion^ of light; which in luflre and purenefs 
could emulate that.oMhe rifing day", and which flione 

f with fuch fplendour ufion tha white drefs and graceful 

perfon of Celanira, that.it appeared as if it emanated 
from her own beauteous felf. Scarcely had we fitten 
down, when turning towards me^ « Oliver,' faid flie, 
* this interview is the laft we fliall have together ; in 

[ a few hours we are going to feparate for ever I ■ How 

yrocious is the fhorx fpace of time that remains to us ! 

> — Iknowr 
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—I know not, whether the pdit I have been a£Ung for 
your fake violate the euftoms of your country ; I know 
not, whether yourla ws allow me to receive your homage, 
while my hand is promifed to another. I have con- 
fulted my heart only, and it tells me, diat a iirft vow 
is facred ; it tells me I cannot give myfdf up^ 
to you, without ceafing to ^be worthy of you ; 
it tells me, even, that I ought to have fliunncd 
you, to have fled from you the moment I difcovered 
my own fentiments in ypur favour: but that I was 
unable to do.— Such is the fault of which I upbraU 
royfelf ; fuch is what I confider as a blameable weak- 
nefs, and not the reception I have given you here. 
After having fufFered your love to take its birth, and 
after having betrayed my own, it was incumbent upon 
me, in returh for die facrifice of eternal feparation 
which I exafted, to give you confolation and counfel, 
and it was my duty to hear you.' .< O Gelanira !* 
cried I, * if confofation be yet in ftore for_me, 'tis 
you alone who can adminifter it : ambition, the love 
of glory, and all thofe glittering delufions which fe- 
duce mankind; no longer appear in my eyes but 4& 
vain chimeras: the heart, which devotes itlelf to you, 
can bdong to you only ; and in fpite of your will, 
which commands my exile, nothing can deftroy the 
facred tie th?it unites us ! " Alas ! you have the cojirage 
to feparate your fate from mine, and another will be- 
come its arbiter! Hereafter I ihall be neither the 
end of your anions, the motive of your defigns, nor 
the objedk of your hopes : I fhall have no influence 
upon your deftiny ; but to yoi^will ever belong mine. 
But ah ! I am perhaps the lefs %o be lamented. I 
can wear my willing ct^ains ; I can ftill obey you ! 
Your counfels can become the fole law. to which I 
fhould fubmit, and which I fbould be able to ob- 
ferve. Speak I point out the career you would have 
me follow ; it will become dear to me when you fliall 
have opened its onfett' At thefe words Cdlanira 

looked 
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tooke<! towards heaven, and appeared deeply kffeikei ; 
flie remained a moment without uttering a word, and 
then rdumed the difcourfe. • Continue/ returned 
ihe^ * to be what vou have hitherto been, as generous 
as brave, the defender of tlie unfortunate, and the 
pr/ote&or of a vanquiflied enemy ! Remeinb^, Oliver, 
that with your fame only can the wretched Celanira 
ixenceforward hold eonverfe ! ThafrftiU reprefcnts you 
undcF the fame interefting form which induced me to 
love the deliverer of Witikind, aia« ! even before be 
"Was known to me !— for I will confefs to you,' 
continued flie, * when my father, on his return to 
Saxonyj related the ftonr of his deliverance, I coii- 
ceived a predile<Slion m favour of the generous 
ftranger ; I was fond of fancying bis features, and 
• I ftrove to form an idea of his perfon ; admiration 
and gratitude had imaged him under fo charnung a 
(hape, that had I met you, Oliver, I fliould have in- 
ftantly taken you for ninj. I faw you at Emma's 
apartrtient for the firfl time ; but you had long oc- 
<^pied my heart; and my imagination ; ^nd now, alas ! 
when I know you, and am beloved too, I muft re- 
nounce the grateful tafk of dwelling upon fo dear a 

remembrance !' * How ! Celanira,' cried I, do 

you make a duty of forgetting the unhappy Oliver?'-^ 

* Forget you !* returned {he, * ah I if the paljEion, that 
fills my whole foul, were not inunortal as it is infur- 
mountable, boyr fliould I be able to juflify in my owii 

.eyes the weaknefs that allows me toconfefs it, and the 
confidence which admits you here ? I fhall love you, 
Oliver, to the end of my exiflence ; my afFe6tion is 
founded upon an unfhaken bails ; I believe your heart 
to be like my own ; I am perfuaded that you would 
rather lofe than debafe me ; it is virtue, above all, that 
unites us ; and virtue it -is that tears us afunder.'— 

* Yes,' cried I, throwing myfelf. at her feet, * it is 
_not more neceffary to my ha,ppinefs to be loved 

by you, thaa to admire and contemplate you, as a 

being 
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hdag of fingulair exceUe&ce : tio, I aim not formed 
like you ; no, Celanira, banifli that illufion ; J think 
and exift only through you, and am ready to 
facrifice every thing to virtue, becaufe virtue is your 
idol, and you are mine. Bbt, in the name of heaven, 
before you pronounce the dreadful decree which fepa- 
rates us, deign to refle& on the duty which conmiands 
itJ*-0 ! if you exaggerate that cruel obligation, if 
virtue^ far from prefcnbing your union with oQe you 
do not love, fliould difapprove of that fatsd union ]••-- 
And what! n)uft you plight your faith, when your 
heart is no longer your own V — ^ I never promifed 
to love him.'— < Ana in not {haring the affeftions of 
your hufband, can you live without remorfe ? The 
naughty foul of Albion is fufceptible of ambition oidy, 
and can delight folely in combats and military glory ; " 
policy alone will form this union ; nothing more dian 
fidelity will be required at my hands, and I ihall make 
j:k> vows that I camiot fulfil.** — • Thus then you facrifice 
your lover ; you renounce the man by whom you are 
adored, for one who will deftroy your happinefs 
without compunction "— ' But corifider, if I break 
this engagement, I violate my word ; i draw upoa 
my head the refentment of an incenfed parent, fince 
he liimfelf received my promffe : confider, Oliver, that 
Albion \</ill breathe nothing but vengeance ; he will 
be the rival and the enemy of Witikind, if he do not 
beconle bisfoa: then will ^he .kindle the flameS of 
ivar ia my native land ; his talents and his reputation 
will hbrx create a powerful party, and I fhall become 
the fatal caufe of all the blood that is fpilled ; and, 
oyerwhekned by the preffure of paternal maledidlion, I 
ihall have to upbraid myfelf with perjury, and with 
all th^ evils that defolate my wretched country.* 

** This difcourfe tortured my heart ;'a|nid the dillreiSng 
pi<3:ure which reprefented in detail dl the invincible 
obftacles which counterafted, our love, oyerwhelmed 
me with an agony of grief. I was ftiU at Celanica*s 

feet, 
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(6tU when rifing with violesce : ♦ StojJ/ cri«^ I, 
quite overcome with frenzy, * ftop, 'tis eiioogh ; you 
mufl facrifice me ; it is yonr duty, and my life truly is 
not an equivalent for the leait of chofe confidcratioas 
to which yon immokte n»— Farewel, be happy I— 

. Virtue, filial afFe&ioB> the love of your cooniry, all 

. thefefentiniepts, which hold a ^ace inybuf foul, may 
foon fiU 11)^ it» vacui^ ! As fot me, t have nothing 
biit my love v to no other paflioa do Igive reception ; 
I Will neither overcome it, nor couoferaft its influence, 
and its excels will foon- prove fufficient to terminate 
the dreadful evils it has prepared for me 1' On finifh* 
ing thefe words, I withdrew myfelf with great preci*» 
pitatibji : I knew not what was my intention, but Ge- 
lanira, whafaw me hafieu to^waros the canal, gave a 

. fjercing fliriek^ and called me ; and this exclamation 
was uttered m fucb a plaintive and dolorous tone, that 
it vibrated to itiy innooft foul. I went back in great 

. agitatioUf and (O. touching image, which never Ihali 
be effaced from my memory) I faw Celanira arife^ hold 
out her arms to me, and fmk down upon the feat !— > 
I flew towards her; I fell at her feet; I feized her cold 
and trembling hand, and ba^ed it with tears. The 
condition, in which I faw her, ftruck me with deep re* 
moiie; I promifed her lo live, to cheriih my exif- 
fence, and to fubmit myfelf to my deftiny. I exprefled 
rayfelf in the language" of the mod: tender and exalted 
pai!ion, and at lafil reftored her mind to tranquillity. 
She began to take courage, and I felt her hands foftly 
prefs mine, and her tears fall upon my face I— Na; 
not all the tranfports of happy love can be conapared 
to the felicity I now enjoyed, in this union of pure 
and paflionate fentimeilts ; in this mixture of tender* 
nefs and melancholy, of rapture, admiration, and 

. love !-i-If I were ever worthy of her, it was at this 
moment, in which her innocence afforded me fuch 
touc^ingproof of affection !-— We remained lilent, and 
I imoxicated myfdf with gazing oa hor > with feeing 

her 



92 THE KSldfSrfS OF 

her almoft m my arms, without fearorfufpicion : tier - 
face touched mine; 1 inhaled her fragrant breath ; I 
caught her fighy; our tears iriinfled together; and, by 
an enchantment which {he alone could create, the 
deareft defires of my h^rt were fully gratified/ or 
rather, 1 enjoyed a blifs, of which my tmaginadon 
. had never been able, to form any idea ! And who, 
loved as I was by Cehinira, would not have been in 
like manner checked by the charin which fubdued 
me? Gelanira, indeed, gave herfelf up to me; and 
I read in her eyes the paffion which ihe herfelf ia- 
fpired ; but far from deriving encouragement from the 
£fcovery, I perceived nothing there but the calm of 
pureft delight, and the fofr ferenity of virtue; I faw 
her exult in the referved and idolatrous refpe£k of her 
lover. Could I harbour the thought of expofing my- 
felf to the' irretrievable lofs of her confidence and 
efteem? I fliuddered at the idea only of feeing her 
eyes, whc^e wonted looks were fo foft and melting, 
on a fudden change their expreffion, and aim them- 
-felves with teiTour, anger, and contempt I And what 
facrifice could be painful white it fecured her repofe— 
while her tendernefs and gratitude were its reward?—- 
At length recovering my fpeech-— « Adored objed J* 
faidi, >0>Celanira! can fuch a paffion as mine 
ever became a crime ! O, why muft I be banifhed ? 
Of what avail will abfence prove to us P We have 
> neither the liope n6r defire of forgetting each othtr 
--*-whjdienAould'we <l8prive ourfdives of this en- 
chanting ifkercouffe?'-^! have promifed to depart^ and 
J I will keep my word, if Celanira require it; but ba- 
fetflied far from thee, fliall I be more virtuous ? Ah ! 
Midulge not that perfUafion. This fad heart will be 
^duandoned to confuming regret, and to all the vain 
'ddlres, Whith violent paffion andan ardent imagina. 
*tion can iirfpire : but near thee,. I am calm, becaufe I 
' am ha^ppy ; near thee, my foul is refponfive to aH the 
rtj^ovejiftents 6f tWne^ Iw^i^iip inaop^ce, becaiife^it . 

furrounds 
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fuiTGiunds and embelUftics thee ; and with thee alone 
in the deep ftillnels of night, tlie delirium of love is 
only the enthufiafm of viitue.* * No,' cried Cela- 
nira, < never (hall I fear what I love ; but the wife 
of Albion cannot renew this tender converfe without 
a crime— and 1 am only excufabld in having confented 
to the prefent interview, becaufe 1 imagined it would 
4)e the laft.'— « Well,' replied I, « fo it fhall be ; but 
why exile me for ever ? — why chafe tne from the Ipot ' 
you inhabit ? What, ftiall the day begin without my 
behig able to indulge the hope of mee^ting you !— ' 
and ihall 1 behold it clofe without defiring the mor- 
row ? Mud I pafe whole months— muft years roll on 
in this maimer ?'-*-* Meet stgain ?' replied Celanira, 
* alas ! how (hould we then avoid betraying the fe- 
cret of our hearts ! No, Oliver, do not expeiS fuch 
efforts from me ; You are but too well aware how ill I 
am qualified to reign !-^-But I will commit to your • 
care my reputation and my gloiy. Ah ! I had rather 
rely on your love than on my own prudence.'—* Alas ! 
it is finlflied,' cried I, (heddiiig a flood of tears, < in 
a few minutes I am going to leave you for ever— *ycs, 
I am going to depart-— yes, it is my duty ; and I ' 
ought, above alt, to give you ati exaniiple' of refolu- 
tit)ii ; and may yours, not be weakened by thefe tears, 
. which I have not been able to reftrain ; it is gratitude 
which bids them flow.— You deign to rely on my ge- 
nerofity, your confidence fliall not be abufed ; and I 
carry with me,- at leaft, the dear and foothing perfua- 
fion, that Celanira will, from the bottom of her heart, 
for ever think that Oliver was not unworthy of her.* 
Here 1 ceafedfjf)eaking ; my fobs prevented niy titter^ 
ance. Celanira only replied with deep moarts^ and 
foon the excefs of her forrow made me forgetflil bf 
iriine. O ! how pathetic and heart-rending was the 
expreffidn of grief upon her enchaiiting countenance ! 
This expreflion imparted fuch a charaCTcr of fublimity . 
and tendernefe to her beauty, that I would fain have 

been 
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been able to diminifli her pain at the expenfe even of 
her love ! To fee her fuffer was a tornient far beyond 
my courage ! I no longer coniideredy that in a few 
moments I was going to become the moft unfortanate 
of men ; I could fee nothing more than her (adnefs 
and defpair ; and at this inftant 1 would have given my 
life to have been lefs beloved by her ! I wiped away 
my tears» and endeavouring to aflb^ne a more tranquil 
air ; * O ! compofe yourfdf !* faid U * my Celanira i 
compofe yourfeU^ if the happinefs of QHver be dear 
to you !— Yes, th^'happinefs ; for i call myfelf happy 
in fpite of my fate, wiucb tears us afunder ! Beloved 
by yoU| is not my deftiny foore deflrable and more \ 

^orious than that even of your intended huiband j 
To juftify the ijpcret choice of your heart fliall now bp 
'my dpareft ambition; you are defirous to bold con-- 
verfe with my fame, and fame (hall ftHl fpeak of me; 
tliat iinele word which your lips have uttered ifaall 
make a hero of your lover ; but when you bear of any 
fplendid or generous ad performed by him, then (ayt 
it is an b9mflgi hi renders nu^ and the appr^haUQu af % 
Celanira is aUthe gloryhedejires.'*'^^ Dear and unhappy 
Oliver,* cried ihe, * apd to wbat-rdgion will you re-» « 

pair ?•— * To what region ! cannot you divine \ | 

Driven from the place \^re you abide, I Qiall fly to 
that facred fpot which gave you birth* X (haU go and 
breathe the air which in your infancy you refpired, and 
I fhall think myfelf at home !' ' O !' exclaimed i 

Celanira, ^ am X not to know how much X am loved } 

until the ihilant which eternally feparates us (•-••Ah I I 

at leaft in the present dreadful moment bp it allowed 
me to difdofe to thee my whole foul. O, my Oliver, | 

heaven has formed my heart for thine ! No,'X cannot I 

believe it will feparate us for ever ! X can only live for 
thc^ ! for ,>vid3iout tiifte what would be life ?— What J 
canft thou think thou wilt never fee Celanira more<^ i 

that no more thy looks will meet her's ? What ! j 

fhall I never tell thee again that X love thee, and can | 

only- 
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only love biit thee ? On leaving me wilt thou for ever 
difappear from my eyes ?— The idea confounds my 
imagination; it is' incomprehenfiblc as eternity!*— 
On finishing thefe words, (lie reclined her head upon 
my bofom, and ceafed fpeaking. I had heard her 
With rapture, and her tender expreffions rekindled esc- 
tinguifhed hope in my bread. Celanira could have no 
conception of eternal feparation, and I ceafed myfelf 
to believe it poffible. With tranfport I adopted her 
idea, and urged every thing that could enforce it 
She lent me an attentive ear, when, all on a fudden, E 
faw her flart ; her eyes were fixed upon the horizoii, 
and fhe perceived the firft dawn bf day. What Aen 
were my fcnfations ! It was no longer in my power to 
defer this forrowfui departure for a moment, and all 
my happinefs vaniihed away like the tranfitory ihades 
of night ! A called forth aH m^ rcfolution, and arofe 
from the feat; Celanira, all pale and trembling, ftood 
in need of my arm to fiipport her ; we dared not utter 
a word; we walked a few fteps in filence, and I then 
turned, and caft a look at the feat we had juft outtted ; 
Celanira had hidden her face in mybofom, andiheda 
flood of tears ; I anfwered only by groans, which fprung 
from the bottom of. my heart, and we continued our 
walk. At laft we came to the garden gate ; Celanira 
ftopped ; fhe drove to Ipeak, but her words expired 
on her lips : (he joined her hands, and lifted them up 
towards heaven; ihethen let them fall upon my flioul- 
ders, and leaned her cheek againft mine. Wnat then 
did I fuffer, when I clafped in my arms, and prefled 
to my bofom, for the firft time, this adorable creature, 
at the very inftant in which we were to feparate from 
icach other for ever, and Wore the fatal gate vvhich 
was going to open, and be fliuj againft me !— Cela- 
nira committing violence upon her own inclination^ 
difengaged herfelf from my arms, ruftied to the gate, 
and half opened it ; but at this moment I faw her grow 
pale and totter, and fhe. immediately fell in a fwoon at 

my 
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my feet. At the fight of this I was inftantly bereaved . 
of reafon, love alone found admittance into my afto- 
nifhed foul ; and, fnatching Celanira into niy arms, I 
paiTed through the gate with her, and haftened to- 
wards the foreft, when, at the entrance of the bridge, 
flie opened her eyes, ^nd looking around with terrour— 
* Juft heaven! exclaimed flie, 'where am I?'— 
At theUe words I ftood ftill, the found of her voice, 
and her looks, which were ftedfaftly fixed upon me, 
fubdued all my intrepidity ; my tranfports gave way 
to fear and remorfe, and trembling a thou&nd times 
more than , (he, I feated her upon a rock that over* 
hung the torrent at the fpot where we flopped. Kneel-i- 
ing before her, with my hands joined together—* O, 
Celaniri,* faid I, * can we hope to live, if we fepa- 
rate from each other !— Can I leave you in this fad 
condition ?' She made no reply, but looking fled* 
faftly at i^e, and with a kind of attention which em- 
bbldened me^ fei^ed one of her, hands— * Ah, let us 
fly from our tyiunts ;* cried I, * dare to accompany 
^ lover, a hufl)and 1^ have horfes ready at hand ; I 
know all the windings of the foreft ; our flight will be 
eafy » it will be fure.'r— As I pronounced thefe words, 
I was fo flruck with the aftonifliment which was ex- 
prefled in her eyes, that were ftill fixed on mine, that 
I was utterly unable to proceed. I placed her hand 
againfl my heart, which throbbed with fuch violence 
as almofl to deprive me of refpiration. — * Oliver!' 
faid flie, and then flopped ; but the tone in which fhe 
uttered this Angle word, imparted to me all that was 
pafling in her ioul; the moft^ eloquent difcourfe could 
not have better recalled tlie ideas of duty and virtue 
which I bad juft been fpuminr from me : I remained 
without motion, gazing upon her with difinay, and as 
a criminal who was expecting judgment to be pro- 
nounced upon him ; yet upon her countenance I per- 
ceived neither refentment nor anger; {he looked at 
me for fome moments, and then breaking fllence — 

•Go,' 
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• Go/ faid (he, * I forgive thee ; and I attribute 
thefe violent proceedings to the confternation which I 
occafioned ! O, Oliver, I know not indeed if it will 
be poiEble for me to live without thee ; yet we ought j 
to believe, that the Supreme Being will proportion our ; 
refolution to the extent of the facrifices which he pre- 
fcribes us ; but what I know with full ceititude is, 
that Celanira, if diftiorioured, can never fupport her 
exiftence. Let us lofe no more time/ continued (lie, 

* we are in a plac^ where we may be difcovcred ! 
.That fun, whofe firft beams thou nowbeholdeft, muft 

not find us together ; if my happinefs be dear to thee, 
if thou know what love is, detain me no longer, and 
do not follow me^— farewel. — As long as I exift thou 
Ihalt dwell in my remembrance, and in my heart?— 
farewel.' On uttering thefe words (he left me, and 
I remained annihilated upon the fpot ; my looks pui- 
fued her irrefolute tottering fteps ; I faw ner enter the 
willow walk ; flie turned about, and made me a fign 
with her handkerchief, which (he held up to hfer face, 
and then in an inftant, precipitating her ftep, flie dif- 
appeared from my fight. On ceafing to fee her, my 
heart was torn with anguifh, and I foon funk into the 
deepeft defpair. I threw myfelf upon the rock flie bad 
juft quitted, where nothing was heard but the roaring 
of the torrent that daftied with fury at my feet ; and 
here, all alone, I. gave way without interruption to 
the moft afflidling and melancholy reflediions. A thou- . 
fand contrary pafiions at once agitated my foul, and 
the keeneft of all arofe from the ^onfideration of Ce- 
lanira's grief! I fancied her weeping and finking 
under the weight of her forrow ; and the certainty of 
being beloved by her ferved only to increafe my tor- ^ 
ment«i ; I laid to my own charge all fhe fufFered, and 
confidered myfelf nothing better than a mad and bar- 
barous feducer. 1 became the objedl of my own ab- 
horrence, when I refledled, that had it not been for 
my fatal pafTion, her whole life would have proved 
Vol. 1. F . tranquil. 
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tranquil, and fortunate, and brilliant.-— Alas ! I had a 
glimpfe of the gulph into which I was deftined to 
plunge her ! — and yet in the midft of all this vain re- 
gret, I was repenting of oiy obedience, and inconfo- 
lable that I^id not carry her away. I could not con- 
ceive, liow r couW have confcnted to this. eternal fcpa- 
ration ; how have fufiered her to leave me forever.—. 
* Juft heaven !* cried I, * ihe was here but a few 
moments ago ; I was hearing her, was looking at her, 
the deftiny of both of us. was in my power, and could 
Ihe have withftood my tears, and jeilftedmy defpair !— 
She would have followed me — I ought to have com-. 
pelled her, /he cannot live without me I — but 'tis over, 
Ae has difappeared, and I fliall never fee her again!' 
As I uttered thefe wards, I furveyed with fhuddering 
the path (lie had taken; con6dered the fhort fpace flie 
had gone over, and wliich now placed between myfelf 
and her, an unfurmountable barrier. — On a fudden, 1 
was irnprelTed with an idea, that perhaps (lie had not 
been able to return back to the boufe ; that perchance 
ihe might have fainted away at Tome diftance from 
the garden ! — I arofe with hafte, and flew to the wil- 
low walk ; I continued my way towards the manfion, 
and came to the fatal gate ; it was (hut ! — This I 
ought to have expeded, and yet the fight of it rent 
mv heart, and I fufFei ed all the agony of a fecond fe- 
paiation. I flicd a deluge of tears as I contemplated 
this gate, near which I had pafled two fuch delicious 
hours the prticedirig night — when, impelled by love' 
and grief, I began to meditiite in a confufed manner 
upon a thoufand wild proje(3:s : 1 furveyed the height 
of the wall; I had a ftrong temptation to climb over 
it J and I would have given the world to have been 
tranfported for a few minutes longer within the bounds 
that encircled Celauira ! I was on the point of at- 
tempting foine Vv'iki 'enter jirife, when hearing at a dif- 
taiH e the noife of men and horfes, I returned to my 
fehics, and {huddcred when I confidered how nearly 1 

rifked 
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rilkcd expofing the reputation of Celanira ; and love 
itfelf now reftoring me all" the refolution of which it 
had deprived me before, I haftily left the fpot, and 
foon arrived at the foreft. 

" Buc I perceive," cpntinued Oliver, " I have pro- 
longed my narrative to more than ordinary length, 
amd it is now time to difcontinue it." 



CHAPTER XIIL 



ANTl^E FRENCH GENEROSITT. 

La generolite jamais nVft imprudence* 

Cufta*ve Vafa dt PiKOif. 

Va ciel au champ d^honneur combat pour la vertu* 

Cafion et Bayard deVv BztLtfr. 

THE two friends paffed the night at the farm: the 
next day they returned to the orchard, and Oliver thus 
refuipeJ the continuation of his (lory : " I will pafs over 
in filence all that I felt in returning along the road^ 
which the day before had led me in queft of Celanira. 
I arrived at the palace, and haftened to my own 
aparmient, where I found thee, my dear Ifambard. 
Every one believed I was dlfgraced and condemned to 
exile, and thou camedft to entreat me to take*- thee 
with me ; 1 vainly endeavoured to diffuade thee from 
bearing me company, and never {hall I forget thy an- 
fwer: ' 1 will not piy into thy fecrets,' faidft thou, 
* but it is reported the emperor is incenfed againft 
thee ; friendthip entitles me to be the companion of 
F 2 thy 
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thy flight, and honour commands it.* I was obliged 
ta yield to thy importunity, but \ve agreed to feparate 
when we arrived on-the frontiers. We fet out to- 
gether, and left the whole court under the^perfuafiott, 
that Armofiede was the fole caufe of my diigrace, and 
that I had facrificcd fortune and ambition to my paf- 
fion for her. The vanity of Aripoflede, as tl>ou wilt 
fhortly fee, completely confirmed the public in this 
opinion. When we came to the frontiers, I infifted on 
thy accompanying me no farther ; thou returnedft to 
cjDurt, and I was foothed to think, that Celanira muft 
experience a fecret fatisfaftion in feeing one who had 
juft left me. 1 took without delay the road to Sax- 
ony (4), * and there I made inquiry after the fpot 
which Witikind had inhabited : I learnt with pain, that 
his ancient abode was fituarte in a quarter, which was 
m the pofTcfTion of the fmall number of Saxons, who 
had not yet confented to bend under the yoke of 
Cliarlemagnc ; I <vas aware, that a French knight could 
not find reception among them, and I determined to 
J^'ffume a difguife ; with this view I laid afide my ar- 
mour, and took a fhicld without device. I conti- 
nued my route, and as I was croffing a foieft, I heard 
great clafhing of arms : I was alone, as I had fent 
luy fquire on "before me, and he was gone out of hear- 
ing. I ran to the place from whence the noife iffiaed, 
and I foon peiceived through the trees a fingle man 
attacked at once by four ruffians ; I ftarted at the fight 
of this warrior, vvhom I had fo often feen in com- 
bats ; his fable and gold-coloured armour, his lofty 
and menacing mien, and, above all, his confummatc 
valour, befpoke him to, be the h1gh-fpirited ^bfori. 
• O'Celanira!' cried I, * behold the moft generous 
aftion that I can'perfbrm, and thou alone do I in- 
voke ?' I then fpurred on my horfe, and ruflied 
upon the brigands. My furprife was extreme, when 
X obfervcd among their number a man who appeared 
$0 be their chief, and who was decorated with the ho- 
nourable 
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nourable maiiks of knighthood ; but his buckler was 
without emblem or device. Albion was already 
wounded, and in great need of fuccour ; but when he 
faw me, he feemed to recover^ all his ftrength, and we 
quickly put his bafe adverfaries to flight. 1 was eager 
to purfue them, and compel their chief to lift up the 
vifor of his helmet, in order to difcover who that un- 
worthy knight was ; but Albion calling to me, * Stop, 
feigniof ,* cried he, * leave thofe vileaffafiins, a more in- 
terefting objedi calls for your fuccour and mine.* On 
pronouncing ^thefe words, he alighted from his fleed^ 
and after having ftanched the blood, which poured 
from his woun<£, with a handkerchief, he fed me 
<o the foot of a tree, where I beheld the moft un- 
looked for, and moving fpedlacle : It was a young fe« 
male extended upon the grafs, and funk into a deep 
fwoon ; her garments were flained with blood, and her 
hand ftill grafped a bloody dagger. * O unhappy .Or- 
dalia!' exclaimed Albion — he could fay no more, and 
I perceived the tear ftcal from his eyes. — ^This excla- 
mation and this fendernefs darted a ray of light and 
hope into my foul. The ladv^, notwithftanding her 
pale looks, was ilill alive, ana appeared to be^a pei;- 
fon of uncommon beauty. Albion kne\y her, had been 
fighting for her ; he feemed deeply aflPefled, and I faw 
him fhed tears. — ^Ah, were it poflible that a foul in- 
fenfible to the charms of Oelanira could be fufceptible 
of a paffion, furely Albion loved this unknown fair 
one ! All thefe ideas arofe in my mind at once, and . 
produced the only fenfation of delight, which 1 had 
experienced fince my interview with Celanira. In the 
mean while I aided Albion in fuccouring the unfor- 
tunate lady, who was ftill in a ftate of infenfjjility ; 
he informed nxet that believing flie had no means oif 
cfcaping from her ravifljers, but by laying violent 
hands upon herielf, flie had plunged a dagger into her 
fide ; the wound did not appear to be dangerous, we 
ilopped the blood as well as we were able, and at lad 

flie 
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fhe began to revive, and opened her eyes j at the fight 
of Albion flie betrayed fuch delight as confirmed me 
in niy hopes. Albion prefented me to her ; < Ordalia/ 
laid he, • here is your deliverer and mine.— Seignior/ 
continued he, turning towards me, • your name ought 
to be celebrated, if 1 may judge by the valour and 
generofity you have juft difplayed m my behalf; but 
J may be allowed to crave it, fince your arms and youf 
fhield bear no marks by which you might be known.* 
* The unfortunate,' faid I, * are beft Under obfcurity, 
and can only wi(h for oblivion *, all I can poffibly de- 
clare is, that in me you fee the moft xealous admirer 
of the great Witikind ; and if ever you fhould fpcak 
to him of the fervicc I have hacj the happinefs to len- 
der you, he will be able to recoUeft me by that de- 
fcription, and can tell you who 1 am.' At the name 
of Witikind, the fair Ordalia fliowed fomc marks of 
furprife, and looking at Albion, flie then lifted up her 
cycjs to heaven, and heaved a deep figh. Albion re- 
fuming his difcourfe : * You muft have the goodnefs. 
Seignior,' faid he, * to crown your generous proceed- 
ings by taking upon yourfelf tne charge of condu<^<i 
ing-Crdalia to her father's honfe-=-it is two days 
journey hence — I cannot appear in the quarter me 
inhabits— but I fliall be under no uneaiinefs on her 
account, while fhe is under the protcdlion of fuch a 
knight as yourfelf.' Without any hefitation I accepted 
the propolal, and he took his leave of us, and inftantly 
departed. I inquired of Ordalia what road we were 
to take ; I learned, with great fatisfaftion, that k was 
the fame I had intended to follow, and which led to 
Witikind's ancient abode. I mounted Ordalia behind 
mc, and we began our journey. Ordalia was weak 
through lofs of blood, but her* wound was very flight; 
and the motion of the horfe, far from being hurtful 
to her, appeared to reftore her ftrength. When night 
approached, I propofed^ <o her lo flop at a houfe we 
arrived at, within a league of the foreft ; (lie confent- 

cd, 
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ed, and we agreed flie fliould take forae repofc, and 
'pafs the night there, and that in the morning, at break 
of day^ we fliould purfue our journey. On the mor- 
row we (ct off at the hour we intended, Ordalia having 
aiTured me the pain arillng from her wound was ex- 
ceedingly diminiftied. I ventured ^o alk fome quef- 
tions refpefting Albion, for I was anxious to know tho- 
truth : 1 began by exprefling my furprife, that with 
the fcntiments Albion manifeftea in regard to her, he 
fliould employ an unknown perfon to conduft her 
home. * Alas, feignior,' faid Ordalia, * the brave 
and generous Albion is profcribed in the canton whither 
you are going to lead me. You have doubtlefs heard 
of that infolent and barbarous defpot, that impious ty* 
rant, who bears the name of Charlemagne ; you know,* 
feignior, that he has fubjugated my unhappy country. 
Witikind, (formerly fo great, but now oecbme a 
traitor) Witikind has' (looped to the infamous yoke ; 
<he faithlefs Albion too has followed his example !— • 
Yet there are many noble and generous hearts left 
among us ; my relations are of that number ; they are at 
the head of a party which is increafing every day, and 
we hope at the end to fee the facred caufe of juftice 
and liberty triumph.'-^— ' What I fair Ordalia,* returned 
I, ' can lips pure as yours name Charlemagne a barba- 
rous tyrant, and Witikind a traitor ! 1 muft confefs, 
that Fame has hitherto impreffed me with very dif- 
ferent notions of thefe two illuftrious men !— r romf 
her I have been informed, that Witikind, the chief of 
the Saxons, had with heroic valour defended his 
country againft all the warlike enterprifes of the em- 
peror. He then confidered that prince in no other 
light than a conqueror, but when he perceived him to 
be the firft legillator in the world, and the greateft 
man of his age ; when his mind was enlightened (per- 
mit me the expreffion) refpedling the barbarity of your 
manners and laws; when the humanity,the magnanimity 
ofCharlemagne^ade him cOnfider with horrouf hujnart 

facrifices, 
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facrifice's, a6dfomahy other kinds of cruelty iripraftl^ 
among you ; when he became acquainted with the fub- 
limity of the evangelic morality, he treated for peace, 
but with the unanimous confent cf his country. Som^ 
who had revolted, it is true, refufed to ratify the treaty ^ 
but of what weight can the claims of thefe^ proves 
againft tlxe general will of the whole mafs of the na- 
tion ?'-^* Seignior,' faid Ordalia, * to you I am in«* ' Ji 
debted for my honour and life ; ' and it is nec;eflary £ ^m 

flioukl recollect it, while I am liftening to fucb dit ^^ 

courfe !— I perceive with pain that my deliverer is the. 
partizanoficing8.^—»*IJo,baniftithaterrour from your: . ^ 

mind/ faid I, interrupting her, ^ and, on the con-* \ 

trary, be p^rfuaded, that my admiration of Charlc- ] 

magne is fo great, only becaufe he is totally di^erent 
from what kmgs commonly are. 1 know as well aa ' 
you, that kings, in general only confider themfeives 
great and powerful, m proportion as they are. abfo-< , 

hitc, that is to fay, defpotic. Charlemagne received 
his crown with an authority which knew no E^ounds, 
and he had fufficient genius and greatnefs of mind to 
be aware, that arbitrary power is a& brittle aa unlawi* 
ful ; he would reign only by the laws ; it was hecef-^ 
fary to make laws, for th^re A;<fere none in exiftience ; ' 

he alone, in all bis vafi domains, was able to perform 
that grand work : but in devoting himfelf to that taik^ 
he appropriated to himfelf all the toil, andgavethegloiy 
to the nation. He called forth deputies from .every 
province: the people, hitherto debafed> and whom 
iuflr^ge no king had ever deigned to demand, Ivere 
invited by him to fend their reprefentativjcs likewife. 
Charlemagne, thus encircled by his fubjefts, aiked their \ 

advice, propofed laws, difcufTed thofe laws with them, ' 

and afterwards withdrew himfelf from tlie affemblyi 
in order to leave them at full liberty to modify, rejeA 
or approye the code ; and when the laws had pafled ■> 

by a majority of voices", be caufed them to be pro^ 
mulgated in the name of the whole nadon as repre- < 

fented 
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fented by the deputies of all the orders of the ftate (^) : 
and this is the prince you name a tyrant ! *'— * Seig- 
nior, whatever you may fay,' retumedihe, < the people^ 
who ate governed by kmgs, are always flaves.'— 

• No,' replied I, * not when the throne is efta- 
blifhed upon the laws : as the people, in fine, form the 
mod numerous clafs of the ftate, the laws ought toI>c 
made, above all, for them ; the chief objc6l of legifla* 
tion fliould fecure their welfare and profperity ; but, 
deprived of education and knowledge, they are not 
able to govern themfelves; they ftand in need of 
chiefs ; and what have the titles and names of thefe 
chiefs to do with th'eir happinefs ! provided a chief he 
not abfolute, or his power arbitrary, what fignifies 
his denomination ? The magifirate of a republic may 
become a tyrant, and the fovereign of a great empire 
mav prove the moft vjforthy of its citizens. — ^Biit, fair 
Orialia,' continued I, * let us return to a fubje<9: more 
interefting to you; let u» talk of Albion; and prav 
deign to inform me by what ftrange adventure yoii 
fell into the hands of the ruflSans, from which hi^ va- 
lour has refcued you.* — 'Seignior,' replied Ordalia^ 

* I am not acquainted with the name of my unwortliy 
ravifher ; all that I can tell you is, that, at one of our 
religious, folemnities, fome ftrangers got admittance 
into the temple v^here I was : I remarked him who 
appeared the mafter of the reft, becaufc/I was ftruck 
with the particular manner. io which he looked at 
me. Some days after, my father being from home» 
and myfelf alone With a few domeftics in a fSlitary 
habitation, I heard one evening the hoife of horfemen 
iQ the. wood; in a few minutes there was a gentle 

• Note (5), unnexed to the end of the volume, will juftify all 
thi$ praife by hiftoxica) fadls. However, ic 19 net the lefs true, 
that the Icon^ueft o£ Saxony is a ftaln .in . the lire of this great 
tnan ^ but Oliver /peaks here as he ought to fpeak t in the fi*con4 
volume a snore irop>artial pcribnage will gWe a truer judgment upoa 
thcM/ed. 

F 3 knocking 
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knocking at the door, and, having no doubt but that 
it was my father, the door was opened ; but what was 
my aftoniihment to fee four unknown perfons rufh into 
the room, armed at all points, who forced me away, 
jiotwithftanding my cries and my defpair; they led me 
along by-roads, and we travelled in great hafte, the 
ftranger, whom I had (ten in the temple, carrying me 
upon his horfe behind him. As foon as morning ap- 
peared, he lifted up the vifdr of his helmet, and 
fliowed me his odious face. We had been upon the 
tcJad more than fifteen hours without (lopping, when, 
looking around me, I perceived a man on horfeback at 
a diftance,* and began to cry out; at the fame inftant 
the horfeman came, full gallop, up to us, an4 I in- 
ftantly i-ecognfzed the valiant Albion ! He challenged 
the unknown perfon who held me^; the challenge was 
accepted : I was laid at the foot of a tree, and my 
Ibafe raviflier calling his three dcmeftics, they fell -all 
together upon Albion. — ^^At fhe fight of this my ftrengtli 
began to fail, yet I retained fufficient prefence of mind 
to be aware oi all the horrour of my fitaation^ I per- 
ceived it was irapoflible for me to eicape by flight, for 
an univerfal trembling deprived me of the ufe of my 
limbs ; I confidered the lofs of Albion as inevitable ; 
and rather than fall, again into the hands of the vileft 
of wretches, I determined to put an end to tny exift- 
ence. I had, according to the cuftom of my country; 
a dagger concealed under my girdle, of wnich I had 
riot been able to make any ufe, as the ruffians had 
tied my hands ; but as I was taken down from the 
horfe, the knot became untied, without being at all 
pefceived in that moment of confufion and terrour; 
Thus finding myfelf at my own difpofal, I drew my 
. poniard, and ftabbed myfelf ; my eyes clofed, and I 
imagined they would never open again.— You know 
the reft, feignicr.' — * I cannot conceive,' replied I; 
* how Albion could have left you, without aiking, the 
paiticulajs of youf difafter, a^nd making fome ifiquiry 

refpeaing 
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rcfpe6iing your raviiOxer/ — * You are ever talking to 
m& of Albion,' anfweredvOrdalia; « I perceive your 
errour, and will explain that point. Before our fatal 
diffenCons, my family was^intimately united with that 
of Witikind ; I was brought up with his daughter.— 
pardon me, feignior, for a tear which this dear re- 
membrance flill forces me to ihed.* — ^Here Ordalia 
faufed. Thou mayeft judge of the emotion thefe few 
words occasioned me ! and with what intereft I waited 
for the fequel ! Ordalia refumed her flory ^ * From 
your converfation,' faid flae, < it feems you are ac- 
quainted with Witikind ; but have you ever fecnGela- 
nirar* This name made me ftart from the bottom of 
my foul, and I was greatly confufed at fo plain a 
queftion; neverthelefs I replied, that Celanira was un- 
known to me, hoping then that Ordalia would enter . 
fcirther into particulars refpe6tin§ her; I was not de- 
ceived, for {l\e defcribed her with all the warmth of 
tender and elevated friendfliip; in fpeaking of her, 
her tears ftill continued to flow ; I could not fee hec 
bccaufe fhe fat behind me, but her faultering voice 
fufEciently expreffed what flie felt: how touching 
feemed that voice to aie,v which thus fpoke of Cela- 
nira ! Ordalia, the tendereft friend of her I adored^ 
became quite another perfon in my eftimation ; Lfelt 
a'h inciination to fee her face, ag if it had. been un- 
known to me'; and had not mioe been. bathed in te^rs, 
I fliould have turned my head round to look at her.— 
Ordalia continued her difcourfe: ^ Such,' faid flie, 
* is the friend I have loft ; I loved her beyond 
every thing.— ^I . exulted in the glory ©f Witikind^ 
becaufe he was lier father ! Albion was dear to me, . 
hecaufe he was to be her hufbancS—— And now "are 

we torn afunder for ever. All, feignior, if you - 

knew how dreadful it was to part from the objedi of 
ourdeareft aftediion, how greatly would you pity 
me !'— * O dear and tender Ordalia^' aied I, ' who 

can 
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can lament your fitualion better dianmyfelf !'-»—* 
As I was uttering thefe words, wc perceived, a party 
'of armed men, who approached us : Oi^lia, who^ 
mind was yet difturbed by <he remembrance of what 
flie had undergone, at fir ft appearal to be fomewhat 
alarmed ; but Hie foon perceived that this troop was 
compofed of her own countrymen. When we came 
near them we flopped ; and thefe warriors exprefled 
the greateft delight at feeing her ; they took, upon 
themfelves to ^efcort her home ; wc bade an ~affec- 
tionate adieu to each other ; I delivered her into 
their hands ^ they took a 'different way from 
mine ; I foon loft fight of them, and continued 
my route. I offered up. the moft fincere vows to 
heaven for the welfare of the charming Ordalia, who, 
notwiihftanding her prejudices, and the fpirit of' 
party, remained ftill true to friendfliip ! Her laft 
declarations had undeceived me, refpe^ing the idea 
I entertained of Albion's affeftion for her; I was 
much affli£^ed at this, for it deftroyed an iilufion to 
which I had given myfelf up with pleafure, and the 
deftruSion of which deprived me of every hope.''— • 
On finifhing thefe words Oliver arofe, as he per- 
ceived* Zemni approaching, who came to inform 
bim his borfes were ready. As the knights intended 
to travel very far in the courfe of the day, tfecy in- 
' fiantly mounted their Aeeds and departed. 
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CHArt"ER XIV. 

/ 

ABSENCE JNJD THE SECRET. 

•Un des plus graads mauz de Pabfence, et le feul tu^ueL U nifoii 
ne peut rieo, c*eft l*inquietttde fur Tetat aQuel de ce qu*on aime. Sa 
fantei fa vio^ fon repos. Ton amour,^ tout cchappe a qui craint de tout 
f erdre j en n*^eft pas plus fflr du pr^fent que de J^avenir, et tous let acct- 
dens polTibles fe rcalifent fans cefle dans l^efprit d*un amant qui lea 
iedoute..««. O abfen^ ! 6 tourment! 6 bizarre et funefte ^cat 
J ot^ Ton ne peut joulr que du moment pafle et o^ le prefent n*eft point 
^Acorel 

NoavtHeH^oife de J. J* KovttEAW, 

Spefib in poveri Alberghi e iH fiicfkH tttd 
Nelle calamitadi^ e net difagi 
Meglio 8*aggiungon d*amicicia i pelta 
Xlhe fra richexze inVidiofe ed agi 
Deile piene d*infidle e di (ofpetxi 
Corti regail e fplendidi paiagi 
Ove la caritadc c in tutto e^nta 
N«iiTod«aaiicimieMDfiott* ^ 

. ' ' OfttAW^o Ftfftidto» 

THE KnF^lis of the Swan arrived before the dofc 
of day at a fmall town, where they flcpt. On the 
npxt morning, according to cuftom, they purfiied their 
journey j but after an hour's ride, they feltthemfelvca 
oppreiTed with the heat, which began to be exce£$Ye» 
apd arriving at a charming fpot, mey determined to 
ftop there. Thfey were upon the T>ankg of a noNe 
lake, furrounded with mountains, the majeftic h€ight$* 
of which w^re covered with pnes ; the lake, which 
vvas. of great extent, was narrow here, and appeared 
to be dwided into two. parts by a fmall ifle, ihaded 
' . 1t with 
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with poplars, which arofe full in the view of the 
knights, and completed the beauty of the landfcape. 
This ifland they conjectured was inhabited by fifher- 
men, for they defcriedfome nets on the banks, and a 
fmall boat. The iky was dark and clouded, and it 
bega.n already to lighten, yet was not the flighted 
breath of wind to be felt ; the air was fultry and ftill, 
the leaves on the trees were motionlefs, and on the face 
of the water was eichibited the apparent undulation of 
the clouds as they changed their forms and were re- 
flefted from the expanlive mirrour. Ifambard and his 
friend fat down upon arOck which overhung the lake, 
juft facing the little ifle, and Oliver thus continued his 
ftory. * 

" On the evening of the day on which I parted 
from Ordalia, I met my fquire at a fmall diftance from 
the fpot where I propbfed to refide. Alarmed at not i 

feeing me arrive, he returned back in queft of me ; and i 

from him I learnt, that the habitation of Witikind ^ 

had been deftroyed by. the infurgents, and that his 
gardens were converted to public walks. . My fquire ., t 

added, that he had fecurcd me a lodging >in a Imall 
houfe hard by the former abode of Witikind. As he 
finiflied relating thefe particulars, we^fouad ourfelves 
at the eatraiv:e, of a wood. * Wc cannot proceed on | 

horfeback,' faid my fquire, * this plantation is what j 

the people of the country call a faered grove ; and is ' 

allowed to be trodden only by the foot ofman,-*— But,* 
continued he, * your houfe jies. at t&c bottoixi of this i 

stvenue.' At thefe words I alighted, and giving my' 
horfe -to my fquire, who took another way, I entered 
al6nie into the wood. This faered fpot exhibited a fin^* 
g^lar- appearance, and quite novel to me f alraofl every; 
tree was hung with votive offerings aipd inferiptions ; ^ 

here the fupple branches of a poplar bent under the 
weight of garlands of flowers ; there, on the top of a 
fycatnore, appeared a trophy of arms ; farther on, a 
vidorious ftandard, or One takfen from the enemy, faf- < 

teaed 
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tened to the branches of a fpreading laurel tree, was 
feen floating in the wind. Often at the foot of aii 
oak or linden tree, which were thick fet with pikes> 
lances, and javelins, was found an odorous (lirub, de- 
corated with fairer oflFerings ; a rofe-trefe, upon which 
hung a flight baflcet filled with fruit, or a wreath com- 
pofed of wild flowers : above all, I remarked at the 
foot of a lofty pine, which was ornamented with qui- 
vers and inftruments of mufic, two young myrtles, 
upon one of which was tyed a flute, and upon the 
other a turtle's neft, ingenioufly interwoven with lillies 
and rofes (6). ' Several perfons were walking in the 
wood : it was eafy to perceive that I was a ftranger, 
and two or three men drawing near me, we entered 
into converfation. They informed me, that the greater 
partofthefe trees were confecrated to fucli deities as 
were the objeftof their religious wor(hip, and that the 
refl: were confecrated to the glory of thofe citizens, ei- 
ther dead or living, whofe virtues and exploits had me- 
rited that honour. While one of thefe men was giv- 
ing me this explanation, we came up to two trees 
which were newly cut down, and the Saxon, continue 
ing his difcourfe faid ; * You fee, thcfe two trunks ; 
they were fome months ago two majeftic elmis, Ihe 
lofty heads of which overlooked alt the other trees of 
the grove ; a garland of laurels united them together i 
you would have admired the . ornaments with whi^h 
they were decorated • the cuiraflTes; the (liields, the 
ftandards, which were the glbridus' fpoils" we ha4 
taken from the French !^-*Th6fe two 'trees /ivfere con^ 
fecrated to Witikind and his lieutenant.— Caft your 
eyes on that fide,." continiied he, * that large fpace 
yi)u fee there, which is feparated from this groye by q, 
hedge only, was the garden* of Witikind, it now be- 
longs to the public* ; Here I broke up this converfa-: 
tion, and betaking myfelf again 'to my W4y> the Sa^x- 
pns left me. I quitted the wood, aild repaired tO' niy 
new abode. On the morrow; at orestk of daV: I \vilk- 
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cd to the garden of Witikirid, flattering myfclf, that 
^jt fuch an early hour I (hould be there alone, and al- 
lowed to meditate at liberty. Not a fingle perfon, in- 
deed, did I find there. I experienced great emotion as 
I entered this (pot, over which Celanira had fo often 
wandered. I rtielted into tendemefs at the fight of 
every objeA that furrounded me ! the fhrubs, the flow- 
ers — which flie perhaps had planted and cultivated/! I 
faw her every where, and I imagined I had found, and 
Was following thp traces of her ueps. . * Here has (he 
pafled,' faid 1 ; * on this bank has {he fittien ; under 
this (hrub has (he repofed herfelf! Alas ! her days 
were then blefled with tranquillity ? the fentimcnts of 
nature, and tender and peaceful trienddiip, then fuf- 
ficed for her happinefs I — Here rankling difquietude, 
bitter- regret^ and the conflif^s of an impetuous paffion, 
never difturbed her foul. — She did not know' me.— 
Here was flie happy !— and now ! — (he is wretched ; 
{he is bemoaning, and I am the caufe of all (lie fuf* 
fers !*— J was thus deploring her fate and my own, 
when on a fudden I obferved, at the turning of a walk, 
a venerable old man, with whofe appearance I was 
greatly ftruck ; in one hand he carried a loiig vafe, 
and in the other a watering-pot. On perceiving ihc ' 
he ftarted with furprife, and his countenance, I re- 
marked, was expreflive of fome degree of terrour. 
Hewas going to retire, when accofting him, I inquir- 
ed whence arofe the dread which my prefence had 
feemed t€^ occafion ? He difcovered by my accent that 
I was a ftjanger, and this appeared to remove his fears. 
« I am come,' faid he, * tocultivate this garden; our 
new mafters have given me |ycnniffiion ; they have 
cdhtioued me in the^ occupation I have followed for 
fixty years !' — * How, for fixty years I refpeftable 
oTd man,' faid I, haftily interrupting him, * you were 
then here when this nianfion belonged to Witikind ?'* 
At this queftion I obferved die old man's eyes to over- • 
run with tears; be reipaixied a moment in filence, and 

then 
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then refuming his words, < Wkikind !' faid he, * I 
remember him born I I waahis father's gardener, .and 
I was his ! thefe feeble arras have often carried that 
n^ighty warrior during his childhood !^— And his 
daughter !--*how often has fhe flept in her infancy 
upon my knee !'-^* O father !' cried I, throwing my- 
felf upon the old man's nejck ; more I was unable to 
utter : my voice was ftifled with weeping. The good 
gardener was extremely furprifed at thefe tranfports ; 
he looked at me, aiked me queftions, and wept 
wirh me. Atleagth I told him, that I knew Witikiud, 
and equally loved and admired him. While I was 
thus fpeaking, joy. kindled up in the old man's conn* 
tenance ; he exhbrted>{ne, however, not to manifefl 
ientimentfi like thefe, as the country was full of Witi« 
kind's enemies. I was dciirous 01 aiking him more 

aueiUons, but he left me> faying, that ihould he at 
lis moment be furprifed by an innabi(antof the place^ 
he would rifle great danger. I could leara lythioff 
farther, but I was enchanted with this difcovery ; 1 
was delisted to have found a man who had feen Ce** 
lanir^ in her infancy, with whonx I might converfi) 
about her, and who could enter into the detail of what^r 
ever was intereAi^ to me. I waited the clofe of the 
day with im|>atieQce, hoping to fee the old man retura 
at eve to the garden ; there, indeed, I found him, but 
as feveral perfons were prefent, I remarked that th^ 
appr^he^fion of being obferyed laid him undjsri great 
conftraint. I a£ked him where he lived ; he i:eplied} 
'he inhabited a fmall cottage (ituate at the extremity of 
the garden, and that his name vi^s Topal. After this 
informatiom I went to his cottage the following morn- 
ing, about an hour after fun-rife ; he was juft re&irned 
from the garden, and appeared to fee me with pleafure* 
I began torequefthe would explain what kind of riik 
he would have run the preceding day, fiad we been 
difcovered together. * It was not,* replied he, * be- 
caufe I was with you, for h^id I been irfopei I fhouM 

have 
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have incurred the like danger, for I haj pafied tht 
hour in which 1 could be fafe from rifk in that fitua- 
tioii/ * In what iituation ? faid I, interrupting him, 
* I am quite unable to comprehend you.* * I believe 
fo,' returned he,, fmiling, * irisamyfteryl muft not 
difclofetQ you.* Thefe words excited my curiofity in 
the ftrongeft -manner, but Topal was unfhaken, and 
pofitively refufed to explaiii this enigma. In other re- 
fpeds he made frank replies to all my queilions ; ob- 
ferving, as he faid, that in reality I loved his mafter. I 
knew thatfuch as had been attached to Witikind were 
treated with extreme rigour, and inquired of TopaL 
how he had been able to efcape the common lot of 
others. * I am fourfcore years old,* replied he, * and 
there is nothing to feaf from a man who ftands upon 
the brink of the grave ; I faid that it depended entirely 
on myfelf to have quitted this canton at the news of 
the progrefs of the infurgents, that I could have dif- 
jpofed c^jny litde property to advantage, and all that 
was true ; but I was attached to this ^ot which I had 
cultivated for fo many years, and here I was defirous 
at laft to die. I have two gratid-children in the infur- 
^erit arrtiy; they have rendered great fervice to their 
country ; and out of regard to them, and my old age, 
I have been treated with humanity ; I am liill left in 
care of Witikind's garden, and in peaceable pofleflion 
of my cottage. But,* continued the old man, * there 
is no longer any happinefs for me ; I have feen the 
trees cut down which were confecrated to my benefac- 
tor. I have even feen thofe deftroyed, v^hich he him- 
felf had dedicated in his own garden to his friends and 
his relations, according to the cuftom of the country. I 
have feen his houfe demoliflied ! O what tears did I 
fliedat thedeftruftion ofthat hofpitable roof, under 
which the ftranger, the traveller, ^ and the poor, were 
equally welcomed !-^— In fine, 1 have the misfortune to 
mefct with hone but Witikind's enemies ; his glory and 
his jjraifes have refounded in my W for more than 
-•• - thirty 
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thirty years back; the whole country is covered with 
his trophies, and the monuments of his viftories ; and 
now I hear nothing but the voice of hatred and ca- 
lumny ;— and yet I am forced to be filent*.— r Ah ! I 
had rather a thoufand times live in the depth of a de- 
fert r'-^< Well, my good Topal,' faid^I, « and what 
hinders you from leaving your country ? do you want 

" the means or money ?— I will furnifli you with both. 

- Have you no xyne to accompany you, to aflift you in 
forming an ,eftablifhnient elfewhere ? 1 will conduft 

^ you, and undertake it all^aithftil fervant of Witi- 
Kind ! worthy friend of his family ! fpeak freely, and 
difpofc of me as you will. ' At thefc words the affedli- 
onate old man took me by the hand, and prefled it 
with great emotion : • O worthy youth !' faid he, 
' you afford me the firfl confolation I havie received for 
fix months paft I— but I cannot avail myfclf of yout 
offers, I mufl remain and die here.'—* And why r do 
you fear the fatigue of a journey ?*— < No ; I could 
yet mufter ftreneth enough to carry me away from the 
enemies of my benefadior.*— < You cannot then pre- 
vail upon yourfelf to leave the fpot which gave you 
birth ? * All my friends have difappeared from this 
quarter, the men who have driven them away are vi- 
olent and cruel ; they fpeak of liberty, but they a£k 
like tyrants. O ! truly, I fhould quit without paia 
the place I no longer know !'— * Why then will you 
remain here ?' — * To fulfil a facred duty.' — * What 
duty ?' — * Queflion me no farther, for I cannot make 
reply.* Thefe words raifed my curiofity to its high-* 
cfl pitch, and the more fo, as from the old man's af- 
fedlionate attachment to Witikind, I was convinced 
this myflerious duty related to his raafler. I flrove not 
to prevail on him toentrufl me with this incomprehen-- 

* This language does not Teem to fuit well with a gardener ) bj^ !t 
inuft be obferved, that Topal fpoke in lus own language, and that Oliver* 
in his recital to his friend, tranflating the difcourfe intQ Frcochj repdSu 
the fcniTe only, and not the cxpicilions. * ~ " ^ 
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fiblc fecrety for my firft attempt had too clearly, proved 
that all my intrearies 'would avail nothing. I changed 
the converfation, and began to talk of'Celanira, whofe 
name I had not before ventured to pronounce. I told 
him I knew her alfo ; and when he learned I had juft 
left her, he loaded me in his turn with queftions. How 
much more did the old man begin to intercft me, when 
I perceived the warm afFedlion he ftill prefei-ved fpr 
the daughter of his benefa£):or \ I aiked him if he had 
known her particularly. * It was.!,' anfwered he, 
• whom (he employed to find out the unfortunate ob- 
J«^ of the canton ; a thouiand times have I condudl- 
ed'her to the cottage of the needy : Ah I if you had 
feen how well fhc knew to fuccourandconfole the un- 
fortunate !— At firfl; fhe began to weep* with them, 
and would ilill weep/when (he had flopped their tears. 
«wOften has fhe come to my humljle fhed ; you fee 
how fine it is within ; it was fhe who was pleafed to 
ornament it ; thefe handfome rufh mats, thefe neat 
ofier bafkets, thefe libation vafes, all this furniture, in 
fine, were the gifts of Cdanira ; flie it was who por- 
tioned my grand daughters, and married them!—* 
'Wi^hen I fell fick, fhe herfelf brought me the herhst 
which her own hands had gathered and prepared for 
me !— She had a fmall garden to herfelf at the end of 
her father's ; there with her did I daily cultivate her 
plants and flowers/ — Here I interrupted Topal, to in- 
quire whether jhis garden of Celanira's were not an 
enclofure furrounded by high palifades, which I had 
taken notice of in my wajks. * 'Tis even that,* re- 
plied he.^—' O! mydearTopaV returned I, '^ con- 

Ouft me, I intreat yoti, into this inclofure I-' fincc 

it is fhut up, and belongs to you, I had rather walk 
there than in Witikind's garden, which is become, 
public* At thefe words, Topal fliook his head, look-, 
ing at me in a forrowful manner : * You diftrefs me,* 
faid he, for it is with great pain I refofe you what ap- 
pears fo reafonable J but it is not in my power to con- 

du<Sl 
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Topal ; I have already had but too much confidence 
in you ; for I ought never to have given you reafon 
to fufpeft, diat there were fecrets which it was my 
duty to keep inviolate ; if you difclofe even the little I 
have confeffed, you wouM ruin me!' ^ ' How, 
Topal,' faid I, < can you doubt my difcretion?'— — - 
* No,' replied he, but at leaft I ought to have made 
trial of it, before I wholly gave myfelf up to you.'— 
This anfwei" encouraged me to hope, that, in a little 
time, I fliould obtain the fecret I fo much languifhed 
to difcover ; I affured Topal, that I would no longer 
importune him with my queftions ; and I parted from 
him with my heart and mind equally full of all I had 
been hearing. Inxhis manner I pailed near a month, 
every day feeing the old man, and carrying him from 
time to time, fuch prcfcnts as feemed moft to meet his 
approbation. He appeared to be touched with my 
care and attention ; he was well perfuaded, too, that I 
entertained for Witikind the fentiments of a fon. In 
the mean while, 1 made no progrefs in his confidence, 
and whenever I hazarded a quefHon, he recalled me 
to my promife, and positively refufed to anfwer me.— - 
At length, being unable to bear this ftate of incertitude, 
as well as the excefs of my curiofity,\any longer, I 
was determined to obtain, by ftealth, the fecret Which 
was refiifed to bcintruftcd to me. What I moft wifh- 
ed for, was, to be able to get into the garden which 
had belonged to Celanira ; I knew that the old man 
went thither every morning, at break of day, and that 
he alone was in poffeffion of the key. There was no- 
thibg remarkable in this, as it- had been the cuftora, 
even in the time of Celanira, for no one to enter the 
garden befid6 Topal and his young miftrefs. At mid- 
night I approached t^ie'palifading, the height of which 
I had fo oTten meaTured with my eye. Befide the gate, 

was 
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was a thick laurel buih, behind which I concealed 
myfelf, and there waited the arrival of Topal, with 
anxious impatience. Scarcely had the feeble rays of 
morning begun to chafe away the darknefs, when I 
heard the flow and heavy ftep of the good gardener. 
My uneafinefs was extreme ; and- 1 reproached my- 
felf before-hand, for what I was going to bring upoa 

this old man. ^He advanced flowly, and opened the 

door ; at the fame inftant I dole behind him» and we 
both entered together into the garden. He ftarted at 
feeing me, ana» in his fright, let fall a vafe full of 
wine, which he was carrying. * O young man!* 
cried he, * what ad): are you committing here ?'—— 
• Without doubt,* faid I, * it is blameable ; but, cruel 
Topal, you refufe to tiuft me with your fecrct ; here 
is mine ! 1 faved the life of Witikind and I adore his 

daughter t-in vain I adore her ; (he is unacquainted 

with my unhappy paffion — ^It was incumbent on me 
to fly from her«— -and I am only come into this countiy 
becaufeitwas her's-*- —lam convinced, that the myi* 
tery, which you hide, concerns fcither Celanira or her 
father,; judge,, then if it muft not intereft me! 
■ D unng this difcourfe the old man remained moti-^ 
onlefs, and (eemed to be ftruck with deep aftonifliment. 
As he continued to keep filence, I relumed the con- 
verfation. * I came into this garden,' faid I, 'only in 
hopes to foften you ; do not appreht^nd that I ihall 
proceed any farther a^inft TOur will : fpeak ! ; i f 
.you require it, I will mfl:antfy go out again !— — < Is 
it pofllible,' faid the old man at length, < that you are 
the generous warrior who faved my mafter's life ?'— 9 
^ Here,' replied I, taking ovit of my bofom my preci- 
ous fcarf, * do you know this fcarf, the work of Ce- 
lanira ? * O, it is enough ! exclaimed the old man, 

with tears of delight, * I know this fcarf was indeed 

given 1 recolledl: it well : i have feen my young 

miftrefsat work upon it, I faw. Witikind receive it at 
his daughter's hand I— -^Come,* cried he with tranf- 

poit, 
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port, * follow me, and I will likewife recompcnfe you/ 
On finifliing thefe words, he drew me along ; joy gave 
him new vigour ; we pafied down a covered walk} with 

'^ hafty fteps, at the end of which he made a fudden ftop. 
< Behold,' fatdhe, ^ behold this tree, which wasconfe- 

' crated by Celanira !'-r-I then (aw a fervjce-tree, of pro- 
digious height, and covered with clufters of bright pur- 
ple fruit, which gave luftre to the deep verdure gf its 
foliage. I approached the tree -, I difcoyered, upon one 
of its branches, a golden chain, and a long trefs of fair 

hair ! ^'O generous yduth^' cried the old man, with 

broken voice,* caft yotir eyes upon that iufcription !* 

■ W hat became of me, Ifambard, when I reacj 

thefe words, traced by the hand, of Celanira: To THE 

DELIVERER OF MY FATHER !— r 1 fell UpOH my 

knees, and lifted up my hands towards this refpedlable 
monument of filial piety and love! My heart, which 
w^s penetrated with admiration and gratitude, was at 
the fame time broken with ibrrow 5 the deep and ex- 
cruciating fentiment of an irreparable lofs robbed me of 
all the delight of fo touching a difcovery ! ■ I .could 

not, however, tear my fe If from this loved tree, which I 
held in clofe embrace ; but the fears of Topal not per* 
mitting him to remain longer on the fpot, I was obliged 
to yield to his intreaties, and go out with him. We 
returned to his houfe ; and there the good old man en- 
tered into an explanation of his whole condu(5t. He in* 
formed me, that Celanira had confeqrated this tree on 
the return of her father, who was fuppofed to have been 
killed or taken prifoner. 'Celanira,* continued he, * was 
defirous, I know not why, that this ad fhouid be kept 

private.* < I always fufpefted,' added the old man, 

* that (he was apprehenfive of the jealoufy of Albion; 
for fhe had never done any thing like this for him. — 
Whatever her reafons might have been, I was folely 
trufted with the fecret. Her own garden had never 
' been much frequented; but, in order the better to con- 
ceal her proceedings, (he gave it to me ; and from that 

moment 
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moment fhe ceaied entirely to widk In the garden, and 
1/ for my part, always taking care to bring away the 
key, no one came any more, and the little enclofure was 
in a (hort time forgotten. It was at night, by the 
jight of the ^moon, that (he confecrat^d her tree, and in 
the early part of the fummei:; I alone was Witnefs to 
this religious ceremony. After having, according to 
c:uftom, invoked with a loud voice the tutelary deities 
of the woods and orchards^ (he turned towards the ea((, 
and made a fecrct prayer This prayer was long ; 

the moon 0K)ne bright, and illumined her face; and I 
remarked that fhe wep t On a fudden the fky 

grew dark> and it began to thunder — Celanira drew 
near me, and I prefented her with the vafes which con* 
tained the facred libations s flie poured milk and wine 
upon the foot of the tree ; then, joining her hands to- 
gedier, " O thou," faid flie, « of whom I know but 
the foul and the generous condufl; thou who, per* 
chance, art unacquainted eyen^ with the exiftence of 
Celanira; thou magnanimous" warrior, my lips can ne- 
ver be able to exprefs what I feel — but at leaft they 
fhall blefs thee every day B y thy virtue like the 

Immortal gods, and like them unknown, fhalt thou be- 
come the objcli of my fecret worlhipi — Mayeft thou 
enjoy a happy deftiny ; and, if thy heart be already en- 
gaged, may thy tender vows prevail ! " ■ During 
this difcourfe, the darknefs increafed to fuch a degree, 
that I could only fee Celanira by the gldams of light- 
ning. When fhe had done fpeaking (he carved the 
infcription upon the trunk of the tree; after this, (he 
took the chain (he wore round her neck ; and, faftening 
it to one of the treffes of her hair, which (he cut offj 
(he tied this offering upon a leafy branchy vAt this mo- 
ment the florm increafed its fury, and the lightning 
dartpd through the fky ; the garden appeared all in a 
blaze ;. Celanira, feized with dread, fell into my arms : 
— « O Topal,!" cried fhe, « what finitter prefages!" 

This was the end of the tempeft ; the clouds 
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fliortly were difpelledjthe fky became ferene, and I con* 
dti£ted Celanira to the door of the manfion. Never, 
fince th^t day, did Celanira fail to repair, at fuh.rife,to 
the garden, to water the confecrated tree (7). At 
length, her father calling her to France, flie was ob- 
liged to leave the country. The very day of her de- 
parture, we went together to the little garden, ac- 
cording to cuftom ; (he viras much afFeSed, and I wept. 
After having performed the accuftomed libation, (he 
remained ftanding motionlefs behind the tree, looking 
at it ftedfaftly; and after along filence, " farewcl,. 
Topal," faidme — her weeping choaked her utterance J \ 

But, approaching me on a fudden, " I know thy 
attachment," (he added, « and thy fidelity, this tree Ts 
dear to me ; and it is virith forrow that I muft leave it ; j 
fwear never to quit thy cottage, and daily to perform' 
in my ftead this religious duty r '— I fwore to undertake 
it (and with us oaths arefaCred and inviolable.) I pro- 
mifed her, I would die here, and that, to iny lateft breath, 
I would cultivate the tree; that, when Tfelt my iend 
approaching, I would take ofF the votive gift, and con- 
ceal it in a cafket, to be fent tcs her after my death. 
She appeared to be fatisfied^.fhe embraced me, and 
forced me to accept a purfe full of ^old, fuch was our 
farewell !'— — « You now fee,' continued the old man, 
* why I was fearful of being furprifed in this garden, 
and why I always went thither fo early j I fliould be- 
undone, were it known that I had prelerved from, the 
Hatred of Witikind's enemies a tree confecrated by his * 
daughter ! When the infurgents took poffeflion of this ' 
place, as an old fervantof Witikind, I had every thing 
to dread from their fury : I could have faved myfelf by 
flight; but Iw^s bound by my oath, and remained on 
the fpot. I took down Celanira's confecrated oiFering 
from the tree, and hid it under ground. I covered the 
inscription over with mofs, and remained quiet in my 
cottage. The infurgents arrived; fortunately for me, 
Imy grandfons were among them, and they procured me 
Vol,. I. G gentle 
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gentle :treatraent; I was aflccd, however^ for the key 
; of the lUtle garden,, in order to examine if it contained 
* any confecrated trees (for, as I have already fald, the in* 
fiirgents deftroyed aJl they could find j) the garden was 
looked over, and nothing fu!picious appearing therein, 
tKe key was reftored to me ; and, fince that time, no-one 
has ever afked me to enter the jgate. I was alarmed at 
feeing you the fir ft time, becaufe I was carrying, be^- 
fide my watering-pot, a vafe of libations j and a native 
of the country would have been aware, that fuch vafes 
are employed.ooly in the confecration of trees/ — — 
Tjhou mayeft judge, Ifambard, of theefFeft this narra- 
tion had upon my mind ! 1 did not conceal from 

TopaJ, that, having feen Celanira's tree but for an in- 
ftant, I had a ftrong defire to revifit it j and I intreated 
him to allow me to pafs the following night in the gar-. 
d6n, and to fliut me in that very evening. I promifed him 
to come out on the morrow, as foori as he came to fetch 
me away -, and I added, that I would never repeat this 
requeft. At fii'ft Topal made feme difficulties; but I 
at length obtained his confent. Three hours after fun- 
fet, I repaired to the old man, and he conduced me.in*- 
to the garden : and, as we had j^greed upon it, he locked 
me in, and carried away the key. It was now theclofe 
of autumn; the weather was cool, but fcrene ; the 
twinkling. of the ftars, the clear light of the moon, the 
xleep ftillnefs which furrounded me, the perfume of the 
flowers, the (hades of night, and the myftery of the 
fcene; all concurred in renewing a remembrance at 
once delicious and heart-rending ! — ^The dear ideas on 
which my imagination dwelt, operated on my fenfes on- 
ly; intoxicated, difmayed, they ferved only to render me 
the more unfortunate. In the midft of thefweeteft and 
warmeft fenfations,^ a dreadful weight of oppreffidn 
hung upon my foul; ; I only dcfcried the image of hap- 
pincfs, to become the more fenfible of its lofs ; and the 
irrefiftible inchantment of the illufionF, which furround- 
ed me, ferved only to embitter and deepen the regret ' 

of 
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of hopelefs love. This diforder of my mind was fuch, 
that I went round the garden feveral times before I could 
difcover the confecrated tree ; at laft I perceived it ; I 

ftarted, and ftood ftill 1 know not what confufed 

idea made me fearful of approaching it ! I had a vague 
con(cioufnefs of all I was going to fufFer; 1 dreaded my 
own fclf ; however I advanced with inexprefSble emo- 
tion ; I could hear the flight noife of the chain fufpend- 
ed upon the branches, and gently agitated by the wind ; 
this feeble found penetrated to the bottom of my heart ? 
—1 could perceive the long trefs of hair ! 1 ap- 
proached; I fell upon my Icnees at the foot of the tree j 
and, as I was doing this, the hair, which floated up and 
dowm wafted itfelf againft my face!— O I fuperftition 
of lo^e !— This Ample cfieft of hazard, was, in my cf- 
timation, a prodigy; it feemed as if a fupernatural power 
animated this hair, and that fympathy had imparted to it 
life and fentiment !— -I feized it with fuch tremulation, 
and violent palpitation of heait, that I was ready to 
faint away; I wetted it with my tears; and in this 
condition I remained a condderable while, deprived of 
the power of thought and refleftion, half dead, yet 
deeply penetrated ; alive only to love, and having re- 
tained but two diftindl ideas only, that of unfurmounta- 
ble afFedlion, and eternal abfence. At laft, recovering 
a little my reafon and my fenfes, I gazed on the tree 
with eyes full of tears : ' O Celanira ! cried I, * it was 
her6— it was at night— it was at this very hour, that 
you confecrated this tree ! This golden cham was taken 
from your neck ; this trefs of hair was your's ; your 
hand it was, which hung up the precious oflFering !— 
Here it was, that filial piety and gratitude opened your 
heart to love ! — here you invoked heaven in my be- 
half, here flowed your tears, it was forme they^vere 
Ihcd ; you called to me in vain ; your voice, your vows> 
and your regret, were all loft 'in air ! ■ . And I, 
what was I then doing ? O diftradling, infupportable 
thought !-^you loved me, and I was infenfible to your 
G 2 affcaionl 
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afFe£Hon ! Here were you folely occupied con- 

cerning nie, and I was unacquainted with .your exif- 
tence; and my unfettled defires led me towards another 
objedl — Ah, truly, never did I lovd before 1 beheld 
youi — but I had profaned the name of love! I ima- 
gined I was fpeaking its language, and I had never feefi 

you ! O ! my Celanira ! in ^ite of all which fepa- 

rajtes us — in fpite of the hatred and fanguinary divifions 
of our jarring nations, fate has determined to'unitc two 
hearts which were formed for each other, fate has again, 
joined nis; our fouls have met, and blended together for 
ever • and it is in vain that thou haft baniflied me, and 
that 1 was able to obey ! — - — Were it but poflible at 
leaft to hope, that time and abfence would rcftoro my 

peace of mincJ ! But thou, who confecratedft this 

tree, thou, who wert capable of fuch exalted fentiments 
for an unknown objeft, canft thou forget that night 
which ftole away fo rapidly, that night which thou 
canft recolle<9: without remorfe, that night in which thy 

love obtained from mine every kind of facrifice ! ^No, 

the remembrance will follow thee every where ; of thee 
I ought to judge by myfclf, no, there wilt thou languifli 

under unavailing regret At prefent, at this hour, 

confecrated t9 repofe, where art thou ? — Ah, too well 
am 1 aflured, that, far from taftiug the fweets of peace- 
ful fleep, thou art awake to pain ! 1 hear thee; thou an- 
fwereft ! thou weepeft, thou bemoaneft thyfelf, thou 
calleft upon me without hope ! — And the fatal (haft 
which pierces my heart, tears likewife thine !■ ' 
The pains I endure, the dreadful torment which increafes 
every inftant, thou likewrfe doft experience.' This 
diftreiling idea ftruck me fo forcibly, thatit foon drove 
, me to defpair. 1 arofe, and wandered about the gar- 
den, like a n^an deprived, of his fenfes; my diftradlion 
ftill growing more violent, I figured to myfelf Celanira 
dying, calling for me in vain, and complaining of my fa- 
tal obedience To this horrible jmage was joined the 

intolerable refledion of the diftance whicb parted us— 

- I refolved 
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I refplved to return to France, anJ fet off without de- 
lay, the inftant that Topal fhould come to open thp 
door. At other moments, taking the phantoms of my 
troubled imagination for real prefentiments— * it is now 
too late,' cried I — ^ Yes! the condition I am in, the 
fupernatural dread I feel, announce theiaft of evils V-^^ 
Then did my grpans ftifle ;ny voice ; I melditated upon 
athoufand yainproje£b; and in this dreadful fta^t^-of 
delirium flid I pafs great part of the nighty att laft, 
falling into a kind of lethargy^ } fat down at the foot of 
the tree ; there my tears began to flow afrefh, but 
without violence I and, being quite overwhelmed and 
enfeebled, I had no ^longer thq faculty of thinking in 
adiftindl manner j my exhaufted imagmation exhibited 
nothing but vague, or, as it were, effaced images; 
while tenderncfs rendering my foul fufceptible of the 
fofteft impreffions, melancholy ftole on by degrees, and 
took entire poffeffion of me — fituation lull of charms 
to the unfortunate in love— a deep reverie, in which 
grief confounds itfelf with a thoufand delicious fenfati- 
ons, and where we knsm act whether the tears we flied 
3.e called fprth by forf^Df or fentiment ! ■ 

'' As foon as day -break ap»peared, Topal came to 
roufe me from iny lethargy : and when he had fulfilled 
the duty which he had taken upon him, we went out 
together* The good gardener could not be prevailed 
upon to permit me ags^in to pafs the night in the gar- 
den i he reminded me of my promife npt to renew my 
folicitations, aod remained inexorable. This virtuous 
old man, full of good fenfe and uprightnefs, was, as his 
nation are in general, faithful to his engagements be- 
yond the power of temptation, and, by a confequence 
natural to that chai:a6ier, was inflexible in his refufal. 
He confented to admit me in the morning and even- 
ing into the little garden ; but only from time to time, 
and never on two days together. In thefe walks, my 
defires, which varied at the impulfe of imagination and 
paflion, were all on a fudden iued Qn an ohjeA which 

" engroffed 
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engrofled all my ideas; I fancied, that this precious 
ofrering, thefe locks of Cclanira's hair, belonged tollies 
they had been confecrated to me, and I was beloved ! 
What rights could be more incohteftable ?— -But how 
■was 1 to prevail on Topalto confer on me fuch a boon ? I 
had entrufted him with the fecret of my heart ; but I 
^ would not reveal Celanira's. Inmehebeheldtheddiverer 
of Witikind ; but his natural good fenCe ("and hepoflefled 
much) would convince him, that filial piety had confe- 
crated the lock of h^, and that love alone could give 
it away. . In the mean while, I ftrove to lead him to 
comply with what I wifhed for with fo much' ardour; 
and 1 had recourfe toall theaddrefs of which I was maf- 
*ter. I talked with him continually of Celaifjira;thts 
•converfation pleafed him j and I remarked even that he 
approved of the paffion I entertained for her, and loved 
me the more on that account. ^ This di<J>ofitionI con- 
fidered a happy omen : ^nid, after much preparation, I 
ventured to make my requeft. He beard me with eadm 
and fevere looks ;^nd when I had done fpeaking, 
* No,' faid'he, ' I made a» feath-to guafd thefe offer- 
ings ; I have rifked my life; %i4 llill expofe it to dan« 
ge?, in order to preferve them : I ought not to deliver 
them, nor will I, but to Celanira her{df. You muft 
be fcnfible,* continued he, ' that 1 fhould be doubly 
criminal to allow him to take them, who cherifhes a 
paffion for Celanira, which fhe cannot ihare, becaufe 
her faith is plighted to another; therefore, fpeak no 
more to me of this ; you know that the religious depo- 
iit is dearer tome^han my life,^ndthat nothing in the 
univerfe can ever tempt me to violate the facred en- 
gagement which I have madei' This firm and poiitive - 
rcfufal leftnve without hope ; but I did not the lefsgive 
way to the ardent inclination I felt to poflefs, at any 
rate, what was fo ineflimable in my eyes,' and the only 
good to which hencelbrth I could afpire, I had fore- 
feenthe replyjof Tppal, and yet it vexed and difgufled 
me. I confidercd his fe verity as unjuft and cruel; buit 

I dilTembled, 
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I diffemblecl, and wholly turnecF ray thoughts upoh tfie 
means of wrcfting from him what he had refafed me in 
fc pitilcfs a manner. After much reflediion, I refolved 
to get over the palifades of the garden, during the 
night. The enterprife was neither without difficulty 
nor peril ; but I wa$ too headftrong uponthry occafion^ 
and no confiderations were able to check me. I pro- 
vided myfelfwitha rope-ladder, and repaired at mid- 
night tothe garden door: I threw up my ladder; eV-ery 
thing fucceeded ; I went on with more eafe that Ihan 
imagined; I flew to the confecrated tree, and with 
tranfport detached the lock of hair. At firft, my fuc- 
cefs gave inexpreffible delight : I immediately return- 
ed to the paliiade, which I fcaled with equaFgood for- 
tune; and^ without lofmg time, I returned to my boufe. 
There, though- the tranquil pofiefibr of what I had (q 
paffionately defired, I foon felt a ftidden change tdke 
place in my mind ; a painful fenfation, a vague difqcde- 
tude, damped all thy joy ; Topal was continually ptev 
fent to my imagiiiation; in vain I thafed the importu- 
nate recoUeftion of this old man ; I found it iriipoffibfe 
toridmyfelf of it. What would he fay when at fun- 
ttfehefhould finrf this revered tree, the ofateft of all his 
care, defpoiled of its moft precious ornament V How 
fliould I bear his reproaches, 'and, above al^ his for- 
row ? ShouW I determine upon concealing myfelf, fly^ 
iflg from the fpot, abandoning the xlear afylum' which I 
Mad chofen i — But how leiave the unhappy old manr, 
overwhelmed with grief ? — ^for I could not but be aware, 
l^at his fuperflition, and dcvotednefs to his oath, 
would throw him into the- deepeft defpair! — His age, 
Ws virtues, the confidence he had jilaced Fnnie, and his 
attachment to Celaiiira, are all fo many claims upon 
my heart— — andyetcpuldl wring hi^ foul with an- 
guiflif and force him to curfe - the man to whoni Cela- 

nira had confecrated her tree ! And Celanira her- 

felf^if ihe fhould know of 'this aftion^ would fhe ap- 
prove ot it ? could Ih^ even excufc it ? Thcfe refleft- 

ons 
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ons funk deep into my mind i I could not cof^celve why 
I had not been ftruck with th^m fponer; and they foon 
'determined me what part to tafe^ Two hour^^elbre 
day-light, I went out> and haftened: to Topal's cottage ; 
I kn6cked gently . at the door ; the'^^^ood old^ man was 
ilillafleep; but his maid, recollecting my voice, came 
and let me in. I took the lamp which fhe held in her 
hand) and, going into Topal^s room, found him in bed. 
Surprifed to (ee me at that hour, he afked me a thoufand 
qiieftions at once. I approached him, aijd,. bending 
pneknee on the ground, \ O refpeftable old man,' f/aid 
I> ^ pailions do not difturb the uniform courfe of thy 
bI^)Tieldrs and tranquil life; remorfe does not trouble 

thy flumbers thou fleepeft-p~-and I am awake 

^ach evening does thy heart congratulate thqe on the 
.cnniployment of a day cpnfecrated to virtue— and.mipe 
ilow upbraids itfeif with a bad afiion-T— I-amt come to 
make reparation-r-here,' continued I, prefentjng him 
the lock of hair, * here-rt—exciife youth, and p.ardon 
^love 1* At thefe words the old man remained p<5- 

Jtriiied with furprife: he looked ftedfalUy at the lock, 
and made no reply j but I perceived fome tears, which 
trickled down his cheek.— At laft, lifting his eyes on 
mcy « thoughtlefs young man,' faid he, ' know the ex- 
, ient of thy fault ! Had I found my fervicfe-tree def- 
poiled, and by thee too ! — this day would baye>een the 
laft of my life; and my blood, feed with my own hand 
at the foot of the tree, would have been my laft libati- 
on!' — Thefe words chilled me with fiich terror, that I 
uttered a lamentable cry. Topal, much afFedled, held 
out his arms-- I ruftied into his embrace, and wept; 
and there I received my pardon, and the benediftions 
qf this venerable old man." 

At this part of his na.rrative, Oliver ftopped, becaufe 
thenoife of the tempeft, which had juft begun to rife, 
fcarcely allowed him to be heard. The fky was cov^ered 
with clouds of deep red, jvhich, bejng refleSdd on the 
lake, gave it the frightful appearance of ^ iiver Of blood 5 
• , the 
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the' faltews, which rolled fo gently an hour before, 
•were now in the greateft agitation, and roared like 
the fea. To this dolefome noife was added the 

. howling of the winds, and loud claps of thunder, the 

, duration of which wa&prolonged by the echo of the fur- 
roiuidikig rocks J the lightning; which furro^ved the 

- fky, was .again repieated in the water, and exhibited 
•at. every inftaht the ajppearance of the thunder-bolt 
falling into the lake. — = -. ■ 'B ut a more interefting Ipec- 

: tacle now engroffed the attention of our two travellers, 
as we ftiall fee in the following chapter. 



CttAPtER XV. 
THE tHIPfFRECK. - 



O the pleafure of defcen^ing with eafe> innocence, and refignation? 

RicHAiiosoN's Pavula, 

How bIe!isM h he who leads a country life^ 
UnvexM wicb anxious caret, and void of ftrife ! 

Dry©ejc»- . 

. THE two brothers inarms, cafimg their eyes upon 
the little ifland which lay over-againft them, obferved 
thrcwgh the wilbws, which ftiadowed the cottage, the 
Sudden- appearance of women under great diftreft, 
foHowed by feveral children^ who were making loud 
lamentations. Thi^ little group advanced to the bank 
.of the lake, ftill loiokihgr towards the eaft, and the 
.Knights of the Swandefcned, that they wererobferving 
a boat which was on the point of being fwallowed up 
by the billows. At this moment Zemni came.running 
. < G 3 to 
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to Oliver, and tdid him, that wear the fliore, wWrc he 
had been waiting, a boat, containing two menj was in 
great danger.of finking. As the two Friends' were 
excellent i'wimnoers, they inflantly flew to their relief; 
they took ofF their arms, their cuirafles, and fhidAj, 
ana followed Zemrni, who condu£ted them tothepla<re 
from which he had cokffie. The two friends per- 
ceived the fmall ftiff ftruggling with the ftorm, in 
>vhich was an old man who feeraedtp be a tifhermaii, 
and a youth of the uaoft interefting countenance, and 
decorated with the marks of Tcnighthood. Olivo* cried 
out to him to throw his armour into the lake, but in 
the very inftant, a guft of wind overfet the boat, and 
the unKnown^knjglit, jaud hh conduftor, neither of 
whom could fwim, would have periflied, if the generous 
friends had not plunged into the lake with fuclr rapi- 
dity as to arrive to their;affiftance^at the very moment 
they were finking. Ifdmbard caught hold of the old 
man, and brought him quickly to fhore ; Oliver m 
the mean while was fuccouring the young one, and 

' had a more diflScult tafk, becaufe the weight of his 
armour dragged him down in fpite of every efFoxu 
Ifambard, who hgid committed the old naan to the care 
of the fquires, daflied a fecond time into the lake,, 
and affiftcd in faving the unknown koight, whom they 
at lafl brought happily to labd. In this . icrflaitt the 
xedoubled cries, which came from the fmafl iflaiid^ 

. drew the attention of the two friends, and they per- 
ceived die women and children u^h their knees, who 

>were holding out their arBi^, and- appeared to !fe 
thanking them with the' moft affcfting expreflipns jrf 
gratitude; Zemni informed thetn, that behaidftfen thfe 
gFoup in the fame attitude evei» fi nee the kiiJ^S haft 
plunged into the kike. The •oM boat-man hadreeoi- 
vered his fenfcs on reaching kM; biit thc' unknowa 
Icnight wasftillina fwoon ; in a flioi?t time he opened 
liis eyes, and foon became in a condition to exprefs a 
ienfe of his gratitude to his deliverers^ thic^ old man 

had 
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had Mrea^ teftified his own. The fauires opened their 
portmanteaus in order to furnifti the (trangers with linen 
and clothingj when they all fat down upon the graf^ 
to wait till the ftonn, which- now began to^ abate,., 
was quite over, and the unknown knight thus e»- 
preffed himfelfr " Seniors, I Thall ever Wefs the acci- 
dent which*ha« afforded me the happinefs of meet* 
ing two knight* ^ks generous a« they are celebrated 
i)y- their exploit? and faithful friena(hip. Life ha^ 
been long odious to me, but it. will become lefs bur- 
dehfomts-^on the recolleftionj* that^ou haw expofed 
yours to pr^ferveit * my name- is Giaffar; I am i 
fTHbje<ft of a German prince, the amiable and valiarit 
GEaoLD, count- of ' Bavaria ; nry-misfortimes and i 
facred duty oblige me; guided as I ant by -a flight de^ 
gree of hope, and a paffibn which occupiey-my whoF^ 
foul, to wander all over Europe; I am continually 
roving ; and having vifited this canton-I-was deiirous 
to crofs over to the little ifland; there^-did I find 
whatever virHic and hofpitality had to"^ beftow. I ar- 
rived on theMfle yefterday, and^id not intend to 
depaTE trfore to-merrow ; this morning th^' two fens? 
6f that refpediableold mail proposed an excurikrn^tcy 
a forefr at two leagues ^fhtnce j we all fet^^ff intwa 
boats, and after an hour^s Walk I left them in the? 
foTcft, and returned- alone with their father ; as wer 
drew near the ifland the ftorra overtook us." Here 
the boatmanV interrupting Giaffar, intreated the threer 
warriors to pafe the night in- his cottage. "-Myfons,"^ 
continued he, " will foon return ; add to the bencfitsr 
already received <hat of affording my whole fkmily 
the happinefs of feeing our deUverers,'*— — The 
Knights of the Swan comented^. and they could not 
help manifefting ih«ir aftonifhmenrat tfae>manneF ior 
which this boatman exprefled himfelf. As they a£ked 
him many queftionSy the old man refumihg the dif— 
courfe: ** My birth, faid he," "is fuitable to my* 
condition^ butit is.traejthat education aad foitune. 
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had placed me in tffituation fuperior to that in which 
I now find myfelf. I was born in the fertile plains of 
Aquitaine, and my fiamily were con/idered as the richeft 
farmers in the country. : My father was careful to give 
me an education, and I availed niyfelf of the in- 
ftruiftion he procured me, and in proportion to the 
progrefe I made in knowledge, I became the more 
^tt^hed to the condition in which Heaven had placed 
me ; for having it in my power to choofe anotluer, I 
ftill fixed my choice upon that. At thirty years old, 
being in poUeffion of nuinerous flocks, and a ricli in- 
Ijeritance^ I jiiarri^d the daughter of a farmer, and 
l^emained on my o^yn eftate ; I ga^e my fons the edu-* 
cation I had myfelf received, and they adopted my 
lentiments and manner, of thinking* As foon as they 
were of an age to be efiablifhcd, 1 inarried them, and 
we all lived together under the fame roof. In the 
fpidft of a virtuous ajid beloved family, I was tafting 
pe pureft felicity, when a f^tal revolution took place, 
. li not to deftroy, at lealj to difturb it, for a Ipng feafon. ' 
Our fovereign (the unfortunate ,Hunold, fince that 
time conquered by Charlemagne, and deprived of his 
dominions) exercifedanatbit^rary power * of which 
hU fubje£ls began to !grow weary : he was a defpot 
. through cuftom, and not difpofition ; he was. moral 
. and virtuous, but he was defieftive in knowledge, and 
fuflTered himfelf to be governed by others, changing 
frequently his mipiilers and counfcllors, and being al- 
ways led by them, he. embarked in various meafure* 
.which were the more dangerous, as they were totally 
void of connexion, and were often of a contradidtory 
nature. Theexhauftcd ft^te of his finances induced hiin 
to fummon an affembly of his fubje;Ms, to lay his wants 
before them, and make offerjs of reloi m ; he propofed 

• Hunold, duke of Aquitaine, was in faft ▼anquifhed by Chaf- 
lemagne J he loft his dominions^, and perlihcd by. the hands of hit 
lubjcfti, , V 

JSk B]P* dt QbarkmaiMe far Mr* Gajilaxd. 
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laws to them, but he demanded fuppK^s. A Sovereign 
iegiflator, the true image of the divinity, who appear.^ 
on earth to enlighten men, fliould ftand forth under 
the auguft guife of a difinterefted benefadlor j then will 
he be ne«u'd, and received with tranfport ; every thing 
will reform itfelf at his powerful voice: he has the 
fublime privilege of eftabliftiing order and peace, and 
of influencing public manners ; he commands virtue, 
and he is obeyed. Such was not the cafe of the un- 
fortunate Hunold ; his intentions were mifunderftood, 
and his motives mifreprefented : he offered to refign 
fome of his, prerogatives, and his people were foon 
intent upon depriving him of all of them, becaufe 
they afcribed his facrifices to' neceflity, and always 
f ufpe£led his fincerity. Fa6J:ions arofe, and he became 
their vi<£b*m ! But before that fcmguinary epoch, for 
ever to be deplored by the friends of humanity, thq 
good citizens (above all at the beginning of the re- 
volution) indulged the hope of feeing the eftablifli- 
ment of a better government; for my own part, ^ 
made the fmcereft vovys for the happinefs of the people, 
my country, and my fovereign ; but being a ftrang^r 
to affairs, as well as to fadlions, my attention was 
wholly engrofled by .my family, my children, and my. 
peaceful labours. Soon 1 obferved parties forming, 
and becoming irritated againfl each other ; ][ loved 
libeFty, and that brought upon me the averfion of the 
court partizans, but 1 wanted men to remain faldiful 
to their firft oaths, and the adverfe party was already 
meditating their violation j I tolerated wifhtjfi^ toy 
difficulty tlie diverfity of opinions, and at the fame 
time manifefted an unremitting averfion to iiitrigue, 
perfidy, ajid cruelty ; and fuch impartiality, wliich . 
was never belied by my adions, obtained me the 
hatred of all parties. The times of faftion arc like- 
wife thofe of injuftice and calumny ; of this I had 
experience : and I forefaw at length the evils which, 
were to overwheln^ my wretched nation. In the mean 

while,' 
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. while, Hiinold ftill continued to reign, and T took my 
refolution to leave the country : foon after my depar- 
ture I was profcribed, and aH my fortune confifcated ; 
then I retired with my family, who had followed me, 
to this little ifle, of wnich' we are the fole inhabitants ; 
thcne, in fweeteft union, far from peifecution and 
wickednefs, we only regret the lofs of riches-, inafmuch 
as it deprives us or the power of fuccouring the un- 
fortunate ; and every day ferves the more to convince 
us that friendlhip, peace, and virtue, conftitute the 
only real wealth.'^ As the old man left off fpeaking, 
he perceived a boat upon the lake, in* which he could 
defcry his two fons ; he made a fign to them to come to 
fhore on the fide where? he (lood ; they inftamtly ar- 
rived; and the reader may judge of the joy and 
emotiotis they experienced on bemg informed of the 
danger their father had incurred, and the beneficent 
zStion of the Knights of the Swan. As the tempeft' 
was now fubfided, they biegan to think oPcroffiug 
ONtT to tlie ifland ; there was a fingle boat only on-. 
this fide the lake, which would hold but thrcje perfons, 
and the knights infiftfed that the young men fliould 
firft rbw their father over ; our knights had -the fatis*- 
feftion to fee him- land upon the ifland, where his 
family, who were waiting- upon the fhore, receiv-r 
ed him with- transports of joy. The young men 
returning with two boats, ferried over tne knights r 
Ze^ni arid the fquires were difpatched to the place 
where GiafFar had left his fquire and horfes the day 
before. When the knights landed, they were fur- 
rounded' by the old manV interefting family; the 
young women expreffed their gratitude with^hat elo- 
quent effufion which the heart alone can infpire ; five 
handfome children, the eldeft of whom was not ten 
years old, prefled round the two friends ; the youngeft 
fciflcd" their hands, and; the others threw themfeives^ 
weepiuff into their arms ; one of them having clunjg 
round tJJiver'snedc, held him iaxiofe embrace, and the 
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'olAiiiah and his tWro fons, who w^ere batiied In tears, coii- 

' tfemplated this fped^acle, lifting up their hand^ towards 

Heaven, and calling down blcflings upon the generoqs 

knighfs. When the firft traniports of joy tvere abated, 

• Giaffar propofed a waUc, which was agreed to; they 
• waiKlered over the little ifland, in- which was a field, an 

' ' orchard, and a neat garden ; the houfe was fmall, but 

•commodious, andth« infidedifplayed an elegant fimpli- 
city: Supper was- ferved in a room hung with rufli 
matting, in tlieceiitre of which was a large taWecovered 
witb" excellent fifb, niHk- meats, vegetables, andfruits; 
the knights, together with the whole family, fet down to 
the table, except the two ddteft ehHdrenv who waired on 

• theguefts* (SiafFar placed hiinfclf bet ween Ifembardand 
Oliver, to the latter he b^canie ^kceediiigly interefl- 
fcg, and above qU, becaufe^he a^^peared to be funk in 
defep toelanchdly. Oliver had ebca mined the device of 
his fkidd, withia curiofity he had rai^ety exhibited fmdc 

^ ' his misfortunes, upon which was reprefented a foreign 

plant, growing upon the top of a mountain in the. 

midft OT yocks ; around this emblehi were read thcfc 

[, w6rds, to find her^ or diet OHvei^ did rtot venture tb 

requeft the explanation of tWs, but hcf propofed feu 

veral queftions tt) Gkffar, land afked ham wlSther he 

' intended to go on leaving the iftand. ' «• I am obliged,*' 

replied Giaffar^ ♦* tdfufpend my travels for fomedme, 

becaufe the orders of j GeroW^ my fovereign,' dail me 

to the DuChy oSF Cleves, ^heve i fliall remain;as long 

-as lie haso<>cafion for my. fervices/* OMver andJfum- 

batd; • who had heard a confvtfed report of ihiat enter- 

f^ife, btigged GiafFar to giipe them fome ^particulars 

#rfativ« to rfr, and Oiaffiir haftenud to fatjsfy their cu- 

ffefiiy ^: **< Yott-know,r 'feighiots, tti*^ Gerold was u> 

haiVe mat^lM 'Beatrice, the dttohcfs of Cfeves ; the 

, father -dfvthis^^pwncefs had ccmcerted this marriage on 

hi&dealih4>Qd, which, ac firft, was founded only on 

I policy.' 6«airieey the fole iieirefs^if her father'^ do- 

L jmbiioil^) it^pftiied'bisila^ will| Satifieii this treaty, and 

% ••. .i^ '*. received 
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received Ceroid at her court as her intended. hufb^d. 
This prince had never feen her before tliis period^ he 
knew^that (he was thehandfomeft princds in Euro^; 
but he found her fo much fuperiour to the defcription 
which had been given him» that, h^ conceived ;a 
paflion for hei:, of which till the prefent moment he 
did , not believe hirafelf fufceptible ; for he was unfor- v 
. tunately as Cfjlebr^jed for his cAprice. and inconftancy, 
as for his valour and the .graces pf his perfon and 
wit. Love, which he had never treated in a ferious 
maqn^r,. now avenged itfelf uppn him : tHis voting 
prince, who had fo often feignod fentiments which he 
never felt, fou^d Beatrice equi^lly cold and incredu- 
;lous. :The duchefs, Who was prejudiced againfl: him, 
heardrhim With indiiterei>ce ^ ind fatjsi&ed herfelf 
,witli replying, that, (fee fliouW prove jconftant to 
her engagementsy if ihe perfifted in the defire of 
marryingher ; but ihe ^dded, that dreading the natural 
levity of his difpofitiom^ of which he had already given < 

foch proof,. {h4. required him to abfent himfelf from 
her for ^ whole year,-4ind if, v^t the. expiraj:ion .of that 
time> he returr^ea with the fame fentiments, fli? would 
marry hin^^ without .further delay. Ceroid ftrongly 
oppofed thifi.refolutipn, but was obliged to fubmit; 
and he undertook a- jo(urney, to divert the diftradUon 
of his mind^ It j^ faid that abfencQ anddiftance ferved 
-only to inqreale his paffion ; he was inceffantlv dif- , 
patching co»rier after courier to the duchy of CleVes, 
he talk^ of nothing but of Beatrice, ana feemed oc- 
cupied^ by no other objeft ;' but> towards the. end of 
this proba^tionary year j be wasiuddenly. overwhelmed 
with the deepeft fotrpw, and j^rote tp the.duchife* that 
b&jceafed to claim her hand,, withoyt allegii^ the 
motives of fo fudden aod aftonifhiisg a change :• avid» 
what is ftiU more extraordinary, in a. fortnight after. 
Ceroid repaired to the court of Beatrice*, and threw 
iikxiiblf at her feet, with fill the demonftrations of the i 

fukereft pa&bn/ to imploie^eriprgiye&ffiK JSf^trk^ A 

received 71 
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received. him with, difdain,. told him he had caiiccllcd 
the engagement bimfelf, that (he was now free, and , 
renounced for ever their nuptials. When Gerold fiad 
loft ail hopes of making her relent, he gave a loofe. 
to the violence of his.difpofition ; and not being ablQ 
to pleafe her he loyed^ he refolved to ppffefs by force 
what he could nqt obtain by feduflion, and returned 
to his dominions to levy troops. In the mean while, 
.the neighbouring princes, hearing that the marriage 
. of Beatrice was broken, off, eagerly made tender of their 
homage andivows, which met with no better reception 
than Gerold's. Moft of thefe reiefled priiicc^ be- 
trayed a keen refentinent ^ and the liftlefs and ha^ughty 
Beatrice, difdaining and repulfing every fuitor, found 
herf^lf foon furrounded by dangerous and powerful 
enemies* During thefe tranfa£lions, Gerold arrived 
with a fmall a^tny ; his deilgn was to befiege the 
'duchels in her caftle, but the rival princes oppofed 
hinfi, and many combats tool^ place between thcm^ 
the duchefs then wrote to Gerold and the princip^ 
chieifs, to demand a ce0ation of arms for fix months, 
without engaging herfelf to marry any one of 
them at the expiration of the truce, but pro- 
mifing only to take that matter into confideratioHf 
and to give a definitive anfwer. This letter, which 
afforded a glimpfe of hope tp her lovers, produced 
the effefl: fke e^peded ; the truce was granted, and the 
troops were withdrawn ; but it was foon known, that 
the duchefs began to ftrengthen the fortifications of 
her caftle, aiid gave reception to a number of ftraneers 
there. A powerful league then was formed againft her, 
j)f which Gerold was the chief. He agreed with his 
*rivals, that, at the end of the time prefcribed, they 
ihould all march with their united armies into this 
duchy of Cleves ; that Beatrice flxould be fummoned 
to make choice of a huft)and among the coinfederat& 
princes ; that, in cafe of a refufal, me fliould be be- 
iieged in her own caftle i aad that, .when Beatrice 

fhould 
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/IiouU be'fubduedy (he (hould be forced to name a 
hufband, but that fhe fhmild'ftill be indulged with the 
liberty of choice : all the confederates fwore to refpeft 
that choice, on* whorafoever it might fiill, and to 
fubmit to it without murmuring. ~ Gerold»^ who wa3 
'diftinguifhed by fomany eriiinent advantages, flattered 
himfeff, that Beatrice, when reduced to that extiemity, 
would not hefitate between his rivals and himfefe 
The truce will be over in two months ; and* at the 
expiration of that time^ I muff repair, atthccalFof 
my prince, to the duchy of Clcvcs ; I (hall remain 
thereduring the fiege, and then refume my travels." 
^ *» What,, icignior P* faid Ifembard, " wffl you in- 
creafe the number of the enemies of this illuftrious 
priitecfs ?" — '* I muft allow,'* replied Giafl&r, ** that 
the enterj^fe of Gerold is unjuft; yet he had received 
the promife of Beatrice :•— and can a moment of errour 
difengage her from her word, which was fp folenwily 
given? The condudl of- Gerold was without ddubt 
' offenilve, bnt the caufev of it is unknown, and it is 
certain, that he had never ceafed to adore Beatrice ; he 
loves her to defperation ;— <ind love, m my eyes, will 
exciife greater ^ults than his : I am certain, that when 
Beatrice is vanquifhed and humiliated, iho' will en* 
tirely have him at herdifpofal, and that Gerold will 
glory iii leaving her the abfolute miftrefs- of her fate: 
he IS determined not to be rejeifted, but he lias fuffi- 
cient greatnefs of mind to make a facrifice of himfelf.'* 
This converfation was prplongcd-^tiU the inftant of 
.retiring to repofe ; the Knights of the Swan were-con- 
du6ted into a fmall chamber which had been prepared 
for them, andwhendiey were alone, Ifambard, per- 
ceiving his friend>elapnng into his ufual raefencholy 
condition, thus addreffed him — «^ Dear Oliver, we have 
pafled a day which furely has, in fome degree, fuf- 
poHded the fenfe of thy misfortunes' ; we have faved 
the lives of two men— and two interefting men ! a 
TWtuoiis family blefles us:— thou haft done a good 

aftion.'* 
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I . afiHoh.*'— —«■ I done;' a ^'gbod a6liori," cried' Oliver, 

- inteirupting htm,; " iii;Ha^ing \expofed mf Kfe I— 

^ great God !i-^rtb; believe me\ tliatwte 

I into the lake, thou ardrfe'AVettgeiierous ; thoiy, Whofe 

! • life is ' fb pure ! "-^ "' Oliver,**' replied "^ Ifambard* 

f *« thiiie is ftill valuable; tmce thou cahft make fiidi 

' -beneficent ufe. 6f * it,, and' that of a fri'end k at- 

I t^ched to it ; thy hitti^ tpuld not remam iriferifible to 

■the moving fcehes'^'hich' we have witneffed; 1 ob- 

I ferved thy tears to flow. -^-r^" Yes, I wept/ whchl 

^ * - <!nibraeed the' .ftfangfer- riift'ored ib life j f wept f-j-^ 

^ f was thmking of her — ^^I was fey mg to myfdf, wef e 

/he alive I -ftiould have*heen •}:^dud.to brave>|ftreh 

'danger'; (lie would have he^rd'of it^lnd woiiTdiKive 

-loved me-tIie^m6rer"'^^^Rcfiea-, my friend, 'refleQ: 

en the moment 4n which we entered- ^^oh' this i&dhAf 

,in which thefc lovely childreii furro'unded. \xs; arid 

lavifhed upon us their', inrrcwient eiarelRs;^-^** AHV to 

what art thou recalling me ! — didft thou but know 

what I fufFered when I preffed to my heart that|ten- 

der infant — ^wouUlft .ihaSiUteli^Y^i it? — the fight bf a 

child pierces me to the heart ! 1 have been aiTiuf- 

band! O had fuch a pledge from her _ remain^ to 

me!— but nothing has furvived hca: ,but her juft ven- 

*• geance—-— guilt, remorfe, chaftifement, and defpair^ 

are all that love has left me ! ^Ifambard, tender- 

nefs and the fofteft em^otions aroiuitcd to thy foul, but 
they are no longer within the r^ach of thy unhappy 
friend ! I am involved in that dreadful condition, in 
which the preffure of infupportable mifery allows me 
1 not to withdraw a fingle inftant from myfelf ; it i& 
the juft puniflriment of the guilty, not to be able to 
fly from or forget himfelf for a moment only: I 
refer every thing to myfelf; and comparing. j||i I 
obferve with my own fituation, the moft afteffing 
images of virtue, peace, ani happineft, eriiibit only- 
overwhelming contrafts ;^ the deftiriy even of the moft 
unhappy is the objeft of my envy;— alas! whofo 
- misfortunes . 
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misfprtunes^ oah approach to^nijie I • i The ftrangef, 
for ijjftioce^ , who fo hittcrlylameots his. fate, has a 
Jligtft d<grfe of hope !-^aind Kc bemaa.ns himfelf!'^ 
After having .thus giyea veat to his grief, Oliver fell 
into a deep an^. melancholy^^mood, which always be* 
gan to opprefs tiiSi an boui: or two before his bed- 
time ; his tears then fuddenly ftppped ; a dreadful 
. expe£bition brought on a ftupifying terrour, wl^ich 
filenced the boiilerous efiuiions of defpair -, he feeined 
no longer to hear or to fee Ifambard : the unfortunate 
. young man, himfelf anticipating his punifhment, al« 
" ready conceived he was SebolcUng thefrightfaifp^ne^ 
whjcb was not to vjfit him till midnight* Ifaoibard, 
mononlefs as his friend, far from famujarifing himfdUT 
with iuch a fpe^acle, became every day mofc firuck 
with it, and more deeply aScSted ; he looked at him 
in ^cnce, he wept, be invoked heaven in his.jbeh^lfj 
aod in thU manner paQed av^ay aQ their nights* 
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CHAPTER XVU 



THE PEOnS. 

. La £iveiir popuUirt.^ft un flox et reflux^ 
^otojours bl&me exceffif^ o& bien louapge outree^ 
On n*ca Xauroit preyoir la caufe et la durec* 

. PuFRSSMTi 

▼HE Knights of the Swan, notwithftanding fh^ 

prefling inyitation of their hoft, took their lea.v^ 'of ' 

theiflaad; (Siaffar deparded at the fame tirae^,a«d^ 

accompanied them to the fpot' where their fquires weae 

. waiting 
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ivaitingth^elr arrivals there, after having renewed the 
moft affeiSionate pi?otellati6ns of gratitude and friend- 
fhip, GiafFar left them, and, the tw^o friends continued! 
their route. ' The ftory '<rf Beatiice had deeply inte- ' 
refted Ifamfeard ; he touched again upon the fubjeft in 
hts converfation with €Miver ; aiid the latter, perceiving 
that he l^ad a'ftrongdefire to g<i and make tender of 
his fervices to that priiicefs, told him he w#uld be glad 
to accompany him/ This prbpofal delighted Ifambard ; 
and it was concerted between them, that they fliould 
appear at Cleves before the expiration of the truce, 
and in the mekn time direct their journey accordingly. 
At rioon our knights flopped at a peafant's houfe upon - . 
the higli road ; and after having taken a ruftick aiid 
frugal repaft, they retired to a little wood, where 
Oliver thus refumed his ftory : * " •' 

" I left off at the facrifice I made to Topal of the 
lock of hair which I had ftolen out of the little gar* 
den ; from this moment the good old man treated Ifiie' 
with unbounded confidence and aflFe<£lion, for he iin- 
mediately entrufted me wjth a key of the gate, which 
I received with. trinfport at his hands. I v6wedto> 
pafs all my nights at the foot of the confecratecf'l^^ ; • 
and, in efreft, each morning as Topal came lid water • 
it he found me'ffiU there. One day, when, according 
to cuftom, I returned home at fun-rife to take a few 
hours reft, I was much aftonifhed to find the houfe 
inverted by a troop of armed men ; as foon as F ap- 
peared, they cried out, there he isy there h^ isy and in- 
ftantly furrounded me : I was alone, and without arms 
and the means of defending myfelf ; they laid iiands 
on me, loaded me with irons, and dragged me far 
from my abode. The tumult was fo great, that it was 
impoflible for me to make myfelf heard, and to know 
why I was treated in this manner. I was condi^fted 
into a fpacious building, crowded with people ; there 
V/c flopped ; and 1 comprehended that vve were nov;^ 
ii&^he public court of juftice, I perceived an old 
, . *^' - . man 
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man fitting upon a lofty feat ; his afpeft was lofociablc 
and fevere ; lie impoied filence upon the boifterous 
alTeinbiy, and ordered nfic to be brought forward ;-r- 

* Stranger,' fatd he, * of what country, kre you, and : 
what is your name?* * By what authority do you in- 
terrogate me ?' returned I. * As magidrate and chief 
of this canton,' anfwered he; * and: as <your judge.' 

* In that cafc^ I ought to declare the .truth to you.' 
replied I ; * my name k Oliver, and France is my 
country*' At thefe words arofe an univerfal uproar : 

* he is a fpyC cried( they from all parts ; * he is an , 
agent af Charlemagne ana fFitikind.^ The magiftrate 
filen^:ed the uproar, and ftriking his hands together 
thrice, and turning towards mc, * Stranger,' faid he, 

* thou haft thyfelf juft pronounced thy own condemna- 
tion ; a Frenchman concealed in thefe quarters ought * 
to fufFer death ; and the popular and national juftice 
condemns thee by my voice.' As he ftniftied uttering 
thefe words, all the fpeiftators claflied their arms, and 
with this warlike clang blended fhrill and repeated 
criei^ ; for it is thus this ikvage people ^cprefs their 
iapprpbation and deliffht(8}« More furprifed at this 
ferocity than at the tentence itfelf, I remained for a 
moment motionlefs ; I then demanded to be heard. I 
obtained permifllon ; and addreffing myfelf to flie 
multitude which environed me— i-' What,' faid I, *you 
pretend to love liberty-^you fight for her, and vet 
you violate the moft lacred rights of juftice and hoC- 
pitality I — ^You treat a man whom you fufpe<^ only, 
as if hie were convidled of a crime !-— You arreft and 
fetter a ftranger upon a fimple accufation ; and upon 
vague fufpicions you condemn him to death! — what 
more can defpots and tyrants do? You .imagine that 
commotions and fadlions authorize fuch excefles; thus 
then, according to you, danger and fear will juftify 
everv crime ! aaid in order to fliake oS the reftraint 
of rfie laws, it is fufficient among you to frame ima- 
ginary confpiracies, and afFed; .groundlefs tcrrours I 

And 
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And of what utility then would facred humanity, ge- 
nerofitjr, and clemency, the moft valuable of virtues, 
prove, if chey mufl: be renounced in turbulent times, , 
fince they fliine with due fplendour in the midft of 
dangers only, and in the viciffitudes of fuccefs and 
difappointment ?' I was going on with my harangue, 
for I had much more to fay, when I obferved an .ex- 
traordinary movement in the aflembly, of which I 
was not the objeft; every look was turned towards 
the entrance, and prcfently I faw the crowd give way, 
and open a paffage to a young lady, who rufhed for- 
ward with precipitation ; cafting nay eyes upon her, 
I inftantly perceived it was the fair Urdalia ; throwing 
herfelf at the old man^s feet — * O father !' cried flie, 
* when you found me again in your arms, you blcfled 
the generous unknown perfon who had faved the ho- 
nour and the life of your daughter — -behold him before 

you ! — that ftranger is my deliverer. 1 will be 

anfwerable for him,' continued jfhe, addreffing herfelf 
to the people ; * I Icnow that having been unfortunate 
in hi& own country he is come here folely in' queft of 
retirement and oblcurity ; he is innocent — ^he is vir- 
tuous ; I requeft he may be fet at liberty, and that is 
but imploring juftice for him.* At thefe words the 
old man arofe: * People,* faid he, ' with your ap- 
probation, I abfolve the ftranger.* * 7>j, yes^ ex- 
claimed the whole affembly. At the fame inftant they 
preffed around me, ftruck off my chains, lifted me 
up, and bore me in triumph out of the place ; and 
then, in the midft of a thoufand acclamations and. 
univerfal applaufe, I was thus conduced to my own 
houfe. When the crowd had difperfed> I faw Topal 
enter fuddenly into the room ; he threw himfelf about 
my neck ancf wept : he told me it" was himfelf who 
had informed Ordalia of my danger ; he knew flie had 
returned from the country the preceding evening, 
and though he was ignorant of my adventure with 
her, he had hoped to intereft her in the fate of a 

ftranger 
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ftranger under fuch cruel oppreffion ; as foon as he 
had defcribed me, ilie doubted not but the ftranger 
was her deliverer, and haftened without deUy to the 
court of juftice. She was exceffively beloved by her 
father, whofe power controlled the people, whom he 
governed with defpotic fway ; Tof aPwas therefore at 
cafe on my account, as foon as he found her refolved 
to take the ftep he had folicited. * She has been at 
my cottage,' oontinued he, * to announce your deli- 
verance, but at the fame time fhe commifTioned me to 
prevail upon you to quit the fpot where trouble and 
miftmft prevail, and in which you can no longer abide 
without expofing yourfelf to new dangers/ After 
this warning, it was expedient to refolve upon feeking 
another afylum ; and unwilling to defer my neceflary 
departure, I repaired the fame evening, tor the lait 
time, to the little garden. At day-break, Topal went 
thither to receive my farewel ; tne virmous old man 
was fo deeply afteded that he was unable to utter a 
' word, but he approached^, the confeciated tree, and 
cutting off a fmall branch he prefented it to me ; 
I received it with great emotion; I embraced the 

food miari, who held me a long while prefled to his 
eart : at length I tore myfelt from his arms, and 
milled oiit of the garden ; 1 called for my fquire, we 
mounted our horfes, and at that very iriftant departed. 
In going acrofs the great fqiiare, I there obferved the 
dreadful preparations for a fanguinary execution, 
which was to take place in the forenoon ; a heap of 
faggots was piled up, and already the people, ever 
fond of fuch fpeftacles, were haftenin^ from all fides 
to be witnefs to this. My fquire informed me, that 
the unhappy vidims who were going tcS be facrificed 
were a woman and ber fon, a youth.of feventeen ; he 
added, that thefe unfortunate creatures, who were 
accufed of confpiracy, had made their efcape ; that 
iince their flight fentence of profcription had been 
pronounced againft them, and that at laft they had 

fallen 



THE SWAN. HS 

fallen into the hands of their perfecutors ; that they 
were on the;ir Way to the town, and were going to 
fufFer death. As my fquire finiftied this melancholy 
account, we arrived at the gates of the town : as I 
pafTed through them, the fituation of Topal flruck me, 
and I fighed to thiak that I left him in the midft of 
a deluded people, who had been taught to believe by 
their ambitious leaders, that the reign of liberty can ' 
be eftablifhed only by intolerance and terrour ; that 
indulgence and humanity are weaknefTes, and that im- 
placable vengeance, ingratitude, and impiety, are re- 
publican virtues^ (o ) . We took the road which led ua 
the fooneft ou^of th^ canton ;* we had already ridden 
four leagues, ' when we perceived a fmall troop ap- 
proaching us, and fhortly we diftinguiflied a dozen o£ 
armed men on horfeback; who were leading a womai* 
and a young man, both of whom were in fetters. It 
was no difficult matter to divine who the unhappy 
vicSims were, that were thus being led to the flake. I 
approached the efcort, and interrogated one of tho 
conduftors ; who anfwered, roughly, that they were 
leading two confpirators to execution.—* Confpira- 

tors!' cried I; *a boy of fevehteen!' ' Alas^ 

feignior,' replied the youth, * my mother is not more 
guilty than myfelf ; all her crime is, that flie hacT 
luckled and brought up the datighter of Witikind.* 
* What do I hear !' cried I : * Courage, young man l 
your mother fliall not.^eri{h.' At thefe words', I ad- 
dreffed myfelf to the condudi^rs, and ordered them 
inftantly to give their prifoners liberty. \ Obferving 
but two men againft twelve, they replied, only with 
menaces : then I ruflied upon them ; and beino- vali-r 
antly feconded by my fquire, 1 overturned ftveral,^ 
and the reft, feized with fear,, pulhed their horfes 
forwar<J, and retreated. The young captive, wha 
was on horfeback, finding himfelf rid of his guide, 
rode up- ta me; I unfaiiened his fhackles, and fur- 
nilhed him with a fsyord ; at this inftant, the troop,. 
'Vol. I. H who 
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who httd now rallied, turned about, and began t9 
affail us. The young man performed prodigies of 
valour; he killed three of. our adveriaries, who had 
aJLat once fallen upon him: myfquire and myfelf 
overcame five more, and the reft faved themfelYes by 
flight. As foon as the combat wa« over, the young 
man. ran and threw himfelf into his mother's arms^ 
who had been laid down at the foot of a tree ; afters- 
wards the mother and fon came to fall upon thenp- 
knees to me : I embraced them with equal joy and 
teudernefs ; and inilantly mounting them upon one of 
the.horfes of our vanquiihed enemies, we departed, 
without delay. We proceeded with all poffible ex- 
pedition till the approach of night, at whiclv time we 
were beyond the rebel canton ; then, having nothing 
more to fear, we ftopped at an inn, where we were- 
obliged to remain feveral days, for my fqiiire was 
much wounded. The young man (who is Zemni, at 
ptrefent my page) related to me^ that his mother, 
who was attached ta her country, and enriched by 
the bounty of Cdanira, was averfe to atic.ompany her 
into France; that when the rebels took poffefTion of 
the canton j {he was a^ firft forgotten in the quiet- 
retreat fiie inhabited ; that fhortly afterward (he had- 
liotice tliatthey were going to arreft her ; that (lie chofe 
to conceal hcrfelf, inftead of^ flying out of the country, 
but that at^ length her afylum was difcovered, as I 
have alr^dy obferved. I found an ihexpreflJble 
charm in the converfation of Zemni ; this young man, 
together with an agreeable perfon, poueflTed much^ 
natural good lenfe, an extreme degree of fenfibility, 
the moft undaunted courage, and graceful fimplicity 
of manners ; his mother and himfelf related to me ^^ 
thoufand interefting particulars yelative to the in- 
fancy of Celanira, and I never grew tired of hearing 
a repetition of them. Zemiii expieffed a defire to 
attach himfelf to me, I partook in his fentiments, 
and we agreed, that he fiiould condud\ his mother into. . 

France 
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France to Gelamra, whom he would inform of his 
adventure, and that afterwards he fliould return to 
meet me, never again to part, at the place I had 
pointed out to him. This arrangement being made^ 
I fiimiftied Zemni and his mother with money for 
their journey ; and as to myfelf, I returned to the 
new retreat I had chofen, bearing with me the 
foothing idea, that Celanira would take it well that 
I had faved the life of her . nurfe and the interefting 
Zemni, and that in^ two months time I fhould hear 
from her bv the return of that young man." Here 
Oliver cut mort his narration, and refumed it the next 
^ay, as we fhall fee in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



A LETTER. 



Ce n>ft plos une ardeur dam mes ▼eines caefaee^ 
C*eft Viwkt tottte 6ntieFe I fa proie attach^e— 

PHiDKroB Racxnx; 

OUR knights having on the following day taken 
fome provifion with them, dined in a meadow in the 
neighbourhood of a vaft foreft ; they fat down upon 
the grafs at the fide of a brook, and after the meal 
was over, Oliver thus, continued his ftory : " Some 
days after the departure of Zemni, I arrived at 
the place of niy intended retreat ; there I waited 
the return of Zemni, with an impatience which 
every moment feeraed to increafe ; I counted the days 
H 2 and 
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and the tnoments, and I could neither employ myfelf, 
nor divert my attention from an idea which entirely 
engroffed it. In thi? manner I paflfed two months, 
iind Zemni did not return ; the torments of difquietude 
tlien were added to the agitation of iitipatiencc ; every 
morning I repaired to the. road by which Zemni was 
to arrive^ and though it was now the depth of winter, 
1 remained there the whole day, and every evening 
returned home in defpair. Being no longer able to 
fupport fuch a fituation, I was almoft determined to 
let ofF myi'elf for France, and to enter the kingdom in ] 

priv;ite, when one morning I perceived Zemni fud- < 

denly enter my chamber. My firft movement* was to 
rufh towards him ; fearing however to betray my fe- ^ 

cret, I had the refolution to keep myfelf within bounds, ' n 

and in a tranquil manner to make inquiry after the health 
of his mother. ' Seignior,' replied Zemni, with an air ^ 

of forrow which {truck me, ' I left her with Celanira, -, 

who has fent you this letter.' In fpeaking thefe * 

words he took a letter out of his pocket, and deliver- 
ing it into my hand, he retired : I remaijied motion- 
lels, holding a letter from Celanira, and yet an in- 
vincible ten our, a fecret boding, hindered me from 
opening it. This letter was to decide my fate ; of 
that 1 was perfuaded. I was certain Celanira, who had 
abfolutely forbidden me to write to her, would never 
have had rtcourfe to fuch a meafure without fome new 
and extraordinary caufe ! A thoufand gloomy ideas 
ruflied into my mind, and chilled my blood ! — At 
length roufing myfelf from the ftupor into which fur- 
prize and concern had plunged me, I broke the fatal ' 
feal, and trembling opened the letter. — Here that i 
letter is," continued Oliver, taking it from his pocket- 
book ; *' read it, my deary Ifambard, and judge of the 
imprefiion it muft have made upon m> heart !" Ifam- * 
bard received the letter from the hands of Oliver, and 
read what, follows : _ I 
. '* It is all over, Oliver, the moment is drawing- ' 
rl-h in which ril vain terroyrs, which arc infpired by 
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human prudence, vanifti away : t have no more ap- 
pearances to preferve, 1 have nothing farther to appre- 
hend ; I am going to die — the condition I am in re-, 
fl:o;-es me to myfelf ; on the point of bidding farewel 
to life, I regain my liberty ; and I am determined to 
confecrate to thee the laft moments of my exiftence. 
Speed thyfelf, return, Celanira recals thee, ftie lies at 
the point of death ; O return that fhe may expire in 
thy arms ! — Do not bemoan my fate ; for theie I 
fhould not have lived, and I fliall now die in thy em- 
brace ! — My eyes fhall yet-fix themfelves upon thee, 
and thy hand lliall prefs mine.— I may repeat that I love 
thee ( I may then dare even to declare it publicly- 
then will there be an end to all human relpeft, all 
frivolous apprehenfions, all odious myftery. — Liberty, 
although profcribed and a fugitive upon earth, at leaft 
ihall find refuge on the brink of the grave ! Dif- 
entangled from the heavy chains of life, it will then 
be aHowed me to avow the pafEon which engroffes 
all my foul ! nor fliall I be forced to conceal thy love, 
in which confifted all my pride ! I will fay, Oliver 
was my lover. I adored him; and he loved none but 
me !— O could I carry away the glorious title of thy 
Ipoufe !— Yes, it is at the very inftant in which eter- 
nity fliould open to receive me, that I fhould folemnly 
vow to the creator to love tliee for ever ! — Yes, it is 
thus that this immortal foul, which was formed for 
thee, Ihould make fuch engagement. Come then, my 
Olivery come and receive this facred vow ! Make na 
delay, confider that the days of Celanira are counted — 
and that until thy return flie will pafs all the hours of 
them in invoking, in defiring, and expefting thde !" . 

Scarce had Ifambard finiftied the perufal of this 
letter, when he heard fome piercing cries which feemed 
to iflue from the foreft ; the two friends inftantly arofe ; 
they called to their fquires, and mounting their fteeds, 
they ruflied into the foreft. In the following chapter 
we (hall fee what they found there. 

CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER XVnL 



mDHiauT. 

'•••.••£ CIO chen te /r-vede 
% (to /che non fi tede, o parli^ o penfly 
C tad!„ jniriy o pUnga, o tidoi o cantl 
^tttM • m«oid|Q«t ^ 

fitfior fib, »v 09A%WU 

• •».«« The Sound that telli what iMun it it 
i|^ clamorotti groa&i that ibiJu upon my heart 1 

SHAXEiriAK. 

THE Knights of the Swan direacd their courfe 
towards the fpot whence proceeded the cries, which 
they ftill continued to hear, and which feemed to be 
thofe of a female. In a fliort time they perceived at a 
diftahce feveral men who -were ftanding round a tree^ 
but at their approach thefe men took to flighty and ef- 
caped into the thickeft part of the wood ; the knights 
then difcovered a woman that the ruiSans had tied to 
the tree they had juft left. The two friends haftened to 
deliver this unfortunate perfon, but Oliver had no 
fooner looked at the lady's face, than he drew back, 
and trembled. « Ifambard/' cried he, « give her 
afliftance.'* On faying this he withdrew himfelf ab- 
ruptly, ordered the fquires to remain with Ifambard, 
mounted his horfe, and being attended by Zemni, he 
difappeared in an inftant. This conduft could not 
furprife Ifambard, fmce he himfelf had difcovered the 
lady to be Armoflede. Ifambard approached her, 
untied her hands, and in a refpeftful but cool manner 
©fFered his ferviccs, and rcqucfted her orders. Armo- 

flede> 
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fledc, notwithftanding the joy (he felt at her deliver- 
ance, was not yet recovered from the confufion into 
which fhe had been thrown by the unexpefled fight 
of Oliver ; (he remained an inftant without fpeaking> 
but quickly refuming all her natural audacity, fhe 
requefted Ifambard to lead her to an inn, where me had 
flept the preceding night, the road to which (he point- 
ed out to him. While ihe was fpeaking, Ifambard, 
who had fixed his eyes upon her, could oot avoid 
feeling much concern, that a form fo fyll of grace 
fliould contain a mind which had been reprefented to 
him fo artful and atrocious ; the diforder of her drefs* 
flill added to her charms ^ her long hair, which was 
blacker than ebony, was loofe, and floating about 
her jfhoulders ; her naked arms, which were dazzling- 
ly white, ftill bore the marks of the bonds from 
which fhe had been juft delivered y and the fufFufion> 
which the violent emotions fhe had been under had 
ftill left upon her cheek, ferved to increafe the beaut/ 
jo{ her complexion. Ifambard, calling the fquires, 
ordered his horfe to be brought, and having mounted 
thereon J he took up Armoflede behind him. They 
had three leagues to ride before they reached the mptj 
but Armoflede, from the firft moment, furnifhed almoft 
the whole converfation. She related that Adalgife had 
carried her ofF fix months before; that (he had «fcaped 
out of his hands, and had fince been continually tiravel- 
ling ; that in pafling through the. foreft, on that ^eqr 
day, (be had been befet bv robbers, and her attendants 
had taken flight : (he finifned her fbory with a r^etitbn 
•of hef thanks to Ifambard; and will ail the.expreffion df 
•the moft fenfible and tender gratitude. As liambard 
made no reply : ^ I fee too plainly. Seignior, added 
Armoflede, ' that you have been prejudiced j^ainft 
me, yet did you but know the trtidi !'-^^ Eor Heaven's 
fake, madam,' replied Ifambard, interrupting her, < do 
not fpeak to me of Oliver, or of any thing that relates 
to him s this (ingle point ej^cepted^ 1 iball liken to you 
i with 
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with all the refpeft that is due to your fex; but it is a 
'rule with me never to allow thofe who are at variance 
with my friend to fpeak of him, even when they declare 
to fay nothing ill of him.' At thefe worcis Armoflede 
Jcept profound filence: Ifambard thought he heard her 
weep : flie drew back one of her hands which flie had 
put round the knight's waift. He imagined from the 
movement flie made that flie was wiping her^cheek : in 
a moment he perceived the hand appear again, upon 
whichjiis eyes, in fpite of him, fixed themfelves, for it 
yias remarkably delicate and formed in the moft beau- 
tiful mould. In the"^ mean while Armoflede fighedj 
and fl:ill continued filent ; and the kind knight, appre- 
henfive that he had treated her too fejrerely, thought it 
behoved him to renew the converiation. He aflced her 
fome indifferent queftions; Armoflede made a fliort re- 
ply, and in a tone of voice fa' plaintively fweet, that If- 
ambard was obliged to call to mind the ftory of Oliver, 
in order to fteel his heart againft all rifirig emotions 
of tendemefs. At the fame time he refledted, that Oli- 
ver had not ftated the caufes of his complaints againft 
Armoflede; and in fine, that unhappy as he was, it was 
not ih^ipoffible but that he had exaggerated her tranf- 
greflions, or that he had even been deceived refpefting 
her conduft and difpofition. Thefe refleftions, aided 
by the fighs of Armoflede, infenfibly changed the tone 
of Ifambard, and by degrees the converfation was re- 
vived. Armoflede found means of faying a thoufand 
-fine and flattering things, and the young and loyal 
knight, witihout betraying 'the fecret pleafure he felt on 
hearing them, replied however with a degree of polite- 
nfefs, which often bordered upon gallantry. She dif- 
played fuch brilliant talents, that he could not refift the 
inclination he himfelf felt to imprefs her with a good 
opinion of his own J and the defire of pleafing being 
almoft reciprocal on both fides, the converfation foon 
became exceedingly animated. They recollefted anec- 
'dotes of the court of Charlemagne, and remembered 

tournaments 
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tournaments at which th^y had been together. Armo- 
flede had not forgotten any of. the exploits by which 
Ifambard had fignalized himfelf in thefe warlike fports; 
flie related them all, and afterwards (he lamented that 
Ifambard had never been of her particular acquaintance ; 
Ihe added, that fuch regret was not, recent, and of that 
he could have no doubt, if he had remarked the ex- 
treme pleafure (he always felt on meeting him. While 
they were thus chatting together, the road feemed ve- 
ry flaort, although Ifambard had confiderably flackened. 
the, pace of his fteed. They were now within half a 
league of the inn, when fuddenly a knight, armed cap- 
a-pie, made his appearance, having the vifor of his hel- 
met down. No (boner had he caft his eyes upon the ar- 
niour of the Knight of the Swan, than he uttered a 
terrible cry, and advancing with his lance pointed ; " O 
thou moft di(loyal of knights," cried he, "O vile im- 
poftor ! it is thus then that thou haft no connexion 'with 
that ungrateful and. perfidious woman !" — By this aft^ 
and this voice, Armoflede was at no lofs to recognize 
the furious Adalgife. Ifambard told her to mount the 
horfe of one of his fquires, and to flv without delay, 
while he was combating with the Lombard prmce. 
« If I be vanqui(hed,*' faid he, « you will, at leaflr, be 
faved/' Armoflede followed his advice ; Adalgife ad- 
vanced, and would fain have feized her, but mmbard 
prevented him, and the moft obftinate conflifl quickly 
took place between them. Adalgife, animated by fury, 
and by the remembran^ce of his defeat at thccourt of 
Irene, fought with the defperate courage of amaawho 
was bent at the fame time upon redeeming his faded 
glory, and taking vengeance on a hated rival. The 
combat continued till the decline of the dayv at length 
Ifambard difarmed his enemy, who had only received a. 
flight wound. " Prince," faid he, " your lance is 
broken, and your fword is in my hands ; this Is the fe- 
cond time it has been, there, and I now (hall retain it, 
for in reftoring it to you,, you will renew the combat 
•Ha under 



1 



J5+ THE KOTGHTS OP 

under ^ifadvantageoiis condkiors, fince you are wound- 
ed and I remain unhurt. I exhort you not to truft m 
future to appearances; you have this day been again 
deceived by them ; I am no viler impoftor, I have never 
been the lover of Armoftede; flie was attacked by a 
bond of ruffians, it was my duty to fly to ber.fucconr, tb 
take her under my proteftion, and afterwards to-fkrcen 
her from your fury : hefides, I have no prctenfions at 
all to her, and I again give you my facred word of ho- 
nour for it." After thefe words, Kambard left the un^ 
happy Adalgife, and took the road to the inn, expeSr- 
iBg to find Armoflcde tbtere, and being defirous of giving 
her an account of the iflue of the combat which he had' 
been fuftaining for her fake. But as he rode along, the re* 
membranee of Oliver returned to his mind; the fafci-' 
nating Armoflede being no longer at his fide, he recol- 
ledled evety thing that hehadfaid of her ; he Qiudder- 
ed on -confidertng Oliver had repeated a thoufand times 
that this artftil woman was the caufe of all his misfor- 
tunes; and he thought the ctrcumftance of Oliver's 
convifHon of this was a fufficient reafon why his friend 
ihould hold no kind of intercoixrfe with her. Ifambard, 
whofe ftrongeft paflidn had always been friendfhip* 
upbraided himfelf for ha\;ing been capable of difcover-' 
ing fo many charms in the converfation of a perfon* 
whom Oliver regarded as his moft mortal enemy, and 
he determined to fhut himfelf up in his chamber on his ' 
arrival at the inn, to take a few hours repofe, to fet off 
at the return of day in queft of his friend, not only 
without making ahy inquiries after A rmoflede, but avoid- 
ing the fight of her, though fhe were on the fpot. If- 
ambard kept hifi ref(Aitton ; at a quarter of a league 
diftance from the little town in which was the inn, he 
I met the fquire who had accompanied Armoftede; and 
who, being difpatched by her, was coming to meet hittt 
on the way ; he informed him, that Armoftede, being 
arrived at the inn, manifefted the greateft concern for 
the iituation of Ifambarjl, and that in ftrite of the exceft 

, of 
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of her fatigue, flie fefufed to retire to reft before fte 
had heard fotneaccount of him. Ifambard, on his arri- 
val, fent his fqtiire to her, and immediately, according 
to the refolution he had taken, fhut himfelf up in the 
chamber into which his hoft had conducted him. In a 
quarter of an hour the fquire retnrned, and reported 
that ArmoSede,pn hearing Ifambard was arrived and 
not wounded, exprefl'ed the moft feeling ienfalions of 
deh'ght. " She fainted away," continued the fquine, 
« then flie ihed a torrent of tears ; and at laft, fhe urged 
me to accept this ruby which (te took from her finger, 
and which (he offered me with fo much grace, that I 
was unable to refufe it from fo fair a hand.!'— **^ It is 
enough,*' interrupted Ifambard, « order fupper to be ' 
ferved in my room, and my horifes to be ready at three 
in the morning, I fhall fctoff before day-light^ It was 
now feven o'clock 5 during fupper time mmbard ap- 
peared to be under an abfence of mind which "Urn not 
ufual to him. As the pec^Ie of thehotife were continu- 
ally coming and going, and the ddor was often opened, 
he had his eyes for ever on that fide, as if he were ajx 
expeftation of fome one ; and the fquires, Who were 
both attending him, were aftoniflied to feebim for the, 
firft time harfh ^and referved. At eight he di^fibd' 
his attendants, and when he was alone, he flung: hfdi« 
felf into a thair, afterwards he got lip, walked about 
the room in~ agitation, and then fat down again. He 
was fullen and difiatisfied, and ftrove tqattribute his 
ill humour to the concern he felt for Oliver, and thi 
vexation of being feparated from him. Atmofiede na 
(piteof him, interfered with thcfe* various thoughts— the 
account had feemed to him fo true, fo hatural.«^AnBo- 
'flcde-had fiaint^, fhe had fhed a torrent of tears J After 
•haying been made acquainted with thele -partieularg, 
•'diditnot beHovehim to pay her a vifit, and afkher if he 
could be of any farther fervice to her ? was it not a 
duty which decency required at his hands ?**With all 
thefc ideas was Ifambard tormented, but prcfehtly fix- 
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- ing^ bi^ th<Ai^ts upcfn Oliv^) all other thoughts were ^ 
quickly difpftled when he qonfijiered what a night he \ 
was going to pafs, and that he would have freih reafous ^ 
to curfe Armoflede, who had deprived him of his friend' 

.during the dreadful moments in which his prefence Was 
! beccwie (q ae^ffary to hitp* At ten, Ifambard, worn 
out jwitfa t^iguei determined on taking fome reft, but 
, he .wa«iuware be could indulge himfelf till midnight on- 
ly^ andrthsft the moment he heard that fatal hour ftrike. 
the if^iige 0f the fpe6ire> and the wretched Olivier,, 
would not allow him to clofe his eyes. He was go- 
ing tothsow himfelf on the bed, when he heard, : in> a 
. >iieJghl>otiring clpfet, a crufli of fo extraordinary a na- 
• ture, |hat be thought the wall was tumbling down; a 
-door belongi;ig't9jthisck)fet, which had appeared, to 
. Him to be nailed up, led to his own room j he took a 
' lights ^pd obferved with aftonifbment that the ihock had 
Wc^^ Dpe^' the. door ^ at the iame inftant he heard 
. groans. Full of.concern and emotioh — he puihed die 
; door^h^ entered the clofet-^and what was his furprife> 
t^S^i^ Afrn^pfled^ lying upon a broken bed, in the midft 
ie>C7th^ JTMios of the. cieling v^hich had fallen in, ahnoA 
nak^, afiid apparently at t^e. point of death. On pe^- 
^ i^ifiing hun, (be half opened her eyes,, in a languid trnt^" 
.:^ef, and wi^h^ ypigq^fc^rce to.be heard, « O heavens,'*' 
..fetd J5ie,'^V'bv what miracle arejyou again co^ne to *vt^y 
infliftance! An,' Seignior, take me hence— I am bruifyd 
" fQ. piecesr-^l am, dy ing^r—I flept over this, clofet, -the 
-..^jiqiing^ddenly fell iti-r-judge of the condition IpiMfft 
^. be>n-rr-Qtake me aw^y hence."'r*At: tl^efe word^j^T- 
ambard advanced tow^-rds- A^au^flede, who:ftre|<;^d 
.^.eut;her.arms tQ himijihe rtpoic her tip. ia hi«^,c;^>^d 

- h^r ipr%? bis; own ^oopip ^ijfi laid her ,upftR, hi^ feei-^i^- 
^,-moflede then feepiedto-pexceive \yith,4fffiiiy:> tJ^W^ 

- had no other cloathing upon her but hei? (hift i flie dr^w 
. the coverlid of the bed to hide her,; but flic- was fo weak,,' 
( and in fuch pain, and diJ this in ib awkiyapd a. mann/er 

.Wi^^i^jt^t lier. two leg$, remaii^ed crntk^ly^ u^^ 
-. ' \ " ' " ^Ifambardjt 
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•— tfambard^ more confufed than ever, was^ ftanding mo- 
I tionlefs- by her fide. " Ah, Seignior," faid Armo- 

flede, " the pain I feci is inconceivable ! — I believe 
I my right leg is broke/' — " O heavens I" cried Ifam- 

' barJ, " is it poflible i" — On faying this he knelt down 

i in Qrder the better tp make examination, and he was 

gratified with the near view of the handfomcft legs in 
' -the world. Armoflede ftill complained, and put her 

I hand behind her head: " I amfure," faid fhe, " I 

aq:i wounded there.; examine the place, I entreat 
you/* Ifambard untied her night cap;, in an inftant 
\ her fine hair fell loofe, and fpreading over the bed 

fide, hung down to the ground. Ifambard divided 
her locks wilh great care, and ikw nothing but a 
chai:ming nepk^ which, difplaying itfelf between the 
I treffes of her hair, exhibited a whitenefs more fplendid 

' than alabafter : yet Ifambard perceived fome flains of 
^ ' bipod upon the handkerchief which covered A|;mo- 

. flede's bofom,.^nd he had no doubt but thatflie had re- 
ally received a wound in the head. At this he was 
much -afFefted, and propofed calling for affiftance, « No, 
no;" replied Armoflede, " none can be found here, 
and the beft of all fuccour is the compaffion of the ge- 
. nerous Ifambard." — Then giving berfelf up to the ef- 
. fuftons of gratitude, fhe iaid the tendered things to him. 
t . >^ My 'pains," faid fhe, ^' are decreafed, and I now 

I : flatter myfelf that this horrid fall will not prove mortal^ 

I .but. I thought myfelf expiring when you came to my 

/ affiftance^ and it foothed me to- think, that he who had 
- beptfi this day twke my deliverer, (hoyld receive my Uft 
figh ! — You are going, to depart in fome hours — and 
/probably I fih^H never fee vow again — let my heart then 
r.tiiibuFden itfel/ to ypu»-^l have ?rred, and have been to 
I • Uaaaey.but I am incapable either to feigaor betray— 

j^and my heart is f<^rmed for love !— Armoflede expreflTed 
iierfelf iti a tone Which feemed fp triie, her eyes were 
; animated with- fuch fire, and ihe was fo h^ndfome, that 
i^n men in the pla(;e.of Ifambard would have proved 
yi . incredulous^ 
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' incredulous ; and he whofe paffions were fo quiclc^ fmd 
whofe heart fo tender, -muft bie lefs To than another ; hts 
emotions therrfore being increafed by fenfibility, he re- 
plied in fuch a manner asfhowed her all the efFe«£kfhe 
had produced upon him; hewasftill on his knees, and 
feemed as if he had forgotten he was in fuch an atti- 
tude I he fpoke little, but his eyes were fixed upon Ar- 
mofiede, and their looks fufficiently exprefTed the trou- 
ble of his foul, and the diforder of his imagination. The 
converfation became ftiil more tender : Armoilede agaia 
fpoke of the approaching departure of Ifambard^ (he 
fighed, and tears flarted from her eyes ; (he feemed as 
if {he would hide them ; and Ifambard, feizing one of 
her hands, and prefiing it in his, ^< I will not leave 
you in your prefent condition," faid he, " and I will 
not depart 4)efore I am well afliired of your recovery," 
** Recover, O, may I never," cried Armoilede. At: 
thefe words, Ifembard, in great emotion, kiffed with 
tranfport the hand he was preffing. ^^ O my dear Ifam- 
bard !" replied Armoflede, with a choked and tremb- 
h'ng voice, " if you could read in my heart!'' — Thefe 
wc^s completed the knight's intoxication ; Armoilede 
obfervin^ how he was afFe£^ed, inclined her head upon 
his fliouTder, and crept into his arn>s. At this mo* 
meat, (lie clock ftruck twelve (9). Ifambard treiti- , 
Wed, and ftartiog up with wild looks, " O funeral 
found!" cried he, « O unhappy wretch !"— He did 
not finiih, but haftened and threw himfelf into an arm. 
cd chair at the farther end of the toom , dapping his two 
hands to his fece^ Armoflede, loft in aft^niihrnent, for 
fotne time remained fiient; Ihe then began to fpeak to 
him, to call him, but in vain, the charm was deftroyed. 
Ifftmbard being reftored to himfelf no longer heard, 
'her ; fsfcithful friendfhrp prefented to his imagination the 
horrid fpeftacle of the phantom, and the torments of 
Oltyen " Alas !" faid he, in his mind, " in this dread- 
ful moment, my unhappy friend is regretting me— -and- 1 
was lying at4he feet of the dangerous fyreih whom -ke 

confidcrs 
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confiders as the author t>f his mifery !" — ^This reflec- 
tion caufed him to ihed tears. Armoflede, whofe far- 
prife increafed at eVery inftant, dared no more tofpeaic, 
but (he was in great agitation ; (he complained, and 
ftrove with^her moans to call back Ifambard's attenti- 
on ; but her efforts were all in vain, Ifambard, who 
was abfbrbed in gloonpiy meditation, fancied himfelf by 
the bed-fide of his friend, and nothing was able todif- 
pel this image from his mind. In this manner pafled 
the whole night; at length Ifambard, who counted all 
the hours, perceived the firft beamsof day ; he then ima- 

fined he faw the fpeftre vanifh into air ; he faw Oliver 
elivered, and he became compofed again. He got up^ 
-and appearing as if awaked from a painful dream, he 
approached Armoflede under much embarraffmcnt, and 
with great timidity ftammered out a few unintelligible* - 
words. 

ATmoflede, quite overcome with rage and fpite^ was 
going to burft forth into violent abufe, when repeated 
knocks at the door were heard, which appeared very 
extraordinary at fo early an hour. Armoflede had in- 
tended to leave the room before the people of the inn 
vtrere ftirring, and (he forbade Ifambard toanfwer ; in the 
ihean while, the knocking was redoubled, the doer 
burtl'Open, and, at the (zxnt inftant, a man iniarmoar 
rufhed into the room. It was Adalgife, who cried 
out, " You Qiall t^erifti, perjured wretches!" Ar- 
moflede .gave a loud ihriek, and to the great aftoitilh-' 
ment of ifambard, flie fprung ninibly; out of, bed, 
ran acrdfs the room, and took rdfuge in the clofet, (hut- 
ting herfelf i;n. Ifatabard, who had fnatcHed up his 
arm?, placed himfelf at the door to defetid the paflTagis 
agaihft Adalgife, who, boiling with fury, drew hl*^^ 
fword. Ifaiftbard wanted to enter^ into an explanation, 
but Adalgife, without Kftenmgto whathe^faid, fell up- 
on him, and the cdtttbat began. Ifambard fought with 
regret; he was aware that appearances were ftrongly^ 
againfthimj beftdesjhiQknew that Adalgife ^ wound- 
ed^ 
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cd, and larxienting the unhappy prince, he was mindful 
only to ward ofF his blows, and not to return* them* 
The combat had lafted a quarter of an- hour,^^ when If- 
ambard heard feveral people, who had been drawn by 
the noife, and in a little time he faw the hoft appear, 
who made vain efforts to.feparate them. The hoft dif- 
covered, from the expreffions of Adalgife, the motives 
of his rage, and he cried out to him feveral times, that^ 
he was in the wrong, that the Knight of the Swan 
was not guilty J and that it was not he whom he Jhould 
accufe. In the midft of all this tumult, a knight fud- 
denly entered the room, who ran between the two com- 
batants^ let the reader judge of Ifamba^d's joy, it was 
Oliver. The impetuous Adalgife difengaged himfelf, 
and again ruflied upon his adverfary; but at this inftant 
his wound burft, open, a great quantity of blood iffued 
from it, and he fainted into the arms of Oliver, who 
laid him upon the bed, and then left the room with 
his friend, whom he took with him. Ifambard, before 
he left the inn, was defirous to interrogate the hoft ; he 
led him on one fide, and afked what he meant when he 
aflured Adalgife, that he was in the wrong. The hoft 
appeared much embarrafled, but Ifambard overcame his^ 
fcruples by making him a prefent of fome money 5 then 
he difcovered the moft extraordinary ftratagem. He re- 
lated, that the cieling of the clofetnext to Ifambard's 
chamber had fallen in above a week before A rmoflede 
had flept two nights in th^yery room Ifambard Juft oc* 
cupied, and had taken notice of the clofet ; returning 
to the inn, ihe had engaged the hoft to lodge f*^ knight 
in th4 white armour (whom (heexpeftedj in that room ^ 
and in the mean time, having caufed a broken bed to 
be placed in the clofet, ftie retired there, taking care 
^o fatten the door within^ fide, and to pile up againft the 
wall a parcel of lumber, which having been thrown 
down by her muft have produced the no^fe that Ifam- . 
bard had heard. The hoft finiflied his relation by en- 
treating Ifepbard tokeep the fecret, for he bad pfo- 

mifed 
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mifed ihe young lady never to difclofe it. This difco- 
very forced a fmile from Ifambard, at the fame time 
that it confounded him ; he could not conceive that 
impudence, artifice, and fmpofture, could be carried to 
fuch an extreme ; and, indeed, in the age in which h? 
lived, fuch a charafter was not common. Ifambard 
blefled heaven, and the friendship which had preferved 
him from the fnares of a woman who was equally con- 
temptible and dangerous : he hafterted to join Oliver, 
^and they immediately departed from the inn. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



THE RETURN^ 



Helas^! dc fet deftins quel mortel eft le maftref 

Vttivtdt Malehar'dt M. i^ MiBRiiY. 

THE knights betook tbcmfelvcs again to the road 
to Cleves j and on the way Oliver informed his friend, 
<hat after the rencontre of Armoflede in the foreft, he 
had regained the high road, and arrived in the town„ 
where they had flcpt ; that imagining Ifambard would 
conduft Armoflede thither, and pafs the night, he had 
flopped, but not at the beft inn, as he concluded Ar- 
moflede would make choice of it ; that he had put up 
at a wretched public-houfe, where he had paffed the 
moft dreadful of nights; and that, half an hour after 
fun-rife, he had repaired to the inn. . After this detail, 
Oliver aflcedliijs' friend no queftions relative to hiscom- 
•l)at with Adalgife, becaufe be was fearful of hearing 

Armoflede 
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Armofledc/pokenofj arid If^mbardy who cafjy read 
his thoughts, kept a profound filence upon the whole 
adventure. At ten o'clock the knights halted in a lit- 
tie wood; and there, at the requeft of his friend, 
UJiyer refumed the continuation of his ftory in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

« We left ofF at the letter which Ceianira had dif- 
patched by Zemni. Thou haft perufed this energetic 
and affedting letter, and thou mayeft have fome idea of 
the condition in which I found myfelf upon reading it. 
Immediately, without lofing a fmgle moment, I cSled 
my fqmre ; I ordered my horfes, and inftantly departed, 
^emni was at my fide; but I dared not afk him any 
queftions ; I dreaded his repliesy and was fearful o£ 
thus betraying my defpair, the violence of which was 
increafed by. every refleflion I made; however, I 
thought It necelTary to tell him that Celanirahadcharg- 
cd me^ with fome fecret commiffions which (he had 
for friends in Saxony j that I had fome important 
things to communicate to her on their part, and th^t 
luch was the objeft of my journey, < Alas ! feignior,' 
replied Zemni with a figh, < let us haften then, for*-- 
ne did not nnifti, but hung down his head in a forrow- 
ml manner, and Iperceived his tears flowing. I fhud- 
dcred— thefe few words threw nje into kn agoiw 5 and 
not being able to pour forth my heart, I putted my 
norfe forward, in order to keep at a diftance from-Zem^ 
^, the fight of whom I could now no longer fufien— ' 
After fourteen hours ride, the laffitude of our hocfes 
obliged usto flop. I {hut myfelf up ina chamber ; and 
there, without witneffes, J gave way to all the pc^g^ 
nancy of grief. I again opened the fatal and affeaing 
letter j I perufed it upon my knees, and (hed a torrent 
of tears, f O thou,' cried I, < thou, whofe exiftence 
IS more precious, more dear to me than even thy love, 
^®" calleft me, and J am forced to ftop-^thou 
calleft nie, and upon the very road that leads to 
tiiee, I am condemned to remain motionlefs for fome 
*iour5 !-^Uiofe hours of tedious length, thofe wafted 

hours 
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houi^s a^e rcAKng on 'without Winging tis nearer toge- 
ther !'«-^Tbis idea drove m^ diftm£led; I reckoned all 
the moments; in one minute I walked with haiiy 
ftrides about the chamber, in the next; I went out to 
learn the hour of the day. At laft, finding all were 
gone to reft, I threw myfelf into a chair, read the let*, 
ter over and over again, and bathed it with my tears :—- 
but in the midft of all this paihful anxiety, thefb 
faeart^Kending difquietudes, never did my im^ination 
figure toitfeifthe danger her life was in ; that dreadful 
thought wasf as it were, concentrated at the bottom of 
my teeart ; at each moment I felt its infupportable pref- 
fure; but I repelled it with a kind of . faperftidon 
which I am unable to define; I dared not articulate to 
myfelf the terrible words: She is perhaps no more 'yjh 
vnll'dh 1*^ fhould have thought I was uttering blaf- 
pfaemy, and confirming my mifery. I fhed teats of 
otood ; I had the convulfive throbbingsof defpair atmy 
hearty and I ftiil repeated to myfelf th&t ihe had been 
deceived, as to the condition in which (he lay.— Under 
light forrow we often have recourfe to exaggeration; 
bat when oppreffed by mifery in the extreme, we en«- 
deavour to deceive ourfelves; and it was, above all, 
that fentiment, which in it&lf was fo naturaJ, that ren« 
dered the prefence of Zemni fo painful to me* His 
deep afRi(^ion not only pierced me to the foul, but he 
incurred a kind of anger which I could hardly fup« 
prefs; I was fet upcm deceiving myfelf i and every 
thing that deftroyed the illufion irritated me, and be* 
came-odious in my fight. In this manner it was that I 
pafled all the time of this diftreiling journey, which I 
performed with incouceivabledifp^ch. As 1 approach* . 
ed the fpot where Celanira dwelt, I felt my impatience 
and my difquietudes multiply upon me; I was equally 
defirous and fearful to arrive at my journey's end ; and 
this contrariety of fentiments plunged me into a ftate 
of inexpreflible perplexity. We arrived at the clofe 
of the day. Not being willing to make my appearance ^ 

before 



164 THE KNIGHTS OF - 

before I had given information to the eiiiperor, I alight- 
ed at an inn, and difpatcbed Zemnv to the pakce -, I 
remained fhut up in my room till his- return, in a con- 
dition notpoffihle to be defcribed. At length, after an 
hour's fufpcnfey I heard his voice at the foot of the 
ftair*cafe ; and the tone of it feeming to be firm and 
natural, was fu^cient to cheer me, or at leaft to revive 
all my hopes^ I ruihed towards the door; I advanced 
upon the fiaircare,.and met Zemni, who cried outyjhf 
livesy'fie is much recovered ! — At thefe words being pe- 
netrated with tendernefsy and ftupificd with joy,. I ftart- 
ed, and, ftaggering, funk down upon the landing-place 
of the flairs, Zemni took me in his arms,, and carried 
me into my chamber. I foon came to myfelf again, and 
my Arft care was to remove the fufpicions to which 
fuch weaknefs mufl give rife in the mind of Zemni ; but 
he interrupted me, faying, ' I will not pry into your 
.fecret5> but who could better keep^them than he who 
owes you his life, his liberty, and his happy deftiny ?**— 
Thefe words he uttered with fuch moving and genuine 
fenfibility, that from this time, . without entirely open^ 
ing my heart, I have thrown oiF all conflraint with 
him; never have I diredly imparted my fecrets ta bimf 
and never hasheafked me any quefHons : butlnolon^ 
ger endeavoured to difTemble my fentiments in his pr^* 
fence, and I have ever found in him a» much fidelity as 
refer vednefe and difcretion. He informed me, that Cc-* 
lanira h^d commiffionedhim to tell me, fhe would fee 
me the next day in the evening at Armofledc's apart-t 
ments. This place of rendezvous furprifed me : but 
Zemni told me that Celanira was intimately acquaint- 
ed with Armoflcde : he could, however, give me no 
farther particulars. > 

<^ Thott wert not then at coart, and I fent for Lan- 
L celot, whom I requefted to inform the emperor of my 

\- arrival. This prince having only prefcribed a journey 

j» ©f fix months, I flattered myfelf he would not dtfap- 

l' prove of my return 5, and, indeed, Lancelot quickly 

L came 



. THE SWAN. 165 

came back to let mc know, that he would receive me 
the next morning, and fee me again with pleafure. — 
Lancelot gave me all the news of the court 5 he faid, 
the paifion of' Eginard for Emma was the topic of ge- 
neral ponverfation, and that it was confidently afferted 
the princefs had conquered her partiality to me, and 
at laft fliared the afFe£tion of Eginard. Here I inter- 
rupted. Lancelot, .to proteft, that Emma had never 
thought of me j but I could not perfuade him to be- 
lieve it; and, refuming his difcourfe, < Every one 
knows,^ faid he, '^ that you have facrificed fortune and 
ambition to the charms of Armoflede ; of this fhe her- 
felf makes no myftery ; and I ki^w feveral to whoni 
fhe has made an avowaj of it. You may imagine,' 
continued he, ' that this difcovery has not ferved to di- 
miniflh the enmity which formerly fubfifted between 
her and the princefs Emma; the latter too is grown 
yery cool towards the daughter of Witikind, whom (he 
had loved fo much, and entirely on account of her recent 
intimacy with Armoflede.' ' But,' replied I, * how 
has this connexion been formed ?' ' Very naturally,' 
anfwered Lancelot ; « Armoflede knowing your at- 
tachment to Witikind, and, touched at the friendfliip 
that great man entertained for you, has imagined (he 
was doing what would prove highly agreeable to you 
in the tender attention flie has mown to his daughter, 
who has lain under a languifhing malady which threat- ' 
ened her life. Armoflede has frankly avowed the mo- 
tive which led her to cultivate Celanira's friendfliip; 
Ihe has even declared it to Witikind; and foon becom- 
ing better acquainted with Celanira, fhe at length loved 
her for herfelf. At this I felt extreme furprife, mixed 
wfth a kind of vague and painful diiijuietude. It was 
evident that Armoflede, in having paid fuch ^duous 
and unremitting attention to Celanira, had obtained 
from her the communication of all our fecrets. I faw, 
indeed, that *hefe fee rets had hot been betrayed, and that 
Armoflede even took the beft-concerted precautions to 

concciat 
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conceal them ; but in fiich conduft I dRfcbvered ail c^eeft 
of generofity which, in fphe of me, became fufpiciousv 
Arrtioflede had received my firiV homage : feparated from 
her through her levity, and again united by her artificds^ 
Ihe was upon the point of feeing me renew the engaged* 
ments of our early youth, when on a fudden I was 
withdrawn from her for ever : I had obferved in her 
neither fpite, nor ill humour, nor anger;' and I could 
only attribute fuch gentlenefs either to indifference or 
diffimulation. If fhe had never loved me, the obje£l^ 
of my attachment could have no claim to herattentions j 
and if flie regretted me, if my change affeftcd her, 
what ought I to think of the tendemefs ihe exprefled 
for her rival ? Thefe reflexions imprefled my niind 
with all the fufpicions and all the torment of a well-- 
founded miftruft, and alloyed the joy which I fdt on be- 
ing fo near to Celanira, to have been recalled by her, 
and to be no longer under any apprehenfions on ac- 
count of her recovery; for Lancdothad confirmed the 
report of Zemni in having affured me that (he was now 
out of all danger. I fpent a part of the night in the 
frequent perufal of her letter ; tliis letter, which had 
coft me fo many tears, did not contain a word but what 
now tended to inCreafe ftiy happinefs ; Celanira loved me 
more than ever ; fhe could not exiff vnthout me ; flie 
was determined to make every facrifice for my fake, to 
brave every thing, to rilk all for me ! — But ought I to 
take the Advantage of that fupreme afcendancy which 
love had given me over her ? — She was going to make 
me the arbiter of her fate; I ought therefore to lofc 
fight of myfelf, to fee only her, and to give her all the 
advice of rational and prudent friendfliip. I rcfolved 
upon this ; and, above all, I determined to prevail up- 
on her not to decide but after long and mature reflect 
tion. 

« The next morhing I waited on the emperor, who 

received me m, fuch a manner as confounded many of 

^the courtiers, for thecaufe of my departure, and an ab- 

fence of fix months, had impicfled them with the idea 

that 
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that my difgrace was certain and irretrievable. The 
emperor fpojce to me of a tournament which he in- 
tended to exhibit for the entertainment of the illuf- 
trious Egbert, the fugitive king whom he had gene- 
roufly received at his court, ana who was now on the 
point of departing for England. The emperor faid^ 
he meant to put me upon the lift of combatants, being 
defirous, tliat that feftive day fhould prove a 
day of glory to all his friends. At length, after 
having treated me with all that frank and graceful 
amenity of behaviour which renders him the moft 
amiable of princes, he difmifled me. I retired to my 
apartments, and fliut myfelf Up : there, alone, with 
Celanira's listter, and occupied, but with one thought 
and one wifli, I waited the hour of rendezvous ; and, 
a5 foon as night came on, I repaired to Armoflede. I 
was fliown up a back ftaircafe, which led me to a little 
door that my guide opened ; I entered, and found my- 
felf in. a clofet, where^I was requefled to wait alone a 
moment. I was fo fluttered and difmayedy that I was 
obliged to throw myfelf into an arm chair, for I was 
quite unable to fuftai^ myfelf. In a few minutes I 
heard the light ruftling of a woman's drefs ; I ftarted, 
and got up from my ieat, when I faw Armoflede ap- 
pear ; ihe approached me with an open and aflPedlionate 
air ; and, taking me by the hand, fhe looked at me a 

-«noment, in filence, with the expreflion of the keeneft 

•:.|gffenfibility. * Unhappy Oliver,' faid ftie, ^ how are 

the marks of forrow impreflTed upon thy countenance ! 

- \But alas ! ' continued fhe, wiping away the tear which 
mpiftened her eye, * you are going, to fee a flill more 
ftriking pidlure of the ravages of grief ; fcarce will 
yoQ. be able to know your interefting friend.'-^ 
< Where is fhe'?' interrupted I, 'lead me to her 
feet.' — « Come, my dear Oliver,' replied Armoflede, 
* come, you fliall fee her in a moment.' She then led 
me along ; I followed her : and after having traverfed 
feveral rooms, flie (lopped before a door which was 

half 
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half opened. * Go int6 that room/ faid flie ; * in 
an hour I will "come and fetch you back.' On faj'jng 
this, ftie left me ; I puflied the door, and found Cela- 
nira lying on a couch : I approached; but, O heavens! 
what did 1 feel, whencafting my eyes upon her adorable 
face, 1 perceived nothing more than the flwde of Ce- 
lanira I — An exceffive thinnefs, a frightful palenefs, 
without having disfigured her features, fpread over 
•her countenance the moft touching expreffion^of. grief 
and melancholy : ftie had no longer the bloom and i 

frefhncfs of youth ; but the fentiments which animated I 

her face ftill preferved there the fublime ftamp of 
beauty. Without even knowing her, it was fuflBcient 
to look at her only to be convinced, that the ficknefs 
of the foul caufed all her languor and forrow. I ^ 
gazed on her with the mixed fenfations of tendernefs 
and pity, remorfe and gratitude. She confidered me 
likewile with tendernefs, and breaking filence the 
firft, ' O my Oliver !' faid fhe^ * how much have we 
fufFered !' — 1 know not what anfwer I made ; I only 
recoUeft the firft words fhe uttered ; for I had been fo 
long deprived of the felicity of hparing herfpeak, that 
the found of her loved voice ftruck me fo forcibly, as 
to engrave on my memory the firft words I heard her 
articulate : but my agitation was fo violent, and my 
Ihead fo giddy, that I have no longer any idea of our 
converfation during the firft hg.lf hour we pafled toge- 
ther. When my diftradlion was a Kttle fubfided, I 
communicated my refolution, and declared that I re- ' 
turned with all the fentiments of refignation and fubi* 
' miffion which I had wlien I kft her ; that not only I 
exacSled no facrifice on her part, but that if fhe intended 
to make any, I begged her not to be precipitate, or 
take her refolution but on mature deliberation. * It is 
now too late, Oliver,' replied flie, ' it is now too 
late^''— — I could not have 'avail^ n-^yfelf of it 
even on the day we feparated ; I then deceived 
iDyfelf: after the total rc^fighation of my heart, 

after 
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after harihg receive^ thy vows, I ^ared to bfe- 
lieve I ftai poffeffed fome virtues uncohneafefl with' 
love; I dared to believe, that filial piety, my at- 
tachment to my country, the fehfe of honour, and my 
jpirpmifes, would at length get the better of a guilty 
paffion. When n^ar thee, wheti in thy afnlis', it was 
thus I thought ; thy love and thy efteem 1 confidered^ 
as the cqrl;^in Warrant of my Virtue ; thy pr^fence de- 
rated me above myfelf ! On leavidg itife^ thou haft 
deftroyed the illufion my tenderneS had created ; I. 
examitied into the depths of my h^art, arid found thee 
only there !— -Life becatne odious and infupportable ; I 
looked forward to the approaching termination of it 
without terrour ;— dedth would Iiave releafed me from 
^n engagement which, though abhorred, yet ftill I re- 
fpefted j^^but an tuiexi)e£ted event fpon decided my 
deftiny. A fquire, difpatched from Albion, arrived, 
to inform my father of /he particulars of the combat^ 
in which he owed his life to the. valour of the moft. 
generduS of F;:ench knights: thy name was not men- 
tioned ; but in the unknowrt perlon who called hinifelf 
the friend of Witikind, iny father eafjy recognifed 
' his owfi deliverer, and my heart could not be miftakeii 
in him. The fquire added, Ait his inafter had r^- 
celvedleveral dangerous wouridis in this combat, lyhichr 
he at firft neglefted • but being opened again, his re- 
covery was noW become doybtful; that this misfor- 
tune, if it did not prove mortal, would at leaft be of long 
continuance, and that the arrival therefore of Albion 
in France would be exceedingly retarded. My father^ 
as he related thefe particulars to me, feemed lefs con- 
cerned at Albion's faW, than touched with gratitude 
at the generofity of Oliver ; and fome words, which he 
let fall, clearly convinced me^that the fecret wiflie^ of 
his heart accorded with mine. It was then that all 
my fcruples vanrflied, or rather that I determined to 
facrifice them* It feemed to me that my lover, in 
having faVed the life of his rival, had releaied me from 
VcTL. Iv I that 
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* that odious engagement which death, without his gc- 
-' nerofity, woyld have cancelled; at leaft I confidered 

that that fublime adiion would juftify all my weak- 
ne(s ; Befides, I thought n^y death near at hand, and I 
was averfe to repulfe the idea which in my own mind 
fenftioned my right to recal you. In the mean while, 
although I had taken my refolutfon, I was yet checked 
and embarraffed upon the choice of the means to 
he employed ill execution of my intentions- When- 
. Zemni and his mother arrived, the accounts I heard 
from them affedted me in a manner which I will not; 
attempt to defcribe. On the very day I wrote the 
letter which I fent by Zemni, — ^he departed with it,— . 
and immediately the hope of feeing thee again re- 

• flored me to life. In fine, Oliver, after all that I 
have endured, and all you have done for me, you are 
no longer entitled to fpeak the cold language of rca- . 
fon ; you are fenfible enough that Cclanira is yours^ 
and that yours only fhe can be.«— Alas ! in giving thee 
my hand, I do not promife thee felicity : is there any 
for fuch as violate their duty ?'— -In uttering thefe 
words, (lie could not fupprefs her tears. As for me, 
who was (truck only by the decifion which crowded all 
my wiflies, and relealed froin a painfiil taik which I 
had impofed upon myfelf, I difcovered, without con- 
ftraint, theexcefs of my gratitude and joy. She thea 
declared flie was determined to marry me, as foon as 
file had recovered her health ; fhe direfted me to feek 
a priefl; who would confent to unitQ us in fecret in the 
place which we were to choofe. She made me give! 

' my word pot to admit any perfon whatever into our 
confidence, promifing to aft with the fame difcretion 
cj[i hef'^ait^ * The friend (hip of Armoflede,' faid 
fhe, * has obtained the fecret of my heart, but I have 
concealed •fn)Yii her my intentions r ^le imagines it is 
impoflible to break my former engagement, andlfuiFer 
her to continue in that errour. The fatal gift of my 
hand would ii6w' prove your deftruftion, Were the im- 
' * . --^^ porta nt 
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portant myftery divulged ; and I ought then to exert 
all my care to conceal il.* 
, ** As fhe finiflied thefe wijrds, we heard a noife , it was 
I Annoflede who came in at that inftaht, and fat down 

upon Celanira's couch. Her prefence, which was fa 
:' trbublefome, and particularly at this moment,- threw 

me into an humour which 1 was unable to reprefs* 
i Armoflede engrofled almoft all the converfation, and . 

' in about half an hour Celanira difmifled me ; I waited 

\ for this with impatience, for being no longer tete-a- 

1 tete with her^ 1 felt an extreme defire to be alonc» 

that I niight meditate without interruption upon all I 
I had juft heard. Before I had fecn Celanira, I had nor 

\ doubt but that fhe had determined to break her en- 

t gagements with Albion, but I had not forefeen fo firm 

I a decifion on her part, and ftill much lefs her refolu- 

[ tion of giving me her hand without delay. I had beca 

capable of generofity when I had only a diftant hope» 
when I conceived it impoffible that Celanira could 
confent to unite her fate with mine before the expira- , 
tion of two or three years ; but the idea of poffeiEng 
her in a few days abfolutely overturned my reafon, and 
t annihilated all my principles. I had now neither - 

forefight, nor difquietude, nor remorfe ; I could only • 
repeat to myfelf— ^^ is mine /-^I eafily found a prieU: 
who confented to marry me in fecret As he had 
I heard of my fuppofed engagement with Armoflede, he; 

I imagined me was the perion I was going to efpoufc 

f I did not undeceive him, but I informed him, that the 

lady, who would not fufFer herfelf to be known, 
would be veiled during the ceremony; he made no 
I difficulty refpeAing what I propofed, and promifed in-* 

I violable fecrecy. Nothing was now wanted but the 

choice of a fpot to which Celanira might repair with 
eafe, and which was inacceffible to lurprife. I re- 
collefted theje was a famous fubtcrraneous paffage 
near Witikind's villa, which communicated with a 
part of his gardcif. Tradition tells us this paflagc 
I aj ferved 
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ferved a& a resd-eatanj^ afylum. to the vl£lims of rdil* 
* gibus perfecution ; many of them am even iqterred 
there, ^t the bottom of this vaft cavern, which is 
beftrewed with revered monuments of the d^d» is an 
antique chapel, in which mafs is ftill celebrated oni:o 
a year> in. commemoration of the faints who inhabited 
the place. Aftef^ having confulted Celanira, I nj^dq . 
choice of this chapel, for it was injpoffible to folem-. 
iiize a fecret marriage at the court j and divis was I . 
^ oMiged to (defer my happinefe for a month, as Gela-. 

• nira could not leave the court till the fpringl; 

*' Before this happy and. loqg-defired moment ar- 
rived^ I had the fatisfatStion to fee Celanira recover 
her health Jn To rapid a mann^r> that flie, was able to 
be prefent at the tournament whicli the entperpr g^ye, 

"* in honour of prinpe Egbert. ■ Celanira^ who received .. 
St courjt the diftinSUon (hown to th0 princeffes, was . 
feated in their terns, to diAribyte with them, tl^e prizes, 
deftihed to the viAora^ Thou wert at that famous fef« . 
rival, 'which was ilkewi£e the peribd of thy difgracc, 
through the innccent, but perhaps too t€;iider concern j 
which queen fiermengarde betrayed for thee, . It was. 
reported, that on giving thee one of. the prices* flic _ 
was heard to fay— ^ £^ con/tant as tbm art valiant J* 
I liftened to the rcnj^rks of calumny and ill will; 1 6b- 
ferved the emperor become uneaiy and agitated; 1 
advifed the^ to avoid the difagrceable publicity of an 
exile, and we found the means of accounting for thy 
precipitate departure; aji4 thou leftedft, the court an. 
hour afterthetournament was finifl)ed. Thoukrtoweft, - 
Ihat, aftcrhaving vanquiflijedOger the Dane, Anailbert, 
and Rotbold, 1 was challengetl by Eginard, who.ad*- 
vanced to maintain, that his lady furpaffed mine in vir- 
tue and beauty, I replied, that this trite challenge . 
came very uniuitably from him to me, becaufe I was 
ignorant of his lady's name, and he was unacquainted 
with mine. ' Beiides,' added I, * thpughl love none 
but her I ferve, yet 1 hoi>ouf her whole fex, and will 

not 
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^not gfvc ofFence to any one of them ; but I maintain, 
Eginard,. 'that you are capable neither of the paflion 
nor the conftancy of which I hive given proof.'— ' 
This reply was much applauded; every eye was turned 
to Armoflede, and afterward diredled to the princefji 
Emma, who was imable to conceal her vexation and 
cmbarraffiiient. Eginard was much enrage(i, and 
combated with extreme pafliqn. 1 dealt him a blow 
• with my lance that made his horfc rear, and throw him 
upon the ground ; but in the fame inftant he arofe with " 
hft arms, and demanded the combat on foot, to which 
by the laws of chivalry he was entitled. At this mo-, 
xnent the emperor gave the fignal for ending the 
f^prts, and we were obliged to retire. Eginard, quite 
exaiperated, accofted me, andfaid, in alow voice— • 
^ I mjuft yield to authority ; but that combat was due 
to me, and I claim it for to-morrow morning, at day- 
break, without witneffes,^ an4 in the cyprefs wood.* 
1 accepted the rendezvous, and I left liim>. to go ani - 
receive from the hands of his lady a golden bracdetji 
which Emma, all pale and trembling, prefented to Hi^ 
c.pnqueror of Eginard with equal anger and vexa- 
tion." 

Oliver was now interrupted by the fquires, who 
brought balkets of fruit arid other refreflxmentsr,. which 
furniflxed the dinner of the two travellers ; and, after 
a fru\ga] meat Oliver refqmed his ftory, as will ap- 
pear HI the n^xt chapter. 
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CHAPTER XX: 



; ^ MONARCH mTHouT PREyubigE^r 

IMeu! que U poUd^ue avilit la-counmne t 
Qiie la probitc fimple honorcroitle trSnc ! 

Si^ge dt Calaii 4e Du Billoy*^ 

A Corse de bienfaits U fut changec. Les coeurs, 
£c let rendaac heuretuc il lesrrendit meilleurs. 

^ Idomence^ de h'm Miir.jie»-" 

*' THOU departedft after the tournament, but the 
fcftival continued more than three hours after, and wis 
terminated by a fplendid repatt, after which prince 
Egbert took leave of the einperour. The latter pre- 
fented him with a magnificent fword — -^ Prince,' . faid 
he, * may this fword be of ufe to you againft your 
enemies ; but notwithftaiicJing the glory which followis 
fuccefs in arms, be always great enough to prefer 
peace to war. You are going to find in jfour own 
dominions all the fatal fee^ of civil difcord ; repel the 
factious by courage, uprightnefs, and clemency ; fuch 
18 true policy. - You have been offended and perfe- 
cutedj.if you be imagined to diflemble, or be confi* 
dered vindidive, you are irretrievably tmdone. Vain 
artifices, deceit, pride, and tlie frivolous and guil- 
ty ambition of defpotic fway, prove the ruin of 
kings« . As for youifelf, prince, you are too well in* 
formed not to know, that the only fovereign whofe 
authority is juft is he who rules in the facred name of 
the law ; that there is neither ability, nor grandeur, nor 
fecurity in commanding ftupid flaves ; ^nd that of all the ^ 
wretches that compofe the degraded nation which fub- 

jcnits 
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mits to- the yoke of tyranny, the moft abfurd and con- 
temptible ot all, is he who governs fuch a people.' 
This difcourfe feemed to make a deep impreffion on 
tlie mind of the young prince, and indeed he has 
hitherto difplayed all the virtues which could be ex-- 
pe^ed in a difciple of Charlemagne (lo). On that 
very evening the emperor, who had been much ftruck 
with the condu6t of queen Hermengarde, and the in- 
telligence he. fuppofed fubfilled between her and thee^ 
was (iefirous of interrogating me on that afiair, and 
commanded me to follow him into his apartment. I 
fpoke to him in the manner we had agreed upon ; and 
if I did not remove, I at lead calmed his uneafinefs^ 
This prince, who is. fo conununicative to thofe he 
loves, unbofomed his heart, and poured forth all his 
domeAic vexations ; he informed me, that he had per- 
ceived the paflion of Angilbert for the princefs Bertha, 
and that of Eginard for Emma. He then aiked me 
feveral queftions relative to Saxony ; upon the difpo- 
fitlons and the force of the rebels ; and, above all, re- 
fpe£ting the character of Ilifka, their leader, the father 
of Ordalia, who had arreiled me, and pronounced my 
condemnation. I informed hfm, that this man ruled 
with defpotic fway 5 that, without talents, or any ex- 
teriour endowments to recommend him, he had gained 
a fupreme afcendancy over the multitude ; but that 
he abufed it with equal violence and cruelty ; that he 
adopted all the odious maxims of tyrants, and parti- 
cularly that which prefcribes reigning by Urrour; a 
reign which is abfolute indeed, but which cannot bo 
of long duration (i i ). * Would you believe,' replied 
the emperor, ' that I. have been advifed to fet a price 
upon the head of this fanguinary man ? I am aware 
that the examples which other governments afford 
feem to fanftion tuch advice, but nothing in my eyes 
can juftify a bafe a£tion. The hand of a fovcreign, 
the difpenfer of favours, is no longer worthy to con- 
fer the prize of virtue, when it promifcs a recoropenfc 

for' 
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for crimes; and Mrhoever infttg^tes a murder is bim^ 
^felf a yilc affafEn.* The emperor afterwanis -^n* 
verfed upon the enterprife which he meditated againfi: 
the revoked Saxons, and v^l^ch he iatended to intruft 
to the care of count Thedenc (i2) ; and he clpfed the 
coaverfation hy confei ring a place upon me, whichha^ 
been long folicited by the moft iilufirious QoUes df the 
court ; an office I had never thopght of obtaining, and 
isrhich attached me immediately: to t|ie emperor's pei^ 
fon. Our converfation was b> (ar prolonged^ that, the 
day b^gan to appear, when the prince dnmiflfed mc^ 
It was then the month of Aprils and yet the cold ws|f 
cxceffively fevered I was leaving ihe emperor ta 
haften to the cyprefs wood, where I was to meet £gi- 
nard. The emperor was ftanding, and walked a 
lew fteps with me, which brought mm near a window 
that looked over a green plat, in which. Emipna^s apart* 
znentSy as well as his own, were fitiu^te. He ca&fait 
eyes acrofs the court, and was furprifed to objfervetha 

Eafs and floweis entirely covered by the fnow« which 
td fallen during the night. I advanced to th^ 
window, and iaw the emperor ftart and turn paVe, he 
continued looking at the apartments of £mma, aad 
turning my eves that way, what w?5 my furprife to 
defcry diiifinwy upon the ffight of fteps the princes 
and Egtnard ! I immediately i^nade a movemei^t to 
withdraw ; but Charlemagne, without uttering a word^ 
held me by the hand ; his own hand trembled, and 
there was* fomething terrible in the alteration pf hi& 
countenance ; I participated the painful feelings cff 
his heart, and with great emotion was witnefs to the 
ftrange fcene which 1 am now going to relate. -Egi- 
nard and the prhicefs looked at the ^ow with which 
the garden was covered, and feemed td deliberate 
upon the fteps they ihould take. Thou muft recoUeft 
that this enclofure, which is Surrounded with a high 
wall, is fet apart ^ a garden for the emperor and 
f rinceffes, inio which men are never admitted, un- 

Ids 
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lefe. m tlie emperor's fuke. The princefles, as well 
as himfelf^ have the keys of the fojaJl outlet of the 
enclbfure through which Eipma bad admitted her " 
lovei:, in order tp avoid meeting any of the houfehold. 
^ut the fno\jr, vyhich t<)tally covered the ground, thjiqw 
an obflacie inlhehr way, asunforefeeg as difttefllngir— 
. the emperor, wheirhe a^rofe, might perceive the tracks 
of a man's foot in this retired fpot. SucTi were the 
apprdienfions,. which the gefture and embarraffmeot of 
E^ma feenied perJeftlt weli' to bejfeak. Hbv^'ever 
there was np time to lole, and it wa^ neceflary to de- 
termine what to do without dfelay. The princefs, who 
had reflected a mojnent, feemed to have found out an 
expedient, which fhe earneftlv propofed, apd to which. 
Eginard obje<5led; fhe ilill innfted, and he a^peareAta 
yield, and^ on a fudden, (lie came down the flight of 
fteps; EginJlrd followed her, but flopped on thelaft' 
ftep but one; Emma advanced before, hipi", after 
having defcended the whole flight, fhe turned her 
back^ and received Eginard upon hipr {houlders ; then, 
with a ftaggering pace, and almoft finking under her 
burden, fhe went down the row of fycamores, which 
led to the door of the garden- At the fight^ of thig| 
the emperor let fall his arm by whiqh he. held minev 
and leaning againft the wall, covered his face witfi 
both his hands ; a moment after he withdi^ew from-the 
window, and threw himfelf into an arm-chair. He- 
called to me, and made figns for me to fi^ by him. 
He continued filent, but I could perceive, by the red-^ 
nefs and the expreflion of his countenance, ih^ his^ 
refleiftions had revived aU the anger which hi? tender- 
licfs had for a wjiile abated. At length, he faid, 
• Oliver, I have been able tp prefeyve* myfelf froi^ 
the abfurd prejudices, wJiich education* and flattery, 
and pride inflil into the minds of fovereigns ; he ww 
along of all our kings, fincc. the firft fuccefTprs of 
Oovis, admits the people to the legiflative affemblios j, 
he who in his diftribution of rewards aixd emj^oyments 
1 5, m 



I7t THEK4IGHTSOF 

in the fchools of national education to merit and vir- 
tue, without having regard to defccnt, often affixes 
public ccnfurc to the heir of a great nobleman, and 
croM^ns his competitor, the fon of a fimplc artizan ; 
he who in the literary academy, which h(5 has founded, 
hai difclaimed all particular attention to hitnfelf ; he 
trho fomc n\onth$ ago was folicitous to .marry bis 
daughter to one of his fubje<Ss ; that man, I fay, has 
fufficiently proved, that he places no value upon birth;, 
therefore the motives of my anger are juft, and 
founded in rcafon. The unworthy feducer of my 
idaughtcr owes foe every thing ; his education, his fot- * 
tunc, and even bis exiftence. You know, Oliver, that 
I faved his life in battle ^t rifk of my own. Tell me, 
Oliver, what punifhment fuch ingratitude deferves,?*" 

* The Hioft feverc, feignior, if it were poflible to- 
bring him to juftice/ — * And why not give up a cri- 
minal to the rigour of tlie laws?'— < But the reputation 
ef the princef^f Bcfides, feignior, you are offended; 
and do tiot imagine that your indignation and anger 
will in no wife influence the judgment of the tribunal ? 
No, Charlemagne, when irritated, cannot demand juf- 
tice : for the caufe of the offender will neither be fuf- 
tained with fpirit, nor judged with impartiality. 
Hence, feignior, a prince ought never to feek for le- 
gal rediefs; hence fliould he (as you have hitherto 
given an example) puniflb the crimes which concern 
the flate or the interefts of fociety, and pardon all per- 
fonal injuries/ — * Thus then,' rqjlred Charlemagne, 

* muft a prince be always outraged with impunity r— 
•• Ah> 'feignior,' anfwered I, * the greater number of 
men arefo much intereftedin pleafing him, that when 
Ae ftate is in tranquillity he has more reafon to be in 
4read of flattery than outrage. Is k not juft' that he, 
who is liabk to be offended by madmen only, flioulH 
ht always ready to pardon V\ The emperor made no 
teply, and it was impoffible to divine what fentiments 
jtt'Qvaikd in his mind.. After fome moments of gloomy 

iilcncc> 
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filence, he took an inkftand, and began writing : he 
fealcd up the note, and giving it to me, faid-— * There, 
Oliver, take that note to Eginard.'. The order threw 
me into fuch embarraffmept, that I could not avoid ac- 
knowledging to the jcmperor I had received a chal« 
lenge from Eginarfr and was going to fight with him. ^ 

* Y ou muft be fenfible; feignior/ faid I, * that if this 
note be the decree of his ruin, it would be dreadfid^ 
for him. to receive it from the hand of his enemy ; 
and on the contrary, feignior^, fhouTd'it contain his 
pai:don, I cannot be the bearer of fuch a note to the • 
man who expedls me with the defire of taking away 
my life ; he would think perhaps/ that I liad been fo- 
licitihg this commiffion in order to avoid ihe combat, 
for certainly in fuch cafe he would abjure his* refent- 
ment againft me/—* It is fufficicnt,' faid the emperor, 

* I conceive your reafonsy and approve them. Give. 
me back the note, and* go, Oliver, wh^re honour calls 
you ; I ought no- longer to detain you*' I now with- - 
djew, and repaired, without delay, to the cypr^fs 
wood. I there found Eginard ; we 'retired into the- 
thickeft part of the grove, and drew our fwords upon 
each other ; but fcarcely had the combat began than • 
we heard a flight noife, and fufpendedour blows ; we - 
determined on removing farther> but what was our ' 
furprife when, at the coraer of a walk, we found - 
ourfelves within ten paces of the emperor! We re- 
mained without motion, when the prince^ with a fe- 
vere and majeftic countenance, accofted Eginard, and 
gave him a paper. -' Read:^; this note,* faia he, < aiid ' 




open ; as foon^asiie caft hi^ eves upon the firft line^ 
he grew pale, and ftaggered; no we very he ran over - 
with precipitatfon the whole letter, and all on a fud- 
den fainted away at the emperor's feet. Charle- 
snagae withdrew himfelf abruptly ; I foon loft fight of 

him. 
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huB, and found m^rfelf .alone with Eginard, who ftiH 
lay oo the ground in a fiate of infenfibiHty. J lifted 
him up, axM laid him o& aifeat of grafs ; be recovered, 
the ufe of bis fenfes, and p^ceaviiig that I held him 
in my arras, he embracedine, and burA mto a iBood of 
tears. The note the emperor had given him was 
lying on tbe ground ; he picked* it up, and requefljed 
lie.to.pemfe it : it was expreS^ nearly in thefe terms : . 

* I did not retire to re^ )aft nigbt, which I pafled 
widi OKvcr in my chamber. I know all— e- 1 (aw 
every thing, from the window of the clofct in \^hich I / 
pafied the night. In the firft moment of furprife and 
ind^nation, 1 heard ftom the lips of Oliver every 
thing that could, difpofe my heart to clemency.— p 
ara your fovereign; your benefaftor, 1 was your 
friend-^judge then !■ I could have honoured myMf 
. in having a virtuous, Ibn-in-law, whatever had been 
his birth ; I fhould have publicly celebrated the nup- 
tials of my daughter with Oliver,— —but I will never 
acknowledge for my fon the man who has violated 
the moft facred duties of probity and gratitude.^— 
However, I give my confent to your fecret union with 
my daughter,, and i order you both not to defer it. 
I difcharge you from the office you held uiidcr me, 
hut X have aoubled tine falary I had given you. Re- 
:inain at court, fee me only in 'public, make Emma 
happy, and in time you may regam my eftccm and^ 
fricn<ubip(i3^.* . '' 

'f Thjs magnanimous-letter had all the cfie<St upon 
Eginaid. and Emma that it- was^calculated to pro- 
ducc ; the felicity they enjoy, their cpnduft, and^eir 
gratitude, now recompenfe the emperor for his cle- 
mency and generofity." 

Oliver here terminated bis narration, which he re* 
fumed &€ f<^owing (feiy, in thefe terms ;-—- 
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CHAPTER XXL 



A CLANDESriifE MARRIAGE. 

• . • • I • • • • • The tmAs% 

And inpiittinenUl caTca>of death, look cold^ ; 
i^)d ihoot a chiUnefs tq .my tremUing \^^9fim 

«<CEL antra's hcalthteipg nowperfefyy recover- 
edi fhe retired ioto the countiy : it was towards die end 
of the month of May; when, crowned with fuocefs^ 
and intoxicated with love and delight,. I follo\ved hep 

^ three days after. I lodged the prieft I had- procured,* 
in a cottage, ' hard by the fubterraneous cavern of 
which I have fpoktsn. This immenfe grotto has two 

» out-lets, which ve never clofod; the one lead? into the 
open country, and the other communicates withWiti- 
k^ind's houfe, through ^ fpajcious meadpv^, which be- 
longs to the manfion, and is a^acent to the garden. 
I agreed with the prieft, tjiat he fhould enter by the 
former pafi^ge, and ^be r,eady at the chapel at t\velve 
o'clock at night. At t^, I took the by-road, \^ich 
leads to.one of the gates of ^i^itikind^s garden ; I'was. 
in poffeffipn of the key ;' I- entered, ai>d, faftening the* 
door after me, Il^aftened along thfc Lindenrtr^je waJk ; 
.at the end of which I perceived the Kttte pavilion, 
where Celanir^ was waiting for me. I was enchanted 
at feeihg a light in, the lower rooig ; I <tew to the daft 
door, which was left half openc<fc apd wasitiffehtTy at' 
Celanira's feet. The moment fhe f^w me, fhe en- 
deayouxed to rife from her feat; her ftrength foiled 
|)er> fb,e funk again upon the chair > andi^etched out 
' hcf 
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her arms towards me. * OCelanira/criedl, *^ am then 
io call thee mine !' At thefe Words ihe ftarted, and I 
perceived a tear trickle down her cheek. I began to 
urg&all that the moft pairK>natelove could infpire; her 
tears ceafed to flow ; (he liftened to me in (Ilencej and,, 
looking at me ftcdfeftly, flie aafwered only with fighs» 
I was too welLacquainted with her delicacy and virtue^ 
not to read with great eafe all that pafled in her foul; 
and to be perfuaded, that at this inftant her breaft was^ 
a prey to the keeneft remorfe, I bad forefcen this 
painful ftruggle, but had flattered myfelf, that love, 
which had triumphed over her fcrupies, would fooa 
completely annihilate them* Befides, having for more^ 
than a month paft been intoxicated with the certainty- 
of poflTefling the adored objeft of all the wifhes of my 
heart, no other idea could combine itfelf with this pre^ ' 
dominant one. I had, before that period,^ loved her 
for herfelf only ; but, fince then, my paflion growing 
more violent and lefs tender, had loft much of its. ge- 
nerofity, and was become, unbridled madnefs ; and 
I fliould have been lAterly. incapable of facrificing to- 
her rcpofe the happinefs me had given me hopes of en- 
joying. I prefled her to leave the pavilion, and to wait 
the arrival of the prieft in the garden. She confented ; 
we left it; and, having crofTed the parterre, we entered 
the great row of chemut-trees, I was feized with in- 
expreflible ti-anf ports, when I found myfelf in the fame 
walk, where, eight months before, 1 had been com- 
pelled to reprefs and difiemble thofe fentiments which. 
I was now allowed to indulge without conftraint. I 
flopped, and preffed her to my heart, on the fame fpot 
where I had once excited her diftruft and anger by 
having ventured to propofe flackening our pace !--^ 
At the end. of the walk, we took the road to the poplar 
wood, which- brought us nearer the cavern ; and, 
making choice of the thickeft part of the grove, we fat 
. down upon a rocky feat, covered with mofs, of whick 
this place abounds. The exgefs of my joy^ thedcr 
' Criuio^ 



Krkim of my happinefs, had infenfibly calmed the r^- 
morfe of the timii and feeling Celapira, Sheanfweri^i 
me. Every momeat added a new charm to the expreffion 
of her tendernefs, when, all on a fuddea, the heavens 
^ere dvercaft in a furprifihg manner : to the cleai*e(t 
ijioon-light fucceeded die deepeft glpom of darknefs^ 
The terrified Celanira tpok refuge in my arms. * O my 
friend^' cried fhe with a faukering voice, * the day ott 
which I hung my ofFerings upon the tree I had con- 
secrated to thee, a ftorm like this penetrated my foul 
' with terrour ! Yes, Heaven condemns my love, anddif- 
allows pur unfon ! that menacing thunder aonounceji. 
its vengeful anger.-^O, it is ftill time,, Oliver, take 
pity on my difniay, my remorfe !— this dreadful re- 
morie, which, is^ infiirmountable, and purfues me even 
in thy arms [ O, refiore Celanira to virtue, to her fa- 
ther } repair my imprudence, expiate my weaknefs by 
thy own courage and generofity [^ This difcourle 
made me fliudder, without moving me : I recalled witi 
vehemence to her mind- our interview, in which flic 
herfelf had fixed our deftinv. * Alas ! * faid flie, « was 
r then, raiftrefs of myfelf ? t was feeing you again after 
a long abfence ! But it is all over,' continued flie ; * in 
vain do I look upon the abyfs which I myfelf have 
prepared ; no fuccpuring hand will fnatch me front 
• deftrudlion i"^ Thefe laft words mfpired me with fuch^ 
' madnefs and defpair, that I was tempted'to put an end 
to my life, and immolate myfelf at her feet. T broke 
out into fuch fury, that her fole care was now to calm 
me. At firft^ flie only replied with fobs, a^fterwardt 
riirowing her arms about my neck, * Fardon me,* 
{aid fhe, * paidbn the laff ftruggles of this vanquiflicd 
heart; henceforth thy fpoufe ihall feel but one fole 
duty — that of making thee happy, < Come, ' continued 
flie, * it is midnight ; my vain alarms are difpelled ; 
love has reftored me all my refotution, and will be able 
to preferveit.* As flie thus fpoke, fhe could fcarcely 
fuppoit herfelf OA hejc trembling legs: I. took her in 

* my 
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my arms, and hurried her a.wav out of the woo<f. We 

were guided foldy by the flafhes of Imhtning, which 

from time to time gave me a glimple of Celai^ira : 

,ihe was pale^ didie veiled, agitate|l with convulfive 

movemehts, and looked expirmg !- Arrivmg at the 

entrance of the cavern, I gave three k;nocks, as 
I had agreed with die prieft. In a minute, after, 
we perceived him at the bpttom of the grot ; be held a 
flighted t(Orch in his-hand. At thjis moment, I covered 
Celanira with a veil, which almoft iutirely cpnceafed 
her, but did not impede her fight ; and we walked 
flowly towards the torch^ which ferved to gtiide our 
fteps. After proceeding a Ktd'e wajr, Celanira obferved 
the tombs which were difperfed in the cavern ; (he 
fhuddered, and paufed a moment : * Tuft heaven,'*, faid 
fhe, with a tone of vpice that chilled mv heart, * yo^ 

arc leading me into the abodes of death [^ ^I had 

defcribed this cavern to her ; and, although ftie. had 
never been in it, fhe had heard merition of it a thpu- 
fand times ; but (he wa^ now fo overcome with terrour> 
that all remembranqe was efiaced from her niind, ejc- 
cept fuch as tended to increafe her remorfe and difmay- 
I made no reply ; and fhe proceeded forwards. When 
we were near the prieft, and at the very fteps of the 
^Itar, fhe loploed about, and, obferving a fepulchre of a 
larger fize than the reft, which was. placed at the t 
bottom of the chapel: * Oliver,' faidfhe, * where is 

the nuptial altar ? I fee only a tomb/ ^There was 

fpmething fo ftriking 'u^ thefe words, that they made a 
fuperftitious impref&on upon niy hecirt, from which my 
reafon was unable to fcreen it ! However, I ppinted 
out the prieft and .the altar taCdanira ; we both knelt 
down, and the cereinony began. I could perceive^ 
frona her ajgitation, that fhe wep t ■ I held ber cold 
and treipbung hand, and feveral times fheprefted 
Daine^. and I remarked with pleafure, that her extreme 
attention to the ceremony had reftored her itm great 
m.qafure to herfelf.. She replied vitb a firm voice to 

.the 
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the interrogadons <tf the prieft ; but f^aroehad ^wt 
uttered the (acred words lyhich for ever uiuted ijb 
<iog«ther, than the wax-taper, the only light tp^ehadm 
the fpacioQs cavern, which ihe prieft had placed upon 
^he afjkar, was fuddemy eKtinguifhed, and we vftrel^^ 
in tot4 darknefs^ ^\) Godi^ cried Gelanira, in a 
dolorous toi^e 9f voice, *^ what a horrible preftige!**— » 
She could fay no m.ore, but fell fenfelefs into my arms. 
What I then felt is not to be eKprcfled; the words 
fhe had littered as we <ame into the cfav^m^ and ap^ 
proached the altar, returned to my Blin4; d^d I 
thought fee had'expirdd.-'-— 'JDetermined not to Airvivfe 
lier longer thao was neceffary to, obtain the full certi^, 
tude of my mifery, I reniaineq motionlefs till the prieft, 
' who w^'s provided with the pix)per kiiplements, had 
ftricken a light, and re^kindied the taper. Immediately 
on At appearand of light, Oelanira ^^ed ; and, be« 
ing aflbred of her exiftenee, aU my Skboding pr^sfend^ 
meats at once fuhfided, and I was po&fled but of on> 
fek i4ea only-— that of the deftiny of Celanira ^in^ 
irrevokftbly united with mine. I haftened to convey 
hei- out of the grotto ; the open air quickly rcAored tht 
«fe of her fenfds ; the ftorm was over, Ae weatiier bcs 
c^me calm and ferepe,' and the moon andflars fhed 
Ae fofteft luftre over the whole profped. We were lA 
tkit hieadow^ at a hundred paces from the caver^^ 
wheil Celanir^, with feeble and tendw voice, prb^ 
nounced my nanae. I laid her down at A^ foot of a * 
wiHow : * O Celanira !* cned I, * remove the veil that 
covers thy head ; O let me 'l^in behold the loved 
countenance of my wife ; we are for ever united to* 

Ether; and, fmce the moment of ourynion, my eyes 
ve not yet met thine ! * — At thefe words, flic took off 
her veil, .and difcovered her charming face. I gazed 
at her, as if it had been the firft time I had feen her ; 
I contemplated with extatic delight that enchanting 
. countenance, repeating to myfelf, * 'Tis dlanira^ ^tismy 
fpoufilmmm^^xX tQ tlus cxtacy fttddenly,.fucceeded the 

moft 
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iB|oftaffliAxDgdif<)uietude;'I hddfaerhand^y which were 
buoung hot> and^flie complained of the cold >^ I knew 
fhe had a fever ;. I inftandv carried her to the paviliom 
where my alarms hiereafed, whealobferved by the 
light the e^fitreme rednefs of her face, and the wiidnefa 
of herlooks.-*She was grown delirious ;^fhe aiked me 
.whence ihe came, and did-not ntte^a fingl^ word but 
what pierced me to the foul. My iituation was truly 
dreadful ; it was- impoflible^o leave her alone in that 
condition ; and-, by remaining 'with her tw© or three 
hours longer, we might have been fui-prifed by her 
women. In about half an. hour, however,. her lenfes 
returned ; I feized that moment to engagp her to take 
fome reft, of which {he ftoodin great need. *I led her. 
to her chambei:, and retired without loiing anytime^. 

^ Permit me, my dear Ifambar^," faid^liver^ ** here * 
to leave oflF my fad narration. — What I have ^ow to 
relate is of fo fatal a nature, that I fhall be under the 
neceffity of taking breath, and arming^nyfelf with new 
force, to be abieto continue the deplorable tale.'' On 
faying, this,.. Oliver arofe- Kambard, deeply a£Fe<5led, 
accompanied him in iilence. The two knights, who 
were at the border of. a^fmall wood, re-mounted their 
fieeds, and rode into it ; they proceeded but flowly f 
Oliver was' loft in thought; arid Kambard, . who was 
' a little behind him, converfed in' a low voice with 
5!>mnv When they arrived at the verge of the wood^ 
they heard the found of a^ bag-pipe, and, xjuickly aftes 
that, a foft and tender voice, which fun^, * with grace 
and precifion, the verf(^||i^hich.areiQund in thefoUow^ 
mgchapter* 



CHAP- 



THBSWAW. 'fljr 



CHAPTER XXIi; 



A MEEriNG. 

Je ne in< ffitt* poiht d^ToJir en cet afite- 
Renoehire I'e parfsut bonheur, 
U n'cft point retir^ dans Ic fond d*iin bocagc ' 
U eft encore molna -chei les row,. 
11 n*eft pa» m^e c)ler It fige : 
De cette courte vie il n*^eft point le partage^ 
II y faut renoncerj mas en pent qtiel^uefbii ^ 
Embrsfler au. raoint ion image*. 

VoLTAitc; 

O I bienheureux celm qoi pent de fa mlinoirc • • 
Effacer pouff'j«nai«'efc vaiit efpoir de gloire 
' Dom Tinutile (bin traverfe nos piaiiirs I 

Racait* 

ISAMBARD, cafting his eyes around, perceiveda 
young fhepherd' fitting at the foot of an oak, thirty^ 
paces off. He fat in fnch a manner, that hi« face could 
nptbefeen; he had the bagpipe in his hand, upon 
which he had been juft playing, and he funjg a baUad, 
the burden of which has been handed dowa to our 
own days. — ^But here ait the old words : 

ROMANCE.' 

IAIR.—Z>« Z)«««.l ^ 

TO be trealed like a baby ! 

Sure> no greater /torment can be : : 

. "tliiiVs my defptratm* Bis^ 
But old^TSme movea bni though /low ; 
} Aait d»Iy older grow : 
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\ jyo}ni and Li^i, vnth difdainy 
Thtow i^kj pofeys back again ! 

Tliat*s 111'^ /f^cr^rvir* 
Yet, hd^ i^ge t ;^J^ ^!tejlv4w^ 
Sylvan to partake their fporc t 

. Tbat> my f«»/^/iD«^ 

At a wake> Aey foeering fay} 
«• ScJidJtoil 4Hy boy *way s. •' 

Tkit'fqiy4^4fto 
ButCHLOJCf i^rti^a^akibiwectj 

Lets sic bitcjt ajt her feet : ' .^ 

:]phat>Aiy <a)^^j«fi4 

When Jricxt ch^^ii^t to bft mi^ 
Chloe bJoihei|««-lM^^ 4 Ugh t 

That*i my de^tratkih 
Happy Iphit l«i^yet tlie fafar 
T«ieg.|oJk«att«levV7WliArtfs . 

TtoVsny ivM^yM|b 

MTImh IpHIa chants in yonder dale^ 
€hloe*s melted by the tale : 

f IH w3bftti^tti,<^f l|w Uift, 
t^iiiCfkiabaloiyhi'V^ 

Tbal*ai]^c«fjjl{^r2Mp^ - 

i' . . ■ ' ' ' 

.«*»«» fitff. *Uli^hef h«|u1| 

;^q|pt*t my iUlj^4tk$i 
Yet Chl^ trvml^s^ if f^ fef 

Tiaf^i tttf ionfiUtmu 

Ifambard was, mwch pteajed with tKe fong ; he was 
defirous to fee the wung flaephexd; be. drew near him, 
and was highly delighted widi Ijiis p^fon, a^d counte- 
naoce. Xbfi ihep^d ^:«cefed ms queftions with 
<• graceful 
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graceful poUtenefi, and invited him to reft himfcd^^t 
his tnafter's ccXUige, wbi^h wa$^not five hundred paces 
from the fpoti A^ the day ak^adv began to decline^ 
Ifcimbard eaiily prevailed ow hi« triend. to accept thd 
invitation ; the lh^[Aerd xoUeftcd. hfc goate togeUiftr^ 
• which were browfing in the A^ocidv he* then ttxric the 
road to the houfei and the knighta fbllovred him« 
They foqn catpe in fighi of the cottage, which wis 
flmate on the fpacious ki^^, and made Jiart fAw& 
ex:tenfive garden,' which wa^s filled: with flowers^ curi* 
o«8 ihruBf, ^Bid fruMrces, aijd fvarrounded by a firaple 
hedge of eglan^ne. The ftiepherd condudled the 
knights into this rui*al ahc^e, ^he infide of which fur- 
prifed them by its tafte and "elegance : the hali was 
mtirely lined With whi|te marble ; at thq bottom of the 
room, oppoCte tKq, entrance, ap}^eared a laige alle- 
goric picture, rej)refenting wiCiom trampling upon 
the attributes of love, and . tearing herfelf from the 
iarras of glory to fly to thofe of peace and virtue, 
which feemed to invite her to fellow thenii On one 
fide of the pi(9ture was hung- a trophy bf rufty artnour, 
and on the other a riband lufpended a lute, a fcrip, a 
crook, together with fdhe garden tobls of exquifite 
workmanfhip. In the trophy of annfi^ Ifambard 
looked for the ^vice of the fliieWi bi»t it Was ef- 
faced. " My mafter," faid th^ygungihtpijerd, " is 
not yet returned from the fieldsj but ne Will quickly * 
come back with his {heet> ; I beg, feignior, you will not' 
fpeak to him of the baUad yoq heard me fing, for \ 
compofed it without hiis knowledgev'* ** AM why/* 
-replied Ifambard, *« would ^not you'have him know 
it?" "Ah! feigniorj" returned hi> ♦•the fong contains 
my own ftory -^ and that Iphis of whom it makes 
mention is my mafter."-7-" How \ your raafter is your 
rival ?" « He declares himfelf not to be in love, but 
the contn-iry is very apparent." . «* Your mailer then 
is called Iphis ?— ra name truly as paftoral as the cot- 
rage is romantic." " Gh yes, my. raafter is fond of 

fuch 
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fnch kind of names : Chloe -wa^ called Nanette, but 
be will have her to be Cbloe ; and to me he gives die * 
name of Sylvan.— —But hufti 1 !• think I hear him." 
At thefc words the two knights, whofe curiofity arid 
aftbnifliment every moment increafed, heard the found 
of a flagelet.—** It is he," fald Sylvan ; *« he is leading 
fais.iheep to the fold; prefently he will repofe himfefi ' 
bdide yonder fountain, and fing; he does not then 
love to be interrvipted, but when the fong is over we 
will meet him.*/ In- a few minutes theimghts heard a 
ftrong voice, but fome what hoarfe, which fung the 
fcdlowing ftanzas : 

SONG. 

YES ! in this folitudc*s fequefterM fcene. 
My woes and troubles I, at tength| (hall tlofc s 

Forget tlut I hare erer haplefs been } 
And paffl my days to cotne ijri Toft repofe* 
Haral Ktreat 1 
. So calm, ibfweet! 
Theo wiltYeftore my peace of mbd» -> 
ify future bljfsy 
... And happinefr* 
I in my ilocki and thee ihall find^ 

No miore my roving fafcinittd eye 
la martid g\arf wonted charms (hall find $ 
The Uopdy wfeadit of boa(lful viaory. 
No more (haU J»«rt*feaGeful templet bind* 

Rttial retreat^ leCk 

IMrold of «are, and free from fidfe alanat» 
rU henceforth only live to V« t » i dear t 

The ^9 of waiwthe dang of claihing arms, 
VnmoVd, unftartledx I iball henceforth hear. 

Runil retreat, &c. 

Ev'n .TMOv«-tfaat o*er my voy'ge of life has (hed 
Such deadly tempefb, in thy cruel (port, 

IfOva ! I no more thy xuthlefs fury dread ; 
My Huff, at laft, is (afely moorM in port. 

* Kural retreat, dec. 

The 
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The oaths* Mlacioitsy of th* ungntefttl Fair 
N,^ Shall meet oblivion tn chefe happy pbdns ; 

Her broken vows no more fliaU yield defpiirs 
For$otf alike^ her favaars and difdains* 

Rural retreat^ Sec* 

' No more my heart ihall wailing grief invade $ 
My plaintive reed no more exprefe my i^rongi s 

Ko-^-Fm re£}lvM---AMiNT A>"fatthlelii m«d^ 
Shall be no more the hurden of my fongs. • 

Rural retreaty Scu ■" 

Pegured A mmu ! lighter than the breece-^ 
Ifo more thy flave, I fpurn my former iJame $ 

- rNo qnure the hiiisy and dalesj and tufted trees 
Shall echo hack, as crft, Aminta'a name, 

. Rural retreat>^c« 

Ho more, as erft, tracM by a faithful blade * 

And ftedfaft hand, upon the beech*s rind 
' Shall If h n* and Am i n t ▲ *3 name* be read, 
- In one fweet cypher artfully entwined. 

Rural retreaty ^c 
Ere while, my mental <ye, milled by Love, 
Had imi dear i^iajge ever in its, light j 

Met her in ev*ry glade, in ev*rygrove 3 
Saw her by day, and drcam'd of her by night* 

Rural retreat* tsc* 
Before the dawn^ my aU-confuming flame 
I daily painted, at Amintf s feet : ' 

.And, when the jtardy. footed evening eame 
I— only could the am'rosis tale repeat! - 

Rural retreat, icc$^ 
I faid— I fwore, I would forget the maid 
Who broke the fwcetcft knot, that e'er was tied-* 

I fwore— but ah ! my oaths were foon betray *d— 
My heart informM me— that my lift had Jicd ! 
Rural retreat 1 
So calm, fo fwdet ! 

- Canft thOu my peace of mind reftore ? 

, Ah ! no t my trouble 
Is only double ! 
Is happinefs for me no more f 

Utrt 
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Here theroicfc c^ed to be hcatd; Sylvan invited 
the kniglits to come- to bis mallei-, and he led then\ 
into the orohatd : they entered a vine-covered walk, 
at the end of which they perceived the fh^t>hcrd care- 
Jcfsly extenfted upon the grafs. Ifambard, impatient 
to fee this curieus perfonage^ quickened his llep ; and 
when he was within a few paces of him — "What do 
I fee !'* faifcl he ; ** it- is Oger the Dane !'* At this 
dwiaroation, Oger (for it vwts really he) arofe, ^ 

and ran to embrace the two knights :■ " Seig- 
nior," faid he to Oliver^ " we have not met flnce the ^ 
tournament which Charlemagne gavte tO'prince Egbert, i 

and in which you overcame me^ at that- period I 
quitted the court, deteftihg mankind and the world, 
curfmg women, and renouncing love, war, and fo- ^ 

ciety: I came and took up my abode, here^ and doubt- 
icfs here I fliall peaceably finifti my career." " I will 
not anfwer for that," returned liambard, " for the 
verfes we have juft heard announce nfeither a warrior 
weaned from glt>ty, ftor a fwaincured of love." At u 

thefe words, Oger heaved a figh ; and changing the ' 

convcrfation, he preflfed the knights to inakfe fome 1 

ftay with himj and they accepted his invitaUon, , 

for the reft of the day and part of the morrow. 
. Oger, a warrior and f hilofopher, a romantic lover ' 

and faithful friend, fuH of generofity and franknef^i 
was endowed with fuperiour talents ; but his imagina- 
tion was too lively^ and his heart too tender, to aHow 
his condudi to be alway^cohfift^nt with his knov^ledge | 

and his princit)les : he eafily ran into extremes, and ^' 

would frequently give up his moft favourite purfuit 
with an aftonifliing degree of levity ; governed by his 
feelings, and the ntft movements of ms paflions, his i 

min^ and refleSion eafily convinced him of the errours . i 

into which he had fallen, but never ferved to preferve ' 

him from them. He was eafy, without being weak ; 
there was no way of fubduing him but by enthuliafm ; 

he 
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he could be hurried away, but never led. Though an 
ardent admiref of talents and arts, yet frivolous pur- 
fuits had too much influence upon him : he was natu- 
rally difpofed to be enamoured with virtue ; yet vice, 
when concealing its perverfenefs under an original and 
interefting form, could, for a feafon at leaft, captivate 
and fubdue him. Full of difcernment, when his ima- 
gination was cool, he had hone of the prejudices of 
the age in which he lived ; he always thought with 
profundity, and often a£ted with giddinefs. In fine, 
not withft audi ng thefe irregularities^ he was beloved : 
it was impoffible not to think him amiable^ and even 
attraf^ive; becaufe he ever difplayed fenfibility and 
uprightnefs of mind, and was poUeffed with a fund 
of gaiety, which his paffions and vexations were never 
I able to deftroy. He had always been much attached 

to Ifambard, whofe difpofition fuited him better thaa 
that of Oliver. Ifambard longed with impatience 
to queftion him upon his adventures : Oger, on hi» 
part, wiflied to have fome private coiiverfation witli 
^ him ; and as the unhappy Oliver arofe very late, and 

L Ifambard*s cuftom was to rife with the fun, they made 

^ an appointment for the next morning at feven. At the 

I hour agreed upon, Ifambard repaired to Oger's clofet 5 

L and Oger, confenting to gratify the curiofity of Ifam- 

[ bard, related his fmgular ftory in the following 

1 manner :— ^ 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



rHE HISTORY OF OGER THE DANE. 

Pianger de* quel che gia (la fatto fervo 
Di due vaghi occhi e d*una bella treccia; 
Sotto cul fi nafconda un cor protenroy 
Che poco puro abb'ia con molta feccia 
Vorria 11 miser fuglre 5 ct come cervo 
Ferito» ovumque Va porta la freccia. 
Ha di fe fteflb e del fuo amof vergogna 
Ki Tofa dire ! e in van fanafli agogna. 

L'AriosTx. 

" YOU have been the wltnefs, my dear Ifambard, 
of fome of my follies, but you are but little acquainted 
with what gave them birth ; and fmce you are defirous 
to know the real motives which induced me to abandon 
the fword, at)^ retire from the converfe of mankind, I 
muft give you fome idea of my difpofition, my opinions, 
and my errours, and of cpurfe I am going to. relate the 
whole ftpry of my life. 

** I was born in the reign of the fage Sigefroy; I re- 
ceived my education at an ancient caftle far diflant 
from the court, aitd my father, who was the moft learned 
man of his time in Denmark, was my fole preceptor. 
From my tendereft infancy I difplayed a ftrong paflion 
for glory ; that is to fay, for war ; for in the age in 
which we live, thefe two id6as unhappily are infepar- 
able : but my father re6lified them in giving me the de- 
finition of true valour: // /i, faid he, virtue combating for 
jujiice*. This maxim 1 have ever endeavoured to make 

* This is the fine defimtion whiOi the ftoics gave of couragCt 

the 
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the rule of my condua Sigefroy drew my father from 
bis folitude, called him near his perfon, and made him 
his minifter. Denmark applauded his choice, and an 
pearedfenfible of the rare felicity of being governed by 
a good kmg, and a virtuous and enlightened minifter I 
was then fixteen years old; in a few months after I 
heard of the war between Charlemagne and Didier 
kmg of the Lombards. Didier appeared in mv eve« 
unfortunate and opprefled. I obtained permiifion to 
,efpoufe his caufe, and repaired into Lombardy ^14.) 
1 made my firft effay in arms with prince Adaleife wh« 
wasthen but feventeen years of age. You haveheard" 
Ifambard, that at the beginning of a battle, I had the 
audacity to challenge Charlemagne j he demanded of 
me my name ; that name, faid I, is yet unknown, but 
It depends upon you, my lord, to reuder it renowned 
if you accept my challenge. Well, replied Gharle! 
magne, I accept it; and advancing forwards,* he quitted 
the ranks, and came towards me with his lance in, 
its reft. The combat began; but hzZ ZT io 
come to blows, when Adalgife, followed by a party o£ 
foldiers, fell upon Charlemagne, and giving hm a 
thruft of his lance on the fJe, threw fim fpon the 
ground. The army, impelled by juftrefentment, ruflied 
to his aid, but could not have hindered him from beinc 
taken prifoncr, had the treachery of Adalgife and hif 
unmanly companions been feconded by me Tranf 

''k-^a '^•'u u'S^' l^T '^""^ ^'°°f v^'* one hand! 
whilft with the other I affifted Charlemagne to rife, 
on feeing die hero upon his. feet again, tSey took to 
flight and dragged away Adalgife !y force, who not 
haying been able to affaflinate his enemy, was no?; 
going to lay violent hands upon himfelf (15). After 
the battle, which we loft, Charlemagne, who had heaVd 
lS^\'^!^- '^T* ^"P"'^' '■^"^ "'^' by a herald, a 
?.f-?. -?!.• '"'i °^ '™°]"'' **»'^'> I »^*^^ *ofn ever 
A^tlf. "^if ^^"-"''^ drew upon me the hatred of 
Adalgife. That prince, whofe nature is favage, im- 

^ * petuous, 
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petuous, and revengeful, has oft-times difphyed raih 
courage, but almoft alwa)rs iuUied \^y violence and 
ferocity i which, notwithftanding his tender years, had 
already flrongly marked his charader. This war led 
me to the knowledge of all the great qualities of 
Charlemagne i I admired his heroic valour, his afbtvity, 
his genius, and, above all, his generofity. On the at- 
tainment of every vidory, I have feen him confl;antly 
propofing peace* $ znd 1 then considered him ftill 
greater than when ^ in the field of battle. Didier, 
overpowered by hatred, blindly rufbed upon his own 
de(iru£tion : all the enemies of France, who furrounde4 
him daily increafed his refentmentj their pernicious 
counfel induced him to continue the war; and to that 
counfel hi fell a vi6lim. I fhut myfelf up with him in 
the city of Pavia, when it was befieged by a French 
army; but the people tired out by a bloody warj 
which was prolonged by the dsfire of vengeance, 
opened the gates of Pavia to Charlemagne, andg^ve 
up to him the unhappy Didier, and the fame Hermen- 
garde, whofe divorce had proved the caufe of the war ; 
and thus was it, (he again faw the formidable monarchy 
who was once her hufband, but now her enemy and 
conqueror I I was made prifoner, together with all the 
fuite of Didier. Charlemagne fent for me ; as foon as 
that prince perceived me, he advanced,^ and embracing 
tne : * Oger,' faid he, * by accepting the armour 
I fent you, you became a French knight; but it is juft 
that I refpeft the liberty of him, who fo generoufly 
preferved mine. I am defirous to have you at - my 
court; however, you. are free to quit it if you think 
proper; but do not forget that France will be ever a 
fecond country to you, and Charlemagne a grateful and 
faithful friend.* — When kings know how to fpeak in 
this manner, how do they extend and eftaj>iifli ^hcir 
empire ! 

* See rhiftoirc dc Charlemagne, par Mr* Gaillard, tome 3. 

« This 
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<< This prince, equally enlightened and magnanimous, 
refpefbed the form of government among the Lombards, 
which he found alrc^y eftablifhed ; he took upon htm« 
fislf to make no change that was not abfolutely necef- 
fary, had recourfe to no precaution that was not indif« 
penfable ; he feemed to rely upon the faith of the con-- 
quered; he appeared in the midft of them attended 
with a flight guard, he left them their eftates, their 
laws, and their €uftoms*;-a ufefuf and fplendid leflbn 
to conquerors, did conquerors knq^ how to profit by 
examples of juftice and moderation ! Loaded with the 
favours of Charlemagne, I left Pavia; and, notwith- 
ftandine my difputes with Adalgife, I confidered, that 
his misfortunes, and the party I had efpoufed, claimed 
all the attention Iliad in my power to beftowj I dif- 
covered the place of his retreat, I fought him, and 
became die companion of his flight ; nor did I leave 
him till he had no longer any want of ray fervices. 

• " I travelled for more than a year, and then returned 
to Denmark. I there found Wittkind, at that time, th^ 
beloved chief of the Saxons, and the intrepid defender 
of their liberty, (fe had jufl: loft a battle againft 
Charlemagne, which appeared decifive; and- obliged 
to fly from a country in the poffeffibn of his enemies, 
he had taken refuge at the court of Sigefroy, who ap-> 
proved himfeif worthy of the confidence of that illui« 
trious fugitive. In o^ony the emigration was pro« 
digious; thofe friends to liberty were repulfed, and 
perfecuted, in almoft every ftate of Europe; the kinga 
feemed to dread thofe high fpirited republicans, anck 
their fufpicion called fordi that of their own people, wha 
imagined the apprehenfion of their kings to be founded 
upon the full conviftion, that the republican was prefer- 
able to the monarchical form of government. Hence is 
it, that an intolerant and unfkilful- policy led the people 

* The whole of this paragraph is literally copied from Mr. 6aiUard*i 
hMiory of Charlemagne^ toL.Zi p. 1x3. 

to 
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to a blind admiration of fuch principles, as they wonld 
neither have received nor difcufled, bad kings confulted 
generoflty, \yhich is ever on the fide of reafon. The per- 
secution at length produced a double effeift; it rendered 
the opyre^d intercfting, and gave a dazzling fplendour 
%f> theirt^ca^fe; and hence thofe feeds of troubles and 
revolts, Vhich have been fown in feveral kingdoms 
iince the commencement of this^unjuft and fatal war. 

" Denmark, owing to the wifdom of a good king and 
able minifter, is Sheltered from the ftorm» The mild- 
nefe and juftice of its government fecure the public 
tranquility. The Saxon emigrants are received there 
with humanity, and live without moleftation (i6). 
Refugees know how to refpe<5l the facred rights of 
hpfpitatity : and their own intereft and a ^nfe of grati- 
tude afford a pledge of their good condu<Sl. 1 have 
feen with pleafure, in Denmark, even in places in- 
liabi^ed by the coujrt, groups of S^imns taking part ia 
public rejoicings, applauding the love of the people 
^or the royal family, and blending with our fongs their 
celebrated hymn of the great Armintus^ without giving 
the leaft umbrage to our miniftry (17). Nobfe and 
captivating fecunty, which feems to proclaim to the 
whole nation, 1 take too much concern in your welfare^ not 
to have reliance upon your generofity. The Danes, indeed^ 
intereft themfelves in favour of the Saxons^ but are not 
the lefs attached to monarchical government ; impofts 
^d defpotifm are the caufes of revolution^; a happy^ 
people will always be faithful to their chief. ' In the 
mean while I fought every occafion to fee Witikind ; 
the converfe of that great manjjLfpired the warmeft ia* 
tereft for his caufe ; my admiration for Charlemagne 
did not induce me to allow the juftice of the war which 
that prince carried on againft the Saxons; and at 
length, enraptured at the difcourfes of Witikind, I 
. promifcd to fight under his banners, if he fliould prove> 
as be hoped) able to rally his fcattered forces. 

** In 
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<< In reality, he fet off in a few months for Saxony, and 
I followed him; he there found himfelf at the head of 
a numerous army, and the war broke out afrefli. I 
made the ^ whole campaign, which proved fortunate 
and brilliant to the Saxons, but in my eyes was fuUied 
by devaftation and cruelty, which moderated the en- 
thuiiafm I had gained in my intercourfe with Witikind.' 
Courage without generofity is but an odious and fero« 
cious inftin£t ; the contempt of death is a virtue in the 
ipind of the compai&onate and tender only ; but the 
man who embrues his hands in the blood of a fuppliant 
enemy, who in his murderous fury diftinguiflies neither 
age nor fex, and believes that war can give fan<£lion to 
^ffioation and maflacre, is, whatever his exploits 
may be, only a fanguinary monfter, an infamous plun-» 
derer, the teourge and opprobrium of miinkind. I 
bdield villages fet on fire, and age, and infancy perifh 
together in die flaiftes; at lengthy I faw the Saxons, in 
the fhameful excefs of their fury, take the execrable 
refolution to give no quarter to their priibners ! — (18). 
At thofe horrid* proceedings Witikind ihuddered, but 
was- iinablerto arreft- their pippgrefs > he even became 
liable to fulpicioa by^rthe endeavours he made to re- 
prefs them.— Then aid war appear odious to me; I had 
come in queft of glory, but I found my fe If an aceom-* 
plice in thetnoft atrocious of crimes. A truce was 
made, I withdrew from the army, and again iet out 
upon my travels. I had heard of the admirable laws 
which Charlemagne had given his fubjedls ; I was de- 
firous of feeing fo novel a fpe^lacle, and I made an 
excurfioiv into France. * It was then on beholding 
Charlemagne in thofe famous legiflative aflemblies,. 
that I began to form an idea of real glory ; fublime 
man ! cried I, impartial pofterity will forgive thee for 
having been a conqupror ! Yes, in this auguft circle 
art thou expiating all thy warlike exploits ! — ^I attach- . 
ed nwfelf fo clofely to that prince, that I determined 
to eftablifh myfelf in Franc^. and live under the laws, 
I had heard dilcuflcd and decreed. But I difliked the 

- court. 
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court, and was averfe to remain there* I purcliafed 
Ibme land and an old caftle in tbift provincev and here 
I have 'fixed my abode. For feveral .years paft I have 
never quitted the fpot, unJefs to accompany Charle** 
magne in Aich of his warlike expeditions as did not 
appear to be unjuft; that if, whenever his enemies 
attacked him without provocation; for 1 began to 
think, that defenilve war alone was ronfonant with, 
juftice; hence^has he never been able to prevail on me* 
to take arms againft the Saxons. 
. I fpent at my caftle a part of the year, which pre- 

. ceded that of the. treaty of alliance beWeen Charle- 
magne and Witikind ^ towards the end of (ummer, ! 
was one evening retired to my clofet, where a fervant 
informed me, that a young and unknown lady, who 
had loft her way in the wo^s, was come to folicit hof« 
pitality for the night; he added, that (he was mounted 
upon a palfrey, and was unattended, I haftened to 
give her welcome, and found her in the garden under 
a row of elms; on hearing me approach (for the dark^^^^ 
nefs was fuch that obje£b were not to be diftinguifhed]^ 
Ihe advanced and made many apologies for the trou-> 
ble, ihe feared, flie was going to give me ; the tone 
of her voice prepoflefTed me in her favour, and 
flrongly excited my curiofity to fee her. After die 
iirft compliments were over, I propofed to (hew her ta 
her apartment, but fhe praifed the coolnefs and beauty ' 
of the evening, and we continued m the garden ; fhe 
accepted my arm, and we began to walk. I intended" 
to conduft her out of the^rpve into an Open place, ' 
where, notwithftanding the gloom of the night, I 
could have had a gliinpfe of her face, but in riie 
middle of the walk ftie perceiving a feat fat down; and 
I placed myfelf at her fide. We converfed together 
for more than an hour, and I was equally furprized 
and enchanted with her underftanding and wit. We 

' afked each other many queftions ; mine flie always ' 
e}uded, but her own were flatterii|g, and proved that 

{he 
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flie knew me by reputation. At length it was'time to 
retire to the caftle : the more I was deh'ghted with her 
converfatlon, the more I was defirous of feeing her; 
hoM^irer, I conjefhircd Ihe was not pretty, becaufe 
(he had fliown fo little e^rneftnefs to be looked at, and 
the idea produced a difagreeable fenfation. I arofe 
and oiFered her my arm; &q fighed and laid her hand 
on mine; that hand was fo foft and delicate, that I had 
no doubt of its beauty ; but I perceived that fhe trem*. 
bled : I felt myfelf anFeded, was quite at a lofs what 
to think of this adventure, and difquietucbs began to 
fucceed to aftonifliment. — The ftranger kept ffiience, 
, and, as we approached the caftle, her agitation ap* 
peared to increafe; my thoughts became ftiu more per* 
plexed} and I not only began to conclude fhe was 
ugly, but that fhe had aHb fome monftrous deformity 
about her perfon, and this idea brought tears into my 
eyes. She appeared fo amiable and intereiting, that 1 
fincerely felt for the misfortune I had afcribed to her, 
and partook of all her embarrafTment^ At the d6or of 
the mandon we were met by fervants with lighted 
torches ; I caft my eyes with trepidation upon my un« 
known gueft, but could not fee her face ; it was con- 
cealed under a veil of thin gauze, a circumflance 
that gave the finifhing flroke to my .con}e6hires» We 
came to the apartment which was allotted her; in the 
middle of which a table was fpread with refrefhments 5 
the fervant placed the lights upon it and retired* 

** When we were alone, the flranger turned towards 
tx»i and appeared to look at me wi& great attention ; 
for fhe could fee through ^si^uze veiL During th& 
examination I admired the elegance and flenderrfefs 
of' her form, and the beauty of her hand and ^rm^j 
and I remained transfixed with curiofity, furprife, and 
emotion. Afier confiderable filence, fhe exclaimed': 
O fatal imprudence f — On uttering thefe words fhe flag- . 
gered, fhe endeavoured to lean upon the table, her ' 
feeble hand could not fupport her, nnd fhe funk down 
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Dpon the floor. My aftonithment is not to be exprefied ; 
I ruflied towards her, sind perceived fhe was in a fwoon^ 
it was neceilary to take off her veil, that (he might 
.breathe with greater freedom. I hefitated however; 
I was fearful to look at her f&ce, which Ihe had Teemed 
fo defirous to conceal -, whatever was her motive, it 
was my duty to refpe£l it, and not take th^ advantage 
,of the fituation (he was in, in order to fteal a fight of 
ben But at length, as I obferved (he no longer 
udrcw her breath, or (bowed any figns of life, my fears 
overcame my delicacy; I removed the veil which co- 
vered her face and part of her pcrfon — ^but what was 
my furprife on feeing a voung creature of tranfcen- 
dent beauty! — the diforder her fall had occafioned 
added ft ill to her charms, her fine long black hair was 
all di(hevelled — the handkerchief which covered her 
neck had fallen off, and expofed to view the moft 
beautiful bofom in the world. — If the wit and graces 
of this dangerous ftranger had the power of interefting 
me to fuch a degree, under the idea I had formed of 
her face, you may judge, my dear Ifambard, what I 
{^h, at the fcene I have been defcribing ! — In contem* 
plating the unknown charmer I had forgotten to ad* 
minifter any afliftance; her eyes were (hut, but as (he- 
bad all the frefhnefs of health about her, (he looked 
more like a perfon afleep than fainting. ^ I knelt do^lta 
by her, and Supported her head on my arm — I the;a 
lifted her gently up and laid her upon a couch ^ and 
again kneeling at her fide, I threw water on her face, 
and in a few minutes (he opened her eyes. Her firft 
look Aartled me; I held her by the hand, I kifled it 
with rapture, but I remanced fuch natural and modcfl 
iconfufion, and embarraffment in her countenance, that 
I was conftrained to conceal all" I felt at my heart. X 
ventured, however, to afk fome queftions ; I coul^ 
obtain no reply; the lady kept her two hands upi>ft 
.her face, and reniiained in obftinate filence. In alx>ut 
baif an hour (}ie intreated me^ with a feeble tremulous 
\ \ voice, 
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voice, to leave her to herfelf ; I obeyed, and retired 
the moft aftontihed, and mofl enamoured of men. 

*« I did not*cldc my eyes the whole night ; I arofe 
witb the day, and waited with impatience the hour of 
the lady's waking ; at laft, at ten o'clock I obtained 
peu^miffion to vifit her in her chamber. I found her 
a thoufand times more beautiful than fhe had appeared 
the night 4>efore; an- air of languor and melancholy had . 
added new graces to her mien; ihe feemed embar- 
rafled at my approach ^ but after a moment'; filence^ 
growing a little compofed,r « I ought, Sir, faid fhe, < to 
explain to you> at leall in part, the fingularity of my 
conduft. 1 implore yOur indulgence — ^I ftaod in great 
need of it— here (he iighed^ and without leaving me 
time to reply; I was born^ continued, flie^ with a 
lively imagination, a great (hare of vivacity, and a 
heart of too great fenfibility. — For more than a year 
patt I have continually beard of your adventures, Sir, 
^ and your exploits. In the charader of Oger the 
Dane, I found every thing that could intereft me and 
captivate my imagination^ and I perceived an origi- 
nality in it that ftrongly excited my curiofity — In 
I fhort, Sir, I was extremely jdefirous to be acquainted 

j 'with you — fhall I avow it ? I knew that yoa lived in 

\- *this folitude, and I have undertaken a: long journey 

j on purpofe to (ee you.— I took the advantage of a few 

I moments of liberty, which chance afforded me, for I 

I am under the dominion of a ruthlefs guardian, who 

tyrannifescover me ; but I have found means to elude 
his attention, and can frame a plaufible pretext to re- 
main here three days, at the end of which I fhall be 
forced'— — 

« No, no,* replied I, interrupting her and throw-; 
ing myfelf at her feet j * if what I hear be not an illu- 
^ fion, you will not quit this place, of which you are 

theibvereign, you deigned to take an interefl in me^ 
when you knew me only by name ; and,, as for me. 
Madam, without knowing yours, I adore you and 

make 
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make you the arbiter of my dcftiny.' * O gehereos 
Oger/ replied (he, letting fall a few tears, * be per- 
faadcd that my heart, which firft fek the impreflion> 
is capable of anfwenfig yours^ but an invincible ob^ 

fhicle' -* And what,' cried I, in difmay, ' is not 

your hand at your own difpofel J' * I am atliberfy,' 
replied fhe> * and I (hall be the abfolute tnfftreft of 
myfelf, and of an ample fortune, in the courfe of eight 
months; till that time the pecufiarity of my fitUation, my 
honour, and the (acred obligation 6f gratitude, oblige 
xne to conceal from you whopt) I am, and to bid you fer- 
wel in three days:' make no further inquiries of me, you 
ihall know every thing in time ; but I fhould be unde- 
ferving of your efteem, if, at the prefent momenti, I 
unveiled this extraordinary myftery.' • Ah f if you 
love me,* replied J, * what fignifies the reft to me I* 
'-^* If I love you ! after the imprudent ftep I have 
taken> after the fltuation in which you have fe^n me> 
can you have the ingratitude to aoubt it?' — ^ And 
yet you are determined to leave me in three &ys?^-i- 
* Yes>*but at the end of eight months I will return 
and confecrate to yew my whole life/ — ' O ! is not 
this a' dream that deludes me? is it really true — is it 
your intention?* — ' Yes> I fwftar by that fove and. 
folly, which hSve led me hither, and which have 
guided me better thati reafoh could have done.' 

*^ Thefe words (he uttered with as much feeling as 
grace ;; fuch kind of vows, however,, did not appear 
Krious enough to give me much encouragement, I 
complained of it, and (he repEed info tender a man- 
ner, that my intoxication was increafed, and my head 
completely turned* But in vain did I renew my quef- 
tions, and conjured her to fpeak with confidence relk- ,, 
live to her fituation; (he remained ttnmpved^ and only 
confefTed, that on her arrival, not knowing whether 
my perfon and underftanding would correfpond with 
the idea (he -had formed of me, (he had ordered the 
fingle attcndantjt who had aceompaaied her within two' 

hundred 



THE SWAN. ao5 

hundred paces of the caftfe, to return to the place 
where ftie had flept the preceding night, and to wait 
for her there with the reft of her fuite, obferving to 
him, that if fhe did not rejoin them on the next morn- 
ing, he was to return for her in four days, * For,* 
continued fhe, * if fynlpathy had not decided our 
fate, you would never have been acquainted with my 
foHy ; on the very evening of my arrival I fliould have 
aflced you for a guide, anij fliould have bidden you 
farewel the next morijing at break of day.' 

" I liftened to my unknown charmer, and gazed at 
her with a degree of rapturous aftonifliment, which 
m\A have given fne an air of flupidity; I thought I 
was dreaming; it was in truth a dream, but unhap* 
pily it imprened my heart in a m^mer never, perhaps, 
to be effaced. The lady aflured me fhe could not 
mention the name of her family, but protefted her own 
name was Aminta, and that fhe had. never gone by 
any other appellation. To the embarrafiment, which 
fhe had ajt firft fhown, now focceeded a degree of con* 
fidence and gaiety, that gave her new charms; I ad- 
mired the inexhauftible variety of her wit, and I con- 
fefs I was a little alarmed at the aflonifhing iiexibility 
of charaftef, which rendered her fo interefling, but 
which, in fpite of myfelf, infpired I know not what 
kind of diflrufi:, which all her proteftations were not 
able to remove. 

♦* This day pafled away with inconceivabte rapidity. 
In the evening, after fupper was over, we went into 
the g^den; the beauty of Uie moonlight gave her a 
defire to walk over the fields, and I conduced her to 
the lawn that furrounds diis cottage (which did not 
then cxift,) We. fet down ypon a verdant carpet en- 
compafled with fruit-trees, and fituate at thirty fteps 
diftance from the fountain where you found me yefler* 
day; it was near midnight. Aounta, whofe vivacitj 
and gaiety feemed to huve been every inftant increaf-* 
ing fince «he declined tfac day» fell fiiddenly into the. 

foftcft 
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fofteft languor. — * Every thing fleeps in this, peaceful 
fpot/ faid (he, « both the domeftics of the caftle, 
and the inhabitants of the village} it appears as if 
we were alone in the univerfe ; charming and danger- 
ous illufion !' The plaintive tone in which fhe uttered 
thefe words, imparted to my imagination and fenfes 
a diforder which I had never before experienced.— 
< Oger,' refumed (he, * let us return to the caftle.* 

* And why ?' cried I, fnafching her to my arms. — 

* Ah/ anfwered flie, 'becaufe loye may dare every 
thing here.' Thrown ofF my guard by this reply, 
I forgot that I had promifed to refpeift her youth, the 
confidence fhe placed in m<9, and the facred laws of 
hofpitality ! — ►Aminta made no refiftance to my fortu- 
nate audacity — ^her weaknefs endeared my happinefs ; 
I fencied I faw the caufe and the excufe 6f it, in the 
tcndernefs of her fentiments, and the iropetuoflty of: 
her pafiion. Aminta, agreeably to her prottiife conti- 
nued two days longer, but fhe departed on the fourth, 
in fpite of the excefe of niy love and regret ; fhe ob- 
flinately perfifled in concealing all her fecrets frook 
me, and I obtained from her nothing farther than 
tender adieus and faithful vows. I conduced her . 
myfelf to the place fhe had mentioned, which was 
two leagues diftant from the fpot; fhe required my 
word of honour that I would not fecretly follow her, 
and that on leaving her I fhould immediately return to 
my caflle ; I fcrupuloufly filfilled this engagement, 
and thus it was that we parted. 

« Eight months elapfed, and then four more, without 
bringing me any account of Aminta ; I loved her paf- 
fionately, and it was with inexpreffible grief, that I 
gave up the hopes of feeing her again. Being recalled 
to Denmark, by my father, I returned thithef. Sige- 
froy was no longer living ; Godefroy had jufl fucceed- 
cd him ; but I found the kingdom in the lame ftatq of 
tranquillity, becaufc the policy and principles of the 
court were ftill die fame, Wilikind m vain endea- 
voured 
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voured by his agents to prevail upon the fage Gode^ 
froy to break the neutrality, for the Saxons had again 
revolted ; the laft reply of Godefroy appeared to me 
{p noble, and I read it over fo often, that it is for- 
ever engraved on my memory ; I am Certain you would 
like to know it, and here I give it you : 

THE REPLY OF THE KING OF DENMARK TO 
WITll^lND. 

* No, Witikind, I have not forgotten our ancient 
friendihip, I have changed neither my fentiments nor 
my opinions ; I have ever confidered the war under- 
taken againft the Saxons as unjuft ; and I have con- 
ftantly blamed the excefles into which that warlike 
natioA has frequently run. But are thofe lefs to be 
reprehended, who, with the view of enflaving them, 
have carried fire and fword into their territories, and 
excited fo many factions and diforders among them ? 
Tired at length with the h^vocks of war, and dif- 
gufted at their crimes which hatred and vengeance have 
inftig^^ed your countiymen to commit, you have pre« 
vailed upon the nation of which you are the chief, to 
bend beneath the yoke of the emperor : that nation 
immerfed in the grofieft barbarifm was independent 1 
but it wanted thofe principles, and that knowledge, 
which are necefTary to eftabliih a durable freedom. It 
had no laws, while the greateft man of the age exhi- 
bited the moft admirable fyftem of legiflation. .Hence, 
Witikind, you will be e;iccufed in the eye of pofterity : 
yoii yielded to admiration, and you imagined, that all 
Daxony w^uld partake of vour enthuftafm for the 
emperor : you. have been oeceivcd, the country is 
9gain rifen in arms, and the- war which you flattered 
yourfelf you had terminated, rages again with more 
fury than ever. You urge me to break the neutrality, 
which I have preferved to the prefent moment. I can- 
not do it) for I repeat, that my opinions are ftill.the 

iarnc* 
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fame. You tell me the caufe of tEe emperor is now 
become that of every king, and that if Saxony tri* 
umph, all fovercigns maft tremble for their own fitu- 
ation. I could fatisfy myfelf in merely replying, that 
I hold juftice dearer than my crown ; but I will add, 
that, in the preient cafe, found policy folely dire<5i8 
my choice. The prodigious emigration of the Saxons, 
the long war which they have fuftained, and their 
heroic reliftance, have attracted the notice of all Eu- 
rope, and ferved to propagate in every country their 
ideas of independency; the evil therefore (if it be an 
evil) is irreparable, and the entire ruin of Saxony 
will prove no remedy for it*. It appears to me thcn^ 
that, in the prefent age particularly, prince?, who arc 
dcfirous of prefcrving their authority, are guilty of 
ftrange folly in taking any part in a war which muft 
ftrip them of their troops, exhauft their finances, and 
load their fubjefts with taxes. And is it by involving 
a nation in ruin, ;n creating multitudes of diii&tisfied 
people, in lavifhing the blood and treafure of our 
fub|e6ts, that we can reafonably hope to avert a revo* 
hition? To preferve peace and abundance in their* 
dominions, to encourage arts and promote commeroe, 
to rule with juftice, and approve themfelves humane 
ftnd generous, fuch, be perfuaded, is the true policy 
of kings ; and fuch fhall be mine to the lateft hour of 
ray life. Vou deplore the cruelties and the crimes 
which have fuliied the party againft which you are 
combating; if fuch accounts be true, beware left you 
yourfelf Ibould imitate the example; cither -do not 
reproach your enemies with it> or do not countenance 
them by making horrible reprifals !— ^I addrefs you 
with franknefs, and I fliall maintain this reply with 
firmnefs. I will not violate the 'rights of hofpitality 
fai banifhing out of my dominions refugees who com- 

* This reafoning would have proved infinitely more £nrciblf^ fad 
the art of pciating beea kuflwa in tbofe dajs* 

mt 
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mtf: no difefders ; I have no enemfes but thofe of my 
country^ nor wifi I take up arms but in defence of ic^ 
fears and terrors are the lot of tyrants } I have no 
fufpfcions and no refentments, becaufe I hate defpotifoi^ 
and my condu£i:, my fentiments, and the purity of my 
ititenttons fecure me the love and fidelity (^ my fub- 
jcfts/ 

** Such was theanfwcr of thefage Godefroy to Witi- 
kind. His condu(% has proved the fmcerity of his de- 
ctarattonS) and Denmark has remained in perfect neu- 
trality (19). 1 continued a few months only. with my 
Neither i the unfurmountable difquietude of a wild and 
unhappy attachment foon induced me to return to 
France« Cdnceivingt that I might perhaps meet my 
unknown beauty at the court of Cbarfemagne^ I re-* 
paired to Aix-la^Chapel|e. I arrived there the day on 
which the emperor gave audience to the ambafladors of 
the caliph Aaron^ tbat^ celebrated deipot^ who,, aiSfted 
by the virtue and talents of his grand vizier^ the illuf* 
trions Barmecide, governed with Juftice and glory, but 
who has ftnce tarniihed all the iplendour of his reign 
by the murder of that minifter, whofe fate has thrown 
Ae eaftern world into mourning and confternation*» 
On the morrow of my arriva}, I attended the queen 
Hermengarde, where |.knew all the ladies of the 
court wereaiIemUed» Judge of my aftoniihment an^ 
confufion, when, in the couife of a few minutes I dif« 
covered my feitMefs Aminta, feated befide the beauti«v. 
ful Ceianira. I changed countenance in fuch a degree^ 
that Angilbert, who vms fpeaking to me, imagined! 
was taken ill.— I (howed him the perfon who caufed 
fo violent an emotion, and afking him who fhe was, he 
replied, that her nameivas Armoilede/' At this part of 

* Barmecide was in truth the greateft man* who ever had the mis- 
fortune to ferve a defpot. Hiftorians have been very copious in their 
pralfe of tfie caliph Aaron. In the courfe of this work will appear part 
of his hiftory, and his chara^ler drawn from the adioips of his life, and 
coi^e^ttcntly very different frajn that which hiftory gini him* 

the 
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the ftory, Ifambard coidd not refrain from breaking 
into a loud fit of laughter > he begged Oger to pardon 
the jnterruptton^ and entreated him to proceed, C^r, 
continued in thefe terms. <' My eyes caught thofe of 
Armofl^e, who looked at me without any kind of con- 
fiifion ; I faw her even enquire who I was, as if ihe had 
been totally unacquainted with my perfon. I drew 
near her, and feizing a moment in which we were not 
obferveds I requefted in a whifper that (he would give 
me a private interview; (he feemed furprifed at the 
requfeft, buf however, anfwered that (he would fee me 
at her own apartments on the next day at five in ^e 
afternoon^ 

^ This promifealmoft'reconciled me to her, although 
I was extremely piqued and confounded at her diffimu- 
ktion ; but my heart again excufed her, and told me, 
that I ought not to condemn her unheard. 1 retired, for 
I could no longer fupport her calm and ferene deport- 
ment, and thecoldnefs ofbep looks. You may eaiify 
imagine I did not pafs a very tranquil night, and that 
before the hour of ^ five on the following afternoon ! 
was at Armoflede's door^ I was ihewn-intQ a large 
clofet, where I found her alone; /my firft movement 
was to fly to her with open arms, but fhe-darted to the* 
other fide of the chamber, -with an exptcffxon of fur^ 
prife and fear, which abfolutely petrified me ; (he> 
ikreened herfelf behind a table,. and remained ftanding 
and looking at me in a ftedfaft manner; I became 
mute and motionlefs with aftonilhment. At length 
breaking filence, < And. how!' cried I, ^ is it thus that 
Aminta ihouid receive Oger V — ' Aminta 1* replied 
flie, ftill looking at' me with the greateft attention; 
^ good God I . Sir, what do you mean ?' She uttered^ 
thefe words with fo much franknefs, that I was quite 
thundefftruck.— -I made no anfwer, but perceiving her 
to look towards the door, and that (he had a defign to 
make her efcape, I ruihed forward and held her by her 
robe ; (he turned pale, flic bluibcd zni funk into an 

arnx 
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trtn chair : ^ O God !' £nd flie, < his head is turned, 
what will become of mc ?*— Thefe words were pro- 
nounced in To unafFe£led -a manner, that my aftoniih* 
inent ftill increafed v the ftrangeft doubts began to arife 
in my mind, and produced the greateft fluttering at my 
heart that I had ever felt. ' Aminta,* iaid % in a 
ftammering voice ; * do you dare to aflert you are not 
Aminta V ^ Alas, Sir,' replied Ihcy ^ X am any thing yo« 
pleafcy I will neither offend nor contradift you; but 
only give me leave to go out a moment*' I mufl con- 
fefs, iiambard, that i was totally at a lofif what te 
think, I difcovered in the movement of her features 
and the inflexion of her voice, fuch an indication of 
trtLth as every moment multiplied my doubts; I looked 
at her with an air of ilupidity^ and, vvbether it were 
prejudice or reality (for I am yet under fome degree 
of uncertainty on Uiat point) I wilt not venture to de- 
termine i but I remarked a difference between her and 
Aminta ; it feemed to me, that Armoflede wa^ taller, 
bad a nobler mien^ her countenance was lefs ftriking 
and intelligent,, and (he had lefs charms and vivacity 
in her manner. I had frequently heatrd of miraculous 
Fefemblances } it did not appear impoilible therefore 
that Armoflede might not be my unknown fair one. I 
concealed my doubts from her, and entered into an ex- 
planation, recalling to her memory every thing that 
had paffed between us. Her looks were expreffive of 
Ihe mofl genuine furprife, and when I had left oflF 
faking ;. ^ Indeed^ Sir,f (aid fhe^ < notwithftaading 
this inconceivable refemUance which has dehided you, 
I may venture to fay, that had you made any inquiry 
refpecling my reputation and conduiEl, you never could 
have confounde* me with the peribn you have been 
de&ribing/ 

** This reply, deliveced in a digmfied and (pirited 
manner, ferved to double my embarrairment* After 
fome minutes filence : < ^At lead. Madam,' replied I, 
* in order to believe you, I muft give up the evidence 

of 
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<rf my own eyes/ < I confefs, Sir/ faid flic, « that 1 
have never given credit to the accounts of perfedl re- 
fcmblances, in fpite of all the inftances recorded m hif- 
tory ; and I amperfiwded that, if you examine me with- 
out prejudice, ypu will find me very different from' 
your Aminta.' « Ah,' cried I, « the more I look at you, 
the more am I attached to my errour — if it be one !'-^ 
^ Hear me. Sir/ replied fhe, < I perceive that you arc 
really inearnefty and it is therefore my durv to deftroy an 
illufion, which is as painful to you, as ottenfivc to my- 
fclf J tke ftory of my life may undeceive you j and here 
it is in tNyo words. From my infancy I have been paf- 
fionately in love, and beloved again. For my feke, has 
the amiable and generous OJiver refufed the hand of the 
princcfs Emma : in fine, Sir, a fecret bond has united 
me with him more than eight months paft. Out of re- 
fpeft to the princcfs, I do not yet affume the name of 
my hulband : but this marriage is no longer a myftery, 
and every body can vouch the truth of what I zm now 
telling you/ This difcourfe was a thunder ftrokc to 
Ikie, and in an inftant convinced me beyond all doubt, 
that Ar»noflede i^as not Aminta. I quickly termi- 
nated this painful interview, and retired with equal 
confufion and mortification. J made enquiries concern- 
ing Armoflede : the ftory of Oliver and Emma was in 
every one's mouth, and I was affured that Armoflede 
Was aftually the wife of Oliver. How could I then be- 
lieve that a woman beloved, as flic was, by a young and 
kandfiwne knight, fo diftinguiihed by the graces of his 
mind, and renowned for his various exploits, could prove 
felfe and perjured, and for the fake of a man flic was un^ 
acquainted with ? — ^In fpite of all this reafoning, when 
I faw Armoflede again, I relapfed into a ftate of incer- 
titude* I muft, however, confefs, that the more I ob- 
ferved her, the lefs I defcried the manners and turn of 
mind which I had remarked in Aminta, but. I found 
her facefo perfeftly like, that after looking ftedfaftly at 
it, I no longer doubted that Armoflede and Aminta 

were 
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lyere one and the fame perfon. I dien broke out into a 
rage, and adled feme very ridiculous fcenes, many of ' 
which have been made public. Armolledc, without 
betraying the flighteft degree of embarraffinent, at one 
i^onient would lament my folly^ at another, turn it in-* 
to ridicule i and her countenance, hereafe, and her con«> 
verfation overawed me to fuch a degree, that I fini(he4 
by acknowledging I had been raving. Her paffion for 
Oliver pierced my foul ; defperately in love with*a wo- 
man, who pretended not to know me, jealous even to 
madnefs without daring to difcover it, betrayed and yet 
not allowed to complain, I was playing a paij which 
was equally ridiculous and diftreffing ; but a fecret de- 
fire detained me at court. A tournament was ap- 
proaching in honour of prince Egbert, and I intended 
to meafure lances with Oliver (20). In that combat) 
you well know I neither acquired glory nor obtatned 
* vengeance ; I was overcome, and taking my refoluti- 
on, I prepared for my departure on that very night, and 

: left_ the court the following day with an intention 

nev^r to return. I undertook. a long journey, during 

jH which I pafled through the village yda mentioned yef- 

terday j there I faw the interefting Zoe and her faith- 
ful Lubin J there I found that virtue and happinefs, 

i which I had vainly fought in camps, in cities, and at 

courts J I became paifionately fond of a country life, 
hither I capae, and abandoning my caftle, I made my* 

f ^ felf the equal of the peafants of whom I had been the 

I lords I adopted their manners and way of life, and 

built this cottage upon the very lawn on which the 
faithlefs Aminta feemed to have partaken my palEon. 
My fquire, who was neither undeceived refpedtins the 

, world nor glory, quittsfedmc; I have retained my Tittle 

I page only, whom I have m^amorphofed into a twain ; 

I turned (hepherd with him^ anJ being determined to 

I fix myfelf in*the CQjpdition I had chofen, I intended to 

lock out fot a companion among the fliepberdeffes of 

this canton, in the daughter of one of my late 

. f u farmers) 
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fanners, I have difcovercd every thing that could 
captivate and fecure a heart not pre-engaged. Inno- 
cence, virtue, grace, and beauty, all thofe happy gifts 
of nature, are poffeffed by Chloe ; but I do not yet 
feel myfelf worthy of her hanB, and I refrain from 
marrying her, until the remembrance of Aminta be 
entirely eiiaced from my mind.'* 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



A PHILOSOPHER IN LOVE. 



This devil beauty is compounded ftrangel^i 
It is a fubdl point and hftrd to know. 
Whether *tlias in *t more a&iTe tempting 
Or more paflive tempted ; fo foon it forces 
And fo foon it yields. 

Sxi John SircKtXMC. 

WHEN Oger had finiflied his ftory, Ifambard went 
in queft of Oliver, who had rifen an nour before, and 
was walking in the garden. To what a degree does 
misfortune lometimes render us unjuft ! Oliver, as he 
walked under the window of Oger's clofet, had heard 
Ifambard laugh, and that fit of laughter had thrown 
him into ^ flate of ill humour and mfcontent, whichi 
proved too powerful for the control of reafon ; he.had 
agreed the preceding evening not to continue his 
journey till after dinner, but, io oppofition to the 
prcffing.inftances of Oger, he was now determined to 
let off immediately. 

During 
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During the reft of that .day and the foUowmg one 
he continued in fuch melancholy mood, that the ge- 
nerous Ifambard would not venture to urge him to go 
pn with his deplorable; ftory. , Let us leave them to 
purfue their route, and return to Armofledc, whom we 
had left efcaping from the inn where the impetuous 
Adalgife had difturbed her tete-a-tete with Ifambard. 
The reader muft remember (lie was onhorfeback, and 
bad taken a guide. SheLrecoUeAed, that Oger's caftle 
'was itt^his canton, and but two or three days 
journey diftant. Dreading to fall into the hands of 
Adalgife, flie made no hefitation to go and throw her- 
felf under the prote<SUon of the Danifli knight. She 
had found him fo credulous, fo generous, and amorous, 
that flie had no doubt of the fuccefs of her plan. But 
the fancy fhe had taken for him had long fince fubfided; 
and at the prefent moment the amiable Ifambard en- 

froffed her ardent imagination : flie imagined herfelf 
eeply enamoured of the latter,' and flie was averfe to 
aft over again the part of Aminta, and determined to 
appear before Oger only under her own name. Arriv- 
ing at the caftle about two hours after the departure 
of the Knights of the Swan, flie was much furprifed to 
find the manfion deferted qtnd falling into ruin. But a 
peafant flie met informed her, that Oger's new abode 
was five hundred paces from that place. Thither flie 
repaired, and recognized the lawn, nor did flie obferve 
without fome emotion to what degree the enamoured 
Oger had taken delight to ornament the fpot; her 
aftonifliment was extreme, when flie fet her foot in the 
elegant cottage. Oger was n^t withjn ; Sylvan ran to 
c?ill him, and he appeared in the courfe of a few 
minutes. At the fight -of Armoflede he was ftruck 
motionlefs, while flie on her part was not a little fur- 
prifed to perceive Oger in the garb of a fliepherd. 
This difguife appeared in her eyes fo ludicrous and 
original, that flie could not refrain from burfting into a 
fit of laugliter. Oger in great indignation loaded her 

with 
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with reproaches ; Armoflede ftill continued to lai^gh. 
Oger with his fciip and crook, holding foith in fo 
tragical a flyk, feemedfo comic and ridiculous to her, 
that (he totally forgot the hailad fhe had cottipofed and 
intended to exhibit ; all flie could now do, was to ftare 
at him, to liften to him, ^and to laugh in the moft in« 
confiderate and obftreperous manner. Oger feized her 
haftily by the hand, and leading her to- a window 
which overlooked the country ; ** O thou moft au- 
dacious and moft ungrateful of women," faid he, 
•* caft thy eyes upon that lawn, doft thou not recolle£t 
It ?" Armoflfede by way of reply fnatched up a lute 
which lay upon a table near her, and renouncing her 
firft determination in order to give way to the gdety 
which now infpired her, {he fang the following madri<« 
gaL 

Obfcurely dcet remembrtnce tell 

That once, in yonder confcious deU, * 

When I thy tender vowsreceivM^ 

I fwore to love Aee whilft I liT*d« 

And on that verdant ^awn reclined. 

My eyes betrayed my love-fick inii;d s 

But then in foUy*s maxe I ftrayed. 

Ah ! why believe a giddy maid ? 

And vrhy enraged doft thou complain 

Of altered faith and proud difdain ? 

What hafty vows can binding prove ? 

I raved when thus I fwore to love* 

Armoflede had a charming voice, and warMed thisf 
fong with a grace which would have turned a better 
head than Oger's. ** O true fyren," exclaimed he, 
<* feducing, audacious and perjured."—** Indeed, feig- 
nior," faid Armoflede, interrupting him, ** you wander 
exceedingly from the paftoral ftyle ; all thefe violent 
emotions are out of place in an eclogue or idyl, and if 
you be determined to go on in this tragic ftrain, for 
heaven's fake . quit your crook and refume your ar- 
mour." 
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mour.'* " No,'* replied Oger, " [ have eternally re- 
nounced allmy former errours.'* — ^** And the fine device 
you were fo, fond of," faid Arrnoflede, *^ glory and 
lovey do you renounce that too?" " Glory," replied 
Oger, ''^ is nothing more in my eyes, but a chimera^ 
and as for love, it wQuld be in my cafe fo contemptible 
a weaknefs — ^l>ut what am I fay5ng-*-no, I may ftill 
without blufliing be enamoured, for I havevmade a new 
choice." — " A fliepherdefs without doubt ?'*^-" Truly 
fo,^ and {lie is eighteen, and is beautiful, ingenuous and 
tender."—" And, what is the name of this rare ob- 
ject ?"— <' Chloe," — ". Does that name appear to you 
as. charming as that of Aminta ?" — " Aminta is for- 
^gotten, I recoileft Armofiede. onlv ; judge whether I 
be not cured," At this, Armoflede changed counte- 
nance andaflumed anairof aflonifliment. Oger, whom 
flie looked full in the face, beheld her with amaze ; 
and after a moment's filence : ** I believe," faid ftie, 
refuming her difcourfe, " that there is forae mifunder- 
ftanding here. I at fii-ft thought, that your anger arofe 
only from my long abfencc, but it appears, that you 
want to perfuade me that you take me for Armoflede?" 
At thefe wonfeOger put on a difdainful fmile : " You 
are Aniinta then?" replied he. " Do you dare to 
maintain to me," cried Armoflede in a violent manner, 
*« that you ftill think Aminta and Armoflede are not 
two different -perfons?" — "And you yourfelf," faid 
Oger, " if you be Aminta, how came you acquainted 
with my adventures with Armoflede ?" — " Can it be," 
replied fhe, « that you are ignorant of what ha3 made 
foch noife f Is it poffible you do not know, that after 
having fearched in vain for you here, I went to the 
court of Charlemagne : that every bo^y faw Aminta 
and Armoflede together, tha^t in fa6t their refemblance is 
ftriking, b;it not to fuch a degree, however, that a lover 
may be held excufable for having miftaken one for the 
other. The languid, infipid xArmoflede is much taller 
than I am, her hair is not of fo deep a black, and her 
Vol. L L looks 
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of Charlemagne has teen witnefs to this prodigy, and t 
have juft feen the Knights of the Swan, who made no 
mention of it?*' — ** It could not be otherwife;" replied 
Armoflede,, ** they have been travelling for eight, 
months pad, and I arrived at court forae days after 
their departure. But you do not fpeak of Angilbert^' 
you hayefeenhini, however, iincethatperiod?" — **N6, 
I vow I have not."—" You deceive me, for 1 fawhim 
iet off to repair to this plq,ce, and certaiiJy he made 
mention to you of Armoflede^and Aminta. I would 
not follow him, I was exafpeia ted that you had taken 
Aonoflcde for mc. — ^I was refolved to forget you, and 
1 came her^, I confefs, tobravVe you. — I find you faith- 
lefs, I expeSed it ; hut at leaft, do not add deceit to. 
inconftancy, or pretend ignorance of the unhappy 
Aminta !" On finifliing tTiefe^words,. flie melted into 
tears. — O ! who can doubt the iinceriLjr of the tears oi 
her ^ve love? — Oger fubdued feTl at her feet, and 
Armoflede received him into lier arms.— From thi$ 
moment flie fefumed her fupreme afcehdancy overhim ;. 
Oger happy and enamoured fet no bouods to his 
creflulity, and Armoflede managed him with fovereign 
fway. She had conie to him without any intention of 
renewing an engagement, which was no longer alluring^ 
but an inftant of gaiety and folly led her to forget her 
determination ; afterwards, finding the indignation of 
Oger ftronger than Ihs paffion, and hearing mention 
made of a rival, (he was fenfible flie could not regain 
her empire ov^r his heart and mind but In haying re- 
courfe to all the blandifliments of love, and lienceihe 
refolved to becdnie Aminta again. The fquire of 
Ifambard, who had been queftioned by her, had de- 
clared that. his mafter was going to the duchy of 
C:tves to ^nrpl himfclf in the number. of Beatrice's 
' defenders, 
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•iefenders, and thither was Armoflede defirous of goings 
Whenever an idea took poffeflion of her imagination, 
flie cakulated neither the incojivenfencesnor difficulties 
that attended it ; flbe paflionately longed to fee Ifam- 
i>ard again, and to get the better of his prej\idicei5 
againft her : all her wifh was now to prevail en Oger 
to condudb her to the dnchefe. It was no difficrft 

, tafk to intereft hiih in favour of that princefs, and to 
rekindle in his mind the love of glpry, ** It is not 
Iphis/' faid fhe, " that AmiAta is come to feek, it i?5 
^ hero whom fhe loved ; Oger the Dane alone can 

juftify her paffion and her weaknefs, Reftore^o me 
my lover, and in order to defend innoGenoc and beauty, 
relume your brilliant arms ; it is juft, that fhe wbo en- 
^ges you to fly to the fuccpur of an bppreffed woman> 

^fliould have the honour of arming you knight.'* *Thus 
fpeaking, Armoflede took down the amis from the 
itrophy which hung from the ceiling, and prefented 
Oger with his lance and fhicld. He confented to every 
thing, and their departure was fixed for the next day; 
young Sylvan quitted his rural garb without pain * 
Armofleac borrowed fomc of his clothes and orefled 
herfelf as a page, for it was under this difguife that 
flje wiflled to accQimpany Oger, The following day at 
fun rife, Oger, attended by his two pretty pages, 
abandoned his .peaceable retreat without regria^ and 
*ook thie road to the duchy of Qe ves. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



PIETY. 

Quelcharnie^ vainqueur du monde 
Vers Dieu m'cl^ve aujourd'hui ! 
^Malheureux rhomme qui fonde 
Sur ies hommes fon appiti* 
Leur gioire fuit tt s*efface 
£n moins de oems que la trace 
Du vaiiTcauqui fend.les mers^ . 
Ou de la fifecbe n&pide 
QttMola de Toeil qui la guide, 
Cherche Tolfeau dans les airs. 



Solo e penfofo, i piu diferti catnpi 
Vu inifurando a paffi tardt t lenti • 

E gli occhi fjorto 'per fuggir intent! 
Dove veftigio uinan )a rcna ftampi. 

UTRAI^CH. 

THE firft day of Oger*s journey Was fpent very 
agreeably. Armoflede did not fuiFer the converfation 
to languifli : /he took much notice of young Sylvan : 
ihe obferved, that he was penfive arid frequently fighed; 
and had learnt, that he was in love with Chloe. Sylvan 
was handfome, lively, and frank. Armoflede, in order 
to charm the tedioufnefs of a long and troublefoaie 
journey, had formed the proje<9: of conioling^him. 
The party intended to fleep at a fmall town called 
xAltendorf, but arriving at the foot of mount Etrel, 
they ^efcried a pretty houfe upon its fummit. Armo* 
flede was much fatigued \ they made inquiry of a pea^-' 
. — . - fa^t 
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fant who was going by, and were informed, that the 
mafter of that hou& was a holy perfon, and never re- 

. fufed hofpfitality ; and the three travellers determined 
to pafs the night under his roof. They climbed the 

, mountain, and^ arriving at the door of the holy man's 
habitation, perceived, that what they had taken for 
a houfe was a handlbme chapel, and that th& houfe, 
which was fituate behind that building, was a fimple 
hernxitage only. . ^They knocked at the door, which 
was opened by a child of ten or twelve years old. 
He conduced the ftrangers into a neat chamber, and 
leaving them, faid he was goisng to look for his mafter^ 
They expeded to fee a venerable old man, with a 
long white beard', inake Kis appearance ; but what was 
the fuirprifc of Afraoflede and her companions^ at the 
entrance of a handfome young man, with a fine coun- 
tenance, which was rendered ftill more interefting by 
its palenefs^and melancholy caft. Oger named hi mfel:^ 
and'introduced Ami^flede, under the appellation of 
Phllenus, as ^iijq, of his pages. ■ At the name of Oger 
the Daiiej the linkhowa reclufe embraced him, and , 
appeared dHighted fo receive fuch a gueft. After the 
firft'complimehts were qy^r they reciprocally began to 
affii queftions. Oger fafJ'he was goings to Cleves to 
the affiflance of the duchefs, who was beiieged by 
Gerold and the confederate princes. At this informa- 
tion the young and handfome hermit (howed fomc 
emotion, and the tear gliftened in his eye. Oger's 
curiofity was excited to fuch a degree, that he entreat- 
ed him to mention what intereft he took in that event. 
" 1 have no reafon," replied the hermit, " for con- 
cealing my misfortunes or my name, and even if I 

. ufually made a myftery of them, I fliould be foothed 
in unbofoming my heart to a hero, who is as renowned 
for his loyalty and virtues, as his valourous exploits- 
r fhall, therefore, fir, relate my forrowful ftory when 
the f}*ugal meal, I am going to offer you, is over; 
• that ftojy will difplay the true caufe of Gerold's ca- 
* - pricious 
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pricious eond«&; a condud, witb the metises ef 

which Beatrice herfelf is ftill unac(|aaiated, and which ^ 

brought on tfec war you aie going to engage in-'^ 

As the hermit \vas fpeaking» a venerable prieft entered \ 

the room, the hermit prefented him to Oger, inform- \ 

tag the knight, that the oM man had educated him r 

** He i^ the only friend I have left,** continued hs,^ 

" and he fcpplies the place rf every thing I have: 

lok."^ The hermit, as he thus fpoke, feemed to be 

much aiFeded, and after a moment's filence refuming; 

his difcourfe — «• Generous O^er," faid h«, ** ycttfcen* 

to feel for my fltuation, yet J^a^ih not to be lamented ;, 

iminfnl recoUeftiont fometimes difireTs me^ but nw font 

is cahn and peaceful ; reSgioii, and the paternal ten* 

derncft of this virtuous man, have at lengthjxealed 

this deep Wounds of my heart.**^ Every word the re- 

clufe utteyed endeared him ia the eftimatkxn of Oger,^ 

and quickened ihe cujriofity of Armoflede. They fat 

down to table : the reclufe placed himfelf beiweea 

Oger and Aripoflede y the latter frequently caught hi$> ^ 

aitteni^ton by her cbaniung cbnnteiMinCe^ ner kmo^enlL 

and infantine air> and the feeling manner with whicK 

&e feemed to liften to hioi* ' Alter fupper die rechife- 

related his hiftor^, whkh wU be found ia tbc.foUgiMI- 

Mttg diapter^ x 
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C^A^TER XXVr (21^ 



TH£ S^RrOF MEmRJP.- 

fejinftiffitbo-amori perche fi faro ^ 

CowKpOndcnti fai rtoftre defirr ? 

2i4ifi^QN# vol«f dte iA due HT fi air! f- 

*< MY wwlfruMetifflfad ; Berfold^ «rwfather> ofehe 
ikoufe of the cQunU ojf Hohenw>U©r0, bcftowedottme a« 
«xcdtent_c4ufeatk)n, uiA fumUhed oi*>vi4i the^ beft re?* 
^i^etQws^rds it, by giying meOlv^aJd ftjrmy precej^- 
tor, that refpot^We rnaua whoiay«» fee here, 'ami ytho 
RCMv p^s^kiesi wy jettt^ie. I vw$ clefejy mited ic^ 
friencUh^ii fre4^ oiy tec4efoft iriiant^r^. A^^^ Q^roW* 
i^trnt of fiav/tfia, th^ priaee wko i$ die lov^r and 
perfecutdr of the diichefs of Oewes* Thej^ w^« littlb 
conformity ia aur difpofiijiaQS ^nd piiacipka, hut Ge* 
mid, notwit^addiog • hk^ ^rours and bi9 fauits, w^s ' 
))v9na< witji a tender 3»d generoija fowl, ^«iad I became 
ftrondy at^ftched to him. Dwri^gour early yoyth, I 
was tm confident of bis weakneflea and follies ; and at 
length I was aUb of an attacbn^nt which reafon ap- 
proved. His:paffion for Beatrice waa fmcere aivl. vio- 
lent ; he lemred her to diftra^tion, and love, by en-, 
groffing his whole foul, appeared to finifih his ch^ra<9rer 
and produce a total change in his mappers* Wiiile.he 
was yet at the court of^Siat princefo, I was, for tlw^ 
firft time, at a caftle niy father had juft purchafed. 
One day, as I was walking in its environs, I pajOfed by 
afmaUloae ^oufe» the c&gant fimplicity of which 

ftruck 
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ftruck me. While I was furveying it, I heard oh a 
fudden the found of a moft enchanting voice ; I drew 
near to a room on the ground floor, the windows an4 
curtains of which were ftmt. . ; A perfon was finging iii 
the room, and I could eafily diftfnguifli a young female 
voice, which was accompanied by a lute. The clear- 
nefs, the incomparable fwcetnefs of the voice, and the 
expreffion of her finging, caufed an emotion in my. 
breaft, which I had never before experienced.-^— When 
flie had finiflicd the fong, 1 heard her figh, and after 
a moment's filence : « Alas !*" cried ihe, *I (hallfing 
no more, a fortnight hence,. I (hall then be too un-. 
happy !'— ^- * And why,* replied another female, 

* did you give your confent ?' — < O I I gave it not,' 
anfwered the firft voice, * but I was obliged to yield 
to authority, to violence ; I will obey — ^and will dle^— 
and except you, my good Magdalen, no one laments 
poor Maria.** Here they ceafed fpeaking, and I. 
heard nothing now but fighs and fobs. At this mo- . 
ment a door wa^s haftily opened, and- 1 drew back with 
precipitation, with a heart and mind wholly taken up 
by what I had juft been hearing. During the whole ^ 
night I did not clofe my eyes, and thought' of nobbing 
but the unfortunate Maria. I conjedtured, that her ; 
parents were bent upon forcing her to marry the man , 
ihe hated, and that to this misfortune (he joined that , 
of loving another objeft. I imagined the authority 
of my father would prevent fuch barbarous vipler^ce, \ 
and I determined to return to the little manfion in ^ 
order to make inquiry'^into this affair. Thither I * 
repaifed at the decline of the day ; 1 drew near to the 
apartment without making any noife ; I found the win- , , 
dowsand curtains fhut as before, and foon heard the ., 
foft found of Maria's voice, who was holding con-^ . 
irerfe with Magdalen. I heard the latter fay to her— , 

* It is true he is very old and ugly, and befide that ; 
he is ill-humoured, as it is faid, but you will be very j 

- rich ; and tjiat is a cOnxfbrt !'— * O ! as tot riches/ 
* ' -V ^ faid 
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fay Maria, interrupting her, * they have their value 
in the opinion of my aunt ; biit, as to me, I care not 
for them, and you know it well.' — ' Don't weep in 
that manner,' replfed Magdalen, * your aunt is 
coming r coufider how fhe fcolded you yefferday ! *-*- 
* If you be defirous/ faid Maria. « that I (hould. 
weep no longer, teach me forae expedient by which 
I' may free myfelf from this cruel tyranny!' As fhe 
pronounced thefe words, I opened the curtains a little; 
-way, and cried, * It is I, who will give you an in-; 
fallible one.' On hearing this, Mana gave a great 
{firiekv and endeavoured to run away: Magdalen 
ftopped her, and Maria, turning about to look^ fmll-^ 
ed at me; her cheeks were flill wet with tear?, and 
fhe remained (landing without fpcaking a word, and * 
continuaify looking at me: Imagine what muft be my 
fiirprife, when I diicovered the incerellring Maria, who 
in a fortnight was to marry an old man,, to be a young 
gnl of fourteen ; but.. more beautiful than I am able 
to defcribe. I he inaocence and fimplicity, of infancy 
added inexprefSble charms to the graces of her perlbn, 
and notwithftanding her forrow, the fereiiity of her 
looks, and the fweemefs of her fmile, gave a celeftial ' 
expreflion to her countenance : yes, did angeU conde-. 
fcend to aflume a liiortalfhape, and't© appear to man- 
kind; it would^ be in tlie form of Maria ! I was fo 
difturbed, aftonifhed, and afFcfted, that I found myielf 
unable to fpeak. Maria, after having looked at me 
for i<Jme:rtioments, turned her eye^ to Magdalen, wlio 

' was a young girl of eigfiteen, and* they both.began to 

langh ki a l^arty manner. Aftcrwaras Maria look»ed 
again at me ; and remarked, that far from partaking 

• in her gaiety, I Was making vain efforts to check my 

^ teai^. Then Ihe affiimed a ferious and plaintive air, 

and advanced fome* paces towaids me, * You have ^ 
heard then all I have fpoken ?' faid (he. — ' Pardon 
me,' replied I, * for having difcovered your fecrets, 

' I fhall taii.e no advantage of them, but- to ferve youv, 

* * I' 3 * ' Icaa 
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I can venture to aifiire you, that you fha}! not maitjr 
the man you diflikc ; but tell tm%. fak jVIaria^ hav^ 
you no mciination to marry another? I Hiould be 
nappy to know k, in order to be ufefu! to you in that 
jcfpcd.' At thefe wordf^, Maria looked at me with 
aftonifliment ixrtthout faymg a word, and I perceived 
Aat llie made no reply to my queftion^ becaufc fhe 
did not underftand it» Maedalen taking up the dif- 
courfc : * Why, m^f God,* faid ftie, * would you 
have her think of being married, flie is yet biit four- r 
t^en !* In truth, Mfiria^s age had induced me to ima*- ' 
gine that her heart wUs free ; but I wa^ willing to ob- 
tain the full certainty of it. We now heard a noife ; 
• 'Tis toy: aunt/ faid Maria, * go away^ for if fhe 
f€e you here, perhaps jfhe will fcpld/' In order to 
obey Maria, I made a motion to retire ; but having » 
my head through the window, my hair became entan- 
gled in the fringe of the curtain ; and while 1 was 
jnziking ineffeftual efforts to dlfeiigage royfelf, Maria** 
aunt entered the room. Maria laughed violently at 
my embarraffinent, and at the ridiculous^ figure Imade^ 
but her aupt, on perceiving me, thought voq had dis- 
covered an intrigue, and advanced in a great paffion 
towards her niece* Poor Maiia, who was acqmtinted 
with the viblence of her temper^ ran and took refiifflp 
infhe ap^r^qrc of the window where 1 ftood,^anaI 
inftantly threw myfelf iato the chamber. Gertrude, 
for that was the name, of Maria's aunt, not being ahlp 
to lay hold of her niece, whom 1 held in my arms, 
affaifcd me with a t(rfrent of abufe, ^and then afked me 
wholwas? <I am Meiqrad,^ replied I, * the fon 
of Bertold, your lord, who will not fuSer this inno- 
cent child to he the viftim of your avarice or cruelty. 
I have learnt her ftory by chance, and I declare to yoH, 
that ihe fhall not marry tlie^ old man you intend far 
fier4 ; • 

" This fliort explanation entirely quieted Gertrude,; 
J^JcrceiYed.khat my Elaine added great weight to'jii^y ^' 
' ... , , difcourfei 



dilcourfe; Ac perplexed herfelf in cxcufesf^ flie told 
I nifc ihe had no fetention to conftraia Maria/ for whom 

f flie*had great affection ; * But, my lord/ continued 

j ^ fli6, ' * this child, though born of honeft parents, has 

nothing in the wotld ; ihe is an orphan, I have taken 
her Under my profe£bion ; it was all I was able to do ; 
I have no fortune myfelf and could not provide f0r 
her. A wealthy man, who is not old, as Marin 
calls him, for he is not yet fifty, has foILeited h^ 
hand ; for her fake I was defift)us the marrioge fhould 
take place; but I was nmc^uainted with her j-epug^ 
nance to it, and had Ave fpoken to me with frankneU, 
I fhould have entered into no engagement; I wiii, 
however, now rake proper meafures to cancel it with- 
out expofirig the parties.' This deciaratiorf did not 
^convince me^ that the difliuhmlatiori arid fault lay op thir 
^ *de of Maria ; biit 1 pretended to be fatisfiedwith thte 

I 'apology. Maria clung round her -aunt's neck, and 

thanked her with unairefted fim})licity ; ^fhe then ftew 
to embrace Magdalen, as if it were to receive h^ 
congratulations upon the breaking off the marriage* I 
continued half an hour longer ; and, on taking mt 
leave of Gertrude, I requefted permiffion to fee h^ 
again ; and I quitted the houfe in fuoh an agitation of 
ttiiridj as |tft ine no doitbte refpefting thejfta^e into 
which I was falleij. I bad never been in k>ve, and l 
was paffipnately fond of a child ; that child had nekb^ 
formne nor birtn, and I was but too well convinced 
/- that my father would never cotifent to fuch an union'; 
the idea of working upon the avarice of Gertrude, ^nd 
taking the advantage of the innocence and foptern iitu- 
«ion of Marik,' infpired me vmh liorrour; but I kk 
that my deftinywasfor'ever'Coniiefted with hers. Ma- 
ria was fo young, that I could not indulge the hopes of 
fuarrying her for a year or two tocx>me ; and 1 flatter^. 
N . ed myfelf, that time and love woyld be able to Hn*ni{|i 
ime with the means of foftening my father, or ^fix)rB 
me an opportunity^ of efci^pmg from- his- ^utHc^rity 
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The next day I fent Maria two large baikets of fniii 
and flowers, and in the evening I paid her a vifit ; the 
moment I was in fight, flic ran u|) to me, and, with 
a childifii deKght, told me ihe was very happy, that ! 

her aunt was exceedingly good, for the marriage was | 

entirely broken off; (he then thanked me for the ^ 

flowers, and fliowed me how fhe had decked herfelf 
with them. After halt an hour's converfation, Mapa i 

fuddeniy left me alone with her aunt, frilked out of ' ^ j 

the room and went to run about the garden. I pre- - 
vailed upon Gertrude to go and join her, and we ' 

found her on the parterre at play with Magdalerf-^^t 
became one of the party, flie was much pleafed at it, j 

and the whole evening palTed away in races, dancing)^ ] 

and fportive tricks. 1 © pleafe Maria I conduifted my- 
felf in this manner on all my vifits, although this ^ 

childiflinefs and exceffive gaiety did not at all accord 
with my natural dilpofition ; frequently Ihe would 
reward my compliance with a (ong*; I could never 
grow weary of hearing her vofce, that enchanting 
voice, ihe.lwceteft in all the >vorld ; flie fang with fuch 
exprefl'.on and fentimenr, that then alone flie did not 
feem a cbild; yet 1 fometimes caught her attention in 
relating an interefling ftory ; and even in her play, in ; 

fpite of her childiflinefs and vivacity, flie dilcovercd ,' 

a foul repjete with/ goodnefs, elevation, and gene*- ' 

jofi^y, * 

^ *' The more I faw her the more deeply I became 
enamoured. Gertrude had eafily feen into my heart; 
jny love was too flattering to her ambition, not to 
fecure all her endeavours, were it poffible, to aug- 
ment it. As flie feemed to be very fond of Maria^ 
my piejudiccs againft her gave way apace, and fl>e 
foon became milticis ot all my fecrets. I declared to 
her my pafllion for her niece, and vowed I was irrevQ^ 
cably determined to marry her, if I could only flatter 
»myielf^ ihar ii^ partook o\ my fentiments ; but I con- - • i 
ieiicti i V. as or^dergreat appreheniions in that refpe^ft. . 

• I know \ 
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* 1 know not/. contin&d^[. * Avhether it be my happy- 
lot to be loved by Maria ; Ihe is yet too young to feel' 
a paflion like tliat flie herfelf infpires ; but if her beait 
Could ever yield to its impulfe, its tendency towards it 
may already be difcovered, if it really exifted, and I 
cannot fee any thing in her that announces fuch a dif- 
pofition. She expicfles friend (hip for me, but (he is 
£0 much athereafe in my prefence, has fuch a fund 
t)f gaiety, fuch perfeil equanimity, that nothing can 
Icfs refemble love than the kind of attachment fhe 
difcovers towards' me, I am perfuaded fiie would give 
m^'her hand without repugnance ; but you muft con- 
ceive, that It would prove infufficient either for hdr 
bappinefs or mine.* Gertrude fmiled at my alarms, 
ridiculed them with much art, and diflipated them by 
relating feveral inftances of Maria's partiality towards 
me* Gertrude had fenfe and addrefs ; I was young, 
without experience, and paflionately in love; it was 
no difficult matter to perfuade me of the truth of what 
I defircd wich fo much ardour. The moft commqp ex- 
preffions and unmeaning aftion of Maria (he woulcl 
interpret with fo mnch dexterity, and in a manner fo 
highly flattering to roe, that I gave myfelf up without 
diftr-uft to the dear illnfion they created. Six months 
paffed awayiin this manner, at the expiration of which 
my father undertook a journey, and I was obliged to 
quit Maria for a while. 

: . " About five weeks after my.jdeparture, my father 
declared, that he had fixed upon a wife for me. I knew 
the lady Le deftinedfor me^ (he had no fortune, but 
wafi high born, and nature likewiie had been lo un- 
favourable, to her, that» even before I had ieen Marian 
I could not have forced myfelf to torm fuch a connec- 
ti.n. 1 fell at my father's (e^t to conjure him not to 
give, me a wife wnom'it was not poflibte to love, l^e 
repeated, thatic was the greateft alliance, we couWeveir. 
cxpeft, and remained inHexible. At I aft he adde<J, 
that he had given, his word^ axid I ^luft marry the lady 

* . ■ in 
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in fix mnnths. I retired overwhelmed with def]^an*^ 
curfing the frivolous and inconceivable vanky, whic]| 
preferred a name beftowed by chance, to beauty, ta^ 
lents, and virtue ; and whicti facrificed happinefs to 
the moft ilupid of all prejudices. In this critical fitu-. 
ation I ihould have done well to have confultedOfwald^ 
that worthy friend who had brought me up; he would 
have given me ufeful counfel, which would have pre- 
fervqd me from the dreadful evils that my imprudence 
was laying up in ftorc. I wanted confidence in himi 
and I have been feverely puni(hed for it. I had juft 
received a letter from the count of Bavaria^ who, agree- 
ably to the com];nand of the duchefs of Cleves, had 
been travelling for fome months pad. He informed me^ 
that it was his intention to come and pafs the remain-*- 
ing part of his exile with me, and he a6luaHy arrived ^ 
at the moment we returned to my father's caftle. Ge- 
jold fpoke of the duchefs with enthisiiafm, he adored 
her, and (he engrpfled all his thoughts ; love had re« , 
ftored him to virtue, and made him dc(i^fe, from the 
bottom of his heart, all the follies of his early youth* 
I entruiled him with my fecret ibrrow, and related to 
him all my fiory : he felt keealy for my fituation, faid 
he could not venture to give me advice, but that I 
might entirely difpofe of bis feiyices. I haftened to 
Maria's habitation, il^e received me witli fenfibility, 
I reviewed her Avith tranfport, I found her much 
grown, improved in her charms, and ftill as gay and 
unafiefied as ever.. Atkft, I declared my love, fow 
knthertO) out of iefpe£i for her youth and innocence, i 
had unfaofomed' myfelf only to her aunt ; I i^entioned 
jhe rigour of my father, and the refolution I had 
taken -to efcape from that tyranny, to take my fliglit, ' 
amd marry her in fccrcc^ • 

«* Maria liftened with her acciiftomed ferenity, with- 
out forprife and without emotion i but (he anfwered 
me with an enchanting fweetnefs which I took fop 
toye; ani Gertrude} with Jier ufjuai a^drcfc, did'Hol- 

feil 
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ifaiJ-to confirm me in that delufion. I took the tount 
of Bavaria to Gertrude^s habitation; he faw Maria, 
and found her fuch as the mafl paflidnate love had de- 
pifled, Ceroid, full of gaiety and gracefulnefs, ac- 
commodated himfelf without effort to the chjldiihnefs 
of Maria ; but I remarked fhe wa5.extremelv referveil 
to him, and ihe betrayed a timidity which I had never 
perceived before. He wiflied to hear her fing, and I 
obferved her blufh and -tremble; Gertrude, on th« / 
nior;-ow, related to me that Maria had faid, / thought^ 
perhapSj that flr anger would tell Meirtrad I did not ftng 
uiilL^ ' In every thing,* added Gertrude, * the man- 
ners of the pfince do not pleafe her, and fhe has con- 
ceived a kind of averfion to him ; 1 believe, though 
flie does not acknowledge it, that (he entertains a kind 
of jealqufy of the friendihip you have for Wm. * This 
difcourfe, which. was greedily liftened to, ferved to 
blind me refpeiling every thing, >vhich would have 
opened my eyes> had I been free from prejudice. 
In the mean while, time paffed awavj my father al- 
rea4y began to niake preparations for my nuptials, and 
it was neceffary to take my refolution. 
' **^ Ceroid offered me an afylymln hi§ dominions; 1 
accepted liis offer,, and it was agreed upon^ that in fix 
weeks I flipuld hafien thither vvjth Maria. But a8 on' 
a fudden, in I'pite of all the precautions I had conti- 
i^vaUy taken, my father difcovered my affiduity to 
Maria,^ hefpoke tp me concerning it, and I. conceived, 
tljat did I oof remove- his fufpicions a little, be wonl(f 
have mc watched, and my flight with Maria could 
nt)t thqn poffibly be effet3:ed. In confequcnce of this, 
I replied, that I had been there merely gut of curiolity, 
» to ^nd (krt what could have fo frequendy drawn th« 
count of Bavaria to that houfe. 1 added, that after ' 
his engageniepts with the duchefs of Cieves, I could 
not belieive he li^d'any defigns upon the yojng girl ; 
bul; yet my friendship for him xnade me confider this 
im^-rco}3td^ ^itb^ C92»;$a»9 p4 ^^ ^ wa^ endeavouring 
# to 
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to perfuade him to avoid it. This account fully fatis- 
fied my father; however, J learnj:, that he had ordered ' 
my proceedings to be watched, and my embarraflment 
w as now extreme. The count of Bavaria proposed to 
return into his dominions, through which, (in fetting 
off from the fpot where we were) it was ncceflary to 
pafs, in order to repnir to Beatrice. The year of 
exile, preCcribed by that princefs, now drew towards . 
its conclufion, and Ceroid, whofe happinefs was near 
at hand, was to quit me in a few days. 

" After a thoufaud refledlions upon my diftreffing 
iituation, I thought of entrufting Maria lo the care of 
Ger(ud, and to entruft her all alone, for her aunt, who 
had lain ill for feveral days, was not in»a condition to 
accompany her. I therefore, entreated Ceroid to 
take Maria under his protedtion. to convey Iier into 
his dominions, and to leave her there in fafety, when 
he ihould return to the duchcfs. * When you arc V 
gone,' faid I, ' I will tell my father you have run ' 
away with Maria ; I fhall then be no lohger watched, ' 
and (hall be able in a (liort time to efcape and join 
you, and the more lo as I (hall be*alone, and my flight ' 
will be the eafier.' Ceroid appeared aftonifhed at this 
fciblution, and I ought to confefs that he combated it, 
and produced many reafonable objedlions y but as I • 
could devife no other expedient than th s to fecure the 
poffeffion of Maria, I perfifted, and Ceroid yielded to 
my importunity. We conimunicated this plan to 
Maria, who confented with extreme difficulty, and 
wepi abundantly. I naturally believed, that the vexa- 
tion (he felt at not having me for her companion was 
the caufc of her tears, aiiul I was extremely affected at 
her forrow !— Aias ! for two months patt 1 had no 
doubt ^of her tendernefs; (he was entirely changed, 
had loft all her gaiety, and I was convinced chis 
change arofe t rom the difquietude which this diftref- 
fing embarraffment of our iituation created in her 
wvittd. It appeared very natural to me, that every daj 
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fhouldinci'eafc her grief, fmce every day brotigjit that 
nearer which my father had fixed for my marriage.— 
At length, Marfa departed wifth Gerola. — ^My father 
reaUy believed that the prince hdd carried her off; he 
drd not appear at all fufpicious of me : I fecretly pre- 
pared for my flight, and intended' to efcap6 tte day 
after a wiW boar chafe, which myfather wasabotit to 
give, had taken pl^ce, and to which he had invited 
all the nobility of the neighbourhood. The day be- 
irigarrived, 1 accompAied my father to the hunt; 
and you may imagine how unnt I was to partake in 
the fport : the chafiibfted fix hotirs, when my father^ 
defirihg to tertAimte it, took upon hihrfelf, according 
tp his cuftom, the taflk of attacking and deftroying tlie 
boar. He aliglitcd from his horfe, and, arm^d with i 
fpear^ began die combat, while we all remained forty 
paces diftant; myfather:mifledhi8 ftroke, andthebeaft 
fell up&n him wuhfuiy. I inftantly flew to the fuc* 
coilr of my father, who had already receive^ feveral 
wounds; iTuflied upon ^e animal, received a deep 
WQUnd myfelf, but dealt him a deadly blow. All the 
hunters furrounded us ; my father funk down in theii 
arms ; a litter Was made of the branches of trees, and 
he -was thus carried to the caftle. Immediate affiftance 
was called, his wounds were examined, *and declared 
to be mortal. - ~ 

^* What I felt is, on this declaration, not to bed©- 
fcrlbed. .1 fhuddered in thinking, that it favoured th^ 
intereft of my love; and that I felt ^ paffion, which 
nothing but my father's death could render legitimate 
and happy. This fituation appeared in ali its horfour to 
rnery however, the more I examined my heart, the more 
I felt that I would have given my life to preferve his. 
I was myfelf much wounded, but 1 would not take to 
my bed ; I watched and attended my unhappy fiather 
during twelve days ; ,he j;ave me his benedidlion, and . 
expired in my arms I— Fatigue, forrow, tJic wounds I 
bad r^ceiredi and which w^re much feftered, threw me 
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into fucb » codditioo, that my life was miAnge^rtA.'^ 
As foon as OfwaU bad beard 0f my Other's accideat» 
be qiikted hk retreat, and took u^ his abode at the 
eafUe ; be foiHid me ia ib ftate of-infenfibQity^ and on 
the verge of the grave. In this condition I by for 
more t]^ A three vsreek^; at length I returned b lifeiir 
order to experience new affliiSions; On rccovfiing my 
fiuifes^ I refleded, with muchpain, that Maria muft 
have been imder great uneafmdfsfdr two months paflr. 
I opened my heart to Ofwaldl and intreated him to ' 
write tQ the.count of Bavaria. He con^plied with mj 
teqaeft ; andv iiv a few days after>||^came wellieoougn 
to write myfelf to Maria. I b^an to q^it qiy couch; 
my health was returning very faft, when one monaing^ 
Ihearda courier from GercddannoufKSedy whoprefentw , 
«fie a letter.-«0 generous Oger, your bearr has furely 
^t the force of love and friendftiip; jqdgethen of «ay 
feelings on the perufal of this fatal letter^ wbicb wa^ 
written in the ^elir^un of reo^orfe aM deffftir^ and 
joforioed me> t;lm Qor^ having at oncerbetrayed bis 
feicndarid bis mt(brelJs^l^d);in.an ui^ardj^d^ m^lDei^ 
Educed the innocence of ih^ unfoftwa^e. Maria.— Hft 
lidded; thatbeiQg reAqred to. b)iisifelf» b^ was ftitU^more 
ttiamowedtbftn e«er of Beatrice; but having now» as hfi 
laid, the choice of crimen ^dy, heeonfideredbeowed 
his harid to Maria ; that he had written toth© duchei^ 
in ordei to break off tbfi jnawriage ; tbajt afteiwards 
be hdd promifed Maria to df]^ufe her pubUcly iji 
|he coiirfo of a week^. and at the fam^ lime he had 
declared te> ber* his beart was no. logger; at his owa 
diipofal; tiiait Maria,, all bathed iuv tears, niade- pa 
I»ply J but, m a few days after, ihe had eloped Yrom 
the palace^ leaving hin> a note which contained thefQ 
words : Maria iwlt not prdV4 any eh/i^'k ta the h^pp^knefi 
'rf G^r^Ui ha flniil miur hear af k^r more. : on leaving 
Geroid^ Jbec^nfe^r^tes^ h^rfeif without a flruggle to thai 
titernai obii^tion, v^kk is^juitahie to her condition^ Ger old 
toibsd bia letter, by d^cla wg |^*i^ bt^ bad made tiiv* 
• , ^ availing 
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aTalliog inquiry afber Maria, and remained totaU^f 
ignorant of what was become of her. Thefe dreadfiu 
f^articulariS agonized my foul, and impreflfed it with the 
wildefl: tranfports of hatred and refentmcttf, Gerold, 
potwithftanding alVhisremorfe, appeared to m€ as the 
jnoft inhuman of mankind ; his greateft crime, in my 
5ftimatidn> was tj^at »of ftill airing Beatrice,, after 
having feduced Maria : ,the thoughts of Maria wander- 
ing^ and difccxcifolate, infpircd fuen defixe of vengeance, 
that I was eager to fet #iF without delay, to tai out 
Ceroid, and ftvike him to the heart. — But my wouncfa 
being fcarcely healed, the violent agitation pf my mind 
opened dieni aftc/Iy -y a burning f^yer confinled tat 
agam to niy bed, and the very pafli<MiWi whidi threw 
cne into this relajj^fe, now led' me to be folicitous U^ 
yecovcr i I was anxious to preferve my life to gratify 
my vengeancp, A new events howevejf, changed my 
relolution^y and eiSecSted wh^t all the advlce^andex^ 
hqrtatipn of Ofwald were unable to perform. 

** One day my fquire entered my room* and mform«4 
me, that an unknown perfon on horfebaci had metium 
in an avenue to the caltle, an4 deliverjgd a leuiei: t& hisci 
for , me, and at the fame inftant rp<fe: pr«^pltatcly 
9iway. Ir«ceiv«dthe fitter with emotion; but, ^reaiC 
iSod! what did I feci, when I beheld the hand- writiag 
of Maria — ^I have prefervicd this precious andaflfigfiin* 
letter. — Herp it is ; perufe it." . On faying thiSf Mcioraa 
prefented to the Danifh kmght that leQar which Imi 
10 often been wet with hi$ tears. C^er read what 
follpws ; " Can the guilty Maria venture to write to- 
tlie virtuous Meinrad r— p-ies, it is my duty to write,. 
I kndw his heart ; and while! inform him of niy errour* 
and my flight, I wifli him to know, that I have found a 
fecure and honourable afylum. After- two days and 
two nights painful journey, I was received ^nder ^ 
refpe£lable roof, where indulgent virtue gives admiffioci 
tp the unfortunate, without inquiring whether their 
Kiifery be a tfial fcoai heaVenr or. tbejul^ cbs^lifemept. 

oi 
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of their faults. After having by thefe particulars 

t ratified your compaflionate difpohtioii^ it is my duty 
irther to inform you, that I alone am guilty, that mjr 
own heart has undone me.— Friendfhip, together witff 
the moft tender gratitude, attached me to you, and for. 
a long while I imagined thofe fentiments were what 
jou called love. Alas ! I onlyMealt to know in wha| 
manner you loved me, by having feen Ceroid ! — ^Eveiy 
tiling you fuiFered for me, I felt for him. — I was a 
tboufand times ready to tell yo9 1 adored- him •, but my 
aunt always prevented nie, by declaring, that fuca 
avowal would make you eternally wretched, and in- 
volve you in a quarrel with a friend wJiora you held fo 
dear. I kept filence, but my forrow and my tears 
fhouldhave undeceived you. Without knowing, alas ? 
what I had to dread, I trembled when you determined 
I fliould go alone with Ceroid; aild I oppofed it in 
vain. During this fatal journey, I Was unable to con- 
ceal the paflion that governed me* Ceroid long 
ifcigned not to underftand' me, and I found a thoufand 
ways to prove that I loved him. It was I who, .at 
length, feduced him. — The day after our arrival at hi* 
nalace, he held this teirible difcourfe. r anve you my 
hand\ it fltall he ypurs \ in a week will I lead you to the 
altar* But do not flatter yourfelf^ Maria, that the guilty 
Ceroid cart make you happy. Before he knewyouyhe adored 
the duchefs. of CUves^ and he will love her to his lafl gafp. 
IJacrificg my happinefs, and confec rate my life to you \but do 
notafkmefor love. 1 replied wiih tears only, and iu 
the dead of the nighl I eloped from the palace- 
Heaven is juft ; for llnce i coirld not partake the, 
tendemefs of Meinrad, I ought to have found Gerold^ 
ipfenfibl^ !—l have loft my honour, my peaceof mind, 
and yourerteem; 1 love without hope, andlamonlv fif- 
tceriyears old !*-^How long Jiave I to fuficr, if, inieed,'- 
1 furvive fo much ^ffliftion I — O, do not aggravat<»- the ' 
horrour of my deftiny I — ^I have loft jail claims upon 
you 1 Iknow it~Yet, generous Meinrad, I ffill v^n- 
^' • • ture 
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r ture to offer up to yon a prayer. — Maria, who is dif- 

' honoured} who is unworthy of your fricndftiip, but who 

^^ 1* ovei-whelmed with misfortune, conjures you on her 

knees, to give up all defirc' of vengeance, all fenfe, of 

I tefentment againft Ceroid. Confider -that, in fpite of 

my weaknefs and my ierrours, f am not ungrateful ; the 

remembrance of your favours will be ever prefent to 

my mind, and yo\ir Inoft determined contempt can 

[ ' never weaken tliat pufe and vivid attachment with 

I which you fnfpire me; the only virtue T have left ! — 

I' ' O ! Meinrad, why was 1 not born your fifter ! — I fhould 

t then have had a friend, and might have poured out my 

I forrows into his bofom. — Ah, were you my brother, 

[ what tender friertdfhip^had united us together ! — How 

', fatistied would you have ever been with my heart (•— 

[ Yes, one of my grcatcft affliSions, is to know that vou 

i are wretched ; is to be perfuaded, from my own feel- 

t ings, that you will ever continue fo ; for there is no 

' cure for love. Alas ! of that I am but too certain !— 

Yet you have nothing to reproach yoqrfelf with ; your 

condu<£t has always been as pure as your mind, and I 

blefs heaven that you are lefs to be pitied tfian myfelf ! 

— -O, you, who ought to curfe theday in which you. 

iirft took pity on my fate, farewel ! — My generous pro- 

teflor, jnay my repentance and my misfortunes appeafe 

your juft indignation ! — But whatever may be your 

lentiments, deign to be perfuaded, that you will always 

remain the deareft friend of the unhappy Maria." 

** This letter,'* refumed Meinrad, "which difplayed 
the ingelic foul of Maria, ferved only to increafe my re- 
gret, and inflame my refentment agaihft Ceroid; but a 
prayer from Maria,wastomeamoftfacredcommand.— » 
Of all the pai ns that racked my heart, themoft infupport- 
ajile arofe from my ignorance of the place of Maria's 
i^etreat, and, of courfe, my utter inability to anfwer her 
■ttter ; or, which would be more properly faid, to fly to 
Iter ! O, how fhould I have delighted to promife her to 
overcome, or atleaft to filencefor ever, an unhappy at- 

' . tachment ! 
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tachment ! to adopt her for my fiftcri to merit and ob- 
tain her confidence, to wipe aw^y her tears, and to con«* 
fecrate tnv whole life to afford lier confolation 1 
^ <^ As m€ had mentioned her place, of retreat to ^.c 
within three or four days journey from the refidence of ^ 
Gerold, I caufed the ^oft diligent inquiries to be made , 
ih the whole of the country around j but they were 
itiadein vain; I concluded (he was retired to a con-^ 
vent, and I am ftill of that opinion; but probably a 
diangc of name, and fome other precautions, render tlie 
difcovery of her afylum impofEble, Mv rcfolution 
was fupported as long is I flattered my(elf with the 
hc^e of finding Maria; but that hope being dcftroye^i 
• I became totally diflieartencd, and a prey to tfiedeepeft 
forrow. Entirely taken up with the thoughts of 
Maria, I perfuaded myfelf it was^ her intention to re- 
nounce the world, and confecrate herfelf to God. I 
then formed the refolution to embrace the fame kind of 
life; this indeed, was no facrifices for what had I to 
regret in all the univerfe, when Maria was loft to me !. 
* At leaft,' faid I, * we (hall be re-united in fenti- 
mcnts, in occupations auid dutyi Q, Maria Khe auflere 
penance, to which you condemn yourfelf, will I partake; 
each of us, pining under infurmountable pafiion, will 
mourn in filence and obfcurity ; each, at the foot of the 
altar, will invoke the Supreme Being ; we will pray and . 
weep together. Alas \ you will think lefs on your un- 
happy friend than your barbarous feducer — ^and as fpr 
me, I fliall think only of you ! — But one day £btall yt>u 
knowj that in lofing-you, Meinrad has loft every 
thing; you (hall know, that he was attached but to yoii. 
alone, and you will fay, he deferved to he beloved P 

** I communicated my intentions to Ofwald, who./ 
vainly endeavoured to diUuade me from them. How- ;, 
everV he obtained a promife from me,^that before I^ 
fhould ihut myfelf up in a monaftery, I would pafs a . 
year in folitude. He abided, that he would accompany 
rti^, and if, at the expiration of that time, I (hould per- 

fift 
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I I fift in mv refolation, be Wbuld^himfdf partake iti my 

f fete, and for eveV fix himfelf in the convent I fcould 

"^ choofe. I could not rtfufe this delay, to a generous 

I and faithful friend, who thus aflbciated himfelf in myiatf 

t lot. Wefet out together i this favage and retired fpot 

, pleafed us j here I built the chapel and the hermitage^ 

I and here have wfe lived five months, Religion, andthfe 

l converfe of the /age Ofwdd, have infonfibly cdmcd. 

^ the violence of the paffion vy hich confuiiied me. Maria. 

^ will be ever dear to me, but her interefting image, 

f which is always before my eyes, no longer fills nay 

; heart with agitation and defpair, her remembrance 

■ foftens without difturbing me. — ^In fine, «ach day con- 

, firms me in the refolutioa of confecrattng myfelf en- 

{ tirely to God; love alorie induced me to form it| but 

; it is religion which confirms it, and which will enable. 

I me to attain its full acconnplifliment." 



CHAPTER XXVn. 



net HUMJaJtTEV, 

Lliipoctifie ^ft un hommage^ ^e U Vice rend a Jairertu. 

■ ^ ,, /I^x/mride laRocHxrovCAviT# 

WHILE Meinrad was relating his ftory, Armoflede, 
whofe eyes were fixed upon hiin, feemed to liften with 
fuch intereft and commiferation, that Meinrad's atten« 
tion was fometimes drawn from hia^ fubje6i, fo much 
was he afFe6led by her (cnfibility. When the company 
fat • down to table, he placed by his fide the pretty 
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page, who had fliown fuch goodncfs of heart, and fuch 
ingenaoiifnefs of difpofition. Towards the middle of 
the repaft, Oger, who had already complained, of a' 
pain in his head, was feized with a violent fhiv^ring ; 
diey felt his pulfe, aT»d~ AndiAg him feverifli, they >ed 
him to the little apartment that was allotted him. He: 
was indifpofed to fuch a degree, that he begged to be* 
left alone with Sylvan, and to go immediately to bed/ 
Meinrad, taking hold of Armoflede, went out with her ; 
Ofwald repaired to his cell, and 'Meinrad cohdu£le<f' 
Armoflede to his own chamber, informing her, th^t the 
fudden illnefs of Oger had deranged him a little; as it 
had been his intention to put him and his twopagesin the 
bed he had prepared for him*. I have no other fpare 
bed, continued Meinrad, but I will give you the half* 
of mine, which is ftill larger than that of Ofwald's.- 
At this, Armoflede fmiled, and refufed the offer, aflur- 
ing him (he could fleep exceedingly well in a chair. 
** No, no," returned Meinrad, " I am abfolutely de- 
termined you fhall fleep with mej and I aflure you, 
without a compliment, that I ftiall fufFer no incon- 
veniency from it." On faying this,, Meinrad Diut the 
door of his cell ; he then began to undrefs himfelf, and 
he invited Armoilede to do the fame. " Indeed, fir," 
faid Armoflede, " 1 cannot think of undrefling — ^and I 
aflure you, that, if Oger had not been ill, I fliould not 
have partaken his bed; I (hould rather a thoufand times 
have paflcd the night on the floor." 

Armofl|sde did not. fay this without dejfign ; for fhe 
had already formed a plan of fedu<Sion. Meinrad was. 
two and. twenty; he was handfome, tender, and his un- 
happy pafllion and hi^ piety rendered him, in her eftiraa- 
tion, a conqueft the more defirable. She thought every 

* It is well-knowft, that In former times, ani even as late as the 
laft century, ft was thefaihion to have very large beds, /and a common 
ctiftom for two or thrcei and .frequently four or iiv* perfons to fleep 
together la the (axnQ bed. 

thing 
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tWr^ waV poifiblif to be efFcfted by'h«r ch^rms^ini 
art^es. ^ffides, {he always yrehlcd to the' imprefliorl 
bf the monrenc, and in the courfe of one night* td 
rerider io p^ffionate a l^vei: Jf^iihMs, and pervert ..ji 
' faiht, appealed to her a fublime atteiript, and the hub 
inafter-pie(:e of coqaetry. In the mean whife, MeTr/racI 
•coniSniied ptrfling off his clothed; and aflced thetirifiS 
and refpe£lfixl littTe page how old. he was. Arrhofl^dc^ 
who under hpr difguife, could eafily pafs ifor'aYcw 
years younger than (he .was, replied that flie was fifteen. 
" AJas P' added (he, « it was the age of ^he ungrateful 
Maria, when ihe left you.**^ *^ O, call her not yngratei 
fill," replied Meinrad; ^' I wa,s Winded by love, but 
(be was finccre and tender ; and I have only to com-i 
plain of myfeif!" — ** Ah, fir," faid Armoftede, inter- 
rupting^him, ** I {hall never conceive, thafth'eobjecftof 
your aSedlions could abandon you for another ; and for 
^ vile betrayer! H(OW was it pofHble, that (he had noi 
learixcd of you to be in love with virtue ?"7-« Ah,**^ 
cried Meinrad, "with a heart, fo- ten<^er, and Mrith fo 
much innocence, even virtue itfelf may go aftray ; ' of 
this was Maria an example^ Believe me, rhilenus, that 
a purer foul than Mafia's does notexift upon earth.'*' • 
• On faying this, Meinrad went into bed, and caflfi 
ing tp Armoflede, ** I pofitively in(i{l-upon it/' faixi he^ 
•* that you come to me. I will* not allow ydu tb pdiC 
the night upon a chair. Come, come, ^ivc over thefe 
ceremonies, undrcfs yourfelf and come to bed/* Armo- 
flede ftill made refiftance, and under apparent confufioA 
itammered out feme words which Meinrad did not 
underlland; Meinrad now lofing all patience, i/ififtedi. 
in a commanding tone; the hypocritical Ar'moflede 
feemed to yield through fear and rcfpeft ; {he fell upon 
her knees, and made a long and fervent prater; {he 
then undre{red with many fighs, and at laft lay down 
by the fide of Meinrad, affedling to keep zt as gredt 
tli{lance as poifible, lying even oh the edge of 'the bed, 
Meinrad did-4iot go to fleep till very late; Armoflede 
Vol. t M h^ard 
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lioard him foftljp figh ;. hu^ at Jkogth the. peaceful, jrtf^ 
pbfe of ;a pure coni'cicnce fu(pended all hisjpains, TJ^fj 

Sjpagc, however,, of the uafortuoate Maria, alway$ 
rctent to his meriH^y;^ purfued him even iahis drjesmSr 
. "wice he. uttered in a plaintive yoicft h(^ belpve^ 
iiam^.. AxmojQede fmiled^i on thinking, tl^at t^c piou$ i 
Jleiotad was not lb thoroughJ^ cur^ of.lqve, f»& hff 
prjptendcd to be- . r . ;, .^ \ ^: j 

At day breaks, Meinrad» . feding .a Wcytght ugpi^^ Wj^ 
ftomajch, awoke} he difcovered that , the little, p^^., 
%vhofe reipiration aruiounced the iQM^deit t^^ip h^ 
thrown his arm rpund.hisbedfelluw's' neck and r/^9^' 
his head upon his bri^aft. . tJnwiUing ioi (Jijlurb the. 
ilumbers of . the.ai?niable.cbild> Meijorad w(»iiJ not dff 
range him, but endeai-oured to fall again^ to jOieep i)^ 
ihat pQlitton. Unable,, how?ev^> to cffftft hU. pjurpofei 
^e opened hi$ ej^e% ai;id the firft t;hing he^&wi was-a 
pretty baud mi arm^ ^xafljy like thpfe-cf Maxiai' 
Meincadftarted asj^^e eicaminpd Af^nQfledej^pdletrhi . 
reader judg^oC hisfurprifi^ wh^n. the qpiening" of hec > 
Ihirt dififiov^ed-to himithe nwft b^utifid hofoqii in the *: 
ij^orld !.— (^oafiifed and trpubied* Ws firft a^n jcrhap$ - 
wW nQt;to,ru(h from* tbo* arm^. of ^rrnoflwe^ithe ,lajr . 
nfK>tiQi)iers withaJftoaiflioient;. but at length the y<ii^u» 
oij^ apd penitent Ailciufad coj^twiplated> with aifeatip% „ 
^})at be^iichioft ohjeilii, in reciopeQing i^ ,u4willing^ 
m& to come intq hed^ he likcwife i:eaiembered tier de» 
y6tipn,.bcraf"tleisne6, her fifpfiili^tyv and tender yqutb^^^ 
the. innpce;^ice> tooy>e afcribed to h^ he imagined 
that Pgqr wa^ ^n^qiwinted with, her fe^ ali,<ji^9^ 
his foul to give way to the[ j^oft dar^ge^^nis qommifiq^ ^ 
tion- S*iety is fo confi,dii^ and fo cn^dnlpi^ i—Aud / 
how, too,._coLild a faint venture to fdrm^Vi^ib judgf , 
inent? Meinrad, tbqrefor^, was jiat^rally in^uped to , 
imagine ;this lyoung, beauty Wi^f, ^ pure aj^. a^Mefe af; 
fee ap.pea,re4 changing. . ...... . . .. ' 

In the midii <;^f .tt^qfe /reflc^Hiionf,, 54eiarad-p?r^ . 
reived upon Arroofledg's bofdni'.a tl,lghi goldqn chain. 
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though proFoundiy artful, was extremely giddy and 

frequently off her guard; a defeft of hb fmall irtcon- 

venience to a peifonof her chara6tcr ; and in prepar* 

ing the fccne we have jy^^beg fi rea dings together with. 

a fublime romance, which ffie wds to relate when (ho 

awakened, flie had totally forgotten the medallion, the 

chain of which, indeed, was rivetted round her neck, 

and was never u^j^t^p^f vt^*^^ b^.hj)wever fuppofed, 

that (he would nave lirbken the chain on going to bed> 

and remo\red this indifcreet medallion; but the work 

was fo fine and fl||^t,, t,h9Jt it.was C9ncealed in the folds^ 

of the (hirt, and not at all perceived by her when fee 

I laid her arm acrofs the bofom of Meinrad. Fortunately* 

Meinrad dif<povcred it. . The two wprds he had read 

I left no dbubtrin his miad r^fpe^ing the charaSer and 

\ conduft 6F ibe p^rfpn who pad cliofen fuch Ji device* 

* ' Indignation, ind the trioft deliberate contempt, reftored 

] ' hitti tdWttrfyf'agsdnrhe rufeed from the arms of hi» 

\ bed-fellow, threw a cloke byer his feoulders, and leaped 

out of bdd. Aiirttofledc, ignorarrt of tht difcovery of 

I th^ thedallipn, apipeared t6 ' bfe Jaft aSyakihg ; and at 

1 ^'xwcedftfted-ftirprtfe, fear, and fbatiAe V A^ wept, arid 

1 -feWit.lWteinr'a^'ife^. I^e ivas goiiig to -exhibit her, 

' ;» dniiance, but * M«riratd rtpulfed h^r with Afflainj^ 

^««^eafe,'' firtd hci «« to^prbldngan WHcfsimDofture; I 

I - ^iteW y<yb,,'*ted yoa haVc loft erj*^ -t^harrt ttitft ePuld 

•reitiflier Wu d^n|;eroi^^^^ IP ybtfr heart beiiot ij^rieparaw 

Biyiitorrtipted^yhitttth arid extrrcsrte ybuHeH from the 

^al^eft cdndkfon into v^^bich vice has pliinged you; the 

• %bl.Ji^' pride, which Icslds vcm aftray; ought to aflifl: 

ywrt^Wdeavoar^ : for yoi^r Wnl^ent fuccefles are biiti 

thiJ work bf 'lies' '^hi deccft. CoAfider^ that you woukl 

't>e"4inable'tb feduce'theman of ^hemoft depraved diC- 

iH^Tuibiri 'drJ^iS cohtctttf^atc you -vHthout illufxon, in 

y ' '•• Ma, your 
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your dwn fliape : confiaer; too^ tliat' in jperiWering % 
this jfhameful ftate df deptavtty; after having^ We^Wfe 
:'opprobri*urti of your own 'fee, you nHUr in' ^ ^ir^i^ 
.become the abomiftatidh alhd^ conteinpfr-ojF oirsl*^* ^*^ 
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J'ai toui fait, tout osc pour jt'aimer potir tc plairc," 
J^ai trahi riion paVsi et hrion pere, ct tidon ' roi) 
CfeptndaAt, IfOU le- p'ri<, " tti'^t^ qui; j'ien rt^ol !' ' ■ 
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... THE pio^s Melj^rs^ 4i^ ^not '^^vcrt ^^^^^ 
but his difcott^fe ftfved^ t9^ :hiifnili^te,her .to a degrjsc 
jwhicb flj^ 'had never b^ore' jexpRriencedf j^ieinjr^'s . 
;vii-tue;gave.a prophetic.air to hj? .;wor^%; wbjc]b, ,^f- 
turbfxl an^ jntifniriated .the,fliamelef$ Ari^aodieij^i^i^ 
iqSt^ for a^^qjkcat^^i heir eifropt«ry:,.;aatwi;for tbc Jirft 
.timq of he^ life^^.^^rkfe of flianjie ja)mgdled fceip tPtf^^^ 
.dovyn be^. f^ye^ mi hip^gbk a bliift^^ ' on %^t c|^^. 
. JS^e3«^ftG^€;d, ' to l^vc thp .chamber ^n.; which ^v^ne 
, truth.ha d j uft gi vea^her fo jternbl^ a Jefion ; , ihe , foiipd 
Oger awake ^n^ withoutJiU fejifervaii4die prfi^d Win 
-to^ fe^ off immed'uteJy..^. .}*^^.^ b^dp far^wpjl ;to,A45^- 
rad jaind depa,r.ted, , ,Let,usj(ea\*;^, tj^enj.^tp ;PiuIue their ^ 
.JQurpey^,aRd retWix ta^e'-*^ fjjet'^JJw^n.U^ 

r ' * * * * niour 



mPHT oxk leaving ..Ogpc's cottage ; . but. the gendenefs .and ^ 
[ a^e^piutfe.Tii^^vii^ had at; length dif.. 

p^d, ithe i;lfli|d Mchich bi?^ over his na*Mid ; ' ^nd% ob^ 
f^tvi^gjjixe ^^^ fek to hear 

ti)(s rfft. oC his ftor^r^, jbe thua reftfmed, the cQutinuatibn . 

..*« Uaaihani^. O mv brother f—rWhat, a proof of 
fnen(3j[bi{f,fim.I tEis cay going.to give thee, in contiH- 
nuiog^this heart-rendil]ig.>.reUtion* } am now come to 
' qie »tal period, fmce which my life has been nothing, 
iri^rp jtha^i a Ibnf and excruciating agony! Thoit* 
i^b^eft my puniintnent, bujt thou wilt lament .'me 
i^ll more, when tb^u jjq^oweii ,.t^ .crime which, 

4uic§|i^."' /. ■ . \ '.,'./ , ■^' /:'>•' . y 

^^^ .Thoii^haft'^. heard under ^ what .dreadful aufplces I. 

received tbe.Wnd^of. Celanira ;. alas 1 all the jiiccef-. 
I lii/e events, butr too much accorded with tbofe.fini/tei; 

' |)Vcf4gcs ! That' union, of which J had formed to my- 

j' felf - £ <bjicb^nting ap. idci, ^ proved to me, a^ inexhawfr ? 

f tl{>fe lource oi^/qpifery, ^ Celanira,'j'^g'ugh tend€^'and af-- 

^ f^ionatei cjauld not render me h^py .; . L was above ail ' 

tping^S ^ioiis for her f^licrty, and I always found her, 
; overwhelmed wi^ remorfe^ and unable to conceal her . 

V ff eliiigV frona ipev Ajfinglip carefs from her father was* 

mfficient'to increare the jBitterncfs of it tiya degree that; 
i a^-fted her reafon*. Haturally of a fi|perftitioua turn,: 

» ^y^^y. thing. corittTbu ted to fnultlply her f^l-s and ter* 

j rours. . Her extrertie' d^^icacyi and the . difordered ftate 

o/ her imagination, exaggerated! her faiik and h?p weak-, 
! ' neCs to fucha point,'?that (he confidered herfelf th^.mofl:^ 

gtjilty perfon in the uniV^rfe ; ^nd when ever rnentioji ^ 

w^as made of virtue, filial pfCty, the love of our cOun- . 

try, and fhe'facrednefs' of a vow, (he; would blufli, . 
" tyrh pale, and imagine (he* was hearing her own con-, 
"derhnatipn. . The eulogiumpfhercharafSbr gave her, 

ftill greater pain. I recolleft, that Ahgiibert had writ-- 

ten fome verfes upon Amilberga, in- whjch, in praife , 

of^'hei" condvifit and virtue, he compared her to Celani- ] 
■'"•'■*"•• "* ' ^ , - raV 
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ra-: Ae latter waVunablfe to l^^i^^Qi^^^ffeW-^^^ 
ffieddit)g rearms. 'NewlSW J fii^aP^^ft-'Tlft^' k^ t^^ 
rate coniblkint, ' a cirbiiivlHritirtt SVhJ A 'l&tVeJ* td' ftft*-^ 
crealfe both dur tdrfnents'; c6hfl?tedCe*'1bTf6i^ jbtcr.'^t^'^ 
verfe; I c^ccdled-frc^m fcV^te wNAt'i^t^s^lM'i-eriaJ.rcfl* 
me wretched; fti^.was ans^ious tohid^.her ovfn fiilfer*-'' 
ing ; but bemg ihcipabl6%f feignih^^iflie^bctfkjwhar.- 
fth by expi^fflons which-feU iromTii?/, ^rf*'f[)W*i3f^ll; 
her care^ and by Her uViftudicd replies wbitll'iicfcWC 
me to tlie'beart. '>f^yer did her Uiibabpyhalbirld'yaffi^ 
hfer In his arms with6\jt "findhig *her fearful"affd^ftefrrb-! 




jight,I have felt. her tears ;noi£__ _^ 

<Ace ventured to f^ty.o^t,' « t>, ?f tiiott lovfeft Yrie,^hat 
haft thou it this momefit to lament ?•'**' To b6 tio^faii'^^ 





bltfer it. ' fn' the mean 'Whiler i^o one hatfifie Itaft'^ft^f-^ 
picion of oU'r fecret iriJbn j alf the cburt^iih'irtif|ht /fjii'* 
the hufband dfArftioifledc, SLnrf ihe iatle^ "'tobk'^afe'^tb* 

and 
tifiedl 

have it univer/iily believed, that file had "been preftri' 
red to the princefs Emma, Whom fhe hatedj, Wa^ijil 
her eftimation, a triumph as fpothihg as it was Hatter-^ 
ihgi to have prevaOed over the daughter' 6f Charier] 
magne, to have fecured the heart olF a man whom Ihc " 
cmperour honoured with his particular favdtir, were, in' 
her eyes a title of glory preferable to' alt the felicity*; 
i¥hichlove itfelf could beftow. She attra^ed public at- . 
tcntioii J the fplendid facrifices,. of which' flie Was con- J 
fidered the obje<5>,gave her great celebrity j and thU'waS ' 
fufficient,if not tp &tisfy her iniatiable pridej yet to Con- ^ 
fole her at leaft for the real paffion which me knew I 
entertained*. Furthermore, the fincer^' admiration, ^witl)\ 
which her falTe genercfxty ihfpired md, pjfoVed ahichW ' 
' ► fource 



\ 1 1t^Ttt 6f ttttX^yhtnt tt> bcrj ki fiiiCj kfla#ifig l>al: tlie 

I 4i«lf of 6iir fecret, being acqufttiitisd wkh ourjoi^e oriy^ 

«nd t<ytiJBy >tghpriirtt of owf iinfenj Ae cheriftrf gr^«t " 
iidpet <if the faturc. In ^ite <tf her inteHigence and Mc 
tMifmingf itxKras ittipoffibk fli^ couid difcever the myf- 
^f!»y we were fdkicotislo'eonccalfrorh her. Shepcy- 
tMmved usboth'to be^ft) cftft dewn^ and fd wetched, iSit 
•U hef dbferritiom corifiitwed her in ^e perfaaBon, tiittt 
we had <H!i/rKlve$ giveh up all hope. 
[ *^ In ftis mamier paBed fei^ewi mcWths, iirticfi WS- 

[' iftitid mfofmed his dmtghter) that Afbioti, langmflut^ 

. -under his wottnd^, ivas fceming into Frandc for twedr- 
cd affiAfa]k:e ; WhSJtiitd adiDed} th^t Allnbn lisid ito- 

« sear hts friend. In a few days after, Albion aSMij^ 
-itthed 5 the p^yficians, who were confttlted, judged 
-his't:^ to'btittoftaa, arid 'beyond the poweri>f ztti^^ 
'tht day after thfe opi nkm w» givw, I few Witikind, 

rtni Isiemg alofte wHh him^ he fpoke «> me of tfce tiH- 

JfommaJ* Albfeft— ^ lWy>dear 43Stef,* added he, « yda 
*Iorte couW eotifele* iw uwfcr ^th -a Ids j but if I rtla^ 

, tdieyepiiWfc report, tt ts- no longer in^yourTwiwertti 
^reftoreKfanto Witafind.' Thiidfe'woiishepronotniie-- 

. tfd with am arir t)f €oiibffi3heft, «nd in a twne t:lf intar- 

«5gsatiort wlii A demanded a jef^y; %«t the «>nf(ifttt 

^ mixtiure taf a fHo«£ttitf cw*trary fcTfetions,pcf tartralttdil, 

'gratiluMc, difrtiay, ami ranorfcy^mrcly dtprircd tnie '6f 

Irtie power rf^airfWering hkti. My /eyk wicPeTiHI 6f 

./tears, and 1 ftatftfttCTed otrt a few lirolttn tttpreffionis;-^ 
^VTitikind took mydiftreft for an avowaJttf thy fecrit 
it>arri^cwith ATmofiede;-*-'^ nmfdei^anrf you,^ ficfd 
te, * my ititsfortimje is fcoWptecS P Oh trtterlng *fliefe 
words, ire lo^oked up to ^heaven, wrth a figh, and hft 
tne. Thy gcnerotrs^eraft,«i(y ^«ar Ifemliatd, may cofi- 
cciv« whdt this tender frtendfltif/ of WJdkhid mx& 

, 'have made the fednm'dfCdamta^^l'Hbw'bafe did! 
appear in my own eyes flaring ihis conVerfaitbn, 
Which tieterthelcfe trtfurcd' utf thrhai^pinefe ^of tny !»tf ! 

But 
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^|i^ Jm>w can w^ tafte of happinefer when we- lofe- <m ^ 
^^v\ eftccnai i How enjoy tl^ grcatcft hei^eifits w})ent wo 
j^re coofeious of not deferving them ? The unfociunaite 
Ul;iel^ira was but too. deeply ind^reffed witfe thcfc di£- 
jM:effing refleftionSi. ' Alas I^cried^ (he, in the hfeter*. 
.i}eft of her.i[egret, .^prov^decce and parental ^tendern^fs 
■<|efer v.e me a felicity^ which ought to have . been the le^ 
;^wfird of virtue 1 — What flhallj feci, wbqBthe beft of 
fathers, in prefenting me the lover for. whom; I have 
Jbptraycd^Np, fiiali fay, * in recompcnfct pf Ay filial: pi^ 
^^t^ji Igive thee Oliver for a hufband I'-trSjLich lan^agfe 
^rturcjijmy heart; i^ vain I repeated to Qe^pira. thajt 
li^al^nc was guilty ; ' Ah !* replied ibe^ <could I even 
t&^^. ^a^ to fuch an iUufiou, fliould I.b^e the lef%to be 
^laeni^edf* ... - : 

\^r '^ Armofiede,. in the mean while,* vi^th great un^fi^ 
^^f&, faw Albion on the verge of the grave, beiag con«> 
^|(jbiiQU$, thataftqr bi$^ death, i fiionld marry Celanira by 
jthf confent pf h^ lather and the emperpn She antici- 
i^ted, with much, indignation, the triumph of .£ninia 
^^ the. difcovery that her. epemyhadt never, been her 
^yi4i > Armoflede could not reconcileLherfelf to.tbe: lo& 
.4C>f ^r celebrity and the fruit of her sMrtifices » the.deatji 
jb^ .Albion net only would remove ^aa error whkh fiat»- 
ll^cxed her vanity^ but at the fame time overturned ^11 het^r 
pr^l^^lg. of ambition. Befides, facing perfuaded (ao(- 
iWijUiftandi^g the irregularity of her life) that £he was 
jjfery much in love with me, &e co^fidered every thint 
^:v^a$. allowable lo fuch. united motives, and prepared 
.berfelf to dare every thing, and runvevery rifk, fpr tbcL 
jintereiloflier reputation, her fortune,, and hei: love. A 
fatal incident but too well feconcled herfmifter plots !-^ 
-One day, when CJeianira, fetting^oiF for her vill^ badob- 
'Je<^ed to my pailing the night there» ifhough^h^r father 
-'|ya^ tob9abfent, Ajrmc^ede.requefted. a v private inter* 
Wii^wj and L went to her apartments. There, afier a 
long preamble,; lie held this.dreadful difeourf^: ^ Cela- 
\m^y b^ jQxe^ < deceives you ^ (he is faithlef$> and be^** 
jjy •■ • " / ' trays 
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trays you fur the felce of a new loyer. I hive incon- 
trovertible prdof of fer perfidy. • iPhii very night ih^' 
has made ah affigriatfon with thd ^ itian ihe prfefers to 
you. I am ready' to accoitipany you this evening tO'' 
her houfe. ' I have the key of the pixicn i* b'm\Y mtrd" ~ 
diice youv and with 'your own -eyes witl you fee the ' 
truth of t^d incredibiefait which my 'ftienBmip for yoii 
difclofes ; but I require, 'upon your w^ird of honour, 
tfet whatever you may difcrpver, ydu wfil make no djf- 
turbance; contempt oiight to preferve you from anger ; 
you TBiift,' therefore, give' me yoiir oath that you will 
quietly retire with me as foon as you have proof of 
PdamraV falfefiefs/ • '''['' 

-«J: The ijxecrable Arihoflede fnight have ftill conti-' 
nued to fpeak without any interruption. Penetrated; 
Ski I was .with the moft Viorcitt indignation againft her, 
and petrified with aftonifhment, I \^nted terms to ex- ' 
pi^ the horrour with vriiich (he irifpired ftiej her dif- 
cputfe had not created the flighteft fufJiS'eion againft * 
thife arigfelic creature whom (he dar^d to defame" with 
fo mue^ audacity; my firft idea was to reply that- her 
ah'ocious calumny made fo littld impreffion upon me; 
that I fhould be iatisfied ^ith iirforming Celanira of 
irby a nbte, and not go to her myfelfii— O, why did I 
not fellow this firft movement -of myfimr!— But dri'- 
vtti on by the furies, ahd dragged along by my fiatal dtC^ 
tkiy, I rge6tcd the defign ; 1 would not allow the per- 
fidious Armoflede an occaiion of maintaining, hereafter, 
her horrid calumny; I was determined tO' confound 
h^r : and I confented to be conduifed by her to the' 
maniion; for as I could hot acknowledge that I had 
myfelf a'key of Witifcind's gafden, it Wasneceflkry I 
fhpuldfubmit to go there with her. I did not conceal* 
from her the ^oro'ugh contempt with Vhich^ her infa- 
mous declarations had imprdBeiS me; ihe feemed but 
little tUrprifed, arid replied, that fbe i^pe&od to find all 
the incredulity which I mafrifefted ; • ' i^y love for you/ 
added Iho, * has led me to brav^even your liijuftice;' 

• -. M 3 but 
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Jntf I muft ^i^m ffipfat,, ribt rdo not ^fent ia'mr '. 
troducc ywtQnni^htiatP.Cdanira^*s,.houfe, but up^n 
«2(preis C)0ia(litk>n9.th^t.the moroentyoa make difco- 
very of her c<mdu£lii ypy .withdraw^ without feeking to 
tajce vejQgpaac^f without att^cicii^ your rivals ojc com* 
VHtting my isiDd iQ^ violeiice ; a^ for this, purpofe I 
muft ^gaii> recmirc. your wor4 of honpu*"*' ' j 1 give it 
you,' xeturoed t. ' and I promife you bcfide, .:that 
Weaftcr youihj^.bi? thffofeobjeft^not.of myaj>g?e^^ 
ijc^ yoii are ^t ev^n worthy t^.excltq tt| but of tbf 
inpAthoi;ougl)c ^nf] rooted contempt^' 
, ** In this manner we parted, and th^ee .faouj(S.af£ec^ 
w^d, whciJi nightic^e oo^ we f^ ofFtxigeito*^ lS>vfi^ 
ingjthis.^^l jouri>ey^ 1 did not uttor a. fiugb wordt;^, 
^ freqjjq^yjei^deay<»MJt;ed.t<^ ipe^kr to me,; but I.c^. 
not condefeead ,to. tsit^e su^y ^^y^ t^^quawi t)«e. 
ii^hole. way in the fame difpc^ition .of n^ind^aJid under 
tbe^ £u^ p€;rft4aiiop of tbe^ perfe^ mftoqeoo&Qf Ceikuuiau' 
Iwajso^lyendeavovumg tp 4i9&iner b^, what ^H^des. of: 
impofture Armo^deintiended todeoety^^m^^ I thoi^t 
of. ^vefal,.afiji,aajpqg o!thqr&,;tha^t.lli?^,Would.iU9W4|^,, 
a. womafi in the: difguif9«a£ f ^mati;: o^ pe^bi^^J,. 
ihotdd really, fe^. ^fmanf. who^^h^ing beefir^fec^ietlyr ^Q^ 
trpd«4c^. by. hcC),iho»^i4^^^ out of.Celaiiira,'^ -mwilkui, 
in myipccj^e. - By tbffe,r«fle<Sions I endeav4»ire4 J^^ 
prepare.my(elfb^(prdiandfar the ftcf s.i^oMgbt .^takfi^. 
ia^er^q ttamafk;.the peciKty of Artao^^imthoa^ 
^cU\ng^yi4^i^^vo^%.d9mmr. » Wiieii,wftB: drew near-. 
tQXb^hoiUe, X w^Aidd^ly-lf^Sfid wtihlu^d<rft;ribabt^ 
terror ^ i wa$. alarmed^ I iil^\»d|iered, and^ IrpcoKe^efi^ 
iiffitb,grcat.opj>rj^ffiQn of heart, diat Cdmim h^ n»aib 
an objf^lio^ ta,rtceive. nfie?,this v»ryiivghtI-»*JA liiJfe. 
meaxi.^bUe, afte/r having proceeded ^lon^ the -igardeii 
wall, Armoflede> ftoj>ped. at th&;i^algat^ and tiifniagr 
^ towards nacf-^* At length/ ; faid >Ae, ^ yiiu^ are goiflg: 
to iee whet);ten I be^the 'periba whp.d^iseiv^iy^u^ in a 
tew minutefl ihallbci>Ml^.loQ^,w«ll revenged .for your^ 



tHfi SWAN. ^ ifi 

cmel dhrdain; but theivli^tl i>a^tolaflient>70i^a^ 
joii^will^o juftice to Annoflede'sf heart.' . :. 

f< The cofiiidiBnt tone m whkhfhe uttarod th^b 
wordS) chilled^my ibui; the cold ^conten|pt.whk^a ^ 
tbismoment^ Lhad fdt for herychaogedjfuddeiiiyiM» 
fury... Armoftsd^ to^ame^now a thouMod ttmos iQ^e 
odkMls il» my fi^hty thaa^wiien I Ma<i,ol^rvediio^^^i|g 
£irthdr in^her difodui-fe th^n her abfiird calumiitefjifr^ 
< Qj tnoft prefifno^tyods of all cfeatiireS)' cried U ^'*M 
^^jfou think,, thatii If €elanira were guilty^ youeini cofi* 
fole me ! No, do not igive:ye»urfelr up to '.that jreaokf^f 
firnfelpfs pride^.you' would then prove but the olqe^iiMf 
■mfbonoti h^cef^rward you GunUifpire:mewitb^QO-. 
jtempt! or hatred odly^' She made no reply, but hftft% 
flO|^DjBdthe|^te; diknQireflftiademeilart. BefoFeleA*- 
tGre4 I'reicoUe^edfkiy^elfumomeiK:, I endeavoufedi^tti 
recal iny wt^ndifcing reaf<^n ; vainelForts ! — ^Already h^ 
isoll eotened ipto myhea^t I Armoflede iwent §ofw^€^i 
I.folki^Qd herJ-T-Th« fi%h^-tbat terrible ntght rmte 
ferene. I pafied behind a ib«t fiirfourided by flowesi, 
fupoB \»4)2^0hlihad!fo)(rfiien roofed with Celanirm aild at 
^his-iaioehour I TfaepdouT o£thejefla«itne and<thei:o^ 
4i^aVediO'fxiy>remeinb«itfsejth6& dearintenriem^ ind 
ftbeipaefaic^^f Gdanira $ Ipifiuivd her cekftiaAFibhh 
^.tny^mind iu>foperfb£La mannei^ that fdr a momeaal 
^t fii^ &tal tfbpfthfeBfiodsigiifci/i^y^.aad myig^pfXi^ 
preTentiments fubfidr; I^was endlatited with th^sflmit 
perfume of flowers, I thought I was inhaKng the fra- 
grant breath of Celanira l--^Alas ! this was the laft 
pleaiing fenfation that I have experienced !— Led by the 
Mteftable Acmoflede, I drew near to the pavilion. I 
fliuddered on difcovering that the lower apartment w^ 
lighted up ; it was midnight !-^I advanced-— I concealed 
myfelf behind the flmihs at forty paces from the room^ 
Ae glas&ed doors of which were wide opener—* Now,' 
(aid Armoflede, ' remember your promifes and look 
there.' At thefe words, I puflied afide^with trembling 
Ittiriis, the branches which hid the pavilion /rom my 

Cght.-^ 
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Jight.— O, my friend, conceive, if it,be pgflible, the. 
^^ffefpair.wi^' which I was 4ct«ed, upon feeingj' diftinfll^, 
a young man- of tall ftatiire fitting by the fide <)r- Gela- 
•*hira,"wl:to^as weepirig, and IpIBing both his fiatids 
i|ilikfer'$!<^« O, perfidious t feature,'' crted I— On fay- 
«iftg 'thi§, I endeavoured to tufli'^ towards "the paviKoif ; 
dArmofiede held me. The terrified Celanira^ who' had 
^ftHogti'ikd 'rtiv voice, let out the young man^hrough ah 
•-«ij«c«rtt clo(et'---aftd'<he,infteail of making her eftrape, 
obaftie into -'thfigftrdcnV In the mean while I broke 
'toofeffr^rti Apfno^^: I had grafped my fword in my 
idiand'^ impelled by furyj I ' could neither fee nor hear, a 
l^^ht^i cloiid covered my eyes;' I i^ft? to* the paviK^ 
•<ifi>-^elanira caine to meet me $i ruChed towards her 
\44kiid this ruffian arm plunged the (Word in her Bofom^ 
-«(^She gave a lamentable (hriekf-^r fiiw her Extended 
attbnyfeet. i placed the weapon, ftaiired wirh het 
Wbod, againft the groui^d; 1 imagined^ T had latd the 
;|K)intofi( to ftiy heart, and, imehdilig'tOi give myfe{f a 
^worial' ftab, I fell down fen(elcfe'by-the-fide^(?tbe tuii- 
,l«ppy'vi6iirtidf myfury." - ^ ^^ ' • » » 

SB lOn finifliing thefct words, ' Che wfetehed'Otite)- Ol 
gxaieabd trembling, hifer eyes fixed, isinU tii& brow- covert 
hed with "a coM fweat^ hid hfs4aeei>n fh&^beibm^ Ift 
ifrimi4.^I&mbard prefled. him in hik siriMs^ and mshid 
SittD'tears.— Oliver was ineapable- of 'cMtinufng 't!K% 
ii::|l- narrative 1 blithe refurned it the hext (by, al 
iappfear in the foltowmg ^hapten • *• -» 
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CHAPTER XXrX. 

rUB OTFEItiNGS. , 

' Ovous»^ ma ^ttlcDvobjet terrible e(tcivlr«t 

. V . . . • .. 

O memory \ thou foul of joy and .pun I , .. • ^ 

. 1'hott aAor of tmr palfioos o'er again 1 
. ., Why do(( thoii aggravate che wretch'9 woe ?, 
^ , Wby add coatiouous finar^ to evVy blow ? 

, SAVAas.^ 

: -« J. WAS carried, as you kn<»»r, to m^ own apart-? 
mentS) ^d on the third diy, I recovered mv fenfes.— » 
I then tore ofF the bandage from the . woMna, but per^o 
eeiying chat violent; meaAires vifere going to he taken 
inorder toprevent me from deftroying my life, and that 
my hands were to be tied, I feigned c^mneis^ I attribu-; 
tedrmy fury to t;he delirium the fever Jiad caufed ( and 
thus ' removed th« apprehenfions pf my attendants, re* 
fijving) nisjffrlhelefs^ to ^yail my felf of. th^ firft oppor<n 
tunity to put an end to abated exiftence, ftained ^ith 
the moft .horrid of crimes. I did not, however^ know 
the full extent of my guilt, Iftili thought Celanira faith- 
lefe. On the evening of this fame day, an unknown 
perfon requeffbd ta ipeak to me privately, obferving 
that he had fomethtng of imporcancq to deliver into my . 
hands. 2^mni, who ,had fitten up three fucce^ve . J 
nights, had juft retired to reft; my fervants refufed to 
gdmit the ftranger into my chamber : he inilfted in io 
' preifing a manner, that they came to confult me upon 
his errand* At that moment I was ftruck with an idea, 
V . : . . that 
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that this perfon might be fent with fome mefiage from- 
the unhappy Celatiira, for I had been told (he was ftill' 
alive. I gave order • for the -ftraingef to be introducedf- 
and that we (hould be left alone together. They ohcf^ 
ed, he came in. He was in deep mourning, and held 
in his hand a cafket and a letter.- He advanced flowiy, 
and flopped at the foot of my bed. Cafting up-my- 
eyes upon him, a confufed idea enabled me to recollei^^ 
hts perfon; and fodcll^y recogmfing him, ^Jnfamous 
fedueeri' cried I^ — and endeavourd^ to fall upon him ; 
but from excefs of weaknefs I funk down again upon 
the bed. He had hitherto^ispt iftedce^.-fufveying me J 

with gloomy and forbidden lociks ; he thea anfwered me 4 

in Saxon; < Barb^riati,^ am' ffewang^d as weH as ihe; | 

for in this letter, ii/4iitti T bring 'yo^r^ fli^Msommands I 

you to#^i— Nowj^know the whole extent of your J 

crime ; I am her blrother : and (he has juft expired \ '-^, ! 

At 4iftfe titt'iiWe <^6vi^ I Mta^ bbod freeze' in tny j 

▼einti^'^^^Mjr eyas weff? doudbd with a dark veij^ri | 

tiMaiMlfi; m^^ enn^rOfwd : wttb^theihades ofdoathiignl | 

IO>^Ms-i!lope I «rui»fr)y g»ve inyfeU^ up. fiavti^^aa- 
ItMgdt^lhe {^ower of<i|peiArhi> I en|oyed>rayiatntiiig;coa{« ^ 
cMtiofi, and hailed tiler appnnch of'the Cdtal cefiation c£ 
tfHy^^facfcddeSi Oooupied bytbe^conff^ng idea that X 
jwa6 gdiqg^to be^ddtvefed ifinoai ai^ abhorred exifteaeiQ 
I #istooriied fiba i'dek Of death ^ and all th$^ii]||^nt'whith 
pvee«d<fdthai m-^ioh^whoUyloftalUenfatioA^^thi^tom 
iMtttt'ilxIl' ftira^ali^tioii ^ joy $ I coitcetved myfelf at 
iny klbgfii^Q^^Inthii^ibaimer wBsjt^imtl fidliiitoa 
Mtt$^i WMohltiflid iHattiy^days. The hdioanan caoe^-. 
c^flfiyat^ntfkHti^^^otqbdmetoltfff. 2itmi^)had(bfieii 
IgttanMt eif >my'iiitt»riagie, and coidd not have knowh 
mycriftie ; 'hut'\ft w«s well acquakited witk my ftatii« : ' \ 
merttS; Mikving iEyoiid upon nty iKd-a le^ '^ 

moftvirtoousami uitShttxttiti^t of womeni^hefaad mcd^. ** 

lefitedthe h^d-wtking; On reoovoriag.m^fen&i^ I 
found myfelf alone^ wHIi bims faew^ kneelmg;.arrmy 
bttd^fide^ his che^s w^rc deluged in tear^ and he was 

holding 



hdlding^ the feUcr ih'h'fs h^ii < Vba cannot,* faid he, 
* give up ^11 .thoughts of life before you have heard 
b6r hjt dcfire; you Have not yet opened this letter, you 
ought to read it.' On faying this, he gaye me the 
letter. '' Fr oni the mon^nt I perufed it, I have ever car- 
ried it near my heart; fbr you alone could. I remove it 
for, an inftaat only : tiere it is/* Upon this C^iyer 
drew froni his bofom the letter of the dyirtg Ccjaniraj 
Kambard read it, an4' wet it with his tears ; it was ex* 
prcfflb4in the. following terms: 

CE1ANIRA*S tAST WtTK!?. 

.^ Iltvedonty for you, and to you. will I confecrkte , 
ny laft momeaits I— -AJas!— Could I have-forefeea that» 
OB the verge of the grave, I (houldbeimdertbe^iieoer- 
fity of ju/lifying myfelf ia your eyes !-^That ife ifaouid 
be niccSary to proye to you ti^si CeUnira never loved 
any ut jourfelf !^— O how has my weaknefs. b^en pui-^ 
niflied [-—Dliver hais been induced to think me vile^ 
perjurpd, and fai^hlefs 1**-F{e had, feen me facrifice my 
duty a^d'^y^ virtue to love,. ai)d he iias believed, that 
the ggnty^ugh^r of Witikind' could prove aguilt/ 
wife !— noWr miich,. "ahst does ,tbat -painful;. thought: 
ag|;ravat(i tha bitternefs Qp-my repentariccl^liut it is 
j^ that. lQV«»,.the fouree of my, £ulings, fliould i£t 
length 4)rove that of nty. refmorle. No, cruel man, t\ 
have mt givtn tike the. horrid privilege of deQ>ifing^tne« 
Haft, tbou then forgotten,. tbat,.evea iathy airmsjltc- 
efetted my virtue ? 4 regretted it, and I coniidered that 
IJmvI ipj«ferved thy efteem! Hiaft tbou then forg^ea 
thatJoaoRceivable. aSe(H:lqo, which attached me to thee ^ 
Is there a name in the;, whole compats of language^ ^ 
which, can duly exprdis itT ^The moft paflionate love 
formed but a^iortion of it ;, indefinable fympathy, ad- 
nur^tion^ carried^ to emhuHarm ; fucb were the bands 
that^captiyated me ! And,* in order that I fliould think 
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only of XheCi fhooW fee onlyjthco in ,tbe wbple univ.ci^4 ;^ 

what farther was neceffary, ' than that mjr love (haiild v 
be confecrated by a foleiUii oath ? — ^I loved thee '4s life :^ 
is loved, it was i» me :a Sentiment fo haturarand fo ■ ' 
rooted, that nothing could r^iiove it. frpni myi'lieartr J 
that icmufl furviyb all orhers> and predominate even in \ 
the arms of death !• — Havejiot vvc often thouglit, that, .; 
had heaven allotted us the (ana'e fex, the ardent fnend- -* 
(hrp. which would have cemented us' woul4 have - 
Ikreened us from the dominion of aiiy other Tftrong .^ 
pailion. I was forced to love thee, and to love nothing >* 
paffionately but thee! — And yet, thpu' haft believed, 
thou haft (aid to thyfelf : dflanira betrdyl >w^i/— Wilt 
thou reply, that appearances have been fufficient to orif- ^ 
lead thee r — How 1— Thou haft judged tHy friend, thjr ' 
miftrefs, thy wife, by appearances !—0, ihouldft thoU* 
not have confidered them deceitful, fince tney degraded ^' 
me ? Wai it then more diiEcult to examine into, or ^ 
guefs at truth, than to believe me to be a monft6r ?. If 
reafon abandoned thee in that dreadful moment, was not*' 
love! alone fiiflkient to enlighten thee ?— Thou kno^- * 
eft, that in thy opinion folely I placed idl rtiy pride and 
all my glory.— And if in that delirium of bliiid fury the \ 
one or the other of us had inftantly perifhed b)[|the mur- ^ 
derous blade !r— Terrible thought, a thoufand times more ^ 
cruel, than death !— O, crim6 of love, then truly irrepa* * 
rsdble ! — ^Thou hadft died defpifing me, or Ifliould have . 
carried my juftification with nie into the grave ! But ' 
the moments are too 'dear to me to wafte in fuperfluous 
lamentation !— That unknown pcrfon, that unhappy ' 
objed.of a fatal miftake is Diaulas {^^)\ is my brother t 
You icnovi^that Witikind had a fon, of whom he was; 
extremely fond, and whom he thought he had loft iii one , 
of the laft battles with the French.— *My brother^ ki-.^^ 
deed, lay wounded on the feld of battle, and was after- 
wards defpoiled and left for dead- A French kni|ht, the 
generous Angilbert^ difcx^ering figns of life in bim^ had* 
- ' bim 



huntakcacweofjand mjcbrot^cr rteoytxpiy h^thessonr 
ccakdfais birth and his name from his deliverer. mr-J 
ing obtained his freedom, he rcpiir^^intb Saj^onjr;^ , be- 
fore he arrived at his paternal abbdej^lbe leatnt we wef^ 
deploring bis death j and that Witikincl was in. treat jf 
with Charlemagne. My brother w^s an enthufiaflfi^ 
lover bfjiberty, averfe to bend to tbe emperor'SjVQkQ* 
and determine^ to join the malcontents; the unfortu- 
h^te youth^tobk the refolution of renouncing ;his family| 
apd of fufFerlng my father to remain in his errour., in or-»^ 
der to' avoid paternal maIedi£lion, which is hejd fp for- 
midable and terrible among us. ^ I was the fole confi- 
dent of this Fatat intehdoh, which loppofe'd m vain. .^ 
<;ngaged myfelf under jhc moft holy vows faithfully, to 
kce'f^ iiisfccret; and you know I kept that promife.,— s 
My brother changed his name, and took .every necef?^ 
fefy precaution that my father fljould never hear hini 
fpdkeii of. Since I left Saxony, I remained ignorant 
bPhis 'fi!tuation« One evening an unknown Saxon aik-* 
c)i to fp^ak with me^ and delivered me a not^ in the 
hand-wridng ofmy brdtherj the note contained ihefci 
•words : I have fime important' things tafayjo youy i^ 
y9u 'will gwe me an opportunity rf filing yiui fubmit 
yaurfelf U^e guidance of the perforiwho brings yoit ibiSf 
^^l went out at the very inftant.— f was conduced a 
little Way out of the town, to a houfe belonging to Anr 
gilbertl,' who had lent it to.iiny brother, whorii he ftlll 
Knew only under his borro^yed nime. I was intrpdtfC- 
td into a clofet, where 1 found my brother : as fooh as . 
Vfei^ere alone, I threw niyfelf into his arms. . At this 
moment I heard a great hoife, and found, that the fer^ 
vants would not allow a woman to enter tht rooni WQ 
were in. On a fudden the'door flew open, and I (aw Ar-f 
moflede enter. She was as much furprifed as - myfelf> 
chance only had brought h^r there, or rather her.unear 
fmefs refpefting the conduft of Angilbert : forVtliis in- 
ridcnt made me acquainted with, their mutual paflion.—? 
^ • ^ Ssmftified 
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SinAfiieai'Witlwut d<wibt,»iyafccttt lm1<)n--j^&lttd- 
tibni^fs WitW aftonirtimi^nt ihi^ keftt Idoking at me fti ' 
Sititice^ ^ (poke SjAohwiArtty brother fto ^irh1chlJ«1t 
gdage (he yas a ftranger.) ' I told hitn the lady was t^ 
Ihoft panicutar friend, that I could anfWer for her<Jiw 
cretioh, and that it was imp6ffii>ie to ceneeal tht iiuth \ 

from her, without dilhonqu'rihg me iii her eftitnatTobr \ 

-—My brother made ftrong obje£l;1ons to this diibl5Air« | ' 

I infixed pofitivcly.j he yielded, but upon expreA coft- 
dition, that I gjave him mymaft facred promiie not to I 

reveal the fccref to any other * pcrfoa whatever in the j 

world*— -1 gave mypromife. 1 then inJForiAed Armo- | 

iede,6f every thing.' i 

' ' << After thefe exptlanatioris. It tvas hece&ry t» p9tt$» ' 

the lataneTs of the hour cbmpetitJi us. My brother rc«^ 
^uefled alaft mterview i and he was to depart the day 
after td-4tu)rrow. Armoflede ^v%d me to receive him 
hi the night time at my own houFe ; I confentedto it^ ^ 
In that fatal ihtisrview he informed me, that being re- ' 

turned to (tie fpot where we were both born, he iouQJ 
the virktous Topal at the foint of d^h. This refpei:- 
pMe 0\d man had delivered a (ealed Qaflcet int6 his cajoe, 
Whl^h he raid' contained fomething very pr^ous to m^ 
and made him pFomire to convey it hinnelf intoxnj 
hands; for my brother had not concealed from him his 
intention of feeing me oace mpre^ and confukii^ me 
Up6n his fituatibn. This cailqpt contained tbegoldea 
€hain,and the lock of hair with which I had decorated the 
tree cpnfecr^ted iotifi, diHo^rer ofn^firther /— Tohioi 
I loved before X had even heard his name utte&ed. — Re- 
i ceive thefe offerings of gratitude and love; theyhelong 
to thecc, t know thy phyficians pronounce thee out of 
danger-^-but I am acquainted with th.y heart !, I knotv 
but too well that henceforward Tife wiu bean inruppor- 
table hurden to thee-^and yet Iconjure thee^ I command 
thee to live, If I had not embraced with lincerUy the re- 
feioa of thy country, i£ Idid not believe in the God 
> • of 



f^MK caa 1 brav« the dread of an unhappy eternity , 
when I confider it with regard to th«ci Thou haft 4 ^^ ;^ 
\ friend left; thoi* yi^Ht'^ot Ipf fi%)ij;r,t» ythc univerfe^I- \ 

hftvc^ provided for every thmg I To this I join a faitll- .. 

[ . fulcopy of the public declaration I made on recoveri^ ^ ^ 

the^ufe of my fen^ , : J,.tbought J bad:,but a few tb^ 

m^nts to live. • I had' been carriedinfo 'the houfe 5; Idic- 

tatedit inthe prefence of al^iny fervants ai&mbled ta- 

geth«r; it ws^ written whecK.'my&thier.^rdved. It is 

Ihy facred duty t)CV«r :;tpx«i9^ra4i A ii^ tbou^CdM^ift not^ 

urithout gay>confen|.di((HE»£eoifinw^e£4) . j^vf^mptt thee 

tft«Atfi&it4C;:tD.tict}d&i9 1 .but I would hftve it for ever 

,«ui|^ilown to my father and the public* 1 fed myfelf^ 

grow weaken ^ <>» bo^ dol #ai9k4ieaifirtnnfo#^ 

valiowed mefiNh^ (bi^ %mrylM»€Mi thne Ays ago^ 

aJid ^o frequentl/tmetftttitdd; A^wtt^ ttty OtiVer^ in a 

» %¥ iojftants i^t^y Mi^k* WiHIw werft* inei I dc- 

-^ki ftf ^cidft^«<^ana Timcnt mv death, which w^ 

. c^ft ^% i^ mav ^i^^ I Adien,^ dfear huibaii4) -14^^ 

/o£ ib^ f^6 ^r v^^ue, ;ind to tH'^tM oi(t iatiClt^: mat 

' ~^s.-! : . r. ' .'-■ r .■ .\ V - • -1 ■• .1^1 
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Noivlfiils thy fle^ wiA permibat^hV' '' ^ - -^ - '^ ■ 

Je doi« me hju'r moins* quand ^^ in*«i|Be^^jei^%Mre]| ^^ ^ . v.-^ u. 
f^ni tu daignes inf^ler aTe« t^nt 4e pltie^' 



Aiu Urmes du,re;motds^ Ic> pleura de ram!U,t,e. ^ . . ' .k 

Tufat 



' AFTER the perufal of this Mer, 'tSe tw^^ 
ivere unaUe, for nior6 than an hour,., to cxprcfs, biivUv^ 
their tears, what eBl of them ftlri'Kut "Hi fehra 
Oliver, breaking filence, ** canft thou conceive^" md 
lie, "that I could read this letter and yet live?^s- 
Heaven thought fit to pi<)Iong my days, in order to 
dif{^ay in my fate, the terrible example of the moft de- 
plorable of deftrnies.— ^Duilng the courfe of that horri- 
ble day, frequent faintings often gave me hopes of i 
fpeedy termination of my agonies; death, that I irt- 
voked, ever deluding my expe6lation, only appeared 
to approach, in order to render me the nidrc alivi' to 
the horrours of exigence! — Upon the recovery oftny 
fenfes, when I beheld the light again, I experienced ^ 
movement of defpair and madne^, which terrified all 
who furrounded me. Yet refpedting the facred ordfer 
I had received, I had not, even for a^momehr, any in- 
temipn of delivering myfdf from life.— I confidered 

the 



10 •IHK>9«AN;^.' 46i 

Aicapphnch of nl^t'3«nth a terrouri c&irfdh ndt> account 
for%'ztAe XdiaK time I felt the^want sind^the incRns^ 
f^lioh of beid^: abfolutely alone ^ I' was- defiroiis of 
jBrnenting^-withodt conftraintv and- g(vii^:^ttfyr(iif''up 
-wklioutt ifttctruptum to the agony 'of defpdir.— I - tiSm^ 
sAntefll totfwallow^ an etixir^ ^vln'ch' relieved' and iWiv^ ■ 
:lilGii»:imimciiloosai^niiett^ thenvdecbred my intef^ 
•:tiQii.oi'paffing:the'whole;n1ghtiak)n&) Z^mu^ alarmed 
at ' tny refi>lution) ablbliitely leftifed' to jbbey^ hut I f &- 
itdoy^ ^s.apprebenfions' by: makii^ ;ilU^thle^vows h^ 
-reauiff d ;. and,' above all,; cbyiwHingiiimj^if ;^he laft 
jd^ftre of the tmfdrb]tiate:Q6kkitifa. , < i^ • ■» . ^ ^ 
?«-^ ««^ If&btf not crtter iafo the jdetail4)f ivhat I felt oto 
tfindtng myfelf entirely aboe; k -i^poflible to give 
.fome account of the Impreffiohs. of aa ottlinary forrow^; 
.but the mod dreadful! delirium, leaves iiotiiing btft 
vague and xronfufed recolle^ion^ b^shlnd it i. yet,- can 
g^QU believe *!!;? this horrible ntght was not ^llf^T^ 
^i^bicb Iiunder\vent the mofl exqiuiiteof my fuffbriil^^ 
J ky daog^rmiAy ill»atieeined aMbhiteljr ifllipoffibkf to^ 
^^ai;:iti!(:b.^ loadiof evtU^.and the idea^ that dea^ 
^i»ou)jJ fiiortl.ycfoQpe to mj relie^|(|^fiderabiy alleviated 
.their preflure.«<-»The weaknefs iTmy head^ befides, did 
.not; allow me to give myfelf up without intermiffion (o 
my defpair( I frequently fell into. a kind of infenfr- 
,biltty» which, without /ufpending my^vgrief, at leaft 
; derived. t^e of tbepower of dweUing upon ity and 
^d^ftrpyed allreflefikion* • la one of thde^ mtbments'of 
.fii^por^L I heard the -door ;6peii^-^Tbe. curtains of vny 
jjb^d wer^, .drawn*— rrr*A fingk lampi .juft upon t}ie 
^povitiof ^Ktinguiibingy fpread over thciroom a wavers 
■ ii^ >aiKl.4cHtb.^ul ligbt.-!rln tbc mean time I heard tiie 
ppiffiirOf foptfteps.rTra<w'ethingmoved fl^ 
Ij-^ftoppedat thti fopt. of »the bed— and fitddenl/a voice, 
^)ij4ijph i coul4Aoit|ioifij)tykniftake,diftin£bly pronounced 
1°^ ^ftna^TT-OJet qfiejieftrpntbe terrible, the exquifite infc- 
li?»'^fiionJb--Cl!^.this#iftAnt:f>f grief an4 cxtafy, ia- which 
^tn\y ear was fmitten with that enchanting found, which 

cDidd 
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ijum moment 1 m(«ri«ncod 41 iki' paifit>oaioef:htaff- 

rfde^ vriiipftr Ihf llttjiisu]. imad is Martafff^orjc^d^ 
jWiret — ^Tbakto^ed voice utTptt^dtdl^t iBf»iM 
b^ Mdlottti ttemkjr <» mot* ifaftw<<-«It[i«doahM»'tNe 
4Mrrour ot nqr foiitflifei-^litfci:)neidr «f>)tha:a^ 
.wiUi it ^MbS irt my fool the' imflr exiritod %itbln»»its 

kofif^h ^nd bltti4ad Jiiii ad»/!itioiif diie to sfa#»feii, i«Mi * 
iW^l^ng «f gfitt aii^ the tfanfportff ef^loM^M^I wxsepgjir ' 
to prottrate mjfclfy bat m ^avtncaiiite.and&iperitaturd 

fi(>wer of aiotfQn««^At ^e moofiisnt'&dear gnd dreiidflil 
i^« utieccdthffe toqiideivordir: ^lamdoatoiji^hyiUr^ 
4H^J^ffikPy tofdhm andirifttithw ufh^remr fbaufoe/k-^ 
Men€^0rwfind thy' fuhmtMrnawi thy^^htui^^^m^^hlte 

\.At Atfe> words- tbe'^curtaiiis «pencdf ahd-. ^ bdhdd,' 

. di>oue^4Aiin|ifioii&ldiiifkcfottdv^ 

4pGBLvQi whidv rdhiiig vifolemly' upon' t^e l>ddy Ify 

:49Wft by wff M6**^^ffSaA Tia|iiiker>tli»'id^a im* di^ di-* 

•fira af ftyiQg^ ^ing wtMf tittgraSki -by tine tonfid^r^- 

tionef myiidf foen%t}«^caufe«f frc^Mi^ That 

nfnn mi^ ftKalfwai&nisiit ;: the horrot|r »0f ihe i^^^^rould 

. «dil iiothiBg to its poigHBiiity^ and 'ihough^ iC'hai'erer 

Ji^c^.tomimt^timj lun^ eves^ night '^itfh 

iiew'tirydlirsy.t^emnl^ declarey"tb;lt ^tok |y6(&b^ I 

^MMDOld MT rid» myfrlf <^ ^^ ptmOim^tyiAtich flee mf^ 

S^t^^^Wliy ^onlthiei^ fla<3te9',.ifrhtehv^v%(awi<%i% 

j*ecoH9dieBSy if I feek to ili£9[pa^ !^^^ 

fef^iicndy fid* on the verge ^'*ftra6^^ 5 for tii^t« »I 
to iofe the feii^hi»i6m-<^^tnyimiife^^ ^inij WoQ-fd 
iufferl fliewouidib^f'ai^ Ii£tdiil#'fi 
jnorfe i-rH-I carihot fupport that idea j- hd,^ i-trtiglft',- ifM 
fl «m.'d€t^p«iBed, to iwwk^tiAted^iytl^lalhnidmertei^rf 



jeny e^iftence'*— i^$) rcgxjct and forfow are^gbc fi4e 
tics which now unite us. 

" Yqu imagine, pcphaps,^ that I l^avc jSniftedlhc ffprir 
of my lijiFerings j a<:mel fcene yet femains t6 be'tol^s 
and its irefncmSrance will never be ei^ced frotn my 
mini — In the courfe of a mdnth my wotind cfofe^ 
aii^d the fever left Aie.-^Haying propofcd ta iinderta)te 
a journey, 1 was preparing t6 fet oiF as fixm z^ I wa^ 
able to quit my bed. — On the morning of my departure, 
ere I had fcarcely put on my clothes, I iaw Witikind 
. fu/ddenly enter my chaniber 1 — I uttered a piercing cry, 
and, covering my fa>i> ii;}^)] ^py h^nfisj fd^nto a chair ; 
he rufhed towards me, and prefling jj^ft his arms ; 
^ O my fon,' faid |ie, < Albion is ji^^^ired; I was 
prepared for his lols; for I knew his wounds were 
mortal y but I ht^Ve.Offr. m(8[e:c(li)4r«f .-^I am told thou 
art determined to travel; what, is the generous de- 
fender of my Unfortunate daughter refolved to leave 
ys?'-^At thefe words. 1 <hud(&red j I arofe with an 
ajr of wildnefs.-— I was feized with horrour on finding 
myfelf in his emhrace. Reprefent to thyfelf this an*- 
happy father prei&ng ,ta his heart, ^ muirderer (tf his 
daughter, and l^vifliing upon him the acknowledgments 
of. the ten^ereff gratitude; and judge what muft then 
pafs in, my heart — B^t the. refle^^ons I fell into after 
this interview, filled yp the rneafure of my fliffelog^'-*- 
VVjbiQn.WAS HP more, !-^ And I'knew tnatj, from the 
moment m Which his life was defpaired c4| Witikind 
ha?I deftined Pelaoira for mciJ^^Thus, hatfllffteriedto 
reafon^^^ ibould not have, given way tpablameable 
paHion^ if^ after having f<pen Celanira, I had inftantly ' 
•quitted the fppt (be inhabited, flie would have loved 
me, hut without violatirig her 4"ty, — ^The death of 
Albion would have difengagcd her j her father would 
havej^calledAne; and! fliould have returned, worthy 
of.h^r, and of the happiuefs that was relTerved for me I 
Al^^ what would my p^fefent felicity be, had X knowp 
how to h^ve governed myfein— Alas ! 'tis only in the 

, dreadful 
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dreadruTcoiidition into which my palfions have plunged 
jii6>. that L have at laA learned to know that virtue, not 
Ws ufefd'than lovely^ is ouV beft guide i that, the facti^ 
^fices ^e requires arc as necefiary to oiir repofe as fub- 
(ervieni to our glory ; that without h^r, there is no 
!happinei$ ^ and that with her, there can be no reverfe 
of fortune, diat is wholly deprived of hope and confo* 
lation." * . . " 



V 
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CHAPTER XXXL 



THE VEIL. 



THE tragical ftory of the unhappy Oliver beiiig 
ended, the two friends haftily purfued their journey; 
withii\ two days ride of the iduchy of Clfeves, they 
arrived at the eftate of a knight, named ^otbold(23), 
where they were aftoniflied to find evdry pi^aratioa i^ 

Tor a tournament. They perceiveil a great multitude -^ 

aiTembled upon a fpacious l^wn ; in the crowd they 1 

diilinguifhcd many knights of their acquaintance, and 4 

Ifambard uttered a fuddcn exclamation of joy on re- ' A 

cognizing GiafFar, the knight whofe life they had 
faved, by plunging into the lake to his fuccoun 
.G.iafFar r^n up to the knights, and after ^having em- 
"bcaced them \ ^ You arrive,' (aid he, * in good tirte to 
i>e witnefs to a^very intercfiing fpeftacle; Kotbold, the 
, ' ' lord 
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ford of thr§ pfate, is going to cclrfirate hh mfiiihi 
he hnarries a ftranger, who is fatd to be exquiiitely 
beautiful, an^ many extraordinary ciicumftantes attend 
tbisfefti^I; it is reported the fair ftranger confented 
to give her hand to Rotbold, on condition of his in- 
viting all the neighbouring nobility tb a -toUmlmenty 1 
that the wedding niight be cdebrated with equal I 
fplendour arid publicity; and this has given rife to many 
obfervations and reBeftions. — But,' continuedGiaffar, <I 
hear the cymbals and trumpets ; and the ftgnkl announces 
thatRotboId and his miftrefs are leaving t||g|yirei thev 
are to pafs over this lawn fn their wav^Kbr parifh 
church; we wiH follow their train ^a^^Haeavour t<» 
jget into the church, which is very fctfg^^nd there we 
ihall fee the bride^ who,, agreeably to the cuftom of the 
country, is covered with a veil>^ which is not taken oflF 
before (he appears at the altarl' 

While Giaffar was yet fpcaking, the lord of the 
manor made his appearance, attended with a numerous 
i^etinue. The knights advanced in order to be near 
him as be pafled by ; Rotbold was magnificently drefledy 
and led by the hand his intended bride^ whofe features 
were <ft)t to be dfftingiiilhed ; for flic was covered with 
a lai^e white veil, ornamented with golden fringe; 
bat every one admired the gracefulnels of her fliape 
and'gdit. Four women, following behind, carried 
elegant bafkets, containing the rich prefents which. 
were defigned for the bride, and which, according to , 
the cuftoqp^ of the times, were to receive a blefling in 
the church; next came the fquires and pages of 
Rotbold, arid the proceffion was clofed by the fervants, 
^d a band of munc. Oliver^ who was little curious,. 
^mi no defire to join the pageant; but he was prevailed 
on to enter the church, and was feated near the altar, 
tlrheretheceremonjrwas tobe performed. Olim, in order 
to give his friend the better place, retired behirid a pillar^ 
which hid the bride and I:^idegroom from his fight, and 
lulling into deep m^dltatfony he was incapable of paying '; 

VQhfl. . N V any 
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any atfention to what paffed. In the mtzn whifc^ alf 
the knighls, who were bidden to the feftival, thronged 
the-Chuich; and every eye was fixed upon the 
feirffrang?r, whom Rotbold led to the altar j there 
he invited her to talcp ofF her veilj. (he then turned 
to the fpeiiators, and uhloofing the veil, they be- 
held a young< lady- of <Iaz:zling beauty. A murmur 
of admiration was heard throughout the churchi 
and, at the fame inftam the fair ftrangcr advancing 
forward a few ftep— <' Knights,'* faid (he, "1 
have been^nly anjtious to aiHemble^you together, 

in order toJ^^a defender ar»ong yoii."-^ At thpfc 

words, K.^H||k in great fury, endeavoured to ruih 
towards th^ij^, bat Ifambard and GiaiFar threw 
themfelves upon him, and held him j and all the 
fp^ftators cried out, that the unknown fair one 
ihould go on with her expLiridtion. }^ Well," re- 
fumed fne,'"know then, that the barbarian who 
has brought me here, is apprifed that I am already 
married, and. has confined my unhappy hufband in a 
dungeon." . 

' At thefc words all the knights furrounded the lady, 
and vowed to deliver and avenge her. The ci^^nour. 
had aroufcd Oliver from his reverie ; he advanced 
with tlie others towards the fair ftranger ; but no 
ibpner. had he caft bis eyes upon her f^ce, than he 
exclaimed — ^" Great God ! what do I Ibehold T Or- 
dalia f— It w^ indeed ihe, and ihe, expreflbd the 
greateft joy on recoUedting the generous Oliver. -^^ — 7 
*^ The glory o^ defending you,"*' faid he, *^ oelongs to 
me, and I may venture to claiiTt it l'\ " Yes, fir," 
replied Ordalia, ^' I . accept you for my knight ; ani* 
thefe brave warriors will approve my choice, when/ 
inform them, that, upon another occafion, you have a 
ready faved my honour and. my life." " I enter tha 
i.iis," interrupted Oliver, " Rotbold, I accufe and 
chaiieage you: follow me." , On faying this, Oliver; 
threw his gauntlet at RotboW^s feet, ai^d^ immediately 

' "**' V V went 
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went "out of the church. RotboM, whom rage and 
aftonrlhment had ftruck dumb, took up the gauntlet in 
a violent piilion, and hafftned after his adveriary.* 
Every one followed him to the lifts; According ttf 
. euftom Oliver receivedy previous-tb the comfiat, fronni 
the hands of the lady he was going to defend, his hel- 
met, his fword, and his lance. The beauteous Orda- 
• Ha, tearing her veil, decked the coat of ann$ of her 
knight with the golden fringe; and flie gave hfm Jthe 
fdlowing for the word of battle: virtue and 
vEfrGEANCE(23). " Go, fit,"* fa?d fhe, *« avenge 
oppreffed innocence ; fuch is the nobleft jinploynlent 
of -force and valour; you will eafily triip^h over ari 
I enemy fo little worthy of you, dkd who will now, for 

the fecond time, be vanquifhed by youj for you muft 
know, that Rotbold is the pctfoh you put te flight 
when you came to the fuccovr of^ Albion, as he was 
attacked by three men."— ^ — ^ Is it poffib^e," exclaimed 
. Oliver, " that Rotbold, whom I have feen combating 
with valour on- the field of glory, under the command 
of Charlemagne, (hould have been capable of fuch 

bafenefs? "Come,** cried RotboJd, « and thou 

Ihalt fiee that this arm, which proved fo fatal to the - 
r Saxons, (hall not prove lefs formidable to thee.'* Oli- 

\ ver niade no reply, but ruflied upon thi area, and the 

*^ combat began. 

I It was. long and terrible; Ifambard, more than once, ^ 

j trembled for his ft-iend ; and all the fpeftators partook f 

\ in the concern he (ho wed for his brother in arms. 

Oliver, weakened by the languor of habitual grief, 
had neither the ftrength iior the vigour of Rotbold j 
^ Jfnt he preferved fuch prefence of mind, and dif- 
^Hayed fo niuch (kill and addrefs, that he was conti- 
- ^^ally able to: evade his- adverfary's blows; for more 
than an hour he (lood merely upon his defence, leaving 
his enemy to wafte his ftrength in- fruitlefs attacks, 
which were the more fatiguing, 'as they were made 
with all the impctuofity of anger and* fury; at laft, 
N 2 ' when 
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jH^ben h9 perceived Rotbdd to be worn out iK^ith Sir 
bouri ,ainii obliged to flacken his b)o>WH be, in. his 
ixitny began to aflail with tf vigour wbich quickly d«<- 
fided the viSory. Rotbold, all brea&leis and difr. 
mayed^ A^ggered^ and gave way; Oliver cvihed v^^ 
him) and, m the fame inftant, woynded hicn^> threw 

• him on the ground, and took his f viroird f Aom bip. A 
general cry of joy^- and the univeffal applaitf^ of the 
weftators, immediately.; f»oclaimed the trtumj^ V 
QiiVer, The^tter keq>iiig his enemy ftill extei^ed m 
tbeduft: <^JJitworthy knight," faTd he^^ ^^ thou who 
diO^onoqreft valpury b^caule thou proveft that jt c^n be 
allied with tyfenefs and cruelt]^> I condenm ibee fiev^r 
to bear arms^%y mjG^ : I farther require, that .«te>tt 
confenteft to make me abfolute ros^fter of thyjeilftle 

'during two whole d[ays>; on Qu:^ conditionsi I ,gi!9iie 
thee SsyUft,'* At the^ words,' Rotbc^dt confoanded 
and trembling with ^s^ge, made the. vows wbidKihte 
conqueror required at his handjs: Olivjer then left him 
iipon tiie iield of battle,. Jf^mb.i^f^^r GiafFar^ and ;the 
^ther kiiigbts, furcounded and xt^ngratulated the coHr 
queror^.and carried him in triumph to the tent, to. wlM^Cih 
ine fair Or^ali^ had retir^xi during the combat. - ^ 
Ordalia, at firft^ could only exprefe her joy apd grar 
titude by her, tears ^ then afFe£lton^tefy prei£9grlhe 

4iandi of Oliver in ber own — " Ah, fir^" fai4 flw$ 
<f thofe vidorious hand^> which h^vejuft delivered mc 
from an odious perfecutory m\ift reftore pe a .beloved 
ku&and J being mafter of RotbpJd's caRIey you c^ 
lay open its dungeons I I knpw th»t wiiich fl>ut^ ,i|p 
my hufband; deign to follow me: can.I better rew^ 

.your courtefy than by affording you the means rf 
again performing a virtuous aSion ?" It may ea{j|j||[^, 
be iuppofed, that Oliver had fecurcd th^ kpys of the' 
C£lUe of Ro^bold, in. order to deliver the yi6iims» of 
xhut tyrant. Accompanied by Ilambard and.Gial^ry 
he in mediately condudied Or^afia to the cafl:l&. Afer * 
hai^ir.ypafled through along fuite of apartOMfjit?, Or- 

• '"- dalia 



^&3ia-€aiife4^*^ iron door to be opened^ wfeich di^, 
covered an arthed vcftibukt at .the extremity of which 
was found a ftdii/-cafe$ there^ -althou^ it was ftiU 
daylight^ they provided themfelves with torches^ and, 
after having gone? down more than two hundred fteps, 
^they came tc^a fpatious^- Vault.^ - Ordalia, with a key 
in her hand, ran tovrards an iron g^> opened if^^'' 
^nd rufhed into a dungeon; the three knights followed 
*her.; and, in a moment, perceived her in the aritns of 
.a captive loaded with-irons-^** Of*««y generous "de- 
Jiverer^'. cried OrdAia^-^M is you who muft break . 
^ihefe chains f^-^^^Oliver, holding a torch, approached 
the c;q>tlve^lIe^idoked at him, and trembled*— A ter- 
jfibte and indelible remembran*;, in an inftant, re- / 
xaUed his features, ffambard faw his friend grow^ 
pale ; : he advag<!ied t0wards> luni, and the wretched 
4G^Iiver fainted in his atm& >This accident was at- 
tributed to thefiitigueof the combat, and the want of 

' air J OKver was carried out ; but I&mbard^ who had 
a'glimpfe'.of the truth, ^remained -a moment /or the 
fake of fuller information $ and h^ foon learned, that 
the hufbandof Ordalia was Diaulas, the fon of Witi* 
kind, aiid brother to ihe wifortunate Celanira. Diai}- 
Us, having oidy feen OUver in his bed, and in a dying 
x6ndit4oa,.had not been able ta recolieflhim. Orda- 
iia, vdK> had known Ofivser iff Saxos^, uii4dr a bor- 
-rowed harae^ only, had not yet had time to learn his 
real name, form^ had not aflced it, believing that ihe 

..alre^ady knew it> f6 that both herfelf and h4ifl>and 
weretotally ignorant, that Oliver was their deliverer.- 
Jfambard, who, in- the fxrii: moments of con^&oh,'had 
feen only Diaulas, remarked with iurpriie, a child of 
nine or ten years old, of a charming countenance, 
who partook in his captiykyi but who was not fet- 
tered'^ he appeared tranfported with delight at tile 
happinefs of Diaulas and Qrdalia, and weeping, k- 
viflied on them the moft tender c^cfles. The age\of 
the young couple would not a^Uow the tiiild to be 

Ukcit 
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taken for their Ton ; Ifambard haearded a queftioii I3n 
that :hcad : *' Sir," replied Ordalia, « this amiable 
and . interefting creature is our*a<lopted chi^Id, aod 
when you arc acquainted with my hiftory, you will 
learn how much wc ought to cherifli him." 

Ifambard, after this explanation^ coodudled Diau-^ 
las, Ordalia, and the boy, into an apartment of the 
caille, promiAng them, on the next day, they ihould 
fee the brave and generous knight who had reftored 
them to liberty and happincfs. GiaiFar fpent tlie 
whole evening in the haU| where a magnificent repaft 

^had been prepared for tall ^he knights^ and fombard 
retired to his unhappy friend* . The fight of Diaulas 
had. revived in the nlind of that wrenched mail all 

' the horrours of the eaj ly period of his misfortune ". and 

ihis crime. Ifambard was ftartled at the wildAefs of 

-his ililcaurfe^ and the, violence of his defpair; but 
.when the firil. tranfports began to fubfide, Ifambard 

. mad& it appear to, his friend, that the events of that 
day ought to diminifh the burdenfome preffure of his 
remorfe.;. and that he could not be infenfibJe to the 
happini&is of having reftored a fon to Witikind, and 
rendered back a /wife to Diaul^as* " Ah," replied 
Oliver,. '* nothing 'Caa affuage ^he remorfe of CeU'* 
olr.a!s aiTaf&n; nothing can ex[Aat€ fuch a crime !-«- 
Yet allowing thst Witikind has'never ccafed to' regret 
the lofs of his fon, that if he recovered him, he could 
iliiJ be happy i-it might indeed allevi*te my forrow 

- to. reftore hirh back, but would Diaulas confent to 
what; I a(k in that: refped ?" " Ordalia^*' replied 

: llambardj' hajs promifcd me to relate her ftory to*mor- 
raw; I vtiil.hear it, and repeat it to you 5 thatre- 
xritalrwiU rafci:m.us>of the true fentimer.ts of Diaulas, 

^ an^i flatter myfclf ,the.y will prove agreeable to my 

: hopes.^' ; The :nej^t morning Ifambard repaired to the: 
japartmentof the young/ couple, and informed them, 
tiiat his friendy being ftill indifpofed, could not leave 

•kis hed before evening i in the mean time Ifambard in- 
. = .- tteated 
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. treftted them to relate the 6vcri» which had put them 
in the power oi the ferocious Rothold: the youthful 
pairy after havmg -C3fprefled the keeneft regret, that 
their bepefiiaor was not himfelf able to hear the nar- 
ration, confented to ^gratify Ifambard*s' curiofity; 
aiwi the beautiftil Qrdaiia, breaking filcnce, related 
:the ftory, which will be found itk the ipowing 
xbaptcr*— — • . 



CHAPTER XXXn.- 



riJE sroRT of okdalja. 



^Tiiftoirc B^nc fcmme tft totijourt un roman. 



. WiOrUy world, O W)rl4 \ \ 



. .But that thy ^ftrap^e mutations make us hate thee— - 

'. . KingLear* SKAK^iksrsAji^* 

«;THE days of ray. infancy,, and thofc of my ear-^ 
lieft youth,, were the happieft of. tny. whole life. My' 
fa^oiily, which was clofely united with that of Witi- 
ktj^^, deftined Diaulas for my hufbandi and our rela- 
tions entered into a fuleran engagement, which ac- 
corded yv.ith the dpreft wiQies of our hearts. Diaulas, 
an. ardent defender of his country and of freedom, fol- 
lowed -his father to the war, and>flbciated himfelf in 
all his dangers and his gbrv< In the laft, battle which 
Witikind taught jvith the B rcnch, Diaula% bf ing dan- 

geroiifly 
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geroufly wAMrrrf^d^ ¥»% .feft on the fiey^ }^ yms^ 
thought 10 b? 4eadj zn^L my, foKOW bipnght axe. tp th^; 
verge of; th? grwr?^ In thp 1719^ while .WitikUiff,, J%- 
duced by Cfearlem^gnc, lift^M4; to Ws pr<?pft&b» ^ 
fppn treated puW.icJy wUb. hioiithig. treaty^ ii^ftP^- 
vas Wified. by the. ih^or . p«rt oi the. flu^ioaj. hit. 
I'»ft^> my. fiith^r, riefiifcd .tP-fiAfciibp tpjt^ h^ wik bta 
clcape, went fecretly over Saxony, roufedxverytW^erft 
-an abhorrence to flaYcry, aiid made Jiimfelf a |)arty> 
which at firit was not numerous^ but whicb^ in a (hori 
time, became formidable. While my.fiatber was thus 
aflembling together the friends, d-libtxty^ I remtiijied 
in a !aBgui{ki»g condititm in the place where he k^A^ 
Jeft me, and where Diaulas (bon after came to reitoi^ 
Yne to life. Determmed henceforward to live for bis 

. country oi\Iy and'ior^.ixus^ hevioffiei^ed Wiiikind tp r^ 
main in ignorance that he was ftiU alive^ and, u||der 
a borrowed name, he joined the party of pfiy father. 
Qur mairis^c M^ajSi loog dfiferced, ^>X; ^ war, »whicb 
xaged (vith more ^ioko^e th3^ «vec, >nd % the ivifij^ 

'11^ difturbanq^ which took place la ^e coiottn^T. 
Here Diaulas^ iptg-jHPt/^d Or4aH%;TT** AlfcW' fii^ 
iaid he* ^\ to^ ^gfcribis; in a few words the fitusi|i«a 
whjcK 1 w^ rini the whole truth muft be retailed t9 
^X5[l^d,the bffother in arms- of ous deliverer $iaiid 
inotwithftanding the fefpe£t whk;h you cherifh fipr the, 
memory of y^ur unhappy father^ I xannot difienible 
that he it was who. ruined us aU» It was not without 
^reat concerni,^' continu^ Diaulas, ^^ that I determined 
to renounce a family which wfis fo dear to me; but 
Ordalia, and the intefpeft of my country, extorted firdni 
me this painful j^crifice. I had, .befides^ the mbft*«!x4 
^ted idea of the patriotifin and prineifdesitf }lrft»4 
he was, indeed, diftinguiihed neither by miktary ttat» 
jents nor ebquence^ and he owed the afcendan^y be 
had acquired over the minds of the peopk^ feldy to 
the reputation of his integrity and wrtue (aif). 'uBul 
when he found his popul^itv: well eftt«bK{hea% be gave 

hirofetf 
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himferf up without conftraint to all the violence of 
Jiis drfp<^tioh. He perfecutcd wfth great aftimofit^ 
all the partbi^ans of my father^ arid aU his own pcr- 
•fonal' enemies, IriArainjI 'erideav6ured to check -^hefe 
"sexceffes; nothing could arreft theft coiirfe ; nor could 
?any one avoid deftrii<3ion, but in the particijwrtion of • 
rkis opimorrs and his violences; it was nece(&ry tp be- 
come either hk accomplice or 'bis .vkftimv si came to 
^e determination of withdrawing, and of concealtng 
^myfelf for a ;fecond time; I wandered over Saxony 
tender a new borrowed name^ and 1 faw the agents 
"Of IKflca cbndu<ft tfiemfdres in every placr \Wth 
Jike cruelty. Thefe* refentful and (^nguinary chiefs, 
awhile they oppreffed the peo|Jc> laviflied upon .them 
the baieft adulation, and affe£ted popular manners to 
.^he moftridiculoius degree; they vt&ed as tyrants^ aad^ 
^hlle they exalted the charmr of freectom in their dif- 
^eourfes, they were committing the vflcft a£b of def- 
potifm {'!$)» Then was it that I began to defpatr of 
:%he f^vation of the country* ' An interwil revolution 
KknM atone preferveVit from deftru£Kon. - It was.rie- 
i^befl&ty that fome happy iyftem oP juftic^i, humanity, 
mi ciemency fliould thftantly take'pl^ce iit neparatibn 
^fe«manyhorrour$; but there was no authority whtch 
jfcoiynerpoiied^dfat of llilka; Saxony -had entirely ^fiib- 
mitted to the yoke of Qiarlem»gne) and, thus'wa^ 
4he moft noble and moft juft of caules diftonou^ 
and undone. , ^ 

^ In the mean while the:troop$'of^^af1em^e 
iiavinginadde a new invafion <tf 'Saxony, i entered int& 
out army a$ a vMunteen I was under no apprehenffon 
l^m^cing^my father in battle $ I 4inew lie had re- 
• fded'tbe comoiand of the French army ; anS, 'hadf I 
>een.i^noraot'of thatcircumftance, I was fitfflcieirfly 
4icquaimed with the great foul of Wjtikind,^t5p be cer- 
tain that nothing coSd have determitietr' him to take 
gpaitn^ againft bis country. I wa* engaged in the 
nteMcaWe batrieof the Brool?, ^bfctt^^dcd the 
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. fate^of Sax€A}^(26). Obliged to fly v^jth the wretched 
^ rccnaips of. our v^nquiihec) army, I quickly learned, 

that another 'body <>f French troops had penetrated 
...^(o]|the canton wbi^ was in the hands of liifka^ that 
•v <be latter, fearful. of being delivered up to the French 
. .gener^lsy had retired, together . with his daughter, to- 
^ jhe fortreft of. £re{boiirg« I ior^ot all the crimes, of 
-^liijQ^ in. the. concern I felt at .the dariger of Ordaiija ; 

and, detei]p;^ined to defend hex, or peri£b with her, I 
!. in^giedtately took the CQute to Erefbqurg. I found the 
J\ place environed by French troops, under the commattd 
^ /of UDtbQld ^ .faawever^ ..witb ibme difficulty, I emere4 

r: ^^ :^"^^9 ^^^I of diAruil and JTurpicIon, tbe invariable 
^ ^Cofmen( of tyrant^, h^d bpt little, dependa^ce on. -the 
.;;garriioa of Fseibourg, and forefaw the ; fatal dj^fiinv 
/ iiyhjch w^ in/Tef(irve >br him. He received me wjth 
. veynbarrailmeot ; however^ my love for his daygjiier 
, being in his eftimation refponfible for my fidelity, .|ie 

4iyi(&d wikh me the conimand. of the ibrtrefii : . j^r 
. 4^oGj>8 fi^ftained -fever^ attacks with :great reiplijfi^jQ ; 

butdanger and rmi^fortune, w,ere uijabk to :fofte4\ ibe 
.. vindiAiye; temper. cf, liifka, he flill comtnittj^d .new 
. vi4cJei)^eis,;,wbich atv- length es^ited a.<ireadfalie4ition. 
. tHfka,. ^qg >a(Ucif:ed in his own houfe by an ^p- 
.v/xaged miil/Mude, .jnade .h^ ^eii^e wit|^ Ordalia^,.apd 
;- ifook re(i|ge. in the temple of IrnuDfuL Seconded with 

thirty foldiers only, I favoured the flight of llifka, and 
.. .coittbitff4:^b9L,ii>%gents.i»b4it loon, overwhelmed by 
•.^lumbers* t iawralp^oft all my, un^ortupate companions 
> '^\]^^y'^y.^^9. ^w4f being myfelf vvounded, I was on 

ithc.poiat 9/ .•fink'jng,. when Suddenly a confufed and 
^•igrrible clamour, fningkd with the cries of vidor:);^ 
,' :iDSrined US, that . -the . trtumpbam enemy ha/d exijEered 
^ ^^be place. Fear quickly difperfed the troop which 
I -was^ .over|K>wering vme 5 and, I then dragged . myfelf 
jljiilong towards the templp t)f Irminfuly wiibing,-- at 
. iJeatta itpf^iUjiiCM Ordalia.; 1 found the teimple ihi*t; 
,;y^ ' •' • . ■ . " ./ 'but^ 
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^'but, notwithftandimg tHie/W^lcnefs arifii^ from my 
m wound, and the lofs of flood, I at length made my- 

tJ£ felf heard, and the gates were opened to me. After 

s going through a foacious yeftib^le^ I entered the. tern.:-; 

ac pie, and (hfunk with horrour at the fight of a frightfal* 

r>t i^ftacl? which appe^ared before aaie.— The'day waft 

5c JHuft dokdi^^ the curtains of the temple were, drawtv 

k - and ail the lamps Jighted. Ordalia, covered whb a, 

^1 veil, was . pcmring forth her plaints at the foot of the 

i'. ftattfe of irmmful, wbilft llilka, as .Sovereign ponti^^ 

ffli and the reft of the priefe, iuriounded an aJtar, upoa 

i - which ^as bound a -child of nine.ortcn years old, that 

was going to be facrificed^. 
fc . . <^ i ha4 always detefted thefe abomioaUe facrificcs ; 

{ ' aUid.hda^Ft^ whtch doubtlefs tnfpired me at this mfh- 

f jxient, ?reftoring me ail my forjCc-r' Stop,, - inhurnan 

! wretches,* cried,!, * do you ims^ine,rby this impious 

facrifice, to difarm divine anger? No, your fatal 
hour is arrived; the enemy triumphs, and is within 
our v^^ls; wefhallallperim; but at ieafls this inno- 
cent chad fhall not be immolated.' On faying this, I 
• rufhed towards the altar; I drove ,^fF the friefts witH 
my fwoytl, and, unbound ihe child, who proftrat^d 
f . himfelf at my feet. It is the fame child you faw with 

: me in.prifon. The furprife and terrour, which the 

news I had brought imparted, rendered Ilifksr and the 
^other pontiffs motionlefs. X^rdalia^ lifting up her 
veil, ran and threw herfdf into my arms ; but (he gave 
a mournful cry on feeing me covered with blood, and 
tore her vdl to apply it to my wound; I turned to<-^ 
wards her father — * Ilift^^,' faid I, thou haft long 
promifed me the hand of thy daughter ; thy gloomy 
fufpicions have always retarded the performance of 
that f<>lema engagement; but her faith is mine^ 

* W<e have already feen, that thefti honible .facriiices wer<$» m 
.faft, piTfsri^>cd by tic rcligidn of thcfc barbarous people, 

•and 
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-and I claim k^ a barbarous conqweror, the fere- 
cioiis Rotbdd, whdfe hands are ftainec^ with ^^fo much 
hiooiy is going to miffacre us altj I would fain die - 
Ae 'huA>and of Ordalia : xonrider^ Hitka, it is thoii 
4»ho k^ft ruined us ; and^ as a reward for all I have 
-cteie for thee, give me tJ^ daughter^ apd'Jet a mo* 
xitfnt of gTory and happinefs Rin^recede our laft , 
gafp,' « I confijfce,^ cHed-lli&av '^ in hopes of Jeavirig 
an avengerbchind mcj fliodldft thou furvive me.* Oil 
•tittering thefe wordt, he took my hand) aH reeking 
wiAr Mood, and joined k to that of his « daughtern^ 
;and'he r«ceiiVedfnii6'.racfed'vo«<r which united us for 
»€ver together. 

« I fwoteatdl myfdf before^he sjjtai^ and Kfthig 
'Hjimjr eyes tolieaven--* Greater of* the univeii^ iMf 
^histempl% foo^n prbphaned by tfuel fuperftkioi^ 
sreceive/ cried I, ^ die homagb oF a pure hearfr-*i 
Surely may I expe<9 fclfcity, in an union formed before J 

this aJtar, upon' wiiich J havevjuft rrfeued - dcv^rtei 1 

^innocence vfrom'dcath*? Tlfe fword of deflfrudfOnls ■ 

i&fpendid over my head^ but rtiou art-able to fenKW^ 
hi If it b« thy jpleafu^ that! flioKld Jive for Ordalia, 
1 fwear toadof^t thfe chiW,' and to cenfiicratic <:my fti- 
ture life to virtue' as i«^eU ^stdlo^er* As I was thue 
fpeald'ng, I had placed' ithe child upon the altaif^-afja 
4i:ept preffihg him to liiy hearty he trcmbtedon findWg 
«%imfelf again npoh the place where he had j^ft beeci 
Wing as a vi<5lim. ^ie clung faft roufitf my neclc; O*- 
»«alia then took him to her arms, ' and repeat^ the 
*oath I had foirorn. .At this moment the noile of arms, 
of drums, . and trumpets, •announced the approach of 
-cur enemiei, who, having fearched in vaiil for Ili&a 
in the citadel, icame at laft to the temple in queft of 
ilitm: M» irongat^s of that .edifice were clofed 5 they 
wereiwroof to-titc fury of the aflailants, and we de- . 

-t^rmined n(^4o open thm. We heard great nQife I 

-and agitation without; but no nieafure appeared to be \' 

taken -tpfwcc thc.placc^i W« were ignorant of the \ 

^enemy^s > 
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enemy's intention; and pafifed more than two hours in 
{this ftate of fijfpenie, when, all on a^/udden, we (aw. 
the flames catch the wood-work whkh furrounded the 
Lgreat altar of Irn^inful i at the^ fame indant, the fir^ 
fprcading'.with. great irapiflity, a wall fell in, ati^imade 
-a conftderable iu-eaclis and immediately, the /temple 
was thronged with troops. At the Ught of thi% 
)i)iflca, giyifi£v«p ail hopi^ drew a dji^ger, which hq 
.always wore m %is belt, ^nd gave ^ himfelf a mortal 
v^Vfound: I grafped my fw<srd, and, with all the intre- 
;f^idity whiptf love a^ d^pair c^uld infpijre} ruQied 
towards Jiie.foliftgiss, who^wprt? cndeavounng tQ cari;jr, 
»ofF OrdaUa. Tiic dofire of faHing glorioufly in her 
;:^rjefence., rajiliig me above myfelf, I .Aiftaioed to ad- 
vantage^ although .wotrnded and im%p^>arted> a coai<- 
4>atof fevera) nuiiutes againft more thait |h<r,ty mea. 
But OrdaHa) ^itUfmayed, and. die child, whdfe life I 
'4iad ^ved> jeeing me on the point of -yielding to 
4ti^b«rs, caisue and threfwr theffif«lvfi(« ia./the.midft'df 
^ iiaUiers^: at the.fight^of :thi^. aU my ftr^gt^ &ili^ 
^]ne1 and I feU dowo, without feniation^ at the fe^.of 
:Ordali^. vlt moflb How te your tafk, oaydeac Ordali^^'' 
<:0ntinu6d Giaxdas, ^ togo «» with. the ilory ; for.xyoit 
nlone have been witnefs.to the. greater partVof tHe 
eventc, which 'followed thofe I have boen relatifig/'-<^ 
A% thfefe worc^,, Ordalia, wiping away the tear> whii:^ 
^'Ibe remembrance of her father Drought in her ey^, re^ 
(jmed the aarmiv^^ as mli be ieeaJa .th^ ^^^^%^ 
;iebaptti?. 
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CHAPTER XXXHL 



COtJTINUArJON Of TBE'STORroP Oa'D-AUA: 



Jc n« vols tjoe ttes t©tii-s que 4a cen'drtf a cotlvertesj 
Vn flcuve tcint de Cang, defs.clunpagnes defertes \ '• ' 

. Noni. je BefenipMn^ceflnplKede fecjcritties-^ ., v 

QQ*it.iioas-pc^n«f fr*t|'veii(,jipour4efoiere^4ri^8»es. . 

' . •. .i . • ; 'Ifhe Same* ■;. 

. *, :•,.'.. ' \ 

« FKxORE toyourfetf, fu:>" faiaOrdalia, « thelKir- 
Tours of m.y fituation !— My wrctcbed father, ftabbed 
•by hts own hAnd, in ray- arms ^'r-my garonents ftaioed 
with hi» blood ; nay huiband ^cxpiiing at^ the foot of 
the altary before which I had jnft-received his plighted 
fatrii ; the chitd we had adopted was ^ctended on his 
body, and made the vaults of the 'temple refouud with 
lamouaUe cries •, myfclf furroutided by favage troop^, 
unable eithertoaffbrd.Diaulasfuccouf, or to. put an 
end tomy own eatiftencej our worfliip deftroyed, the, 
profanation of the temple, its conflagratiotn§ the 
ftatues of our ggds overturned and broken to pieces, 
the frightful clamour of the triumphant deftroycrs of 
my country, the dreadful light that the devouring 
.flames which furrounded us fpread on every fide ; all 
concurred to fill my foul with terrour, difmay, aftd 
defpair. The conquerors had thrown open the temple 
gates, and I refifted the attempts of the foldiers who 
endeavoured to drag me to the fide which had not yet 
.taken fire, when JRotbold entered the edifice, arri 

haftiljf 
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I haftily approached me: but with what hQrrourM'as..I 

( ieijsjBdi when, in this general of -the French troops^ t 

f Tecognifed the bafef and cruel knight who had carried 

4iie off a. few months before^ and whom your generous 
vcompanion in arms pjit to flight. The audacious Rot- 
bold accofting me— ^ Coine, madam,* (aid hc^, ' deign 
to follow. n>e, and calm your fears/ On faying thi?, 
he prefumed to lay hold of me with his impious hands^ 
I drew back with terrx>ur ; but fuftained, infpired by 
f JovCf I was able to. conceal at the bottom of my 

f heart my refeatment ai)d my hatrei — ' Sir/ .replied I, 

f "* look at theie objefts which fuo-oufid me : — there i^ my 

1 father, he breathes no more 4 that young jnan who has 

t fainted, away, and that child,- ace my brothers ,;. of 

you wifli me to live, t*ke care of their. liye§, and do 
jiot feparate us,' ^ Your a^equelt iball. be gtanted,' 
returned .Rotbold; ^ be under no unealinefs on their 
account: my love to you ought to aflure you of my 
generofity towards then^!'* UpoA this he gave orders 
.that they ihould be conveyed to his campj and offer- 
ing me ;his. fuppprt, I was forced to lean upon .th^t 
(Cruel arnn which had-j^ift c^nfi^mmated the dellruf^iQa 
' -oft niy religion, my family^ and ray country. .. « 
■*^ The day. had not yet appeared^ but when we were ; 
gone out of ^refbourg^ the hprrid conflagration of the 
templcy and fodn after thsvjt of.^ the whole fortrefs, fu^ 
ficed to light us on our way, and to illuminate the 
^efert j&elds through which we pafled* On arriving at 
the camp, Rotbold prevented, my defircs, by informing 
ra.e, that I might go. to the tent whither, my two 
brothers had already been ^ondu£led: Diaulas had 
xecovjsred hi^s&nfi^s, and I had time to infbrin him of 
-my artifice^ he objefted^to give into it j but at length 
Im confented with extreme repugnancy, . Rotb(^d, 
who4attered hinifelf he ihould at length feduce me, 
^treated me with every appearance of extreme geno- 
rofity. He ordered th^ grcatefl: care to be taken pf 
.Diaulas J, nor did he guit the famp till he y^as in 

condition 
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«canditIon to' be removed without danger; we then all 

departei^. ' Rotbold carried away no oth<?r cajHives 

than Diauks, our adopted xhHdj and ihyftlf ; aif the 

.chiefs of our party having etthfer hXkn m c<Mjibat,'or 

been maflacrcd af?er the victory; -TMrxg with hittf 

the Ltrcofures of .my unfortunate countrymen, anSF 

^ dragging u^ in his train,' ''hii made tts traverfe.a con- 

fiderable part of our unhappy .country m our way to 

ttthis place. I pafled by Ae loved fppt where Ffii-ft. 

sfaw the Ijffht; there hSid I been born amidft a free 

randflouriming people; andJ coidd ^ndW pereeire no^ 

- veftigc of iiabitations -remaining — the bouies,' the' 

men, the trees, had all difappeafed. I perceived -do-i." 

thing but defert$,vand here and there a fugitive or a 

•flavC; and myfclf I found a captive, aad jtndpr the' 

yoke of a hated conqueror. The ipurderotis iithe of 

.^eljpotifnj, more aftive and more terftWe in ks ravages 

rthan that of time itfelf, had mowed dowri and def- 

troyed every thing in the fliort fpace of-a few mfofttte< 

At length we arrircd attbis c^ftle^; and, in a fewr 

.<lays, Rotbold taliccd to me, without conftraiht^ of 
liis odious paffion. From the ikftinfierview, I aalW^rcji 
;.h1m iafiichia manner as deftroyed att his hopes.; and He 
rJLthA had recourfc to Dtaulais, ii> order to engage Wni^ 
f-to plead in his behalf. But when the tyrane announci^ 
}ns dcfign upon me, it was^o longer pdiiUe for 
>Diaulas to degrade- himfdf by acSHnga fiilfe part> tni 
he immediately dedared.to Rotbold the whdie.tflith. 
The anger^of Rotbold wss extreme, and his menaces 
.terrible. He came in gueft of me: * you have de-^ 
vceived m^,* fold he; « nor dc I fct know whether th^^ 
.avowal of this marriagebe not a new impoftttre ; bat 
were you the fpoufe'mvVsdamtr'i(fodr. was the name^ 
.I>kula$ had laken), yet ihoold Aot I acknowMge the- 
legality of a marriage 'f<llemnifed upon the altars of 
.<rrour, which I have itrctrtev<aMy overtufncdt yoar 
vows wejne dddrefled to fsAk deities, and are mill and 
. voxd.r— Yott are in my pow«ri J aAwc ^on : I oStr 

•% ..•.:]. «yoii 
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90a:.a.rank..aiid fettune, w^kh arc vordif- oif yout 
9pd. call youi heikate betwii^. tho ^nqueror of £re(V 
S»Mrg, W his ila^ei, GonTidcc of this, madam; if 
ypitcogrent;tQ.receiv<i,in]r hji(id|. lihall uieat Vakmir 
a&.the bcothei: of iny,wne» asd.ftall givc^m all your 
lithpr^^treaiiirf^ butif youifierfii^ id your refa(al| I 
iCb^lIcohfiikr kioL-no kmgex. . hat-as ;ihat^ rival, ^nd 
}tou will.tteo fee that I.kho^ how to avenge myielf/ 

^. A tithis/hdcrid language, al} my f^udence fbrfook 
kpcy and xl. gayc m^jrfelf up, Svithout ceflraiat, to- my 
indignation 4 I ftirred !up.the fu^y a£ JijlothbU to its 
highfift. pitGk: he 4(ow^ ^^ deprive my \hufi>und of 
liberty.; and, in efibS, he was thrown into a duneeoa 
«tti< the. fimie .day. Mirva, our child . by .adoption^ 
wJiom .vire. had always, declar^ ^ sbe our brother, th^ 
be. might ji^ ber ieparated from. «$, was remo^^ed .t« 
-my apactinent. This amiable child united with ex« 
trf»qe tendjernefs. of difpoiition a <pura^ ancjl u^der* 
^i^ing far heyoad bis years (bis attaGhment an§ un^ 
da^nded ^titaiib to, Diaalas were .MSclebt to render 
4|plq| dear tome; hejncreated me to obt^n permiiHon* 
ifor ihim ' to. pai:take the xaptivi^ of my hvi&aud* 
9^ddvl¥ho imagined he « was charged with tbmt; 
m^ige fr'^m^one, refafed my reou^; .but -Minfi l\1S 
^tiA&d^Q«K^ed4 he ^potpe Urn to Rotbold, M M* 
.i|is/eef, *and'con)afect him 4a fo poeffing a Manner to 

£aat himyhts petition^' that Rotbold^ probo^W out o| 
irof AiQwiiig'too mtich .barbarity of diipoution be^ 
^fo|3e me^.^pnTented'towbat he ardentity defined, and 
.atihe ibmemonitintMttvailew to the dungeon ^ his 
bfinefiiAarJ 'From .that day^- perfecuted w^^ut inter*^ 
miffian, f wa$ expoM to evet'y kind rof torment atid > 
app^eheniienvt my crtid opprtfior continually threat^ 
jenedto facpilice IKaulas -co-Ms-refenjimen^. yet, being^ 
.p^tfoaded that tn< fiitih cafe J Ihonld not fail to lay 
violent bands uponmyMfi he did not .venture to take 
.^way his life^^ Imt^ defirout to 4iave feceiirfe to every 
cxti^ty-whteh be .imi^ined would tire out my con.^ 

ftancyj 
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flaocy,'he remavodrmefrom^e foiii{>tuous afiBtrtaiSiif 
which had beenmlfetted iiie>* and I; wasconcUnSled ioco 
on^of the prifoos of the caftJe, a part of thc^^fubier^ 
nneeus visits, mhtre my oinhappy huflyand languiOied^ 
I did hot refled: without emotioxi, that ihe iame build- 
ing confined as both, and that his dungeon was • per* . 
haps contiguous to dnine.^ this idea induced me to 
examine, the infidc of nvj^pfifon ivith anxious attention. 
Therceil was fpacious, and i remarked at one end. of 
it that the wall was ^ftill. of crevices; I appiied .niy 
car to thefe openings,, and .at, firft heard.,npthingf but 
in the courfe of a iew.days, I could diftinguiOi: fome 
ooife: I then. knocked agaioft the wall* and oeceiired 
the like fignal in reply. Hope and .love infpiring; iti« 
geiiulty, Informed a prqjedl. which feemed icnpra£li« 
cable, and. which. nevertheld&Ihad the good fortune 
to execute: a large iron nail iiaving fall^vfrom die 
door^ I picked it up, and concealed it*^ My tjreatmiQnt 
being fomewhat kf& rlgburous thanithat pf.the oth^ 
V3<%ms of Rotboid, ;I .was indulged with - a lai^ bed 
with; curtains^ and layowed a iamp) dtinngv the^t^I^bt; 
On a pretext which vl. had iaventcd^ ; I. prevailed .on f 
my. keeper to piace? nay bed agaihft. ^evttecayed waUv 
M which I hav? b^«aipeaking;.4o(] .asiXoon. as night 
ikt ,'m l began my taikt. by t»k^a»fouring to taakfgfi 
paoof th9 pr<^*«iac».; The owEtalnftofilhe:hed >4d^;th« 
progrefs.of.-my woJJfcj':»J^ :hiwing:tafcene,ibaie other 
neqeflary pi;ecdutiona^ .itny rgaoj^r . never * em;prtt»ii»ed 
tiie 1^4} ^^pic;i^ft. QS.,nxyv enfief|)riic i; fftr^pwy.owniPWt, 
havi9g (\optj^t ^?Mpati9fi,/.l':proQe<?d«5df An mf. y^Jk 
in a furprifing m^am^c -ptiv^p isighth daiy, l-^pwved 
.tha^ I W9S fecondfid • o^rWie ^h(€>rt.^fide. the w^U,. and 
that a. firnilarproctftediog' tpc^t'plaq^:;there« . I jthea 
.had no, doubt .but th^t i^ejuij^'^otl^ i^pm ^{hich.this 
wail only.ieparatcd.m^, ;wji> .a^ij^ilyr.^h2it..pf .my bvf- 
band » m^ r^kcion agUnjt^t .«<5W. Vjigoar j and, ji^ 
ithe end: of . three wci?k%. tbes.«crsfv^<:^: bec^pi0 Lirge 
,4yK)JU«h to.allow ene tptbrHft.ia,|»y,^aii this e*;pefi-: 

meat 
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^tfient I tried) ctalHrigfVtipon Dismlits ; I. c<mM feejic^ 
thing through the ^ifiei-{ufc,becaufe there, was no 
It^t alk>w<ed in that diingeon* except zt the tahc m 
wi^fch the mi^als were brought; bat I idifto vered that 
ibnie one was- approaching the wall, and iquiokly I 
cUftiiiguiibed the motion of an arm (hat was reejking 
' miHc:- atslaft L felt a h&nd, I fcrzed it; with tranfporc, 
and finding it extremely fin^tl, I %hed> aiid comceived 

• itxrouldbe only that of 'Mitva: I then imagined^ that 
Diaul&S) 'wha did not approach the wall, was dowbt^ 
lefs . chained, and perhaps in a dying conditian^ and 
I fhed a flood of tears. In the .mean while, :the.harid 
ftili kept hold of tnine, and iq«ec«ed it in a very ex- 
prcfflive manner 4 I inquired after Uiaulas— I cpnjured 
him to make anfwer j but no one fpoke a >yord I 
could hear nothing bu^t interrupted moans; aad at laft 

" .tKe hand quitted mine. I funk into the. deepeft def* 
^ir>; I imagined that Diaulas waS; no more: nothing 
can exprefs what I felt^ (^ confid^ing that be bad 
expined at that very inftant^ and fo near me, without my 
having had the fad confolation of receiving his fare- 
wel, and catching his laft brcatb. ' Not being, how* 
ever, certain of my misfortune, I continued my labotir; 

"' and it v^as completed much fooner than I had calcu^. 
;l»te<l, for towards the middte of tbc ft^lowlng nig^ 
while I was bufy at work, fome large pieces of mortar 
and hitge mafies of ftone giving way with vioLence, 
left a confiderable aperture in the wall, through wbic^ 
it was eaiy tO'pafs(^7). Atjfirft I did not venture 
into the dungeon ; reilrained ^ by drea4>rl continued 
nfiotionlefs anc)^ chilled with terrour at;the bceach^ and 
bardly bad I thec;ouragc to liften>---^I heawl fighing, 

• and ftifled jgroans — then I rpufed myfelf; and takidg 

• .a lamp, I entered the- breach :- 1 advanced with dread. 

•After proceeding a few ftepf, Ivftarted^ the fQund.of 
an uiiknown . voipe^ which ut^ced . » thefe words : 

-* Come, thou angel of .coi)fcUtion j*: 1 itpprjoached 

-^and I .beheld, extended / upon a bed of; ftraw,. .a 
* ' j'oung 
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young pecfoA, who appesured.'te be <iying; (bt held 
cat faer arms to me, I .ruflied to her embrace, and we s 
aingled our tears u^ether. Sacred and moving tidi 
of. niisfortufie !^— this un|cn6wn perfon^ whom I preffed 
to ttiy boibm, had already acquired s^I the claims of 
tender friendfliip upon my heart ; faer gjroans pierced 
ine to the foul i deprived myfeif fo long of airGORi- 
iovtj the hopes of confoltiig her alForded me a cong- 
elation which for a while fufpended the {cnfc of my 
^own diftrefs. * Dear companion in .misfortune,' cried 
iy > take courage^ heaven grows, propitious to us^ 
iince it is pleafed to unite our deftiny.* * Alasl* re- 
plied Ihe, * it is too late; I feel my own at its ter- 
mination.; and wheii you know the horrours of it^^ou 
will not lament qay d^s^.— — -The tirtseis precious to 
me,'- continued (he, *^ I wiU avad myfeif of the iittle 
ftriength which is left nie to pour forth niy l^il forro^y^ 
j.nto your bofem, that you one day rnay^do juftide to 
my memory.* At thefe words, ftie '#iped' away her 
rfears4 and, after a few moments filence^ thtis i«eiit 
an :— rf -My name is AaM)lihe,' fald (he, * my birth is 
'Obfcures- and my father poffeiled but a moderate for- 
iunc.— — Before ignominy and de^ir hkd wi^ered 
ia v' Uoom, ' I was confidered handfinne $ and m v father, 
wiio was nSjraiigr am^fioH*^ forming the hfgheft cx- 
4)e^ations from that frail endowincHt, educated me 
with the greateft care. I was of a tender difpoficipr^: 
I loved, and was Icty^i ^g^in I— A young French 
knighr^ whofename is Roger, was .the ohjeifl bt tHls 
{Unhappy p^flion^ he afked my handj, but he was wilht 
out fortune^ my father (jifcouraged hi« hopes, he left 
the country, and i have not feeri him fince. fi^y ijl^ 
Jzte brought the ferocious Rbtbold into ourjprovii^ej 
Jhre faw m^, and appeared to be enamoured with me.-^ 
;He wrote to me at firft m Cecret^ and had iXeco^rfe to 
aft the arts of fedu^on; I treated him with contempt: 
ihe then aflced me in miijnage ; and 'my father, in fpite 
.irfpfiy tears ^d^nyrefiftancej ptomifed hirji my hand. 

. ,RotboW, 



$t^tbql^ Iww^Vjer, Jnfonned my father, that irftpor^ 
^ant family coniideraljqns obliged him to conceal bts 
fil^Oage. {qt a while j arid it was agreed between 
tfiem,^ "tjiat 1= (ho^ld. be brought to tiae caftle, a»d be- 
fheretnarried.infeqreti and that, untii the declaratioii 
of my nupri^s ftayld take place,. I ihouid refide with 
Kjpi under the name of his. ward* Hither was t 
V^'^^gged": .Rotbold de^red, that the ceremony Ihould 
be perfo^flfjed withia the caftle- wallsy without the pri- 
vity even of hishoufeholci; and. that the prieft flioulct 
be his own domeftic chaplain; In this manner wai 
everything managed, . IVly f4ther,».whp4iad accompa- 
nied ciie.io the caftle^^ departed thf? next day, -A« 

for me, the.wrejchfed vii^m of his ambition, I -had 
not even .the confolation of ;,RRocence to % to; for 
riny apathy to Rotbold overvi?heia>cd me with re- 
qiorfe. I aflced for.th? prieft who hd4 Joined us to- 

f ether, to communicate to hif» my fcruples and my 
Iftrefs^ I fa w him feveral times^ and; l ftill repeated 
tjiat I felt an uncoriguer4ble av^fion to Rotbold, and 
that I could not tear, from my heart the criminal 
paffionlcheriihed there J for another* For three weeks 
I i-emaine^d the mpft wreteiied of women; when Rpt^ 
bplci, returning from theirhafe^ entered my chamber, 
attended by a fqui^e vidiom I i»d. never obferyed in 
his fuite; ftruck, however,, at the apptearance of the 
man, and looking at hrm .with attention, wha^t was, my 
aitoniiSiment to recognijfe the very prieft who bad 
riiarried me, .and had daily heard my cpnfefjions I— r— 
He wasy in fa(S, an iijippftor— ^he fquire of Ro^bold^ 
a^nfl the accQpiplice in his crimes* The latter having 
learned, through this wre(ch^ to what a degree I de-* 
tefted him, far fcom bluftitngathis crime, gloried Jn 
itj as jtiiewjre did Tryphon^ for fo .was this >in\yprthy 
icjuire naiii^di who was th^ &afeft and. moft wiclcjefl a( 
men. Rptbold informed me, he ihould at lafl: have 
married rne iar^ity, ,had I Ipved him ;^. but being ac- 
quainted With my feaUmentS:! !h« ym n(^w >ie|efix>ined 
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to fee me no more; however, he would give me • 
confiderable dowry if I would marry Tryphon, and 
remove with him to a dillant province. I replied with 
all the feverity that hatred and juft indignation could 
infpire. Rotbold then declared, that if I perfifted in 
refufmg his offers, he would throw me into a dungeon 
for the reft of my life; and would fprcad a report 
that I had gone off with one of his pages.—* And 
what is honour now to me/ cried I; ' did I not lofe 
it when my dark deftiny conduced me to this impious 
abode ? — I am diflionoured, but I yet am innocent !-— 
Tyrant, thou maveft- difpofe of my reputation and my 
life: my virtue (till remains; and that it is not in thy 
power to fnatch from me. — -Thy execrable impofition, 
it is true, covers me with fbame j but hencefor\^ards I 
may, at leaft, hate thee without remorfe P The 
monfter made no reply ; but> aided by Tryphon, he 
dragged me to this dungeon, which is now going to 
prove my grave !' Here the unhappy As^olirie ftop- 
ped: her tears choaked her utterance, and her ftrength 
failed her, in a manner, that convinced me her 
laft hour was at hand. I was kneeling clofe bjr 
her fide; flie gently pfeffed my hands between her 
own, and letting her head. fall upon my bofom — 'If 
the cruel Rotbold,' fatd flie, ' fh^ould,. agreeably to his ' 
menaces, have fpread reports injurious to* my reputa- 
tion, deign to bear witnefs to the truth which I have 
depofited in ybur bofocn.— Above all, may Roger one 

day be convinced of my innocence.* —'Yes,* cried 

I, ' a;rid I invoke Irminful and all our gods to atteft, 
that, if I ever revifit the light of day, Azoline ftiaU'i 
bejuftified; and if we be both doomed to periQi in 
this horrible dungeon, let us then confider, that after 
death, at leaft, when^tranflated to the (hining abodes 
of felicity, we fhall there enjoy immortal vengeance/ 
— < What fayeft lh<)u,' refumed Azoline; < mutt I yet 
have to deplore thy errours?-^Thy religion promifes 
eternal vengeance :•— thus, then, does it cwdcmn op- 

' prcffed 
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pccffed innocence to the torment ef 4)atmg for ever I 

! No, no; when the juft are dehVered from the 

bonds of life, celefty goodnefs will ever t>an4{h hatred 
and refentment from their n^nds ; and their hearts then, 
adapted to the enjoyipent of.fupreme felicity^- cait 
only tafte 'th^ delicious tranfports of graUtude, ad- 
miration, and love. O Godl* continued flie, joining 
her hands together, * this unfortunate ftrangcr lofes 
the fenfe of her own fate in her concern for mine ; fhe 
foftens the horrour of my hft moments ; deign to re- 
compenTe- her compaflionate attention-^-deign to en- 
lighten her mind, and lead her to happinefs.' On 
finifhing thefe words^ Azoline again funk into my 
arms j her eyes clofed, hut fhe ftill breathed. In her 
behalf I invoked Vanadis, tJje powerful and confoling 
goddefs of love and hc>pe(28)y but, alas! it was in 
vain. — She gently fquetzed my harnd, opened her eyes 
once more^ fixed them upon m«> and foon fhut them 
again for ever. I bathed her cold cheek with ray 
tears; I then covered her face with my veil, and, 
overwhelmed with commiferation abd terrqur, I re- 
turned to my.<iungeon. Ri.fle<Sling, however, upon' 
this melancholy adventure, 1 conceived the idea of 
converting it to the purpofe of my own liberation* 
In the delign I had formed, it was nepefTary to floop 
to. aft a feigned part; but I thought the horrours of 
my fituation juflified the artifice. I demanded to fee 
Roibold; he inflaiuly came to me: 1 hat} previoufly 
laid open the curtains of my bed, and placed the 
lamp upon the breach of the wall. At this unexpefted 
fight,*' Rotbold, all audacious and ferocious aS he wa«, 
drew back and quaked. I told him of all I had done ; 
and did not conceal from him that the unhappy Azo- 
line, before fhe expired, had related her whole ftory. 
Rotbold, who had liftencd without interrupting me, 
replied when I had left off fpeaking, and endeavoured 
to juflify himfelf, by calumniating the unfortunate 
viiStim of his wickednef;. I entered into no refutation 

of 
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ef hb fetfthoods r tfnd after a liioiii^nt'is fifence^-«f 
am the more inclined to believe yovt^' faid I^ * as be- 
fore^hat fatal adventure 1 had almoft refolved to ^\vt^ 
you my hand»* At thcfe words, Rotbold threv^r him- 
felf at my feet— < Hear iric, fif,' (aid I, « my heart 
is more ambitious thatr tender; I can ao longer bear 
ca^ptivhy ; I make facrifice of my duty and love, but 
lam determined to be your wife j I will reign whepe 
I have lain in bondage: the example of Azolihe in- 
fpires me with juft fufpicion^ and you (hatt not obtaii^ 
my hand but by cefebratiiig our nuptials 'with a fplen- . 
dour and notoriety which can free me from ' all kind 
of fears and diftruft.* I then gave him to underltand, 
that I required him to proclaim a tournament, aiid 
that thus all the neighbouring nobility fhould be 
witnefs to the marriage ceremony : he conferited to 
every thing I afked. I furthefrmore deckfed, that i 
acqutefced in his former offiers re(pe£Hflg Dtaulas, but 
that I would not inform him of his fate until I ha^ 
been folemnly betrothed, and had returned from the 
temple> till which thne, I wifbed him to remain en- 
tirely ignorant of my refolution. Rotbold fubfcribed 
to all my defires: he inftarttly took me from my pri* 
fon, which I could not leave vAthout fhedding a<nothef 
tear over the misfortunes of the unhappy Azolinc;;^ 
* but I cherifbed, at leaft, the hope, that ere long we 
fbould be both avenged. Rotbold immediately pifb^ 
claimed the tournament ; and - 1, M length, b<^eld the 
happy day of my deliverance^ and the Juft chaflife- 
ment of a moiifter." 
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CHAPTER SJlpaV. 



A FIRST CONSOLJTION. 

•» . . . ' 

Qu'un luni veritablt eft une douce thofe ! , 

La F^KTAIKS* 

AS Toon a$ th^ fair Ordalia had made aa end of her 
ftory, Ifambard obferved to Diaulas, that he had a 
fecret to impart,, and he led him into an adjacent. do- 
fet. After having fhut the door, *' you are ignorant^** 
faid he, '' of the real name *of your deliverer ; I ant 
going to inform you of it j— it is one of the Knights of 
the Swan; it is. Oliver." — Diaulas, at-thefe words, 
ftajnted with furprife and horrour.^-" Yes," refiimed 
I&mbard, it is the murderer of your fifterj but at the 
fan)e time the generous knight whQ formerly faved 
your father's life; and it is he who fn^tched the dying 
Ordalia from the hands of her ravifher; fhe owed him 
then her life and her honour : it is he whp, further- 
n^ore, on this day, *reftores you a wife and liberty.— 
Do you imagine that a crime, committed in the firfi: 
emotions of blind fury, a crime founded upon errour, 
of which you yourfelf were the 5ital cau(e ; a crime, , 
iQ finej; which has been expiated by the moil expru- 
ciating remorfe, can difpenfe you from the gratitude ^ 
due.tofo many important fervices ?" — " Noj truly," 
^returned Diaulas^ " but what can I be able to do?"— 
■ " Every thing," replied Ifambard; " it is, indeed, 
impof&ble to confole him, and dry up the fource of ^his 
tears ; but you alone can mitigate the horrour of his 
fituation."— « Speak,** interrupted Diaulas, « my life is 
Vol.!. O at 
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at his fervice, let him difpofe of it.''— « W?1I, gene-, 
rous Diaulas," returned Ifambard, " reftor^' then a fon.' 
to Witikind. I have obfervcd, by yoar own narra- 
tive, that, at the hotto^j^f your fouJ, you defpife a. 
worfhip ftained with^R moft abominable fuperfti- 
tions ; renounce it, and get yourfelf inftru6led in the 
principles of aur faith." — « I know them already," 
reph'ed Diaulas, takfng a book out of his boforo j " the 
dying Celanira put this into my baqds; it contains them 
all; this book, by you held fo facred, and bccpme fo 
precious' in my cftirnatio'ni I have perufed, in com- 
pliance u^ith the orders of my unfortunate filler, and 
with fo much the more advantage, as it is written in 
nry own language *. , The (ubiimity of its moral^ 
doifirfnes has reached my heart, and convinced piy 
rcaldn : in the bottom of my dungeon I have medi- 
tated upon it ; and there it was that I refolved to em- 
brade a religion which CoiiJd impart every virtue, and 
afford every confoktion." — " W^ll^" refumed Ifambard,^ 
*' you ought to flf then to the arms of an unh|appy fa- 
ther, *who has* already regretted you I who would 
p6rdon and receive you with tranfport!" — " But, re- 
turned Diadas, " to live under the laWs of Cliarle- 

magae !"- ^^ I would not recommend it," faid Ifam- . 

bird,* ** did there ftill exift in Saxony a party in favour 
of libertyj'however weak it may be^ but you have no 
longer any coiintry ; al! is overcome, all has Submitted, 
arid, you muft be under the ncceflity of fceking an afy- 
Jum in a foreign land;, make choice therefore of this, 
where you \vilf find the wifeft laws, and 'be able to 
affbrd confolation to your unfortunate father. "Such is 
tJfe moft anxious wifh of the wretched Olivfer J fuch, 
Diaulas, is the only proof of gratitude you can give . 
hhn;". « Hafle, Sir," replied DlauUs, « hafleand in- -. 
icyitn him, that iij one hour* 1 will fet ofF for the court ' 

•^ C! ?rlcfn^'g;n6 'ovdett^ tlift New' TcftSppicrft to be tranllatsd into 

i?. ■ ' <) .^ .] ..-; of 
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of Charlemagnfe," Upon this, Ifambard embraced 
Diaulas with eqiial tendefnefs and delight : they ftili 
prolonged the conveiTation to a confiderable length,. 
Diaulas informed Ifambard, that the unhappy Cela« 
nira having intreated him never to difclofe the fatal 
fccret which (he had carried with her to the grave, , \ 
be had not even communicated it to Ordalia; they 
agreed that he fliould not Tee Oliver again, the inter- 
view being equally diftrefEng to both ; and after 
making fome other arrangements, Ifambard fought 
his friend with all the cagernefs, which ttie. certitude 
0f being the bearer of a firft confolation could ex- 
cite. And when he had given an account of his in- 
.tervifew with Diaulas, he had the inexprefTiblc plea- 
Aire to perceive a beam of hope kindle in the eyes of , 
his frieiid. While the latter was expreffing his warmeft 
gratitude to Ifambard, they' were interrupted by the 
appeafance of Mirva, who was fent by Diaulas to wait 
for a letter which Oliver was to write to -Witikind. 
Mirva knowing that Oliver was the deliverer of his 
adopted father, threw himfelf into his arms, and wept,' 
and kifled the generous hands which had difarmed 
Rotboid, and broken the fetters of Diaulas, Oliver 
received with greaf: tendernefs the careffes of this 
amiable child i for while he was holding him in his 
arms, Ifambard related his ftory. After having heard 
the afFefting narrative, Oliver wrote to Witifcind, and 
gave his letter to Mirva, who immediately carried it 
to Diaulas. Pretexts were invented to hinder Ordalia 
and Diaulas from taking leave of Oliver; the tra- 
vellers were accommodated with horf.^s, and every 
thing that was neceflary for their journey •, and they 
fet ofF on that very day, taking with them their 
adopted child, and fome other captives of their own 
country, who had been found in the prifons of the 
caftle. Ifambaid made inquiry after Tryphon, the 
vile fquire of Rotboid, and the accomplice in his 
crimes, as has been already reFated in the ftory of the 
O 2 . unhappy 
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unhappy Azoline; but the wreteh, together with hfe 
Oiafter, had made his efcape. Nothing entertainiog 
Ae two friends any longer on this fppty they deter- 
mined to continue their route*. GiafFar^ who W9& 
likewife going into the duchy of CIeves> Was defirous 
of accompanying them the reft of the journey ; and 
though he was engaged in the oppofite patty> the^ 
iiever.hclefs confented to tbjce him; for, in thofe 
days, difference of opinion produced neither ^imc^ ; 

fity nor hatred; they fought with intrepid valour;. | 

but,' out of the field of battle, enemies were coofidered 
as then, as fellow creatures; and it M^as ac^ouated ^o^ 
rious to treat them with geneioilty (29.) 



CHAPTER XXXV. 



rHE TABLETS. 



^ €>i touphante iimplkitcs 

Confole ici mes yeux et re^is mod hOBijn^e } 

De IVimable hofpitalitc, , 

J'y retrouve Tantique ufage. 

Dans les difcours, la verltey 

Les graces dni frivoUte^ 
' Le fentiment fans etalage* . 

GIAFFAR, and the Knights of the Swan, after 
fix diiys journey,-entered a foreft, in which they loft 
u elr way ; they were "now in the duchy of Cfeves, 

and 



toe! swan. 293 

trnd not hr ftinn the palace of the prtncefs ; but having 
gone oiit of their road, thfey were unable to recovct 
"file path ; tired with their fruitlefs refearch, they deter- 
mined to Aop where they were, and fend their fqutres 
in q^eft of the road; The (quires, dividing themfelves, 
*f>Foceeded over the foreft; and the three knights, 
aHghting from their horfes, retired under an oak tree.* 
Oliver and Gtaffar remained upon their legs, leaning 
aratnft the trunk of an ^ak;' and Ifambardieated him- 
f8f upon a heap of ^ried leaves ; for it was now the 
•decline of autumn, and the trees had already fhed 
all their verdure^ The converfation ran upon Beatrice 
and Gerold,. and GialFar expreffed extreme uneaii- 
ncfs at being engaged on the fide of the latter. " How 
^>leafing would it be to me," added he, « if, inftead of 
fighting in an unjuft caufe, I were accompanying twe» 
fuch valued friends in. 4iie defence of fo intercfting a 
perfon." ^< And the more fo,'* faid Ifambard, "as - 
Beatrice i? reported to be the moft beautiful princefs 
Ml the univcrfe." "The moft beautiful!" retorted 
Giaffar, •* I cannot believe it, if"— he ftopped fliort> 
heaved a deep figh, and his eyes filled with tears! 
Ifambard did not venture to afk him any queftions, 
and Giaffiir changed the converfation. While GiafFar 
was fpeaking, Ilambard thought he felt a Aone be-> 
- neath him, among the leaves upon which he fat ; and 
i>eing defirous to, remove it, he was much furprifed^ 
on obferving what he took up in his hand to be, 
inftead of a ftone, a fet of beautiful golden tablets- 
They were open; and the knights looking with great 
curiofity on what they contained,. perceived that fotsie 
detached thoughts had been written in the iirft leaves i 
they there read what follows : 

-« If princes be in general ungrateful, and incapabte 
of friendftiip, it is becaufe that, . little as they have 
read, or obferv^d what pafles around them, they Have 
neverthelefs acquitud the idea, that thc^ are not 
beloved for tbemfdves alone; hence they are Xoiicitous 
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only of farmiiTg agreeable connexions uttei^y de^rr 
iiig ever to find frien4s. 

*' Great forcune. aad efevaied raok often deprive 
their poiTeJlbrs of tbe gratification of being beloved ; 
people artT attached to them by intercft;!and-.t&e att- 
tentioa being engrofied by fuch views,- it is taken off^ 
from the contemplation of worth. As ihe fole obje(Sl 
is to mi (lead and manage them, more application is 
made to the difccvery of their foibles, than their good 
qualitie&i men are littje anxious to find them amiable; • 
and this alone often hinders them from receiving the ' 
juftice due to their merit. The prince, who has never 
had a friend, would have found many,^ and fincifre 
ones too, had he not been^a prince. 

. ** Bad examples^ afforded by princes and the great> 
corrupt public morals;, but it is the flupidity of the 
people which creates the vic^s. and crimes of thofe- 
who govern them. When th^ multitude fliall feel its 
own flrength, and be fenfible of all its rights, the 
tales of the fairies will appear more rational than 
hiilory -, and conquerors and defpots will be conii- 
dered as beings of a more monftrous and fabulous 
nature than magicians, ogres, or giants. — 

'^ What would be thought of a father who (hould 
thus fay to his children : ' 1 am defirous of having 
the half of the field, belonging to one of my ncigh- 
botTrs ; I wi{h to humble another j to take vengeance 
on a third: go then, and ravage their country, and 
fiirniih me befides with the money necelTary. for fuch 
cnterprifej for there is nothing jmore heroic and juft 
than to fack-ifice fortune, exppfe life, «and cut th^ 
throats of your fellow creatures, for the indulgence of 
my paffions and caprice^' AH fovereigns repeat, that 
they are the fathers of, their people; but what do they 
require at their children's hands f" 

'' The writer of thefe obfervations," iaid GiaiFar, 

« expreiies them with. a frankoefs which, pleafes me*-" 

f« Yes,'* retwraed ifiimbard, « lam. fure this .author 

, ' ' iove 
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lovjes truth only, and never flattered any body: I 
fliould be glad to know whether this be the produ<9ion 
of a manor a woman.*^Bat here are fome verfes which, 
perhaps, will iatis^fy my curiofity. At thefe words, 
Xfaoibard read aloud the following lines: 

DtaU languor, fad and irkfome care» 
The frequent figh, the falling tear,, 
Intru6ve guefts, my hours .employ^ 
And rob thenn of thqir wonted joy. 
Youth's giddy paiVime now U o*cr, 
It's pleafing follies charm no more ; 
Forlorn, my loft delights I mourn/ 
And 6gh for joys that ne'er return- 
When paffions ceafe the bread to warn). 
The voice of wifdom well may charm j ' * 
But' while ^ey role with potent fway, 
y-' And whilie the wiUifig crowds obeyy' •* 

. How'^fiid t9 prove unweltome ti'uth, . * 

And age's leflbo learn in youths < . 

That life's gay pipQlp.e&s all are vala* 

Ita gilded pleafures end in pain* -. . 

Hence, then, the fource «f all my care j 

For rea(bo prompts t|ie ftardng tear- ' 

My prying fearch has torn the veil 

That guifes fi£tlon*s pieaiing tale. 

All kind delufions lofe their pow'r, 

Kor more can cheat the vacant hour. " ' , 

Away the fairy vifions flee, ' 

'And yield* to fad realTiy. '- 

. " Ah! 'tis a woman," cried Ifambard; " I aih' de- 
lighted at that.**"^** ^Tts certainly," faid GiafFar, «one 
'Of the ladies of the ducheft's court," — w. q^^ perhaps, 
Beatrice herfclf," replied Ifambard, brifkly: « would k 
»^«^erefixe ! With whatpieafurc (hpuldi corpbat for one 
W^bo thinks and exprefl'es herfelf in this manner !"— -- 
« It is not at all likely," faid Oliver, « that a princefs 
Xhould have written what we have been reading." ' ■ ■ 
« Whatf" replied Ifambard, « is it impoffible, then, that 

a princefs 
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a prlncefs (bould be reafoFu^le ? Befides, fmtt fpeaki 
ib-highly of Beatrice, of htr teowle^Jge, ber taftefer 
fcience aad ^^ fine aarts J^^Obferve) that the 'Ver^ 
. befpeak a woman ^4io b^s iqaiplittd to feriOus ftcidtes 
from her youth, and who never was in have. All this 
agrees with the account we hear of the duche& of 
Cleves/'- "*' My dear Ifambard/' faid Giaffar, « I fore- 
fee you Will fall defperately in love with, Beatrice : 
I h^ve frequently remarked you never fpeak of her 
with unconcern."-—" 1 believe I iniay venture to aflure 
you," replied Ifambard^ * that friendflaip wUl ever be 
my ruling paHion ; befldes, can you fuppbfe me fo mad 
as to form an attachment . for a per(bn of her rank> 
who has difdained the homage of Gerold, md fo inaoy 
other princes f Yet, if theie Mble^ belong to her, I 
muft allow it is very poijible ^* love hen, in fpite of 
hope." As ir;imhard fickUk«d tbefewQids? beiaw Zemai 
approach, who inforoied the kn^tSy thasfe, on gettix^ 
out of the foreft, he had feen a lai^e maoiiioa upon the 
ilope of a hill; »^d, having gone tott^ to make in- 
quiry after the diflerent roads which 4ed to the 
duchefs's caiHe, and to^the camp of the confederated 
princes, the maltcr of the houfe, who was a vene- 
rable old man, invited the knights under brs roof, pco- 
mifing to furniih them with guides, and every infornai|fe* 
tionr of which they ftood in need. Tt^e knights 
accepted the invitation; and, being cpndu<&d by 
2emni, they immediately repaired to the. old man's 
habiution. They diftinguifhed it at a diftance, by the 
.£finals of hofpitality with which it^was decorSMied (30). 
Thefe were, according to the ufegeis «f the tim4, 
helmets. upon the points of lances, placed on tbe houfo- 
top» in order 4:0 give notice to the trav^l^ who bad 
loft his way, that the abode belonged to a knight,, who 
offered him reception *. The knights arrived at a ijp9^ 

> ' ■ ' 

• I hope, that, ere Jong, io France, the three-coloured ftandanb 
placed in like manner through the whol« country, will indicate the fainfc 
thing. , ' 

cious 
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ciouSjbutiimple marvfion, fiirrourided wixh fine gardens^- 
and moft. agreeably fituate. Theobald, <bf fuch vf^ 
the owner's name, came to bid them welcome; Thia 
venerable old man, accompanied by Sylvia, his onljf 
daughter, conducSled the guefts into a grand gallery,— - 
' The amiable Sylvia difarmed the knights, and after- 
wards went to prepare them refreOiments, which (htf 
brought^ and prefented herf^f*. The knights b^vipg 
' informed the oW man of the objeft of their journeys 
' « Sir,'* faid Theobald, addreffing himfelf to the two 
friends, ^' I learn, with joy, that the illuftrious Knights- 
of the Swan are going to combat in behalf of the moft ' 
virtuous and moft charming priuccis in the univerfe-— • 
^ I ^am her fubjefl: ;' I have had the honour to be her pre-i 
' ceptor ; -and you Jnay conceive to what degree I atn 
a&^ted ^ the perfecution fbe is fufferjng! Long 
retired from the court, I have fixed myfelf in this- 
agreeable retreat, in the vicinity of the caftle of the 
p^inccfs, who, before the arrival of the troops, fre- 
^luently ^ifited my folitude» I am now feparated from 
her by the camp of the confederate princes.'. Thefe 
princes, however, have had the generpfity to declare, 
that my houfe fliai^emain URmolefted,*even during the 
war, (hould war take place; and that the knights, whp 
come under my roof^ ihair find an afylum there, as 
heretofore J . even they who come with the in- 
tention of combating in the caufe of the diichefs* 
Ceroid^ and the other chiefs, have forbidden their 
•foldiers, under fevere penalties, to approach my habita«^ 
tion 'y and I live in as much tranqi|illity as, at the pre- 
fent moment, can be enjoyed. I am even frequentfy 
honoured with the vifits of the confederate princes ^ 
the knights of their party are almoft always meet- 
it^ oth^ knights, who are the champions of Beatrice; 
^nd thefe interviews are conducted ^ith equal politenefs 

* All thefe particulars are taken from tfae mantiCR of the as^s of 
<hlTair)r.ir-9-Sce the work of Mr. de Ste . PaUye« 
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on both fidcs.-^-At this very inftant,"*' continued^the old 
man, " fcveral knights, of either party, are walking in 
my gardens; apd you fee, upon this cieling, their 
armour fufpendcd by the fide of your own-**—*' Yes," 
iaid Giaffar> *' I recognife the armour and green pliime 
of Gerold.''— Upon this, Ifambard, being curious to 
know the device of that prince; arofe; and, examining 
the buckler, few ahorfe reprefented upon it, in th^afl 
of leaping over a high gate ; and thefe words were 
written around the fliield : Obftacles and danger Inflame 
iny ardour.' — ** That whitie and fire-coloured armour,** 
faid the old man, ** belongs to the duke of Spoletto, the 
friend of Geroldj and, like him, full of fpirit and . 
courage, as the device manifefts, which reprefents 
a lofty cafcade falling down a -rugged rock, wirh thefe 
V'ords: Splendour^ elevation^ aSfivity.-^This prince, the 
mortal enemy of Charlemagne and the French nation, 
enjoys at this moment the double fatisfaftion o£ not. 
feeing a fingle knight of that Country on ^he fide of 
the princes, and of knowing that there are many in the 
adverfe party !" — ^^ And that grey afmour, fo plairt-aild 
modeft," faid lihmhard, *« to whom does that belong?*' 
— « To Roger, a young French kn!$,ht5" replied Theo- 
bald." — On hearing this name, Ifambard recoHe^^e^, 
that the lover of the unfortunate Azoline "was fo called; 
he looked at the device, which reprefented a feed, 
under which werfe read the following words : Ever 
agitated^ never broken down. After this examination, 
Ifembard anxioufly defiring to obtain information rc- 
fpefting a more intereftiiig matter, but embarrafied 
without knowing the reafon, and dreading being un- 
deceived, he approached the old man, and, with fome 
conTufion, related the adventure of the tablets, which he 
Ihowed him. Theobald immediately cried, that he 
knew them., and that they belonged to the duchefs. At 
thefe words, a violent throbbing at the heart, warned 
Ifambard, that tbe predi<9tion \)f Giaffiir might really 

be 
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beaccompliflhed-— " Iconfefs,'* faidlfarobard, «Ihav, 
had tfae indifcretion to read thefe tablets^ but,- S.ir 
look at; the writing; tell me^ i& it truly the hand of the 

- print efe ?" — 'f Yes,", replied Theobald ; " and, doubt- 

.fcrsly, ihe muft have written the verfes in the foreft, 
where . fhe frequently *walked alone, on leaving this 
niAnfioa; but, Sir, you will deliver thjg tablets to her 
yourfelf; and fhe will be happy at the. chance^ which 
threw them into the hands of one of her defenders." — 
« May I venture," faid Ifambard, *J to afk you another 
queftion? You have juft been (peaking of the war as 
an uncertain event ; is it fuppofed, then, that the 

,duchefs will at length choofe a huftand^ among the 
princes who are aflembled to oppofe her?"— "Sir," 
replied Theobald, " Beatrice has condufted herfelf, in 
this refpedl, with fo much difcretion, that^even the 
knights who are met to defend her, and have been with 
her court for fome months paft, are yet ignorant 
whether all thefe preparations will terminate in war, or 
in a tournament and wedding. The truce expires in. 
eight days ; the duchefs will then be fummoned by the 

_ princes to declare her kitentlons ; until then, they will 
remain an impenetrable fecret." Ifambard was going 
to continue his queftions, when the'doors of the gallery 
op^ened, and the count of Bavaria, and duke of SpolettOy 
made their appearance. The former uttered an ex- 
clamation of joy on perceiving GiafFar;,he flew to 
him, and embraced him with the demonftrations of 
tender friendihip. GiafFar prefented the. Knights of 
the Swan to him, informing him, he owed his life to 
them. Gerold, although apprifed of the motive of 
their journey, treated them with equal grace and po- 

Jitenef$> even Ifambard, although exceiEvely preju- 
diced >igainft him, could not refrain from admiring the 
noblenefs of his countenance, and the gracefulnefs of 
his whole deportment. This prince wifbed to take 
Giaffar with him to his camp j but the knight declared 

that, ' 
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that, hU two friends . having promiied Theobald' to 
remain a few daysat his hou(e, he was ddkous to pafs 
that time in their company. When the princes were 
gone, Theobald 'and the knights fat down to table. — 
Inuncdiately after fapper, the old man withdrew. As 
it was no later than eight o'clockj the knights met in 
Giafiar's ap^itment^ in order to prolong their conv^- 
fittion till ten. 
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(i) THE oM chwBides relate, that Rowland, nephew 
to Charlemagne, had Oliver for a friend, and that the one 
and the other were (lain at the battle of RondHveau. It 
is faid, that the remains of Oliver and Rowland -Averc 
tranfported to Blaye, where they repofe in a handfome 
diurch, It is added, that Oliver, as he was expiring, 
broke his famous fword, called DuroM/iai. It was the 
cullom of dying knights to break their fword, or to give 
it to their deareft friend. 1 have fuppofed Oliver to have 
been dangeroufly wounded in this battle, and that he fut- 
vived the unfortunate Rowland. 

(z) Lancelot was one of the famous worthies of the 
^ime of Charlemagne. An^lbert was a nobleinan of the 
court, ^ who was, according to Mr. Gaillard, very learned . 
and very amiable ; his lafte for Greek poetry induced him 
to take the name of Homer in the literary academy infli- 
tttted by Charlemagne, of which academy he was a mem* 
ber; for, as i have already obferved, each academician 
took a furname analogous to his ufte or talents. Angii- 
bert was beloved by Bertha, one of Charlemagne's daugh* 
ters-. Some hiflorians psetend that he was »cretly mar- 
ried to her by the emperor's confent, in like manner with 
Eginard, who married the princefs £nmia, another daugh- 
ter of Charlemagne ; but what is very certain is, that 
Bertha had two children by Angilbert ; the one was Nitanl^ 
known for having written a portion of the hiHory of his 
timcs# ftnd (he other 'Hwrnidtup who lived and died in 
^ -^ obfcurity 
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ohfcRriry. Anj^ilbert at laft renounced the-' world, and 
the favours of ibvereigns and princefTes.* -He turned 
niorsk, and was abbot of- Saint- Rit^uier. 

( 3 ) r make Charlemagne here fpeak agreeably to the 
charader which hiftory gives of him. It is known, that 
this unprejudiced king (and in the eighth and ninth 
century) fei no value upon birtli,'and that he countenanced 
the fee ret marriage of tl^ fame prin'cefs Emma iviih 
Ef^inard, his fecretary. The anecdote will be introduced^ 
with its particulars, in the coorfe of this work. 

(4) None of thofe vaft domains, fays Mr. Gaillard, 
which the Saxons formerly pofieiTed, have retained the 
name of Saxony, except the fntoll portion which at< the 
prefent day is called Lower Saxony. ' The Alicnmos, whd 
poli'eiTedfbut a fmall part of Germania, and %vho w^re 
far inferiourto the Saxons in power> have hadihe honour 
of giving their name to al^ Germany. It was not till the 
twelfth century, under the. reign of Fredehc Barbaroffa, 
that the Germans alTumed the name of AUemans. ' : 

(5 ) To prove that Charlemagne was one of the greatef! 
men that ever honoured human nature, .we need only to 
bring forward faithfully the principal features of las 
hiftory. I (hall firft cite the abbe de Mably, whom rib 
one wiD accufc of having flattered kings, if he" recoiled 
the manner in which he has ipoken of Charles V, fuf- 
named the Wife, and of many others. I fhall tranlcribe 
literally the pafTages in this author which relate to Char- 
lemagne. 

Charlemagne taught the French obedience to the laws> 
by having made them their own legiflators. Pepm had 
begun a reformation, by the eftablilhment of a rule to 
convoke every ye^r, in the month of May, the bifhops, 
abbots, and chief of the nobility, to confer upon the 
cltigenccs 'of the ftate. Charlemagne brought this eila- 
bliihment to perfedlion ; he called thir, affembly twice 
- a year, and not thinking it fufEcient to convoke the great 
only ; he fummon'ed the people like wife. .As* long as the 
field of Mars fubMed imder the firll fucceffors'of Clovis, 
every fi*ec man who lived mider 4he- falic> or.the ripuary 

laws. 
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la^^s, liad thCprivilege of ^oing thither, and taking » 
-feat ; but ^'hen the French became poflcfled of a large ex- 
tent ,of country, that was no longer pradtcable. Char* 
kmagne introduced the people into the field of Mars by 
tfoeir depaties. In thefe ai&mblies were all national affairs 
regulated. Charlemagne, out of refpcd for public li-. 
b€rty,;\vas never prefent at thefe deliberations. Some- 
titnes the three Jjoufes of the clergy, the nobility, and 
the people, would unite in order to confer together. The 
piince lyever went to the allembly but when he, was called 
thither, and it was always to ai^ as a mediator, when 
contentions ran high. Or to give his affent to the decrees 
of the affembly ; then he himfelf would lometimes pro- 
pofe what he thought moll beneficial to the ftate ; and 
before the houfe broke up, they paiTed thofe laws known 
by the appellation of capitularies ^ which^were proclaimed 
under the nanie of tlie prince. It cannot be doubted* * 
but that the legiflative power refided in the whole mafs of 
the nation. This both Charlemagne and Lewis the De- 
bonair atoted, and the capitularies pofitively dtxlarej; 
that the law is nothing more than the will of the nation, 
publiOied in the name of the prince. Charlemagne had 
^e privilege of making provifional regulations in cafes 
of urgency $ tkey were formally diiUnguilhed from the 
laws, and only acquired force and authority after the field 
of Mars had adopted thpm. . This prince was fo much the 
VOLOve great, as that debafsd nation, far from demanding. 
fi«edom, were defirous only of defpotic government, a& 
it was' more favourable to their indolence. . / 

The officers of the palace of Charlemagne were em- 
ployed in aififting with their advice fuch unfortunate peo- 
ple as came to/cek redrefs againft want, oppreSIon, aad 
. cakamny, or fuch as^ having acquitted themfclvcs with 
dillin^ion, had been overlooked in the diftribution . of 
reward*. . It was the bafinefs of each officer to provide 
for their wants, to remit their memorials into the prince's 
haads, and to become himfelf their falicitor. . The pringe 
ba^niihed luxury^ f|om his court, and eflablifhed in every 
department of ir'the flriiSleft economy. His wife, though 
eipprefs and queen of almofl all Europe, fuperinteaded 
the furniture oi the palace, paid the officers their falariesi 
i:egulated the exp;en&s<of the kitchen and the flables^ and 
. laid 
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kid in neccfTary provifions for the houfehold •. Charle- 
magne governed hb dominions ^ith as much ^trndmoe a<a 
the Hates (hovved in waiehing over th^> caitiyat^n of. 
tbem, and ordaining the fale of fuch legmnioou^ frrodwa^ 
as remained anconfumed. [See ph/^^imthns i^^ tke Jftfter^ 
€/ France by the Abbe de Mabfy,] , ^ 

Let us add» that to form an idea of tiie economy of 
Charlemagne, we (hould know with what grandeur it was 
united : he o/dered^ fays Monteic|uieti> the fale of £h« 
eggs of his poultry yard> and the h^rbs of his gaedco^ 
and he difkribut^d among his people all. the riches (^ 
Lombardy, and the immenfe treafufes of th<^e Huns wha 
had plundered the univerfe. ' \ 

JLet tts now hear Mr. ^ Gaillard upon the iam^ fubj^^ 

tiuit elegant aod moral hijiborian^ fo jaiUy eileemed g>r hil 

talents, his exa&nefs and impartiality. The parages i 

am going to cite Ihall (like thofe already quoted) k^ £uth«v 

/ fiiUy tranfcribed. , 

** Charlemagne to the moft rigid ecorKmiy joined that 
nag nificenc^^ which is capable of adding to the fplendo.ur of ^ 

a throne. The padace which he built at Aix-la-ChftpcU© 
is highly fpoken of, it was ornamented with vail porticoes 

and fuperb galleries The king's chamber, it ia^ 

iaid, was (b conilrudled, that he could fee from it ^very, 
perfon that entered into the other apar^ents ; ^n advanr 
iage which (hows much meaning, pnd affords a .great ^ 
leifon: for the prince ought Jo have his eyes every- 
where.* ....... Charlemagpe had caufed cxtenfive bafms ta 

be made, in which more than a hundred perfons not onlf 
could bathe at one time, but fwim without toiidung one 
another. He excelled in that, as he did in every exercife. 
He took M.S diveriion with his children, his oiBc^s, his 
foldiers, with every one who wiihcd to partake in it^ 
without any ditodion of 'rank or condition. His popiir^ 
larity in every thing equalled his magnificence* ..»«... He 
liad formed a plan, which proves ho\V familiar grand thing*, 
were to the mind of this prince. In a time v^hen no one 

• Thi» fliows how littfc luxaiy there was ift the palace cf th» 
j^eateft'and moft mighty nnooar^ in the unircrfe* Foe at the prcfcot' ' 
4ay it would be impoifibie for any one perfoa to re|(uUte all the 9^^ 
^enfea of the hoyUhold of a foverei^n* 

tad 
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had yet tkoaglit of the pobltc food, 1m; ihtended to mafae 

.a communica^.ion between the German ocean and the 
Kaclc Sefty by m^ams ik the Rhine and Danube, whseh 

wej* to be joined 'by intermediate rivers and canals In 

lake manner he attempted to incite the Mofelle and the 

Baorve .He ever adopted the fublime policy of 

Ipariflg the Uyes-of fiich -as confpired again ft his own ; 

^ and even the greeted part of rhem were only ba- 

•mihed.*- Charleinagne was the molt tender gf 

i^bers j hi$ indolgence to Emnia and Rotrade was ex-* 

. tl»Kfit ; the death of the ktter was produftive of an aocei^ 
of grief, for whi«.h ibme hiflorians are folicitous to form 

• evcttfee, as 4f fenfibility were a we'aknefs in kings. . . . Char- 
lemagne was'defirous, that his (ons ihould partake of hu 

.glory J he was fond of exerciiing their, valour, and of 

Cttttiyating their talents He had heard of the mag- 

nifii^Bnce of I^cwis, the young king of Aquitaine; he 
was fearful left that fplendour ihould prove prejudicial to 
bis peppier -and' he &nt a confidential perfon, named 
Archambaud, into that country, fectetly commiflioned M 

examiife into the conduct of Lewis Archamba^ 

afliired Charlemagne, that the adininiitration of that 

prince was very wife, and his people very happy. 

Charlemagne communicated this good n^s to his courtier<« 

/ My friends t faid he, * let us rejoice, that this young man 

* is alreoidy nvi/ir and m»re able than we.' Chaty 

lemafgne, w^U convinced of the^ advantages of concord 
and harmony, ftrove to tinite the different orders of the 
^te, white ordinary politicians would endeavour to divide 
them. ■* Be united,' faid he to his people, ' and we 

Audi all be l^appy.' Never was prince fb deeply 

imj>re{red with the obri|;ation of rendering juftice to all his 
{tbit&s, or more oonvmced of ths important truth, that 
tke promptitude of di/patch is part 4)f thejufiice ivbich is du^ 
u.tbim. He allowed himfelf to be wakened at all iioura 
ia the Aight, to hear che complainta which were addreiTed 
to him. If any bufmefs remained, which the court of the 
palace had not time to finifh in the courfe of the day, he 
would rife earlier the next rooming to finifh it hinifelf* 
Never did *a pleader obferve his countenance to lofe its 

* The points In this -extract only indicate the breaks or gaps. 

ferenity. 
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ierenity, or in his deportment any mark^ of impatkiicror 
wearinefs. In thb refpefl, Cluirlemagae is above ail 
others the beft mode! to propofeior the imftation of kings 

and judges As a legi(lator> he difplayeJ the |;rea* 

tcft elevation of genius* One of his capitularies 

contains a very ufeful clanfe, which proved aftctwards f Jie 
fourcc of^ll national improremcnt^ The i^ifhops arc ex- 
horted therein to eibblilh ichools of public inftf n^lioft. 

He himfelf i^ilituted feminaries for iftfattcy, amd 

for adult age He founded likewife a Greek fchiNll 

at Ofnabrag. In the circulating letter which he addreiled 
to the metropolitans and abbots refpeding the eilablifhnieilt 
of thefe fcho(^ls, he expreftlyfays, * It is much better 
to do good than to know ic, but it is performed much betoe^: 

when known Soldiers of the cliurch, like yoii, 

ihould be pious and learned men ; and above all. We s^ 
defirous that you live well, but we are likewife defiroilS 
that you fpeaic well.* 

'* He watched with attention over the progrcfs of tHe 
young fcholars, and took delight in afllftingthe m afters ill 
the examination of their compofitions. • Difcovering- orffc 
day, that the children of the common clafs of people, 
whom he had caufed to be inftrufted with the young 
nobility, had acquired great advantage over themi he 
rciblved,' that all penftons and bifliopricks ifhould be con- 
ferred on the former, and turning towards the chiWren # 
the nobles, * aiB for you,' faid he, * you depend, I fee, 
upon the merit of your anccfbrs, but-it is meet you»(hould 
know, that they have received their recompetife, and that 
the ftate i* indebted to thofe only who render themfelves- 
capable of ferving it, and doing it. honour by' their 
talents.' 

*' Lewis XIV has been fcen to refifl:, almoft alone, : th^ 
efibrts of Europe united againff him; but Le«P^is' XfV, 
without leaving V^rfailles, proje^Sled great things with 
the affi fiance of great "minifters,'and^ had thera. executed 
by great generals. Charlemagne was folcly h?^ oWft 

• The laws prbpofcd or -approved by him arc, In fa^, for the moft' 
part admirable; they have for their -bafi:*, reafon, ■ htrrfaanity, ami 
bund morality j they ha^e, fays MDntaf(juieu, a fpirit of forc/igKt 
winch comprehends every- thing, and a certain force which bear4all be- 
fore it. 

rainiftcr . 
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mnifier ^nd gentral; he diveHtcd every thing, executed 
^icvery things, and wa* pr^fent every where; we haffe fecn 
hMJimore than oncejepair to fini& on the borders of the 
Rhine, ihe Elbe, or the Weter, a campaign which he had 
begun upon the banks of the Ebro or the Ofantb. ' No 
one,' feys Mr.,de Montefquieu, * pofleffed in a higher 
degree the, art of performmg ;the greatcft things with 
hizilky, and the molV difficult wich difpatch. Affairs were 
«very where fpringing np^ and cyery where he accom- 
piilhed them.' Charlemagne, far fiom pofieffing that 
liukijcG of mind, which, even in correfting, will not 
avow the abnfe, begins one of his regulatiens in thefe 
words : ^eirtg defirous of corredtng eur/klves, aud of giving 

iifat example to ourfucceffours^ l^c Chailemagne never 

loll a moment of his exiflence; he had always fome one 
to read to him at table, at one time the holy fcriptures, 
at another the hillory of the kings, his predeceflbrs, in 

'which he* learned, not to imitate them He made 

a ci^e€Uon of warlike ibngs, which at that "time con- 
tained almoft all our hiHory^ and which celebrated the 
iaoft fplendid feats of ^rms of our firft kings, to which 

^re added the fongs of Rowland and Oliver This 

Prince was acquainted with the foreign languages of his 
time; he had the reputation of fpeaking Latin tolerable 
well, and even of underilanding Greek. ..... He made 

Latin verfes, and his ilyle was even more correft in verfe 
than profe ; the epitaph he wrote for pope Adrian is not 

without merit. He compofed feveral books he 

wrote a fi;rammar of the Teutonic language . . ... he was 
an excellent aftronomer for the times in which he lived . . . 
he cultivated the agreeable arts. It is known, fays the 
abbe le Boeuf, that he read Vitruvius, and underflood the 
art of building. -The church of Aix-la-Chapelle, was, 
it is reported, builjt. after his d?figns. ..... Never did 

prince difplay jmore beneficence, or give more alms ; 

Charlemagne was the firil fovereign in the world, who had 
been honoured with the title of majelly. It has bpen fmce 
the fynod of Worms only, which was held, as it is believed, 
about, the year 805, that this title was given to kings. 
The Pagans themfelves ftyled Charlemagne the father of 
the univerfe. This title charadlerifes and dillinguifhes 
1 him 



joS NOTES TO THB FIRST YOLUMB. 

him from all great foen, and all good kings. I&a>¥iK»4, 
Cliarlemagne,^ with thiC defeds , which belonged to bia 
age» the talents, the knowledge^ and virtues which be^ 
longed to himfelf only, was< certainly the .moil extraordir 
xiary of men, the moft afloniihing of monarchs, and th^ 
French under his reign were the firft people in the world.? 
[Hifl. de Charlemagne 9 in ^<vals, by Mr. Gail/ard] 

In this extrad many curious particulars in the life (^ 
Charlemagne are omitted, becaufe they are inferted in- the- 
workicft^lf. 

(6) This facred wood is no fidion; All the idolatrous 
people of this age had preferved the ancient veneration fox* 
certain woods, which they named, like the Greeks and 
Rpmans, Jacred 'woods, and the cuftom of confecratmp 
trees either to their divinities, , or to mortals whom 
they wilhed to honour. Thefe fuperftitions prevailed in 
times greatly polleriour to thofe of Charlemague. Bayle 
records, that a man named Leonard Rubenus, who 
became a monk in 1596, having lec&ived the orders 
of his fuperiour^' to eo to Dopart, a city of Livonia, 
found in his way the ^cred wo©ds of the Efloniens. In 
one of them, he obierved a lofty pine, the branches of 
which were covered With pieces of old cloth, and the foot 
cncompaffed by .bundles of hay and ftravv ; he was told, 
that the women of the neighbourhood, who had goqd "de- 
liveries, brought hither their offerings, and that it was 
likewift cuilomary at certain feafons to pour libations of 
beer, &c. at the foot of the tree. 

B^fides the facred trees, the ancients had a fimilar venCf. ' 
ratio'iv for feveral kinds of plants. They called vervaim 
tbe /acred herb, Pythagoras conlidered mallows as a 
facred herb, and forbad the ufe of it,, as wel* as beans, to 
bis difciples. At the prefent day, many fuch fupcrftitions 
Hill prevail among favage nations. At Senegal, fays Mr^ 
de Bomare, grows a plant called dea, which the natives 
j*evere as facred. ' They aflert, that a man purfued in 
war, or fleeing from juftice, who (hould take refuge near 
this plant, would remain fecure from hie enemies, and all 
their poifoned arrows? It appears natural, that the wor- 
fiiip rendered to the rural divinities fhould have continued 
after the abolition of the worftiip of the greater Gedi\ 
Thc.temples and altars of the cities might in a Ihort time 

^ be. 
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bedeftroyed ;^a religion without morality is foon forgot- 
- ten, when h*s idols are overthrown ; that is, the external 
iVgna which recal it to memory ; but (implicity and po- 
verty are fkreened from revolutions of every kind. The 
Inhabitants of the coumry muft pcrfift for a long feafon in 
their errours ; they ere£l altars of turf only ; their temple 
is the grove, or the foreft, and their worlhip, the Am 
and the moon ; nor in the magnificent cities of Delphi, or 
Ephefus, bat in the valKes, or on the mountain's topx 
Hence was it that Jupiter, the chief of the gods, and the ' 
divinities of the firil order, became in a fhort time totally 
forgotten, while the rites paid to the fubaltern deities 
of the grgves and fields are perpetuated even to the prefent 
day. In Greece ^t ftill to be obferved, at certain feafons 
of the year, in the faring, the harveft, and vintage, the 
greater part of the Cttiloms and ceremonies which were 
pra^ifed among the ancients, at the feaft of Ceres, Flora, 
and Bacchus. 

- (7) The cuftom of pouring wine upon the roots of 
trees which were held in eftimation, is derived from 
. the higheil antiquity, and I have obferved that pradice 
ftill to fubiifl in certain provinces of France,' in the 
ancient ceremony of letting up the maypole. The Greeks 
and the Romans had fuch regard, for the plantane-tree, 
that tbey pouriihed its roots with wine. The fame thing 
was obferved in the culture of the facred tree. 

(8) All people, in all ages, have ever exprefled with 
tranfport their admiration and gratitude ; thefe pajHonate 
.eifufuuis of the human heart, have given rife to. forms of 
.acclamation; the Hebrews cried bo/anna, the Grpeks,' 
, good fortune. Barbarians, who are always warlike, ex- 
prefs their approbation by a confufed claihing of their 
* arms. Among the Romans, while they were virtuous 
,and free, a jnere cry of joy was expreflive of their fee- 
lings I but under the emperors, that is under deipotic 
government, this movement of enthufiafm became an art ; 
a mufician pitched the tone, and the people, dividing 
t.hemfelves into two chorafes, alternately repeated the 
formole of acclamation. We sead.in the ^cyclopedia, 

that 
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that Nero, svhtn he played upon the 'lyre on the public . 
theatre^ had Seneca and Barrhus for bis chief^pplauder^, ", 
feconded by five thoufand foldiers named Acguftaies, who 
chanted his praife, which the reft of the fpeftators were - 
obliged to repeat*. Thefe myifical acclamatidhs Were 
praftifed down to the times of TheoSoric. I have fcen 
formerly, in France, cuftoms of this nattire equally cx^ 
traordinary', and, if poilibk, ftill more ridiculous. The 
academicians, on piiblic meetings^ generally fecured ihem- 
ielves, through the diftribucion of tiekets, »a great num^ 
ber oi mfplavders,' 1 have fecn the people, tvhcn the' ' 
king or queen were at the play,: deterred from applauding 
the mailer- pieces of" the drama, becaufe, in the royal 
prefence, maje^ alo^ne^uft be, applauded. From thc^ 
moment they appeared, it was they who engrofled aH- • 
cnthuliafm *, the audience muft become infenfible to the 
lines of Corncille and Hacine, to the exploits of the Cid 
or Titus, and to the a^ing of Le Kain. I have XieVcr '. 
remarked that this cullom prevailed^at ether courts 5 and -• 
1 believe it was peculiar to our own. The blapne', hd\^^' ' 
ever, wiiich fuch pride in man deferves, ought to fall only 
on the inventor of the etiquette ; for they, who found the 
cuRom already eftabliihed, probably fuffered it to fubfift 
through mere want of reiftedlion, and even without plac-.- 
ing any value on it. 

(9) In compliance with the cuftoms of the prefentday, 
and to be underilood without entering into a long and 
tedious'eyplanation^ I fay, that ifambard heard the clock 
ilrike midnight; 1 ftiould have faid, he hadrd midftigl^ 
cried. Towards the, year 807^ Aaron Raichid made Char- 
Jemagne a prefent of a clock, which^ went on wheels; but- 
it was not a ilriking machine.; for there were none fuch in 
the time of Charlemagme : they were not in ufe before the 
middle of the fourteenth, century. Hence arofe the anci-' 
ent cuftom iiill praftifed in -Germany, Switzerlandi HoF- 
landi Flanders, and England, of employing men to call 
the hour of the night. Before this clock, which was 

• Seneca, and warlike troops, thaMing in chorus the.pr>irc of Kerol. 
-rin c^ry age, how haye fbil^fifby and vehur been employed X 

given 
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given to CbJtrlemagne, Pope Paul I had fpnt a fimilar. 
machine to Pepin le Bref, which yas tiien confxdered as. 
an unique piece of workmanfhip. 

(lo) Mr« GaiHard thus writes refpef^ing Egbert : 
" Egbert, one of the greateil kings of England, and 
who. wa> one day to become the fole monarch of the 
country, driven for a while by pcjfecution from his own- 
home, found an afylum at the eoi>rt of Charlemagne ;- 
and J learning from him the art of uniting and conciliating 
dominions, he theie meditated and matured the grand 
project of the cxtindion of the heptarchy : he accom- 
panied Charlemagne' to Rome. . .;. . When he was depart- 
ing in order to unite England under his laws, Charfe*' 
magne, enbracing him, made him a prefent of his fword 
... * It ha5 conquered nsy enemies,* faid he; * I hope it 
will have the fame eiiicacy againft yours.' . • . . ' It is no 
longer in the fame hands,' replied Egbert ; ' but your 
dlfciple will endeavour ^o follow the leffons and examples 
of fuch a roafter." 

( 1 1 ) If may be fuppofed, that the people debafed by 
a long courfe of Servitude falser themfelves to be governed 
by terroiir, at lead for a feafon ; for we fee in Turkey, 
and in governments of that nature, that at laft they 
afiaiTinate or depofe their tyrants, if they be fanguinary. 
But it cannot be conceiv^ed, that a people who have juft 
broken tSe chains of defpotifei, and in the midft of their 
triumphs, (hould allow themfelves, all on a fudden, to'be 
fubjugated by terr.our, and bqcorae, in a moment, the 

flave^ of the moft abjeA and inhuman tyraat O, 

Ffcachmen 1 feeling and generous people,! "ho, no, you 
have had no part in the crimes which have ftained your 
unhappy. country ; but y6u have fulFered them I . . . . Con- 
querors of your nunxbt^rlefs foes, you have bent under th« 
horrid yoke of the moafler and his accomplices ! The . 
death of thofe vile wretches is not fufficient to expikte 
your aiminal, wejiknefs 1 You, feeift at length to pant for 
the happy and flourifhing. reign of juftice; but confider, 

that, after fo many crimes after the efvufion of (o 

much innocent Wood, you canac;; become equitable, with- 
out b^ing henceforward indulgent and. generous. Add 

to 
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td the glory of arms the more rral and more d&rabie gtory . 
which virtue beftows. Abolifh infamous decrees, which 
would be rejeded aoiong tiie mod barbarod's nations ; 
repair, by clemency. To much atrocibus cruelty, and 
believe, that liberty is only a vain phaqtom, when it is 
jit)t founded upon the love of order and humanity. 

(la) Count Thedcric was the relation and friend of 
Charlemagne ; his Parmenio, fays Mr. Gaillard ; he was 
his bell general ; he frequently intrulled him with im- 
portant expeditions^ and, among others, in Saxony. 

. (13) Mr. Gaillard mentions this affair in the following 
jnanner : * 

f Kginard, the emperor's fecrctary, having pafled the 
mght in the prircefs Imma's or £mma's apartment, and 
wilhing to retire before day break, found the ground 
covered with fnow j he was fearfuj left the traces of his 
feet Ihould betray the myftery of his aaiour ; he menti- 
oned his uneafinefs to Kmma, who, taking her refolutioa 
according to the exigency of the cafe, carried him oa 
her (boulders acrofs the fnow. .... But Charlemagne, who 
often arofe in the middle of the night to obferve the ftars, 
perceived this Itratagem of love. .... He called his coun- 
cil, who decided upon nothing .... Charlemagne fent for 
Eginard and Emma, to inform them, they had been dif- 
covered ; and he haftened to marry them.'* (See THif- 
toire de Charlemagne.) 

fiayle, wjio mentions the fame flory, add, that Eginard, 
who was a German, and who) after the adventure of the 
night, imagined the fa6l would not remain long time 
unknown, refolved to retire from danger; he alleged that 
his fervices had not been rewarded. Tne Emperor told 
him he would take that matter into confideration ; and he 
appointed him a day on which he would let him know his 
intentions. When the day came, he told Eginard, that, 
in order to fatisfy his complaint of not being fufficiently 
recompenfed, he would give him his daughter in roar* 
riage; and, in efFedl, continues Bayle, ke gave her to 
him, and with a portion fuitable to the daughter of (b 
great a prince. (Se« Bayle's Diftionary.) 
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' Some authors have corifidered this ftory a» apecryphal ; 
many others have thought the truth of it cdiild not be 
queftioned. Father Mabillon, flir from rejcAing this 
anecdote, confiders it as confirmed by the appellation of ' 
nephew, given by E|;inard to the emperor Lotharius^ 
grandfbn to Charlemagne. The authors of the literary 
Hiftory df prance obferve, that it is difficult not to yield' 
to the proofs which eftabliih this anecdote. • 

In the chapter in which I relate the loves of EginarJ 
and Emma, 1 fuppofe that the emperor wrote to Eginard ^ 
and, in making Charlemagne write, I do not deviate front 
hiilorical fa^s, althou|;h it has been faid, that this learned, 
prince could not write. Mr. Gaillard, who is very 
particular on ^his queftion, entirely refutes the opinion.** 
** Some authors," fajrs he, *' have thought it fmgularly 
ftrange, that fo learned a prince knew not how to write ;: 
but it appears ffom the report of Eginard, and feveral 
other contemporary hiHorians, that there exill workat 
written or correfted by that emperor's own hand* The 
council of Fifmes, in Champagne, held in the year 98i, 
admonifhed Lewis f FI to follow the example of Charle- 
magne, who placed tablets by his bed-fide, in order^ 
«wheH he did not Jleep, that he might commit td paper fuch 
ideas relative to the difcipline of the church, and the police 
ef his kingdom, as might occur to his mind in the Jilence pf the 
night, or twhich he had not been able to colle£l, or digejf, 
during the dijjtpationpf the day J** . 

Mr. Gaiilard quotes the Latin paflkge which contains 
that claufe in the decrees of the couilcil, which were 
drawn up by the celebrated Hincmar. ** Let us obferve,'* 
adds Mr. Gaiilard, ** that it is the council itfelf, which^ 
by the pen of the mod learned prelatp among its members^ 
bears witnefs he/e to the fcience of Charlemagne; I^ncmar 
had lived much with Lewis the Debonair, and ihared the 
confidence and intimacy of that prince, from whom he 
mufl have learnt many particulars relative to Charlemagne ; 

urtherniore, the tradition upon this point was (p Vecent> 
that Hincmar- names one of the prelates of the council, as 
having been informed by the declaration of ocular wit* 
ncffes. 

Vol, L P . (14) Oger 
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(14) PS!^> the Daii% lived iinder the reign of Char- 
lemagne. The authors. of the didionary of illuflrioas 
fiien fay, that, after haying iignaluped himfelf by many 
vparlike exploits^ he retired to a folitude^ and there ended 
his ds^8 in eafe and obicurity. It is not well known, (ays 
Mr. Gaillard, whence Oger received the furname of the 
Pane ; wl^ether he was thus named becaufe he Was born 
in Denmark, or whether it was a title of glory, in attef- 
tation of Ms vidories, and that he was called tie Doite as 
Scipio was named the African, and Metellos the .Niitni. 
dian. As to the retreat of Oger to the court of the kiii|r 
of the Lombards, it appears to have fome foundation in 
hLllory ; the particulars of it may be feen in I^r. Gaillard's 
Life oiP Charlemagne, volume the laft. 

(15) In die old hiftorical romance, entitled Oger ih§ 
D41HS9 it is faid, that this hero, combating under Didier^ . 
king of the Lombards, met with Charlemagne in jthe 
mtdu of the battle^ -without knpwin|; liim ; that he at- 
tacked and overthrew him ; and having at length difco- 
vered who he was, aOifted him to get upon his legs knd to 
ntf>uht his horfe. Several other ancient fotnanee writers 
likewife i^ree in giving Oger the glory of having faved 
the life of Charlemagne. 

(16) So ftriking is the conformity between certain 
parts of the hiftory of Oger and the events of the prcferit 
times, that it might' be thought I had violated hiitotkal 
truth ; I' never made in'my life, however, a falfe quota- 
tidti-; aftd among ^he numerous fatires that have been 
W|:itten upon my works^ .fuch conduct has never been laid 
to my charge. But, in order to verify the fingular cita- 
tions contained in thefe notes, I (hall indicate the volume 
and~the page of the book whence I take them; and I 
ihall, aft^r the manner of the extrad relative to Charle- 
magne, copy Mr. Gaillard literally : ' ^ , 

*« Sig^froy, king of the Normans, was the friend of 
Witikind; his court was the retfeat of the Sardn general 
under sdl his- misfortunes : and the dominions of S^efro^ 
ferved as an afylnm for all the Sa^^ons driven oat of their 

"country: 
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country;'* W. 2, pqge 271. " Godefroy, fucccffor to 
Sigefroy, adopted the fame policy :" W. 2, page zjz. 

It is a. iingular cirSimilance, that, in a parliament con- 
vened at Worms, Charlemagne caufed war to be pro^^ 
claimed againft the Saxons becaufe they ivilhed to be free; 
and it is known that it was at Worms, and for the fame 
reafon, where the intrigues began, which finally crestted 
th« Coition and the war againit France. 

(17) We know that the people of thefe times cele- 
brated their warlike exploits in military fongs: the French 
hadtheir fongs of Rowland and Oliver*; the Saxons had 
their bards or poets, who accompanied them in war, and 
fting during the fight : they were forrounded with a body 
of troops, m order that the enemy ihould not lay hold of 
them. Charlemagne caufed a colledlion to be made of all . 
the works of the Saxon 'bards, but what became of that 
coUe&io.n is not known. It cannot be doubted, ^at the 
Saxons had hymns in honour of the great Arminius, finco 
wc kno>y they made a 'god of him; *' for," fays Mr* 
Gaillard, *^ the mod rational opinion refpe^ing their fa«^ 
jnous idol Irminful is, that it reprefented the celebrated^ 
Arminius, who was deified by that free people for having* 
defended the Germanic liberty againft the tyranny SL 
Rome:" ^oL 2, page zig, and tie /equeL Th© Saxoa 
irepul^icans fung their. hymns to liberty in the dominiona 
of Sigefroy, and Uie French at the prclent day have per- 
nUfiion to fihg their iymne marfeilkije in the fame, countiy* 
What produces this tolerance ?-^the great confidence the 
nation has in the government which manifefts fuch noble 
ttnconcern, and. which would not have poffeffed it, with- 
out the juft liglit it has acquired, to the love and gratitude 
of the people. \ ' ^ 

^ The remembrance of the exploits of thefe two hproes was a lojjg 
6mc .priefenred in the military fongs which the foldiers chanted beforcs 
thebat^. Thiseaftom prevailed under kl! the feeond ra<fe of kings, 
and "Very 'muck' «i»d^ die third. On the day of the ^battle of Poitiers^ 
loos 'Johns hMiiii^ fixqt i9idiei:s ^irging -^e. fong of Rowland and 
Oliver,, exclaimed pecvHhly^r-'TM a long while finccimy Rtwlandt have 
appeared fimoitg the French, An old foldier, hurt at this re^jsoacb, 
boldly rcjili«d*^ir M^*/r (hey have w longer a Cbarlsfnagne to lead 
thenh ^ 

? 2 (.i5)n"I0 
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(i8) '' In thefe warlike expeditions/' fays Mr. Gail- 
iMrd, *' the S^ons mafTacfed all wIm) came in their way, 
without difliodlion of fex or age. They mardered the 
'Wonien^ they burned the children in their cradles, the 
afi^ed and infirm in their beds, &c." voL 2, page 236/ 
Hornd cruelties ! but they were committed by an ignoranti 
and barbarous people/ and in the eighth century ; and our 
a^e has produced crimes flill more atrocious. The atro- 
C10U8 adls committed at Paris, Lyons, -Nantz, and in {a 
inany other places, fujrpafs in barbarity every thing that 
hiikory hands down to us of that nature. 

(19) •* Godefroy, kin^; of Denmark, had cheriflied 
the fentiments he had imbibed from Witikind, his friend,, 
and the friend of Sigefrdy, his predeceHbr ; and although ^ 
Witikittd fubmitted, and became the difciple and friend of. 
Charlemagne; Godefroy had no^ like hjm, altered his 
€>pimon:" n/cLi, page^62.\ 

Oger, in the courfe of his narrative, fays, that WitI- ' 
kind at laft became fufpe6ied by the Saxons y and we like- ' 
wife learn from hiftory, that Charlemagne availed himfelf 
of the jealoufy which the glory of Witikind and Albion 
excited among the other chiefs, to draw the former* over 
to his party. He addreflcd himfelf diredUy to Witikind 
and Albion, his illnflrious enemies; he undertook to. 
change their hearts;- to. di(arm tH/^ir Ijatred by the .mo/l . 
noble procedure ; and he treated wuh them as a gfeM. 
man treats with brave people, whom he has had the glory 
to conquer. He lavifhed upon them thofe attentions and 
thofe honours which alone can fatisfy great minds. He 
taught them to feel the gratifications of civil life, the 
charms of peace, the holine fs of chriftianity, which tends ' 
to make of all mankind a people of brothers. At length 
Witikind and Albion came to join him in the heart of his 
dominions, where they received baptism, together with ^ 
crowd of Saxons whom they brought in their fuite ; to all < 
of thefe they afforded the exaniple of fmcerely eipbr^dipg' 
chriflianity, and remaiiiing continually attached to it: 
'Vol. 2, pagi 258. The Saxons, however, after that. pe- 
riod, were ia conftant rebellion ; and it was not before 
the year 804 that Charlemagne was able tq ^irpate that 
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war, by a general tranfplantatjpn of Saxons, executed 
under his own infpe£tion, by his vidlorious army ; the 
whole force and violence of which were hardly fufHcient 
to tear thcfe unhappy people from a country, whicli they 
coniidered as the only real afylum of liberty. Flanders 
and Brabant were at that time almofl entirely covered with 
forefis; ten thouiand Saxon families were tranfplanted 
thither, and employed in clearing away the ground. It 
M pretended, that the ruling paffion of the Saxons, their 
love of independency and freedoih, communicated by 
them to the natives, turned out afterwards the principle 
of fa many rebellions among the Flemings againft their 
fovereigns* ; and it was a common proverb in the time of 
Philip the Fair and Philip of Valois, that Chariemagn», 
in having blended the Saxons with the Flemings, of one 
^ieyil' had made two, ** And why," cries the impartial 
hiftorian of Charlemagne*-*' why exterminate and -tranf- 
, plant a nation to conquer a defiirt, beyond the confines of 
which war and hatred wc« ftill to be found ?'* voL 2, fage 
t^d^attdthe^jueL 

{10) As tournaments appeared to me neceflary in a 
' romance of chivalry, I have introduced feveral into this 

work, but I have anticipated a little the period of their 
' inftitntion, for no mention is made of tournaments in hif- 

tory before the reign of Charles the Bald. Foreigners 
• attribute this invention to the French, except the Ger- 

mans; yWy^ cUiin to it themfelves. The -firft French 

authdf^*w4l6^*«ienti6hs the tourn*imeTfts is Nithard, the 

frandfon of Charlemagne. He oiAy fpeaks of them un- 
^ ^ erthe rei6;n of Charles the 'Bald ; and he defcribes fuch 

rt ' * combats, but does not name them. ' It is only fince 

* ; Geoffrey dePreuilli, who died in 1066, and who is con- 

' fidered as the inventor of tournaments, that the word 
tournament appears in books. The principal regulations 
of'thefe feftivads, culled /c/jools of fronAjeJs, confift in not 
ftriking with the point but with the edge of the fword ; 
' ttot to ftrike a khight after he had token off the vifor from 



i 



• It wiA Wghly juft that^uch an a^ of dcfpotHin ihottU become fatal 
to defpotifm itteif j and we may dircover this kflbn of providence in the 
iu&ovy of every canqueior and every defpot, 

his 
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(2O In the hiftory of Chaxiemagne is fonnd a perfoa 
f'the name of Rotbold^ who was celebrated for his vices 
and ferocity, and who entered into a confpiracy againft 
the emperor. 



(23) 

of "the ! 



(24) Whenever a knight was going to cottb^t for a 
lady, he was armed by her, and fhe likswiie gave him 
what was called favtur, jeyou, «v/i^, or en/eigne ; this 
was a fcarf^ a veil, a cap, a bracelet, a lock of hair, or, 
in one word, fomething which was taken from htt drefs, 
and occaiionally a work wrought with her own hands, 
with which the favoured knight decked the top of his hel- 
met, or his lance, or his coat of arms. When a knight 
fet off upon an expedition in favour of a lady, lie re- 
ceived at her hands chains X)f gold, with which he orna- 
mented his fhield : and when he went to fight for her, he 
ht^Z^ her to give him what was then called thi -tuord of 
combat i the nuori. of hattU \ it was a fentence which varied 
according to circumHances, and the pleafure of the ladies ; 
and during the combat the knight did not fail to repeat, 
with a loud voice, t&e words the lady had didUted* When 
he came off conqueror, the victory was proclaimed by 
heralds, accompanied with mufic. The formulary of ac- 
clamation was by no means uniform : one of the ^moft 
ufual was the following— //0«0ttr to the fom of the valiant i 
at other times was cried — Lo^ to the Ladies, death to he^ 
roes. At tilting matches, where the danger was not ib 

freat as at tournaments, the herald only proclaimed—- 
o've to thfi^Ladies, dea^h to horfes. But a thoufand pierc- 
ing cries re-echoed the vigor's pame ; a cuftom which 
formed the word reuommee, renown, as likewife the word 
grido with the Italians, who fay, un cavaliere digrangrido, 
to £gnify a man of high reputation. , 

' Several days before the celebration of a tournament, 
all the armorial fhields of fuch as were Candidates for the 
lifts weit fufpended in a place ereded on purpofe, that 
^hey might be expofed to the infpedion of the dames and 
damiels. An herald, or purfuivant at arms, informed the 
ladies to whom they belonged ; and if among thefe can- 
didates was found any one who had given a lady caufe of 
complaint, (he touched the creit, or fhield, of his ar^ 

rocur; 
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mour; the judges then made proper inauiry> and if the 
complaint of the lady were welt-founded, the knight was 
excluded from the tournament. It was fuiHcient for her 
to prove, that the knight had fpoken ill of her, for the 
laws of chivalry exprefsly forbade Jla^dering the ladies^ 
When I reprefented Oliver, in the.firft volume, flying to 
the fuccour of Zemni and his another, without knowing 
them; when I reprefent a multitude of knights aflemblea 
together, and difputing for the glory of defending an op« 
' ,preired woman, £ exactly defcribe the manners of the, time. 
The greater part of the laws of chivalry, fays Mr. de 
Ste. Palaye (from whom I have taken what has been jufl 
read), might have been adopted by the wifeft iegiflators 
and moft virtuous philofophers of all na^ons and ages : in 
virtue of thefe Uws, widows and orphans, and men in 
indigent circumftattces^ and unfroteSed^ ail wlio groaned 
under inJuRice and oppreflion, were entitled to claim the 
protedion of a knight, and to require in his defence not 
4)ft]y the fuccour of his arm, but the facrifice of -his blood 
and life. To throw oiF^fuch obligation vi^ii^ breaking a 
facred dtity, and incurring diftionour for the reft of his 
idaysv With fo much generofity, it is not furpriling that 
;the feeble and defencelefs fex mould be treated wit£ fuch 
,refpe^ and aite»tion, and that.the honour of rifking their 
lives in their Service (hould prove .a matter of contention 
among the knights. The affiftanoe, however, which was 
due to a brother in arms« was a (Ironger obligation than 
that to which the ladies were entitled : " a damfel,** fays 
Mr. de Ste. Palaye, ** having in vain folicited the pro«- 
tedtioa of a knight, the ktter exculpated himfelf by 
proving, that he «^s/.then under the neceffity of flying to 
the fuccour of his <^ro(h^r .in arao.** Sec Mimoires d$ 
Pancienue ChevuUri$. * . 

{25) ft is very remarkable, that, in general, all the 
leaders of popular revolutions have neither been men of 

freat talents nor genius : Rienzi, iu ^aly ; Cromwel, in 
,n gland; the execrable Rob^fpierre in France, and fo 
\ many others> are proo& of it. Superiour talents always - 

% excite the hatred of the ordinary and contrafled minds 

which form the multituae. Furthermore^ the afcendancy 
P3 rf 
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of a man of genius is always dreaded, and artfal deigns 
and ambhioiis. views are readily imputed to him : it is 
eaitly believed, that the man whom nature has eminently 
exalted above others ihouki have pretenfions to t];^e higheil 
rank in fociety ;^his fpeeches are applauded, but they 
excite fttfpicion; leagues are formed againft him, his 
fiiccefles «re calumniated, he becomes fufpe£led^ he is 
repulied and loft in the public opinion ; whilft the' man of 
moderate abilities, if he be of an intriguing difpofition, 
and poflfe^ a great fund of hypocrify, much fupplenefs, 
and perfeverance, is fure of attaining his end, and fuc- 
cceding at leaft for a feafon. 

(36) If decrees> of the national afiemibly had not 
iblemnly adopted the manners and language of quakers in 
Fraaciy the ns^tien would never have fupported the- 
. tyraAny of Robefpierre two months. But Jthaj^jji famous 
- defpot wore neither fceptre nor crown j every one Uras al- 
lowed to tbee and thou him : he fpoke of nothing but the 
frvtreigttty 9f the people ; and who could imagine him to 
* be a tyrant r In ord?;r to he eh^ated to the height of ciratm-^ 
fiances y it was neceffary then to believe -that dignity and 
poUtenefs were incompatible with liberty ; and^ aecorc^ng 
to RoBefblerre and his accomplices, th6 delkiMoni ofii 
true republican was reduced to thefe four word-— ^^^^ir, 
hnpioust implacahie, &nd/anguiaary, ^ - 

Diaulas upbraids the Saxon chiefs with having flattered 
tlie people^ ithe reproach may be revived in our own days. 
. Much has been faid aga/inft the flattery of courts, and 
with great reafon^ bi^t there, at leaft, it had its bounds, 
and popular flattery has npne. A ^fovereign, however 
▼ain he might be of his rank and |W)Wer, is always enligh- 
tened and reafonable enough to reje^ extravagant adma- 
tion. Lewis the fourteenth bluflied on hearing that the 
French academy propqfed, as the prize of eloquence, (his 
flueftion : If^buh of the virtues of the king metits the prefer 
reneet ' The monarch was difgufted at the flattery, a^d 
prohilnted the difcuflion pf the fubfe^. The crimes of 
ocfpots^have often beco borne in iilence, bat> at leaft, nd 
^ npoiogi«il 
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apologies were made for crimes^. How have the popu- 
lar chiefs harangued the people upon the burning of 
cafUes; the mafTacres of the third of September; upon 
plundering, and, in fine, upon all the excefles tltat hare 
teen comimttcd ! They contented themfelves with faying, 
the people hail been led aftray ; and never &iT<^ tO' add^ 
that the people, whatever they had committed, are 
airways goody always juft : in them the moft abominable 
cruelty was only an excu/able errmr\ they had been </if* 
ceinjedy their credtility had been impofed ypon^ To wha; 
tyrants have the bafell flatterers ever dared to hold fuch 
language ? The courtiers who flatter a king are certainljr 
very culpable; but, after all, they corrupt but a fingle 
man ; and if that man become a tyrant, he may« be de- 
|)ofed ; but tke flatterers of the people corrupt the whole 
nation together : — and what a crime is that ! A king how* 
ever defective his education might have been, has yet de- 
rived fiome benefit from it; hd has a general idea of 
hiflory perhaps ; and, if fond of reading, he might pof- 
fefs as much or more acquired knowledge than thofe who 
are about him It is often impofTible, apd, at leaft» 
always very difficult, to lead him aftray by perfuading 
him that a bad *a6lion is an aft of heroifm, and confe- 
crated by the example of the greateft men, and the admi- 
ration of every age f . He never can be perfuaded, for 
inflance, tliat there are cafes in which muraer and aflfaffi- 
liation are fublime adHons ; if he be infligated to the 
commiflion of a crime, at leaft, hf will be aware, that it 
is a crime he is advifed to comn^it. But the people being 
totally ignorant, it is eafy to faliify hiftory in order 
to le;^d them ^ftray, and this has beeB often done : the 

* I am not ignorant that % weak and fanguinary prieft made the apo- 
logy' of the murder committed by a duke of Burgundy ; but an inAi- 
lated {t€tr and relative to a fingle perfon, proves nothing. 

f I allow that the robberies of Alexander, tailed the Great, have 
^en too long the fobjed of admiration \ but the political abu(bi of con* 
queft have, for more than^a century paft, been acknowledged,, as well 
9s their OQioufnefs, in a moral view. Telemachus was written in th« 
lad century : this immortal book i^s in the hands of every prince \ and 
. certainly no work fince has difplayed> with fo much force and eloquence, 
all that reafon and humanity have to urge figaiiift the fpiiit of conqueft 
and war* 

fecond 
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fccood Bnitas aflaflmating his father is inctflaatly held oat 
to them as a perfect model of virtae ; bat they have not 
been told that, eren among the ancients, all truly virf u- 
oas men have blamed that atrocious deed *. They have 
been told that, the Romans aboliflied royalty, that Tdrquin 
was dethroned ; but they have not heard, that the Romans 
expelled him without injury, and that they reilored to him 
all his wealth ; and that wealth was immense. What a 
wretched lefbure upon hiflory have the people of Paris 
heard from the tribune pf the Jacobins, eipecially for the 
laft three years ! The orators,' in a ftyle worthy of the 
/maxims they profefs, feled from hiflory all fuch i&s as 
. degrade it, and never bring forward a Angle virtuous 
aiftion; When it was reprefented to the people, that their 
intereft juftified every thing, authorifed every thing, 
what would they have thought had a citizen mounted the 
tribune and related the fdiowing trait : " The Athenians 
were in great danger ; Theimiilocles obftrvisd to. tke^pl^. 
pie who were affembled together,, that he had found out a 
certain expedient to extricate them from their fituation ; 
but, as fecrefy was neceiTary to its fuccefs, he could not 
mention it m public, and he demanded the people to 
name fome peribns who might form a-* judgment of the 
project. The pei^le named Ariftides folely, with whofc 
vinue they were well acquainted. Ariftides heard The> 
miilpcles, and afterwards informed the ai&mbly, that, in ' 
fa6l, the expedient feemed to be infallible but was unjuft ; 
and the people with one voice rejeftcd the meafure." 
Ancient hiflory abounds with fuch traits, and great care . 
has been taken to conceal, them firom the French people, 
whofe good diipofitions their leaders wanted to coijrupt : 
and, In order to preach up murder and affiiflination with 
impunity, to declare openly, without any contradiction, . 
that juftice ought to be facrificed to in tc reft, that clemency 
, and generofity are weakneffes, that moderation is a vice, 
and vengeance a duty, it was necefiary to fubvert the only 
prop of morality — it was neceiTary to deftroy religion, and 
profcribe the Gofpel. ' But the prefertt rulers «tf France ap- 
pear to hold fuch outrages in deteftation, and have already 

' • See £ayl«, at the word Brum* 

given 
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given fignal proofs of moderation and equity ; and what- 
ever the enemies of the French repablic may fay, if they 
pcrfevere in their conduft, if the libert]^ of the prefs be 
no more impeded, if fangulnary decrees be repealed^ if 
they revive any fcntiments of equity towards the unfortu- 
nate remains of the houfe of Baurbon •, if they throw 
open the churches, and re-ellabli(h divine worfhip ; if, in 
a word, they will reftore humanity and good morals to the 
people, the fole foundation of liberty and happincfsi their 
prefent legiflators, in fpite of the cry of envy and hatred, 
will acquire great glory, and fave France ; and' France 
Canaotbe faved but on thefe conditions, for crimes alone 
produce anarchy, whilft order and peace are the happy 
fruits of virtue : the reprefentatives,. therefore, of the 
French people muft henceforward either become the deli- 
verers Of their country, or victims to fadion. 
<• * 

"^(tf)' Tfce^axons loft a decifive battle, which is named 
tbe battle of the brook^ and upon the following account : 
The French being parche4 with thirft, and on the point of 
being forced into a retreat, were faved by a brook, which, 
dry tin that moxhent, poured forth a plentiful flream, and 
produced the double effed of flaking the third' of the 
French and giving them encouragement, by perfuading 
them that heaven had performed a miracle in their behalh 
The event was confecrated by a medal, which reprefents 
a trophy ereded bcfide a ftream, with this infcription — 
The Saxons njonquijhed before a brook. [See th^ hiftory o( 
Charleroajne.l 

The battle of the brook preceded the taking of Srefbourg^ 
This fbrtrefs was deemed impregnable: the temple of 
Irminful was pillaged ; the fortre^ delivered op to the 
flames; and the ftatue of the god, which was of wood, 
was confumed. Charlemagne, in order to remove an 
bbjedt of idolatry from the eyes of the Saxons, caufed .th6 
ftone column upon which the ftatue of Irminful was placed 
to be buried un^er ground. It was dug up under Lewis 

* And the perfonages of this wifortunate name, who ezift in Fnncev 
are fo intereilingl fome'for th^r virtues and irreproachable condudy 
others oa account of their yodth and ail tha miiiforttfiitt they Wo 
fufltredl 
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the Debonair, and removed to Hildefheim. In this ckjr 
an annual feftival is flill folemnized in commemoration 
cf the dcftrudlion of the i4ol of Irminfal. [Hiftory of * 

Charlemagne.] . - 

(28) This incident of the wall is not void of probabi- 
lity ; the hiftory of the lower empire affords a fimilar 
example. Towards the year 1 145, the emperor Manuel 
confined his coufin Andronicus in a dungeon : the latter 
found means of making an opening through a wall> but 
which led him into a dungeon mil darker; there he 
remained, with the refolution of dying with hunger, in J 
order "to efcape the horrours of the ignominious death; fl 
and with that view he carefully flopped up the hole he 

had made in hi^ firft dungeon. His wife was accufed of 
having favoured his efcape ; and that princefs was co/i- *J 

fined in the dungeon which he had left. Her Qries pene- \ 

trated the wall which feparated him from his wi^, and the ' 

unhappy Andronicus recogniiihg the voice, removed the 
flones, and fuddenly appeared before his wife. He thii^ 
continued to Tee her for a long while, withput.being' dif- 
covered, receiving the pourilhment which ihe fpared from 
berfelf for his fubfiilence. In~ this fame prifon (he had a 
fon by him, who afterwards mounted the throne* 

(29) According to the Edda^ or tl\,e mytholooy of tfai; . 
ancient people of the norths the fouls of |he wicked fuiFer 
eternal punifhment in a frightful abode named Na/han ; 

^nd the good, wh6 are traufpor^ed into FMalla, there < 

find all their enemies and perfecutors delivered up with** j 
out defence to the fame vengeance they themfelves for- 
inerly cxercifed. '^leir principal divinities were, their, 
great god 4ffrdff» pr Odin ; Frigga, or the earthy hi$ , j,\ 

wife; GefiotUf the goddefs of diaftity; VatmdU,^ or c, 

freja, the goddefs ol love and hope, &c. -^ 

(30) In Mr. de Ste. Palaye's work numberless exam- || 

ges of this.^oqienf FViepch generofity are to be found. I \ 

all quote oiie only. In 1450 Lalsun and Pietois fough^ l" 

oa foot at a public tilting>match. A fich bracelet was m 

the vi^r'i prize ; the two combatants fell down ona t 

upon S 
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upon the other. They were taken up, and led before the 
judges. Lalain declared, that having been thrown down- 
the prize belonged to Pictois, and the latter maintained, 
that he himfelf having Ukewife fallen he had no more 
right to the prize than Lalain. This contention of po- 
litenefs created a ftrong and lading friend(hip between 
thefe two generous foes. " Modefty,*' adds Mr. de Ste. 
Palaye, ** was one of the principal virtues of ancient 
chivalry, and according to the maxim of Perceforets (an 
old author) * That knight is a robber, who conceals the 
valiant deeds of another ; and he is difgraced as a brag- 
gart, who fpeaks of his own.' Thefe principles of mo- 
deHy induced the conquering knights to fhow particular 
attention to the vanquiftied. Thefe examples of genero- 
fity, which were continually i epca ted' at tournaments, 
could not be forgotten even in the midft of the carnage of 
war, in which the knights never loft fight of that general 
maxim, of "being as compafTionate after vidory as daring 
in order to obtain it." [Memoirs of Ancient Chivalry 
vol, 1.] 

(31) " A great number of knights and gentry,'* 

. fays Mr. de Ste. Palaye, " had placed plumes or helmets 

over the gates of their caftles, to ferve as beacons to fuch 

as appeared in the neighbourhood, and to announce to 

them a fafe and agreeable lodging in a manfion, the owner 

of which would be honoured to receive them. And I have 

feen," adds our author, ^' feverai of thefe helmets fUll 

. Upon the top of our moil ancient edifices, particularly 

[ thofe iituate in the country. The guefts were not only 

I received and treated with kindnefs, but on their departure 

I were loaded with gifts ; they were prefented with rich gar- . 

ments, arms, horfes, and frequently money. Thus did 

I the hofpitality of the time lay them under great and lailbg 

I ' obligations. It a knight, in the courfe of his joumies or 

expeditions, had received hofpitality or afliftance from 

a man even of the lowed condition, he confidered him 

ever after as his generous bene&dor ; he declared himfelf 

his knight, and fwore to leave the moft inviting paths of 

L glory to acquit himfelf of the obligation. Such oath was 

■ inviolable." [See Memoirs of Andint Chivalry by Mr. 

diSn* Palaye, vol. l. 

TRANS. 
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ITALIAN AND FRENCH MOTTOES: 



VOLUME FIRST. 

CHAPT£lt I. , 

THE higher fortune lifts us 'bove the peopIc# 
The more feverely will the people judge ui. 

Chapter III. , 
Sooner> or hter, truth will force its way. 

Chapter VL 
Blind human mind ! how vain are all thy judgments ! 

Chapter VII. 

The reputation of a virtuoiw man. 
Fully eftablilhed in the public eye. 
Will often balance evidence itfelf. 

C»aptbr X. 

She, anenflamed,* can utter melting words, 
Can feign confufion ; and can fhed thofe tears 
That gain the heart— yet never; from it /prapg*. 

. Chapter Xf. 

I . What are the paffions, when compared with nature 

' 3. Ah' 
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2. Ah ! who can, in a finale day, remove 
The deep impreflions, made by mighty love ? 
'Tis like a torrent of hibernal tm, 
That» fidling> furrows the fubjacent plain. 
Leaves^ every where* the marks of ravage wild : 
The meads are eravell'd* and the fields are fpoil'd ! 
But* mark th^ £fierence— Spring returns, amain/ 
And gives to nature all her charms again : 
While life's whole tenour hardly can reftore 
The peace of heart^-nieftroy'd- in one ihort hour ! 

Chaptb^ XU. 

1 . Lifa ! when heaven m^rks lovers for each other. 
No need of tedious courtfhip— ^Heaven^s kind hand 
IfL'^nts in our hemts a fecret fympadiy 

Thai mafcoB u$^ oft befcre w< ten the obja^ 
Glow at the very namf .-^^fifteem and Love 
Succeed fpontaoimus-v^ti a ipf^^ moment 
Perfuaiion follows^-«No fafpicious fears 
Beget ly^uA.^-^A ikiif^«C^ w ». (pmh I 
And what the tongue fuificiently explains* 
The eyes* mor.a eloqM^»% nei^ke clearer ftill : 
Yet though they both be quick interpreters* . 
The heart. ijiiisU oig^t tk^sk ^km (j^&y b^ ^ift^Cs* 

2. True Love de^arpp iiftljf b^ its refpe£^ : 
Fearful* it fhuns itfelf ; itfelf it lofes ! 

A fmgle frnil/?* or look* of the* beloyc4a 
Is happinefs fupie mc m ud it deiires* 
But little it pr^me^^aod tfoiibtng daces 

CHABTaa. Xm. 

I. 'Twat never yet imprudent^ to be genesoas* 

f 
>•. Heav% on the field of honour* fights for virtue. 

Chapter XIV. 

One of the greateft evih of abfence* and the only one 
9A which reafon has no hold» is anxiety about the real 

flat& 
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Hate of the bdoved objedl. Healthy life> repofe, love 
itfelf — all efcape liim,. who fears t^ lofe all : of the pr(^- 
fent he is not more fure than of the ^future ; and every 
poilible aoaident is reaU2«d in. the. min4 of I4ie lover ;Krho 
dreadjs it.-^O abfence ! O terojjentl O fantaftii:* fatal 
ilate r in which one can only enjoy the pad ; for the 
prefent is not yet come. 

The humble cottage* and the thatched roof> 
"With all the ills tl^ poverty attend, 
'iMore frequently contain a pair of hearts 
LinkM in the bonds, of tender, friendly Ipve, 
Than the proud ouniioni of jk^ rich and, great# 
Or ev'n .the gilded paldces o£ kiogs.: 
Where jealoafies apd daiJc fofpicudAi^well : 
And^ frieadihipi lov« exdudjedt i«t££Upn» 

CHAfTAiL XVI. 

Vbiftmmur of th^peofje k % &oo4 
That ebbs and flpws akemimciy'^'Tis nowr 
Exceffive prai/4'^''^xA not¥ e;^ceffive iAim : 
And none caix tell its caolitft or iu duraMm* 

Cha^tei >CVII. 

'Tis now no tagm a ftc^i 6a«ie AitJM# 
Its gentle way^'Tis V^nns* Vewft?' fctf 
III aiB herpowei;* inttoi upoAhor ptc^» 

<:hapt»ii xvm. 

Strange this indeed !^p-<what is, or is ftOt ferta, TrOVJid, 
What fpeaks, what; tUnks, what moves, and gazes 
Whftt wocfs, whftt knghji, what fiftgsi^ all a 
phantom* 

Chaptbe XfX. 

Alas ! what mortal knows his deftiny ? 

% . Chapter 
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Chapteh XX. 

1. Ye Gods ! how crooked politics deba(e 
The throne, which probity would fill with honour. 

2. By benefits alone he changed their hearts. 

And made them better, while he made them happy. 

^Chapter XXIL 

1. 1 hope not, even in this retreat 
With perfect hap{dnefs to meet ; 

Alas ! where does (he dwell ? 
Not in the defert's deep recefs ; 
In royal jntlaces much lefs : 

Ai kings and queens can tell. 

*nie fageiiimfelf pannot arreft, 
With^ his flcill, the elofive%ueft| 

She flies from his purfuit : 
• All we can do in life's fhort fpace, 
• Is her dear image to embrace— 

And few there are, who do't ! 

( 2. How Ueft is he, who from his memory 
Is i^ble to erafe th* ambidous hofta ■ ' ' 

Of human glory, vain and frivolous,' 
That interrupt, difturb, and marr our pleafiUTS 1 

Chapter XXIII. 

' How pitiable is the lot of him 
Who has become the voluntary (lave 
Of two bright eyes, and iMaoteous ebon trefles. 
That veil a wicked and perfidious heart ? 
Unhappy wight 1— In vain he fecks to fly ; « 

Or, if he fly, he, like the ftrucken deer. 
Carries his rankling wound where'er he goes. 
Alhamed, both of himfelf and of Ms love, ; 
He dares not tell, yet tries in vain to cure it ! 

Chap* 
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Chapter XXV. 

%. What charm is this ?— The world beneath my feet, 
V I mount to God. Unhappy is the man 
Who fondly puts his confidence in man. 
Not fwifter glides the vciTcl on the waves* 
Not fwifter flies the arrow from the bow. 
Than human glory pai&s.—-— Such is man ! I 

2. Penfive, alone, my meaiured fteps I bend 
O'er difmal dcfercs, unfrequented plains ; 
And anxiottily avoid the haunts of men. 

Chapter XXVL 

Why, love unjuft and crfiel ! — ^why Co rare 
A mutual flame ? And why doil thou delight 
To fow the. feeds of difcord in our hearts ? 

Chapter XXVn, 

\ Hypocrify is a homage which vice pays to virtue. 

Chapter XXVIII. 

Ungrateful !-— What have I not dared and done 
To love and/plcafe thee.^ Have I not betray *d. 
On thy account* my country, father, king ? 
Yet, fee the recompenfe I now receive i 

Chapter XXIX. 

1. At once, an objedl terrible and dear ! ^ 

Chapter XXX. 

2. Yes I maugre that great crime, which I deplore 
With you, I cannot altogether hate 

Myfelf, while youiiU lt>ve,me» and vookhfafe 
With my remorfe to blend your tears of pity. 

Chap* 
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Chapter XXXL 
Doubt not a time will come 

Chapter XXXIL 
i; The hiftor^ of every woBHin is t ronuikivpe* 

CHA«TSfc XXXIIL 

I. Towns laid in.alhes ! rivers tinged with Mood ! 
Plains defolated !— only meet my view. 

3. I will not be th* accomplice of his crimes : 
No; rather let me be his laft fad TiAim. 

Chapter XXXIV. 

f How dear, how precious, is a faithful friend ! 

Chapter XXXV. 

Happy abode of fWeet limplicit^ ! 
Receive the homage of my raviihed eyts* 
In thee alone I findthe htws dbfcrved ' . ' \ 
Of ancient hofpitality : — in thee " 

Truth undifguis'd, graces devoid of art. 
And fentiments without tfaeira3Fe6tation. 
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